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rilEFACE 


The  writer  has  performed  to  the  best  of  his  abiliij  tlie  clnty  assigned  hiui  by 
the.  too  Id-ud  partiality  of  his  coiuracles,  and  submits  the  pages — "  Wenring  tha 
Bhie "  —  ^virhout  claiming-  for  it  h'terary  excelience,  perfection  in  choice  of 
Avords  or  coiistructiou  of  senteuces.  He  adopts  the  beautiful  liues  of  Dr. 
llobnes :  • — 

'"Deal  gently  \v\th  us,  ye  v/ho  read! 
Our  largest  hope  1>  Tirifultll]ed, — 
The  promise  still  outruTss  tlie  deed, — 
The  tower,  but  not  the  spire,  ve  build." 


Por  nearly  tliruc  years  witfi  such  time  ns  was  at  his  disposal,  the  v.'riier  hajj 
labored  diligenily  in  obtaining  irrfornuitic'n  and  in  buihling  "svith  the  inaterial  ;).t 
Ids  ('onuiund  ;  lie  now  expre?<e.^  his  ^varnlest  thank-.s  to  John  B.  T^Ioulton  of 
V-';.shi'.gron,  D.  C,  f'^r  most  valun'de  aid,  first,  in  obtaining  permission  to  do 
?o,  and  secondlv.  for  active  service  in  making  copies  oi'  orders,  reports,  etc.,  on 
tile  and  n{.oii  the  books  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  in  the 
War  Department.  This  labor  was  very  imi)ortant  and  furnished  substantial 
aid  in  con) piling  tliis  work. 

The  Avriter  is  under  obligation  to  Captain  Arthur  l\  Forbes  of  St.  Louis, 
Edwin  T.  Witlierby  of  Alabama,  Lieutenant  James  C.  Woodworth  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  ScrgeantOvIajor  Samuel  H,  Putnam  of  Worcester,  Captain  V.  P. 
Parklnirst  of  Templeton,  an.i  the  Adjutant  Gpiierai's  otlice  of  Massach.usett.s, 
for  valuable  statistics,  journals  and  records  of  the  war.  OUiers  wao  liave 
loaned  diaries,  f urn islied  iettev^  and  by  other  methods  proved  their  readiness 
to  be  h-elpers,  Iiave  rendered,  services  whicli  a.re  gratefully  acknovded.-ed,  and 


lY  PREFACE. 

M-Jiich  very  raaterially  enhraicc  the  value  of  tlieac  pages.  To  all  who  have 
given  us  sympathetic  words  and  needed  aid,  we  sav  in  the  language  of 
Shakesperian    eloquence  — 

"Your  pains  are  registered  where  every  day  I  turn  the  leaf  to  look  at  them." 

In  writing  a  truthful  history,  .speaking  of  our  foes  as  we  felt  and  describing 
conduct  which  cannot  be  too  strongly  denounced,. there  is  no  desire  to  rekimlle 
the  fires  of  hate  or  reopen  the  animosities  of   the  late  conflict.     Vengeance 
belongs  alone  to  God.     Be  it  ours  to  calm  the  waters  of  strife,  cultivate  tlie 
'■'  noblest  virtue  of  charity,  and,  while  making  history  truthful,  draw  a  veil  over 

the  action  of  men   which  proves  that  war  at   l)e.st   is  terror,  destruction  and 
inhumanity  combined. 
)  Vv'hile  tlie  writer  has  inreuJeu  to  do  fall  justice  to  all  participants,  he  is  well 

\  '  satisfied  that  he  has  failed  In  many  respects.     U  every  member  of  the  Twenty- 

I  nfth  IJegimeut   is  not  duly  credited  with   "brave  acts  and  noble  deeds,"  it  is 

?•  either  because  they  were  so  situated  as  not  to  command  particular  attention, 

I  or  their  modesty  has  prevented  a  knowledge  of  tlicir  personal  merit  reaching 

t  the  author. 

j  Happy  indeed  is  that  writer  of   history  who  finds  no  shadows  in  his  pjith- 

i  ■  v,-ay  —  liappv  iiideed  if  he  tinds  tluit  way  always  ilhimiued  by  the  sunlight  and 

fringed  with  fragrant  blossoms.     As  the  painter  is  less  than  perfect  in  his  art, 
I  so  is  he  who  sketches  the  historic  panorama.as  it  passes  bj^fore  him,  less  than 

f  perfect  wicli  liis  pen.     He  searches  after  truth  and  sees  the  shadows,  observes 

■  tlie  dark  spots,  for  tiiere  i.-  no  perfect  goodness  belovr  tlse  celestial — and  so,  as 

t  the  historian  sketrhe^,  he  er!dv-ivo;'S  io  avoid  tJie  defects,  strives  to  cover  the 

'  shadows  witli  tlie  liglit,  or  ibr^>v,>  out  the  dark  spots  alt.^gether.     Xonc  know 

so  well  as  the  sketcher  how  much  he  covers,  and  how  much  discards. 

Trusting  tlie  fuir  miiub'd  and  reasonable  will  find  some  satisfaction  in  reading 

thc-^e  pages  and  that  orliers  wil]  not    undertake  the  task,  the  writer  submits 

■  them   with   his  v,--u-mest  affection  for  all   wlio  sheared   tlie  njarclics,  bivouacs, 

])rivations  and    dangers    of    the    Twenty-tiftli    M;*ssachusetts    witli    Burnsides 

Coa.«t  Division,  the  Eighte,enth  Army  Corps  and  the  Army  of   tlie  James. 


TiiK  Author. 
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H  E  L 1 0  T  Y }'  E    PORT  R  A I T  S 


We  jire^ent  upwards  of  tv,-o  Imndred  Ikdiotypc  illustrations  of  those  who. 
were  connected  with  the  KegimPiit  of  ^\  hicli  this  work  specially  treats. 

These  illustrations  are  the  work  of  "The  Heliotjpe  Frintino-  Company"  of 
Iloston,  and  it  is  only  proper  tluit  we  should  say,  in  explanation  of  the  yarying 
quality  of  the  representations,  that  in  many  cases  suitable  originals  could  not 
}>e  pup-jjlied.  h\  the  Heliotypo  process,  in  order  to  produce  the  best  results,  it  is 
essential  that  negatives  made  directly  from  life  should  he  used.  The  most 
unsatisfactory  results  are  produced  when  old  and  faded  photographs  have  to  be 
copied,  or  the  representations  made  from  copies  of  the  original  photographs, 
as  occurs  in  se\eral  instances  in  the  groups.  In  many  cases  these  were  the 
only  possible  material  to  be  obtained,  and  when  several  had  to  be  combined 
upon  one  plate,  the  dithcalty  was  iiy  no  menns  diminished.  la  spite  of  these 
and  ocho'c  drav.backs,  ir  may  bo  snfcly  staled,  tbiat,  from  the  available  material 
supplied,  more  faithful  representations  couiii  not  liave  been  produced  by  any 
r  other  means  at   the  same  cost,  and    to  this   maj--  be  added,  tliat,  unlike   the 

\^  original  photographs,  these  illustrations  are  printed    in  printer's  ink  and  are 

'  uood   for  all   time. 


J.  W.  1). 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


THE   PEN. 


""HE    seeds  of  treason  bad  Ijeen  ^vell  sown  upon  rich 


,1 


^^^  Southern  soil,  mvxuy  years  before  its  fi'uit  appeared 
6,^'2i^;&r   111  armed  rebellion  against  tlic  State. 

The  pen  of  political  schemers  in  all  the  cotton  States — adepts 
in  its  use — had  l>een  euiplojed  in  firousing  public  attention  to 
fancied  wrong^,  fanning  prejudices  and  kindling  the  ihirae  of 
hatred  by  gross  niisi-cpresentation  of  Northern  opinion  upon 
points  of  public  policy,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  Divine 
right  of  the  slave  owner  to  exercise  ownership  in  territories 
made  free  under  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution, — coni- 
proniises  whioli  had  i^een  first  proposed  by  Southern  re}.resen- 
tatives  and  accepted  as  a  settlement  to  bo  deemed  hnal. 

Bcibre  })roceediii^  to  our  main  wojk,  WQ  propose  a  brief 
notice  of  events  immediately  preceding  and  i^jllowing  the 
lireaking  out  of  hostilities. 

The  National  J>emoci-atic  Convention  met  at  Cliarleston, 
South  Carolina,  A^.ril  2:-.rd,  1860,  and  there  the  determination 
of  the  Southern  dek'^ntes  to  rule  or  ruin,  hrst  became  manifest. 
The  delegates  diviiied  ujion  important  issues,  and  fumlly,  most 
of  them  from  Ahd)ama,  -Mississippi,  Florida,  Louisiana, 
Arkansas,  Texas  and  Georgia  formnlly  withdrew.  Tliis 
action  divided  the  democratic  party  and  resulted  in  the 
nouiinalion  of  two  presidential  tickers  —  the  southern  or 
sec<:<ling   branch  of   tlie    [tarty  assembled  at    Raltiuujre,  June 
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23rd,  iioniinatiiig  John  C.  ErcL^kcnridLre,  of  Kentucky.  Tlie 
regular  coiiveution,- coinposeil  ino.-tiy  of  northern  democrats, 
as^^erabled  at  Baltimore,  June  18th,  and  on  the  2-jrd,  nominated 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of  Illinois. 

The  Republican  National  Convention  assembled  at  Chicago, 
^[ay  16th,  and  on  the  19th,  upon  the  third  ballot,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  v>-as  nominated  for  president. 

Another  party,  kno^^n  as  tlie  "  American,*'  nominated  Jolm 
Bell,  of  Tennessee.  j 

On  the  6th  of  Xovembcr,  1860,  xVbraham  Lincoln  was  elected 
president,  by  the  choice  of  one  hundred  and  eiglity  electors  : 
Breckenridge  carri^^d  seventy-nine  electors  ;  ]]ell,lhirty-nino, 
and   Douglas,  tvv'clve. 

Of  the  popular  vote,  Lincoln  had  one  million  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  hfty-two  ;  Douglas, 
one  million  tlu-ee  iiuiulred  and  seventy-five  thousarid  one 
hundred  and  fony-four;  Brecl:enridge,  eiglrt  hundred  and 
seventv-four  thou-and  nine  l\undred  and  lifty-thi'ee  :  Bell,  hve 
hundred  and  ninety  tiiousand   six  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Unfortunatelv  sevv^ral  avowed  secessionists  found  po-itions 
at  the  head  of  impoitaiit  bui-e^-us  in  the  cabinet  of  FJ•e^ident 
Buclianan.  Isi  tiie  Ti-(;;:^ury  Drjiarinient  was  Howell  Cobb, 
of  Georgia;  J'A^^i  C.  bloj-a,  of  ^''I'ginia,  was  SoLretary  of 
^Var,  and  Jacob  Thfrnp-^un,  of  iiis^issip[ji,  presided  iu  the 
Interior  Depai-Mncwi.  'liir>r  L^'uikMnoii,  like  Bonediv-t  Arnold 
of  the  Rev(j!uii'.)ii.  pro:-tiimcd  ilndr  ulhcitd  position  to  sell 
the   country  to    ine    -f>;;-pirn.UM  s. 

The  election  of  Mi'.  L'tseuln  was  seized  upon  as  tlie  idfrma 
thide  of  sonihf'rn  in:  l.-ariOire,  a>  the  time  h)r  commencing 
revolutionary  pFinwvdiu^'^.  ncd,  iVuUi  the  date  uf  that  ehriicfU 
to  the  iirst  t)ve!T  acl  of  ir*';i-(in,  I'n^  southern  heart  was  unceas- 
ingly iired  by  ^r-mluT;;  ::-ii:iio.-. 

Comrress,  a^senthbug  in  Dorcmber.  1S6<),  Prosident  Buchanan 
in  Ids  annual  mer-^aue  uiu-rob  Uo:  \\\->l  tiuih.iritative  woi'ds  u[ion 
a  subject  c*ui!.-«-riiing  uhit-is   nuinvins  of  [tetjjile  were  exti-emoly 
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anxious.  After  stating  the  causes  the  South  had  for  ill-feeling 
against  the  North  and  demanding  the  repeal, of  the  Personal 
Libeitv  Acts,  he  said:  — 


^  ''The   Southern   States,  standing  on   the  basis  of  the  ConstitULiou, 

I  have  a  right  to  demand  tliis  act  of  justice  froai  the    Sral.es   of    the 

I  Kortli.     Should  it  be  I'efused,  then  the  Constitution,  to  which  all  the 

I  vStates  are  parties,  will  ha%e  been  wiifull}'  violated  by  one  portion  of 

them  in  a  provision  essential  to  the  domestic  security  and  happiness 
of  the  remtdnder.  In  that  event,  the  injured  States,  after  having  first 
used  all  peaceful  and  constitutional  means  to  obtain  redress,  icould  he 
justlf.ed  ill  revolutionary  resistance.'''' 

Again  ho  said:  — 

'•  Congress  possesses  many  means  of  pi'eserving  it  [the  Union]   by 
I  conciliation  ;  but  the  sword  was  not  placed  in  their  hands  to  preserve 

I  it  by  force." 

f  The  loyal  jieople  of  the  country  looked  with  astonislmient 

I  and  grief  upon  tlie  |)Osition  assrimed   by  President   Buchanan. 

I  The  debate  following  thi^  message  was  long  and  interesting. 

I  Early  in  January,  18(31,  the  secession  leaders  began  their 

*  exodus  froin  the  chambers  of   Congress.     Jefferson  Davis,  of 

Mississippi,  formally   took   his  ♦  leave    Janmary   "i-lth,   and   was 

fuUowed  on   tlie   same   day  by   the   senators  of  Alabanux  and 
:  Florida.      The   withdrawal    of   Congressmen    continued,    until 

before    the    middle    of    February,    both     houses    were    nearly 

purged    of    the    seces-ion    element. 
I  On    the    4th    of    March,    the    presidential    term    of    James 

/  Buclianan    closed.     The    most    imparlial    summing    up    of    his 

I  adtninistration    is   that    oflered    by   the    Comte   de   Paris,   who 

j  served    upon    the    staff  -  of    General    :\[cClellan,    and    will    be 

I  acknowledged  as  an  unbiased  historian:  — 

I 
!«  "The  end  of  his  [President  Buchanan's]  admini-.tration   has  been 

I  disastrous.       He    had   tolerated   everything;    he    had    done   notliing 

f  to  crush  out  the  rebellion  in  its  inception,  and  had   \Qh  his  successor 
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witlic-ut  the  means  of  fuliilliLii.;  tlie  hislc  eiW.rusted  to  him.  lie 
delivered  into  hh  liands  tlie  government  of  a  shuttered  country  ;  and 
if  civil  war  had  not  yet  drenclied  America  in  blood,  it  was  simjily 
because  the  rebellion  wUvS  being  organized  with  im|)unity  on  its  soil." 

The  (lay  that  relieved  the  country  of  James  Buchrman, 
gave  it  Abraham  Lincoln  —  a  loyal  chief-magistrate,  who, 
under  the  most  trying  oircumbtances,  dared  to  do  right,  as 
God  gave  him  the  wisdom  to  discover  and  the  strength  to 
pursue  that  way. 

TH'E    SWOPJ). 

The  pen  was  miglity  as  an  instrument  in  plunging  us  into 
civil  war,  but  far  exceeding  it  in  power  was  the  sword  tliat 
conquered  peace.  —  tliat  made  the  great  proclamation  of 
freedom  more  than  waste  paper,  and  established  our  country 
as  a  nation,  respected  among  the  governnients  of  tlie  earth. 

The  first  gun,  opening  tlie  bloody  drama  of  civil  war,  vras 
fired  January  9th,  1861,  being  a  shot  from  a  battery  on  ^lorris 
Island,  against  tlie  steanier  Sdfr  of  the  IVesi,  as  she  was 
entering   Charleston   Harbor. 

In  Texas,  David  E.  Tvriggs,  a  general  next  in  rank  to 
Lieutenant-General  ScoLt,  con.nianding  tlictx"  the  United  States 
troops,  desertod  his  flrig,  and  not  only  this,  but,  attempted  to 
induce  his  officers  and  men  to  do  likewise.  On  the  18th  of 
January,  Twiggs'was  relieved  from  command  and  ''dismissed 
fi-om  thu  Army  of  the  VmU'd  otat-s  iVu-  treachery  to  tlie  flag 
of  his  country.'' 

In  April  [24th]  ^lajor  Sibley  and  seven  companies  of 
United  States  troops  endeavoring  to  nmke  their  way  north, 
were  ca})tured  by  tlK3.  rebels  under  A'an  Dorn,  but  were 
afterwards  paroled  and  allowed  to  proceed. 

Fort  Sumter,  after  a  brave  defence,  v\'as  surrendered  Af.ril 
13th,  18*>1,  and' on  the  loth  of  tlie  same  montli,  President 
Lincoln  issued  a  call  for  seventy-live  thousand  troops  from 
the  States. 
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As  die  Sixtli  Massachusetts  regiment  was  passing  through 
Baltimore  [April  19th.]  en  route  to  Washington,  it  was  met 
by  an  angry  mass  of  citizens  determined  upon  impeding  its 
progress.  The  troo|)s,  in  self  defence,  fired  upon  the  impeders, 
and  many  people  were  wounded  and  some  killed. 

Alexandria,    near    Washington,    was    occupied    by   Federal 
troops  May  23rd,  when   Colonel  E.  E,  Ellsworth  lost  his  life, 
shot   by   a  niau  named    Jackson,  proprietor  of  the   Marshall 
House  in  that  place. 
^  In  Missouri,   the  Federal  troops,  under   General  Nathaniel 

^  Eyon,  were  ethcient  in   measures  of  defence,  and  in  western 

J  Virginia,  the  camprrlgn  of  General  McClellan  was  remarkably 

I  successful,  and  illustrated  tiie  organizing  genius  of  that  young 

i  ollicer.    His  success  raised  the  hopes  of  the  Unionists,  inspiring 

:  the  loyal   country  with   a  new   zeal  in  support  of  a  menaced 

r  government. 

\  Oq  June  10th,  the  aiJair  at  Bio'  Bethel  caused  much  reoxet. 

I  On  the  Sth  of  July,  Lieutenant-Geueral  Scott,  overcome  with 

\  age   {."'.nd   infirmities,   surrendered   the  immediate   command   of 

'^  the  army  designed  for  the  advance  into  Virginia  to  Brigadier 

I  General   Irvin  McDovrell,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  graduate  of 

f  AVest  Point.     Tiie  troops  marching  ii\to  Virginia  were  ravrfind 

'I  midisciplined.     ISliu-.y  of  the  men,  and  the  same  may  be  said 

of  the  ofiicers,  wei-e   ignoiaut  of   I'aitalion  or  even  company 
I  movomenis,   and    it   is   a   singular   fact   that    Scott  prohibited 

I  McDowell  from  mameuvring  the  battalions,  and  hence  he  could 

I'     "  in)t    mould    them   into    a   systematized    body  of   troops,  ready 

I  for  field  movements  in  face  of  an  enemy. 

?-  Tito   Confederate  army  v/as  at  }/ianassas,  some  miles  beyond 

I  Centreville,     under     the     command    of     G.    T.    V.     Bean- 

ie regard.      General    Joseph  E.  Johnston,   with    eight    thousand 

\  troops,  v\-as  in  the  vicinity  of  Wincliester,  watching   General 

i^  Fatferson,  with  some  fifteen   thousand  Federal  troops,  in  the 

I  vicinity    of     Martinsburg.       Patterson    was    ordered    to    hold 

I  J'jhnsr<>n  in  check  and  prevent   him  from  joining  Beauregard, 
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and  Johnston  was  expected  to  kce[)  Patterson  in  clieck  and 
at  the  same  time  reach  Bull  Run  in  season  to  participate  in 
the  battle.  The  strengHi  of  the  two  armies  near  Bull  Kun 
was  about  equal,  after  Johnston  united  with  Beauregard. 
Johnston  bringing  up  eight  thousand  men,  made  the  total  of  the 
enemy  twenty-nine  tliousand  eight  lumdred  and  thirty-three: 
^^IcDowell  had  thirty  thousand  men,  [one  authority  says  thirty- 
five  th.ousand]  of  whom,  five  companies  v.ere  mounted.  On  the 
21st  of  July,  the  Federal  army  moved  forward,  and  about 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  action  became  general  and 
continued  until  about  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  when  Johnston's 
army  reaching  the  field,  a  panic  seized  our  troops  and  a 
stampede   took  yAace  alJ    along  tlic  line. 

On  the  21st  of  Octoi)er,  the  country  was  again  disheartened 
by  the  disaster  at  Ball's  l^iuff,  a  p.jsiiion  opposite  Harrison.'s 
Island,  on  the  upper  T\'tomac  and  near  Leesburg,  Virginia. 
In  this  action  a  S|,)let.did  regiment  of  Massacliusetts  men 
[Fifteenth]  under  command  of  Colonel  Charles  Devens,  Jr., 
snfiered  severely,  and  Colonel  Baker,  a  senator  of  Oregon, 
commanding  a  California  I'cgiuient,  lost  his  life.  The  result 
of  the  battle  of  Ball's  Blutf  cast  a  gloom  over  the  loyal' States 
and  was  a  terrible  affliction' to  the  people  of  Worcester  county, 
whose  sons  fell  dead  or  wounded  upon  tliat  Potomac  clitl,  or 
found  a  m^ave  in  tlie  waters  of  the  flowing  river. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH     MASSACHUSETTS    VOLUNTEERS CAMP    LIN'COLN  — 

FIELD,      STAFF      AND      LL\E      OFFICERS BAND WARRANT 

OFFICERS — MARCHING      ALONG  ! 


(Sf^'T  was  tlie  lieart  of  ^lassacliusctts,  patriotic  Wor- 
•^'|i  ccster  County,  beating  responsive  to  the  -'Music 
&:^;  of  the  Union,"  that  was  to  extend  its  benediction 
upon  a  regiment  of  men  to  l)e  raised  for  a  service 
of  tliree  years. 
The  County  of  "Worcester  was  to  move  again  —  the  same 
county  whose  sons  participated  in  the  stirring  discussions  that 
prepared  the  way  for  the  American  Eevolution  ;  whose  sturdy 
veomanry  seized  tlieir  firelocks  to  joiu  the  patriots  resisting  the 
firsr  march  of  Bi-itish  troops  to  liCxington  and  Concord:  whose 
h:»val  women  melted  their  clock-weights  and  moulded  Hhem 
into  bullets  ibv  the  men  who  marched  to  join  the  Continental 
ai'ir.v  at  Cambridge — Worcester  County,  that  broke  the  back  of 
Siiay's  rebellion;  tliat  sent  a  regiment  under  Colonel  Towne 
to  h.ohi  the  crest  of  Dorchester  Height  in  the  war  of  1812  — 
ihat  was  first  and  hu'emost  in  ^'spurning  the  bribe"  of  1848, 
selecting  that  eloquent  and  indomitable  citizen,  Clmrles  Allen, 
to  echo  her  voice  for  freedom  in  the  National  Congress. 

Worcester  County  had  already  responded  l)y  sending  four 
pompanies  into  tlie  national  service  for  thi-ee  months.  These 
cuinpanies  were  the  Worcester  City  Guards,  conunanded  by 
Capraia  A.  B.  II.  ^^prague.  with  Lieutenants  Jo>iah  Pickett, 
Gf'ur'ro    C.   Jodin,  (who   afterwards    went    into   the   Fifteenth 
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Regiment),  Orson  Muuitoii  and  E.  A.  ITarkncrS  —  the  Emmet 
Guards,  of  Worcester,  coiumandod,  ])y  Captain  ^lichael  S. 
^IcConville,  and  having  fur  LieiUenaiirs,  Micliael  0.  DriscoU, 
li,  J.  McCafferty  and  Thomas  O'Neili;  Wm.  Paly  being  First 
Sergeant  —  these  companies,  with  a  company  from  Ilolden, 
commanded  by  Captain  Joseph  H.  Gleason,  and  ojie  company 
from  Boston,  commanded  Ijy  Captain  All.iert  Dodd,  Lieutenant 
Cornelius  G.  Attwood  beino-  one  of  the  subaltern  orncers,  and 
James  Tucker,  First  Sergeant,  formed  the  Third  Battalion  of 
Eiiies,  under  Major  Charles  Devens,  Jr.  Henry  McConville, 
of  the  Emmet  Guards,  served  as  Hospital  Steward  of  the 
battalion.  The  Vvorcester  Light  Infantry,  iinder  commond 
of  Capiain  Harri.-:on  ~\V .  I'ratt,  iIjc  Lieutenants  being  George 
W.  Fi^outy  and  J.  '\\'aldo  Denny,  was  the  first  organization  to 
nmreh  to  tlie  field,  being  attached  to  tlic  Sixth  Begiment, 
M.  Y.  AL,  under  Colonel  Edward  F.  Jones,  himself  originally 
a  Woi'cester  Coui'ty  man. 

After  tlie  organizations  were  in  the  service,  other  demands 
-were  njade  and  prouipily  ansvv-ered.  That  nobhj  regiment, 
under  Colonel  Chark-s  Hevens,  Jr.,  known  as  the  Fifteenth, 
had  just  been  raised,  was  marcltcd  to  Maryhmd,  and  there 
waited  its  first  baptism  of  blood  hi   Balhs  ]>lul]". 

Another  i-eirinseiU,  the  r\vc>!r}--iirst,  witli  a  ^[)leMvlid  roll  of 
men,  a!id  some  most  excellent  OH!<:ers,  was  in  ciiinp,  its  ranks 
nearly  full,  waiting  oi'dc^  te  nmrrh. 

Governor  Andrew  [August  1^0 Hi,  l.::^01]  issued  proclnmation 
to  the  citizen  soldiei's  of  Alassachusctls,  saying:  — 

*'Ai:a!ti,  in  a  iiioint-nt  of  {,ul)hc  dan-;T.  }Our  countjy  (■u]]^  you  to 
the  j.o^t  vvhere  the  h.eroic  Soldi^-r  of  April  liasien('(]  with  generous 
aiacriry  and  sublime  devoiion.  *  ^  *  Duty,  honor,  the 

dearest  sentiments  of  p;unolic  love  und  devotion,  call  for  your  brave 
hearts  aisd  suieon^juerahh/  arms!"  ,'■/    v,,/..    v..  k         ■.  'v.- 

Up  to  this  time  the  ollicers  and  enlisted  men  of  tlie  three 
Worcester  companies,  mu-^tered-out  early  in  August,  had  made 
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no    movement    in    anticipation   ot'    future    service.      Some    of 
them   at  least,  felt  that  their  individual  duty  -vvas  performed, 
mid  had  determined  not  again  to  leave  their  families  for  the 
\  dangers  and  privations  of   the  field.     To  settle   down  to  the 

dull  routine  of  business,  was,  however,  a  thin^•■  impossible. 
The  proclamation  of  Governor  Andrew  aroused  the  old  fire  in 
their  hearts  and  proved  the  straw  that  broke  the  back  of 
peaceful   intentions. 

The  last  days  of  July  liad  seen  the  disaster  of  Bull  Run. 
Tlie  want  of  an  aruiv  ^vas  now  felt  more  than  ever,  for  the 
Confederates  were  fu-ed  to  new  life,  and  a  large  army  was 
hangirig  menacingly  upon  tlie  Virginia  approaches  to  Wash- 
ing Ion. 
,.  The  men  of  Worcester  who  had  seen  service,  began  to  feel 

S  impressed  witli  an   idea  that   their  duty  was   performed  only 

?^  when  they  had  accomplislied   all   that   could   be   done.     They 

realized  the  fact,  that  aciions,  and  not  professions,  stamp  tlie 
■  character  of  the  man,  and  thus  feeling,  tliey  could  not  remain 

;:  at  home  while  others  fought  the  national  battles  for  them. 

1^'  Among  those  taking  a  lively  interest  in  public  aLTairs,  and 

I  recognizing  the  coniinuous  duty  resting  upon  the  experienced 

f  soldier,  wus   Captuiii   A.   E.    R.   Sprague,   who  pre>ented    the 

^  subject  to  a  number  of  the  representutive  soldiers  of  AVorcester, 

I  by  whom  it  was  deterniiiied  to   rai^o  a  AVorcester  Comity  I'Cgi- 

'\  nvMii,  with   tlie   iinderstjinding  that  it  was   designed   for  coast 

I"  service,  wliatever  that  might  be.     ]^Ieu,sures  wei-e  taken  for  the 

[     ■  eal!>tnient  of  the  companies,  but  at  this  piyint  an  ob-racle  was 

presented.  It  was  found  that  Governor  xVndrew  had  deter- 
mined to  go  out  of  tlie  Stide  to  find  a  colonel  to  command  the 
regiment  when  formed  ;  that  the  tender  of  the  colonelcy  had 
been  made  to  Colonel  Green  of  New  York  city,  a  graduate  of 
\Ve<t  Point  some  twen.ty  years  before,  and  then  engaged  as 
vivil  engineer  for  the  cor{)oration  of  New  York.  Tho.^e  who 
Imd  been  unofhcially  designated  as  commanders  of  eoin|>anies 
in  tlie  new  or-'-;inization,  and  had   nm.de   arrangements  to  com- 
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meiicc  recruiting  September  2n(l,  codcluilcd  to  ^ta;r  proceedings 
until  tlie  question,  relating  to  ihc  cliief  cor-imLind,  should  i)0 
definitely  e^ettled. 

The  first  formal  meeting  of  the  pro})Osed  ofiiccrs  of  the 
Worcester  County  regiuie]\t,  vras  held  Scplem]>er  5i]i,  at  the 
counting-room  of  Islessrs.  Lee,  Sprague  k  Co.,  on  Park  street, 
in  Worcester.  After  consultation  as  to  the  manner  of  pro- 
cedure, it  Avas  voted  expedient  to  send  a  committee  to.  New 
Yorl:,  with  instruciion?  to  visit  Colonel  Green  and  represent  to 
him  the  views  of  the  Worcester  County  men  wlio  were  expecting 
to  serve  in  the  new  regiment.  Lieutenants  Joiiah  Pickett  and 
J.  W.  Denny  were  a.])p<:)inted  tlie  consmittee.  r^]!({  that  ev^'idng 
left  for  New  i'ork  rL|H:)U  ilie  ciokcate  sni-siou  a'->igi)ed  to  th.em. 
The  next  morning  the  committee  found  Colonel  Green  at  his 
ofllce  in  City  ITall,  jind  were  leceived  very  courteously.  The 
committee  ropro^'.Mited  tlie  vie\\s  of  the  proposed  ollieo-s  of  ihc 
new  regiment,  statin;;-  friird^ly  tl);d  no  obiecrion  v/as  niadc  to 
hiin  personally,  and  that  there  was  none  oilier  tlian  the  Diost 
favorable  0|iin!'>!i  uf  liis  character  and  military  qualifications ; 
that  the  olficciion  was  entirely  u|;.on  the  ground  that  the  new 
regiment  was  a  h:»cal  organization  and  there  v-as  a  personal 
Dride  in  demanding  thnt  \\\^-  governor  sliould  not  go  out  of  the 
Stale  to  Ihid  a  c<!U!n';.aihu\  Colonel  Green  ex[»ressed  his 
s^'mpathv  with  the  c<unmiitve  in  the  views  cnttuaained.  and 
sta'cd  emimatical'y  tl'-d  h-  \\-.')dd  not  under  any  circumstances 
accept  the  colonelev  of  the  pn)])or^ed  regiment;  and  thouglit  it 
verv  prolsable  lie  should  not  accent  any  military  C(jnnnission  foi" 
the  war.  [Colonel  Green  did  not  accept  service  in  the  heid 
during  the  rebeirn>n.] 

After  leaving  City  Hall,  the  cumnriltce  re})aired  to  tlie  Aslor 
Hourre  and  there  learncl  thai  (governor  Andrew  was  at  Colonel 
Frank  E.  Howe's  store,  on  Pioadway.-  Through  ilie  kind 
intervention    of  Lieiileriant    Saiuuer  Hathaway,  tbrmerly    cou- 
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i.  expressed    his    astonisliriient  that  the  committee   had   come   to 

^  New  York  •'  to  intcriere  with  his  plans,''  as  he  was  pleased  to 

I  state  it,  and  received  in  return  some  very  strong  reasons  whv 

he  should  respect  the  reasonable    local   pride    of  tlie   men    oT 
I  "Worcester    Connty.     The   governor    reqnested   to   know  what 

I  appointments  would  be  satisfactory,  and  vras  infornie':]. 

I  Immediately    thicreafter,  Edv/in  Upion,    of    Fitchburg,   was 

commissioned  colonel,  and  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague,  of  Wor- 
cester, was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel,  and  these  appoint- 
ments being  satisfnctory,  the  de-igaated  officers  commenced 
[Septtember  11th,]  tlie  recruitment  of  companies  for  the  w^w 


reiriment. 


COLONEL   EDWIN    UPTOX. 

Edwin  Upton,  commissioned  the  first  colonel  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Twenty-iiith  Yolunteers,  was  born  in  l^^lo,  and  was  a 
re^idiDt  of  Fitcnburg,  Dy  trade  he  was  a  mason,  but  for  a 
nu!nl>er  of  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  was 
lai-gely  engaged  in  tl:e  lumber  trade,  in  wluch  iic  accumulated 
some  property.  Under  the  administi-ation  of  President  Lincoln 
he  received  an  appointment  in  fne  Boston  Custom  House,  which 
he  held  ami  surrendered  at  the  time  of  receiving  tlic  commission 
as  colunel.  For  twciity-live  years  he  had  been  actively  con- 
necied  with  the  jlac^sachusctls  }>lilitia,  rcceivifig  regular  pro- 
motion fi'oin  a  ])riv{,ie  to  Ihe  rank  uf  colonel  of  the  Old  Nintl: 
liriiment.  lie  had  heh;l  tluit  comnussion  with  great  credit 
to  hbnself  for  a  nnmlier  of  years,  bringing  tlie  legiment  to  a 
hiirh  deirree  of  military  perfection,  until  it  rard-:od  as  one  of 
the  btvst  militia  organizations  in  tlie  State. 

Ar  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  ca]>tain  of  the 
'•Washington  Guards,"  of  Pitcliburg.  As  commander  of  tlia« 
co!n|»anv,  in  response  to  '-General  Orders"  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, he  rejKjrted  his  command  in  condition  to  go 
into  active  service  whenever  required.  The  other  military 
<a---mization  of  Fitehlan-g,  the  "  Fitehburg   Fu>ili.n-s;"  Oaptidn 
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John  W.  Kimball,  was  also  ready  for  any  emcrgencv.  Tbe5-e 
companies  were  fully  recruited,  and  on  tiu^^  :?Tth  of  A})ril 
joined  in  a  public  parade.  Tlio  people  of  Fireldjurg  were 
thoroughly  patidotic  and  many  of  the  military  men  of  tlie  ]>laee 
were;  •'  spoiling  for  a  figlit.''  But  tiie  tim.e  liad  not  come  when 
their  services  were  Pieeded.  Abervrards  the  •*  Fusiliers"  were 
assigned  to  the  Fifteentli  regiment,  and  the  "  Washijjgton 
(xuaids"  with  Captain  Theodore  S.  Foster  in  command,  united 
with  the  Twenty-first  regiment.  A  new  conipany  of  ^\liich  tliO 
old  ^-"Washington  Guards''  formed  the  nucleus,  was  immcli- 
ately  recruited  by  Charles  II,  Foss,  an  energetic  and  public 
spirited  yon.ng  man  of  Fitchbni-g,  of  ^^llic]l  eo^i'pany  he  avos 
appointed  coLumander,  and  this  new  eom[*r'ny,  made  np  of 
splendid  material  —  earnest,  courageons.  patriotic  young  men, 
marched  under  the  escort  of  the  "  Old  Guards,"  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1861,*  to  the  railroad  station  m  Fitchbui-g.  and,  under 
the  benedictions  of  a  patriotic  people,  iei'i  h)r  Worcester,  and 
joined  its  fortunes  to  those  of  the  Twenty-hftii  regiiiient,  being 
known  in  line  as  Company  V. 

Colonel  U))ton  was  an  officer  of  sterling  wortin  lie  l-rought 
to  the  service  not  only  a  high  character  foi'  bitegrity  ainl 
honor,  but  a  genuine  jsatrioti^m  aiid  a  zeal  for  the  lo}al  en  use 
whicli  nmde  him  a  lit  leadoi  of  intidligent  l[a^sachusetts 
soldiers,  .  ; ,. 

During  all  the  time  he  was  witli  iliC  regiment,  he  wa-  cai'uest 
for  its  YN-elfare  and  the  comfort  of  all  tlie  ruen.  ]n  return,  to 
an  extent  not  often  experienced  by  comnmnding  otlicers,  ]u> 
had  the  fullest  cordldence  and  ]o\e  of  the  regiment. 

Before  leaving  for  Worcester  to  a^-mne  his  comnmnd, 
Colonel  Ui)ton  received  a  valualde  testimonial  from  his 
townsmen,    and    was    addressed    by    Hon.    Amasa    Norcross, 


*  NVe  are  inaf-ht^'d  U':  umrh  infnnnati'.ii  coiir^'TDiiii;  1-  itolihura  military  :ilY:iirs   t.'.  ti'*'.  work 
FUchburg  in  the  War  of  tliO  R-belliuii/'  cvnij-il^a  by  n^.rny  A.  \\\V\.^. 
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who  made  the  presentation.  In  the  course  of  his  address, 
Mr.   Norcross   said:  — 

"  This   expression   comes   from   those   ^vlio    have   fur  ij   years 

ohserved  your  course  in  private  as  well  as  pubHc  life,  arid  now  on 
tht>  eve  of  your  departure  to  join  the  forces  marshalled  in  defense 
of  all  on  earth  we  most  higlily  prize,  they  would  give  you  assurance 
that  you  have  not  failed  that  good  name  whif;]i  is  rather  to  be  chosen 
than  great  riches,  and  thai  loving  favor  \vhich  is  better  than  silver 
o,r  gold." 

After  the  somewhat  brief  service  Colonel  U{)ton  was  able 
to  render,  and  after  the  recovery  of  his  healtli,  the  loss  of 
which  compelled  him  to  leave  the  field,  he  was  again  np- 
poiuted  to  the  Boston  Custom  House,  as  storekeeper  of  the 
Ap}n'aiscrs'  store.  He  resigned  that  position  that  he  might 
accept  appointment  as  keeper  of  the  jail  at  Fitchburg.  In  the 
discharge  of  his  "duty,  while  superintending  the  blasting  of 
rocks  upon  the  jail  grounds,  a  ];reHiature  explosion  occasioned 
such  injury  that  he  has  since  been  totally  deprived  of  sight. 
This  terrible  affliction,  in  wliich  he  has  tlie  warmest  sympathy 
of  all  his  former  comrades  in  arms,  is  borne  with  heroic  bravery 
and  the  uncomplaining  patience  of  a  tiue  Christian  gentlenum. 

Deprived  himself  of  light,  ho  i^  y^-t  the  light  of  a  pleasant 
homo,  and  the  recipioMt  of  tlie  love.  ai}d  gratitade  of  his 
neighbors  and  fellovr  citizens. 

CA3IP    LINCOLN. 

The  agricultural  grounds  in  AVorcester  had  been  secured  for 
tlie  u^e  of  the  new  regiment,  designated  the  Twenty-lifrh  Massa- 
chir-eLis  Yolunteei-s,  ^md  on  the  2Gth  day  of  v^eptember,  some 
of  the  companies  having  recruited  the  ftdl  number  of  men,  and 
otliers  partially  recruited,  formed  camp  upon  the  agricultuial 
gruunds.  widch  was  designated  Cmnp  Lincoln  in  honor  of  ex- 
(iovcrnor  Levi  Linc(dn,  wliobC  distinguir^hed  service  to  the 
C<.Miimon\voaUli  and  hearty  symi.athy  ibr  its  citizen  soldiery 
W'di   merited    the  distinction. 
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He;ulquartei\<,  Bostou,  Se[itciiil»er  liath,  ISf.l. 
Sp<?cial  Order,  ) 

ColoDcl  Edwin  Upton,  ;vuthorked  by  S]jecial  Order 
No.  439,  to  raise  a  regiment  of  voliuiteers  for  tlie  serviv-P:  of  tln'  Tfriited  States, 
will  direct  the  following  named  persons,  reported  by  him  as  ready  with  recruits, 
to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  Camp  in  Worcester,  and  report  to  the  officer  in 
command. 

JOSIAII    PlClCETT,  »  J.    ^YALnO    Dkx.W, 

Oksox  ^Mollto.v,  WiLLAiu^  Clakk, 

TuoifAS  O'Neill,  Aleeut  II.  Fostei:, 

Ch  VRLES  H.  Foss.  Louis  Wagely. 

By  order  of  the  Coinmaiider-in-Cliief, 

William  Sciiollek,  Adjutant- General. 
Captain    C.    G.    Attwood,  commanding  company  "C/"  ai'd  Captuin   V,   V. 
Parkhp.rs%  coniinandinj.-   ccmpany  '•  I,"  rejioried  ar   Camp  Linoolu  a  few  days 
aftervv'ords. 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Eegiment,  Massaclmsetts  Volunteers. 
Woictister,  M;\ss.,  Svpiembor  25th,  ISGl. 
General  Orders,  \ 
No.  1.  ) 

I.  The  camp  of  t]u^^  regiment  on  tlie  grounds  of  the  Agricultural  Society, 
will  bo  desiguated  as  formerly .  Camp  Linrohi. 

II.  xS.iI  companies  or  pi'rts  of  companies  enlisted  fo^-  this  regiment  will 
report  forthwith  at  tliis  camp.  All  pertous  engage'l  in  recruitiiig  for  this 
regiment  are  requested  to  txert  themselves  to  secure  the  requisite  number  of 
good  men,- to  fill  it  to  its  maximnm  strength  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

IJ^uK?  of  daily  durie?  vvill  be  as  follows:-^ 

I'^veill- ." .at  6.00  A.  ■>!.  :   Company  Drill 2  00  p.  m. 

Squad  Drill ^--'O  |  Recall 4.00 

liecali ~ ■^'^  i  Retreat,   at    whii-h    limc 

Breakfast -■•        ' A'o  !       thero    will   be   a   Drc^•.^ 

Surgeon's  Call '.        300       -      '       Tarade 5  00 

Guard  Mom^ting. 9.00  I   Supper 6.00 

Compaiiv  and  Squad  Drill,     lo.OO  Tatt.)0 9.00 

Eeeall. .' H-'^O  Tap,. 9.o0 

j):j^jj,.^ ] 2  00  M.        j   W hen  aU  U'jlds  must  be  extinguished 

except  a*    headquarters  and  at  the 
;       guard  tents. 

Lieutenant  F.  E.  Goodwin  is  hereby  detailed  as  recruitin-  oirueroC  th^-*  Can:p, 
and  all  per>ons  Avishiug  to  enter  f^r  the  purpo..-  of  cnlistii.g  will  be  s.;nt  by  thO 

ofncer  of  the  guard  to  him.  at  lieadip-irters. 

])y  command  (,>i 

Colonel  Kinv.x   Urrox. 
]■;.  A.   IIaukxkss.  A'[}"taM. 
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Camp  Lincoln  presented  a  lively  appearance  to  the  day 
of  the  departure  of  the  regiment.  From  all  sections  of 
Worcester  Courjty,  as  ^vell  as  from  Boston,  where  one  company 
[C]  was  principally  recruited,  jnen  flocked  to  the  Twenty- 
lifth  camp  to  subscribe  their  names  u])on  the  roll  of  honor, 
and  the  close  of  October  found  a  full  regiment  ready  for 
service. 

Camp  Lincoln  was  laid  out  in  an  attractive  manner,  and  its 
|1  good  order  and   cleanliness  were  subjects  of  general  remark 

i  from   the  thousands  who  visited  the   i.>:rounds.     The   companv 

I  streets   were    spacious,    and    guide    boards    at    the   entrances 

1  usually  indicated  the  company  occupying  the  pTcmises.     The 

^  City   Guards    [Company   A]    had   a  merry   tiuie   on  ''Pickett 

I  a\cnue;"  Captain  O'Neiirs,  Company  E,  dvvelt   uoon  -'Jackson 

\  street;"  Captain  Att wood's,  Compariy  C,  erected  its  tents  upon 

\  ''  Carver  street,"   a  nanic   suggested   from  the   fact   that   the 

:  Captain   ser-'ed  as  Lieutenant  in  what  was  known  as  "Dodo"s 

;  Carvers,"  a  Boston  company  attached   to  the  Third  Battalion 

\  of  Eifles,  in  the    three    months'   service ;    Captain  Wagely's, 

r  Company  G,  indulged    in  lager  on  "Liberty  street;"   and  the 

\  Millbrd    company,     [B]     Captoin     Clark,    named    its    street 

^  '-Prapor,"  in  honor  of  a  well   known  pati'iolic  citizen  of  that 

J  town,  whose  son   was  a  licuicnaut  in   the   coui[)any,  and    who 

A-ame  hon4.e. from,  the  war  as  a  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The  company  streets  faced  west  towards  Agricultural  street, 
V,  the  right  being  near  Highland  street,  and  the  companies  were 

I     •  disposed  in  the  following  ordo]-: — 
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hi  rank  as  foUuws, 

THE   liEGI-MKNT    AILMED. 

The  government  armory  at  Springfield  was  celelu'atcd  for 
the  perfection  of  tiie  musket  there  manufactured.  This  armory 
however  was  unable  to  muuuhieture  a  sui.i.Iy  erpuil  to  the 
•extraordinary    demunu    made    upon   it.      The   Imruing   of    the 
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armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  cut  off  that  source  of  supply,  and 
the  treachery  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War  under  'Mv. 
Buchanan,  left  the  goverurnent  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Avor 
with  a  meagre  supply  of  arms  ou  hand.  Only  a  few  Aveeks 
before  the  crash  came,  Mr.  Floyd  sent  one  htmdred  and  fifteen 
thousand  small  arms  into  the  seceding  States,  so  tliat,  with  the 
amount  already  on  hand  at  tlic  arsenals  in  Charleston,  Augusta, 
Baton  llouge,  etc.,  the  Confederacy  found  itself  mu(^h  Ijctter 
suppjlied  than  the  United  States.  Being  very  nearly  desritiUo 
of  small  arms,  our  government,  able  to  obtain  only  about 
twelve  thousand  annually  from  the  Springfield  Arniory,  was 
forced  to  go  to  the  markets  of  EtJrope  for  a  supply,  the 
English  and  Belgian  factories  supplying  arms  necessary  foi- 
the  emergency.  These  arms  proved  to  be  much  below  the 
Springfield  standard.  Some  of  the  old  fiishioned  orms 
manufactured  in  tlie  Germanic  States,  were  also  purcliased 
to   provide   for  iin mediate   needs. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  war,  the  army  sutTcred  very 
much  from  d^-fectivc  arms,  ond  to  this  alone  may  be  charged 
a  large  share  of  ihe  ill  luck  attending  that  year  of  contest 
with  an  enemy  better  armed  than  the  Union  army. 

But  the  meons  of  supplying  tiie  demand  were  constantly 
increasing  l»y  tlie  addition  of  n.ev,"  mael\inery,  so  that,  during 
the  second  yenr  of  the  war.  the  Ordnance  Department 
furnished  the  various  armies  in  the  field  with  two  hundred 
thousand  muskets  manufactured  at  Springfield,  and  in  ISGo 
the  number  maiiufaciured  at  tliut  armoiy  was  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand.  AV'e  manufactured  sufiicient  for  the  demand, 
and  of  a  quality  superio!*  to  any  obtuin-jd  in  Eu'-oite,  liavii-g 
also  the  advantage  of  requiiing  smaller  charges  of  powder 
and  giving  a  greater  })recision  of  aim  timn  th.e  f>reign  arms. 

Oii^  the  2nd  of  Octol)er,  the  Twenty-fiftlt  :\Iassachusctts  was 
supplied  with  the  Eniield  [En-lish]  nnu>ket.  rified,  and  on 
the  3ra  of  October  the  battalion  had  its  iir^t  dre^s  parade 
with   arms. 
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On  the  Till  of  Octoliei'.  and  thereafter  daily,  until  the  duty 
was  perfornied,  the  regiraeat  was  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  by  companies,  the  miibiering  officer  being 
Captain  John  M.  Goodhue,  Eleventh  United  States  Infantry, 
who,  during  a  portion  of  the  three  months'  service  was  Adju- 
tant of  the  Thiird  Battab.on  of  Rifies,  under  Major  Devens. 

October  9th,  tlic  Twenty-tlfth  Regiment  had  its  first  battalion 
drill,  and  on  the  2bth,  the  line  officers  received  their  com- 
missions, and  on  the  succeeding  day,  were  duly  "qualified'' 
according  to  law. 

♦                        Fm'.li)  and  Staff. 
Colonel Edwin  I'ptou,  FiLchl'urir. 


Lieutenant-Colonel 

Major 

Adjutant 

Qunrterniaster. . . . 

Surg-eon 

Assistant  Surgeon, 
Chaplain 


Com  pan  V  A 


Conj  nun  y   15. 


Company  C 


I). 


.  .  .Augu.<ru.-*  1>.  M.  Sjda-U'',  Worcester. 

^Nhitthew  J.  McCaiTerty,  ^Vo^l.•e^rtfr. 

Eliji^h  A.  llarknes:',  Woref.ster. 

. .  .  .William  0.  Br.Avn,  Fitchhurir. 
. . .  .J.  .Marcus  liice,  M..  D.,  Worce.^tcr. 

Theron  TonipL',  M.  1)  ,  Er-lchevto-wn. 

. .  .  .Eev.  Horace  Janu^s,  W.:.rre<cei. 
[For  full  ru5i.er  of  the  regiment,  see  appendix.] 

yox-<::o?.r.Mis.-?ioN"i-:i»  Staff. 

Sor<_'eant-Major Charles  11.  I)a\  i.-,  Worce.sier. 

QuarterniasterSerp-caut.  .Kdnard  A.  Hv(..v!>.  Fitchbury. 
Oonitnissary-Sorufajit.  .  ..Elhri-iyc  G.  A\"atk;n.y.  Worcester. 
Hospital  Steward Samuel  Fhi.u.u-,  A\'oi'ce,>ier. 

J.INK     Qj-riCKKS. 

Captain Josiali  Pickett,  Worcester. 

First  Lieutenant Frank  E.  Ci'^-Klwin,  Worcester. 

Seconil  Lieut.Miaut..  .^^lerritr  l\.  IJesscy.  ^^'(.n•esrer; 

Capfain Willard  Clark,  Miifnr.l. 

First  Lieut'-nant.    ...  William  Emery,  Milford. 
Second  Li*  atenant... William  F.  Draper,  Milford. 

Captuin Cornelius  G    Atru.>()d,  Ba>t')n. 

First  Lien.UMiant Jarop-  Tucker,  B..'.<fon. 

Second  Lit-nrenanr. .  .  .Meri'ii-k  V   Frouty.  Sptmccr. 

C:iprnin AHh-il  IL  F..-rcr.  Woirf-it-r. 

Fi'^t  Lieurcnant Go...  S:  Camphrll.  Worcester. 

Second  Licutf-nant..  .Gto.  LL  Spauldii-.u,  A'.'urcestf-r. 
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Company  E.      Capi;iiu I'lujinas  O'Neill,  Worcester. 

First  Li'Mitenaiit Willi:!ii!  D;'>ly,  WorcestC'r. 

Sccoiiu  Lieutt.-iiaiii..  .  Hi-Dry  }.I(C(>iiville,  ^^'ol•Cf•s^:er. 

Company  F.      Captain Chnrles  H.  Fo^s,  I'itclibnrg-. 

First  Lieutenant Levi  Lawrenci-,  Fii:cM'iii\u-. 

Second  LieiiienaTit..  .J.  If.'nry  iiis.'b'ini-'ja,  Fitchhurg-. 

Company  G.      Captain TjOiiis  "Wauely,  ^Vorcester. 

j  First  Lieutenant IFenry  M.  Filcliter,  A\'orce^ter. 

\  Second  Lieucenant..  .Frederic  A.  ^^''ei-■and,  "Worcester. 

:  Company  IL      Captain « )j-.-o]i  MuuJcon,  Vrorcester. 

;  First  Lit-u*-ejiant I>'..i<l  M.  Woodward,  Worcester. 

Second  Lieutenant..  ."NLitlianicLli.  Fo::^er,  North Erookrield. 

C')ni|>any    I.      Captain Varanus  1'.  rarkl'invi ,  Teinplfcton. 

First  Lieutenant James  B.  Sniitli.  li(;yalstpn.    ■ 

Second,  Lieuleuaut..  .Anio?  lUdTiim,  TeiDvJfrou. 

Company  K.      Capruin J.  Wal.!o  ]>'any,  'A  orccst^r. 

First  Lieutenant Sapiuid  Ilarj-inutuii,  I'axt.ju. 

Second  Lieutejianv. .  ..Taines  M,  Drenrian,  Worcester. 

;  KEHIMENTAL  BAND  AND  DRUM  CORPS. 

*  William  F,  Gilmore,  Fa^v•tacket.  R.L,  Ltar,.,-. 

Jonatlian  IL  Sanirson,  A\'orcester.  Jloiiry  "W.  ^'ra\^■J-ord,  <Jakliam. 

Wm.  De  F.  Lak'-m.  IX.u-las.  Coruolln:;  LniTu>,ai<,  TJ^udas. 

*  Ab'jali  ^L  Bond,  Fa^vtucket.  Daniel  i_'.  Gates,  AVoreester. 

Alonzo  P.  r>osv,-ort!i,       "  John  W.  Gould,  ^Vorcc^te^. 

Alfred  L.  Dickiusun,       "  Stephen  C.  Hasiin-s,  Aslihurnli;im. 

-  Heorv  Fish.  ''  *  Otis  H.  Knigkr,,  AVoreester. 

Ca;.-oll  J.  rell-n,  "  Horace  F.  Lincoln,  A aieboro! 

Chailvjs  F.  Tir-'liile,  "  Ceo.  M.  Newhall.  Wuiccstor. 

Albert  C.  White,  -  Amos  Steere,  Dou^ia-^. 

Cb:'-h-s  E.  Lovlo-;.  PrincutOD.  ■  Janes  Stewarc.  Woiresier. 

Kii^ene  Carr,  St.  liinu.  Sauiuel  W.  'JMe.',  Wcrcester. 

David  Cl:ase,  GrafiiHi.  Daniel  .-V.  AVlute,  Cliidon. 
Geor-e  IL  Wilswu,  Wor.'estcr. 

A  drum  cor[»s.  compri^iim'  a  dedail  of  two  iruisicitms  from 
each  conipaiiy,  \va>>  organized  at  Canrp  Liii.:(jl]i,  and  was 
insLriicted  l»y  the  well  known  veteran  drumtnc^r  of  Worce.-^ter, 
Jiil-al  H.  llavcn,  who  had  Ciili-ted  in  Coniptoiy  A.  From 
earJv  uiornino;  mstil  hite  al  ni-lic  was  heurd  tlie  tapping  of  the 


"r''-<:ea.Ned  mwv  the  war, 
Jaiues  Stc-Aart  die-i  ut  New  ii-iiu-.  N.  C  .  .\UL:u-.t  -i-nli,  1SG2. 


I 


ff" 


\ 


I 


% 


'       V 


*«"  „   '4. 


.J.    \V.   GOI  LD. 


^: 


.^' 


• 


D.  A.  White. 


f 


A  Ail 


\ 


%. 


^' 


X 


It-^;     ..-^ 


.^   \ 


^\■>f.  E.  Gu.MOr.K. 


Rec[mknta[.   Hand. 


Of.o.  H.  Wilson. 


lIAi<,t-jj.<.  rriati'^j   '•„.  /lo»L,n 


if 


WEAiaXG    THE   BIJ'E. 


19 


Hticks,  under  the  supervision  of  Drum-Mnjor  Haven,  whose 
faitliful  instruction  and  patient .  waiting  for  tlie  progress  of 
his  pupils,  was  rnially  rewarded  by  a  drum  eorps  that  couhl 
be  excelled  by  none  other  in  the  service.  Druni-Major  Haven 
continued  in  charge  of  this  cori)S  until  xVugast  3l!th,  1SG2, 
when,  for  disability,  he  was  compelled  to  ask  for  liis  discharge. 
Ira  D.  Bates,  of  Company  B,  succeeded  Jubal  J.I.  IlavLm  as 
principal  musician,  reujaining  in  that  capacity  during  the  war. 
It  is  only  justice  to  say,  that,  under  the  direction  of  principal 
nuisician  Bates,  tlie  drum  corps,  which,  after  the  discharge  of 
the  band,  was  the  only  music  of  the  regiment,  was  brought  to 
a  surprising  degree  of  perfection,  very  nmch  to  the  credit  of 
all  the  members  of  the  corps,  and  particularly  establishing  the 
reputation  of  musician  Bates  as  an  instructor. 


WARRANT    OFFICEilS. 

CompaDv  A.     ^ferjennis, —  Geo,  x\.  Jolmson;  George  Buvr;  J;naerf  M.  Hervey  ; 

Jaiiie.s  J.  MoLaue  ;  Welcome  W.  Sj-rnirue.     Corponds, —  .Jaalaui  Gat^.s:  F. 

L.  K.  Goes;  Calviii    A.   W^jr-r^on :  John   A.   Tlioinpson:  E.lwiii   K.  ^\vy>r  : 

Johu  A.  Chenery  ;  Henry  M.  Me  ;  Samuel  H.  rutnaiu. 
Company  B.     Se)yr<l.:|f:',--Joh\^    J.    ^^rrCortev  ;  ,  Srh  e^tev  l\   Knim;    Clias.    S. 

Watkins;  Ocls  W.  Ifohues;  Paran  C.  H.  Belclior.      Cnrp<jraU,—  M}K'Tr  \\ . 

Cuok;    Henry   C.   Ellis;    Gha:^.    H.   Spencer:    Davia  L.   Day;    Reuben  'i'. 

L«-jriai.l;   1 '.>ra<-e  (/.■Whiciag  ;  Gha-^.  E,  Builm-t-.i!  ;   ilinryC.  Duutun. 
C-'Mipaiiy  G.     .^.?v.a//^x.— Jereiaiali  V.   San'^ovu  ;  Geo.   M.    Kctb-ll;  Albiuu  A. 

M.-s>-r;    Jo!iu    W.  Ik.we :    Edward    Dove.     Ge/7^'/-a<V- Tl;<.lan^  A.  Xny. 

.•r.»~;    Edwara    A.    Franklin:    Mai^unll    Leo:    ,Tohn    E.    Eurkt: ;    Samiu-1 

IJ-aley  :  Joliu  15.  lUcd;    f-ynuiu  IF^uktr:   AU^.-rt  A.  Marshall. 
Gi>i!i[!aav  1).     S'r>'f'!:it.>, —  Heiivv  Ma,tt^.c^vs  :  Ghas.  11.  Srratton  :  Orlando  Ilod-- 

kin  ;  Hiram  X.  Earklmrst  ;  .jo>epU  E.  lv>a.x.      Corj.orals.—  Xnvnn  I'arker: 

Win.   II.   Wo.mI;    GS;as.  K.  Hill;    Oscar  Tourr.dlottr  :    Aldal  E.    Williams; 

Franklin  H.  Eerry  :   Wm.  G.  Grout  :    I'rr->r,.u  A.  G!;:nniua  y. 
( "onqauv  E.     .nV,v-v/,Jx  —  MiOiacl  MeK<^'ti  ;  Eairirk  Gurnm  ;  John  B.  MeLane  : 

Janies  McHannon  ;  Xap.dron  Ward.     ro/7^.m/s ,— Jamrs  O'Xeill  ;  Eatriek 

Mellu-ti;  Th.-mas  McKM,n:  D.a.uis  M.  Sh.-,dKin  :  Johu  Gotty:  Oiivcr  E. 

Laff-Ttv  ;  Jeremiah  O'Cuum-rs  :  J-lm  E<yd. 
Gwuipanv  R      .s.n/.'/^'N,"Ai-;vu,as    S.    E,rv..;!;  Gharl  >    F.    Epr-m:   (di^er    D. 

Wild.-r  ■  .Tolui  SiuMMids;  Gha^.  Hall.      Go/yora/.,— S.  Aa;:ti.riis  Koek\vo,.d; 

Jame,(uauam;  G^o   !>    Er-n-TMr;   Owi^h-   W.  BMams :  Geo.  Fnuv  :   Walter 

H.  Sawtollp;  John  A.  Si,:nihliiiu- ;   'Ide.mas  F.  ]^!ti.a<a. 
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Rev.  Horace  James, 
Chaphiin. 


Iclijfjpe  VrtHlinj    Cj.  l!:i<iton. 
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Company  (t.     Stnjraut.i--\l\mv\\)\\  A.   il:>ckt.r ;     Ilciiry   F.   SKnl:/ ;     John   M. 

Kuapp;     (/.(^tifric'l     Kreis.        T'oo/m/w/;,,  ~  ^\'olf^aIl^•     Leopold;     Gottfried 

S[)eisser  :  IMu'ili[>  l-ii>r|:cr ;   "Wni,  Miielli-r ;  I'riil.  ^Vai.■'•sor. 
Company  M.     Srry'.oai^.— AviUnv  l^  Forl.ps;  Chas.  il.  I'elton  ;  Tlu.iuas  Glea- 

si.Mi  ;    J;;iiies   A.    ^^'ooli\\■<.)rt!l  ;     Win    J.  'reui[ilf:.      t'orpor-ais, —  Lawson   ]). 
I  Wood;  Francis  Brid-c>;  Ciias.  U.  ^ca-mve;  John  1).  Miriek;  Henry  W. 

FernaM  ;  Randall  ^lann  ;  WiHard  Cheney,  Jr. ;  Fihvard  W.  \\  ellin-ton. 
Company  L      Sernojuf^. —  Jolai   AV.   l)a\  is  :     Tiionias  Saul;    Jos.   S.   M'>ukon  ; 

Timothy    S.    Heahi;      Jns.    T.    Xi<;hr,l<.        C'or|,,>rr//.>%  —  Benj,    W.    Mayo; 

Lymau"s.    Wlivelrr  ;.,  Gf...  Trask  :    J)wiuht    M.    }dartin  :    Dav  id  ^^^  ])ay  ; 

}!avla]i  P.  Motcalf :  (ic...  \^\  ^V'ilso^  :  {W>n^.,  A.  Jackson. 
Comp.uiy  K.     Strr.font.^^ — Chas.    F.    Te^v ;     lidwaid    T.    Raymond;    Emerson 

Stone;    rw.'oriio    Jjiirr:    Samnel  A.  Cl.Tk.      C<>rj:ora'.s. — lames  R.  Horton  ; 

Edward  B.  Buss;  Luke  T.  lirnry;    AVaI.er  S,  Ciark;  \\'m.  X.  Green,  Jr. ; 

noratiu  B.  Spoouer ;  Josejdi  BillLnus  ;  Roheit  T.  Chapman. 

I)uri!ii;"  the  latter  days  of  Octobei",  Camp  Lincoln  was 
tlirongcJ  Itv  the  peoj.le  of  Worcesccr  .nnd  towns  re]iresented 
bv  coni[>aijics  and  sohiier^  in  the  fe(.':iineut.  There  v>  ere  many 
notable  instances  of  the  hiirhest  esteem  entertain;:d  towards 
members  of  the  ])ati:olion  bv  neighbors  arid  friends,  ^vho,  with 
the  warmest  interesr.  were,  wateliing  the  '  preparations  for 
de|)arture.  The  ileid  and  siaQ',  commissioned  ■  and  warrant 
ofiicers,  together  with,  many  privates,  received  suljstantial 
tokens  of  regard.  Tiie:~e  in-tances  of  generous  forcthouglit 
were  too  namnrons  to  be  s['ecially  mentioned  here.  a;>d'it  is, 
|)erhaps,  suflieient  to  ^ay  that  the  nmny  occasions  of  puhli'; 
presentatlous  created  wide  spread  interest,  and  gave  liumy  an 
orator  an  opportnniiy  to  rocurd  hiiieclf  u})on  the  side  of  tf.e 
Constitntio!i  and  the  Lbiion. 

A  large  nundjer  of  the  Twenty-iifth  Regiment  were  con- 
nected witli  tin*  pari.di  of  which  Rev.  ^[erriri  Richard.^un  was 
p^s:tor — the  Salem  Strcvt  Society  in  Worcester.  Xo  clergy- 
man of  the  city  iiad  been  more  e.triiest  than  he  in  arousing  the 
people  to  tlie  higlu'St  phine  of  duty  in  lesisting  the  .accession 
moveuient.  Idis  winged  words  clectriheal,  not  ah)ne  hi.-  own 
comriegi;lii.»n.  bnt,  ce!i',)ing  through  the  })ub]ic  })ress  from  week 
to  week,  resonm:k'd  through  tlte  coimtry,  and  toueliedi  ihe  hearts 
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of  many  true  men  all  ov^r  tlie  Common  wealth.  Mr.  Richard- 
sou  held  service  on  several  Sabbaths  in  Camp  Lincoln,  and 
discoursed  to  the  soldiers  upon  the  great  duty  before  them. 

It  was  this  society,  having  such  a  pastor,  that  held  a'. social 
gathering  before  the  Twenty-tifth  left  Worcester,  at  which  Lhe 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiment,  connected  with  the 
society,  were  entertained,  and  an  informal  fare^^'ell  and  "  God 
bless   you"  extended. 

The  Worcester  Spy  of  the  following  morning,  itemizing  the 
'I  occasion,  said:  — 

f  "A    bountiful    collation   was     prepared    hy   the   niemhers  of    the 

I  society,    v/lncb    was   freely   offered    by    the   fair  ones    in   utcendauce. 

Unlike  "siniih\r  occasions  in  days  of  peace  and   tranquility,  tliere  was 

a   solemnity    mir.gled    with   greetings,  anticipating   future    events  in 

\  regard   to   the   welfare   of  those  brave   and  patriotic   men   who   are 

J  about  to  leave  tlieir  homes  and  loved  ones  for  the  field   of  battle  and 

i  its  uritold   results.     Mr.  li'chardsca    otfered   a   fervent   pi-a}  er,  v\-r.inh 

I  was    listened    to    with    profound    attention    by    all    present.       Short 

srrceches  were  made  by  ^Ir.  Richardson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  B.  E. 

Sprague,    Captaid   J.   "Waldo   Denny    and   Juhn    I).    Ir.ddwin  :  all    of 

\\lnch  were  clothed  Vvith  words  \vell  suited  to  tlie  tinses  and  occasion. 

The  band  of  the  Twenty-fifth  iMassachusetts  was  present  adding  not 

a  Utile  to  the  eiitertainnicrit  bv  its  excellent  music." 


\  .      CHAPLAIN    JAMI-:S. 

I  Another  Worcester  clergyman  had  been  an  earnest  defender 

i  of  tlie  Union   cause  and   a  codaborer  with   Mr.  Richardson   in 

I    •  .^lirring  up  public  thought  to  the  necessities  of  tlie   hour.     Tlie 

I  }»cdpit   of  the   Old  South    Socit'ty,   occupied  by   Rev.    Horace 

^  dames,  had  thundered  its  denunciations  against  the  rebellion, 

\^  Mr.  James  was  an  earnest  worker,  and   his  very  nature  made 

fe  it  impossible  that  his  patriotism  could  be   hypothetical.     As  a 

^^  pubpit  orator,  his  fame  vras  co-extensivc  \vith  his.  denomination  ; 
as  a  scljolarly  defender  of  his  Cliristian  faith,  he  was  popular 
with  his   parish   and   churcli  —  as  a   genial   gerdleman,  he  was 

I  beh.ived  by  all  who  were  honored  with  his  friendshi|;.     It  is  not 

I 
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therefore  surprising  that  the  officers  of  the  regiment  early 
sought  him  for  chaplain.  Severol  days,  however,  elapsed  after 
the  unanimous  invitation  was  extended  to  him  to  become  the 
regimental  cha[)hiin,  before  he  fmallj  concluded  to  surrender 
his  pastoral  duties  for  those  of  the  field.  He  immediatcl7 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Old  South  Society:- — 

*•  To  the  Assessors  of  the  Thirst  Parish  in   Worcester: 

"Gentlemen, —  Our  counti-y  s;tiil  continues  to  call  tier  sons  to  the 
Held  in  defence  of  her  institutions.  In  answer  to  her  call,  another 
regiment  from  Worcester  County,  in  addition  to  tlie  Fifteenth  and 
T^venty-f!^st,  is  nearl\^  reatly  to  marcli.  It  is  composed  of  tlie  flower 
of  our  youth,  ajid  takes  not  a  fev/  from  our  churches  and  congi'ega- 
tlons.  Through  its  constituted  autliorities  it  has  elected  your  pu.stoi- 
as  its  chaplain,  and  strongly  urges  his  acceptance  of  the  post. 

'•I  submit  to  you,  tlierefore,  the  question:  Are  you  willii'g  to  let 
nie  i^o  •''  ft  seems  to  niyself  like  the  voice  of  the  Lord.  It  so 
accords  with  the  siiirlt  of  my  public  teachings,  it  is  so  filtiug  a 
sacrince  in  the  hour  of  our  nation's  danger  and  distress,  and  so 
manifestly  uKlicated  in  divine  providence,  that,  in  the  absence  of  any 
decisive  considerations,  on  tl.se  other  side  of  the  question,  it  is,  to  me, 
plaiiibv  a  duty  to  obey  the  sunuDons.  I  therefore  a;k  of  you  the 
favor  that  van  will  take  immediate  measures  to  open  t!ie  way  for  my 
dej'.nrlure. 

"And,  that  your  action  mvy  be  perfectly  nnembarrasseih  I  herein- 
tender  to  you  my  resi.^nation  of  the  pa--^.torate  of  the  First  Church 
and  Parish  in  "Worcester,  widi  a  view  to  accept  the  chapkuncy  of  die 
Twenty-tifili  lAr^^ime^t  ^Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

•' AVirhiiiu-  you,  and  the  beloved  people  to  whom  I  have  ministered 

in  th^>  Ford  for  nearly  nine  years,  all  blessings  from  above, 

''  1  am  very  faithfuby,  your  pastor, 

"  HoKAcn  Jamks. 

^'"WouCKSTEK,  October  Dtln  FSGF" 

Tiuereafter  a  lai-ge  meeting  of  the  society  convened,  when 
free  and  full  expre^.-ions  of  feeling  were  giNcn.  WLirmly  coin- 
mend:itory  o(  Mr.  dames,  and  of  madness  at  [-arriu'j-  with  him. 


WJ'JARI.Xa    THE  BLUE.  .    'I-j 

and  ihe  following  vras  unaniniousiy  ailopted,  sboYsiug  that  the 
pati'iotic  Old  South  Society  Avas  vvilliiig  to  make  a  great 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  duty:  — 

'•  licsolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  thib  meetiiu^  that,  it  is  the  duty 
of  our  pastor  to  acceitt  the  appointment  of  chaplain  of  ti.e  'J\venty- 
iifth  Kegimeiit  Massachusetts  Volunteers.*' 

Afterwards  a  legal  meeting  of  tlie  parish  coiifirmed  the 
action  of  the  society  or  church,  and  tiie  way  thus  being  pre- 
pared, Mr.  James  accepted  tlte  chaplaincy  and  was  conunis- 
bioned  Octobef  2Sih,  wdth  rank  of  capiaiu. 

MARCHING      0I^DEI:S. 

On  the  2yth  October,  Colonel  U}>ton  received  orders  to  be  in 
readiness  to  repoit  with  his  regiment  to  Brigadier  General 
A.  E.  Burnside,  at  Annapolis,  Maryland. 

The  order  was  as  follov\*s  : — 

Commonwealth  of  ^Massachusetts. 

Headfiivarters,  Boston,  C)ctoVirT  i^9i:h,  18G.1,' 
Sppciol  OrderSj  \ 
Xo.  5o7.         ) 
£  ColoiK-1  Upton,  conainnnding  tlte  T^vo^lt^ -tU'ili  Itfgiinent 

i  of  Massachusetts  Yolnnteers,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  witli  his  coiuriKind, 

^  '»u  '.I'hiirsdav  next,  tr?  ^^ nnnii.:>li<,  Maryland,  and  report  for  SL-r\ ire  to  Brip:adier 

(i   a-ral  A.  V..  Bura^i.!.,  Uidted  Siaies  \'oI:aiteer^.  " 

Qurtrtermasrer  General  Pvoed  ^vill 'lunii^h  transportation  and  will  direct  tlie 
ri'Ute  «i  ii\e  reginsent. 

By  cwrnniaud  of  His  Excellency  Jonv  A.  Aypin-.w, 

(rOLtrnor  ami  Comin'inw^r-in-Chifj'. 
W iLLi AM  SoHori.ER,  Adjuia))t -CcHcraL 

The  oOth  of  October  v.'as  made  memorable  by  th.e  visit  to 
Camp  Lincoln  of  Governor  Andrew,  accompanied  by  Colonels 
Ivitchic  and  John  W.  Wetlscndl,  of  his  stail'.  In  the  afternoon 
His  Excellency  reviewed  the  regiment  in  ihe  ])tesence  of  a 
Zi-cut  muUitude  of  people.  After  tlie  review,  th';^  Governor 
addressed  the  battalion,  saying  he  had  seen  all  the  regimetds 
v.hif-h  the  ^^tate  had  sent  to  the  field,  but  the  Twenty-fifth  was 
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t];p  li.'in'lsn'iio.-t  OMO  lie  \vi\(\  ever  set  his  eyes  on,  and  Yvas 
5-ui!ipii:-eii  of  lite  nol>ir'st  looking  body  of  men  lie  Lad  ever  seen 
assembled  in  uniform.  He  spoke  of  the  immortal  Fifteenth 
lie-iiiient,  and  its  nobui  commander,  Charles  Devens,  Jr.,  the 
iViMiv  of  uliose  gallant,  action  Avoukl  last  as  long  as  the  hills 
nr'oiiiid  hiiu  sliuuld  endure.  For  every  drop  of  i>lassachnsetts 
bioiM.l  that  had  b<:en  shed  in  tiiat  nnequal  contest  at  Ball's 
j>l uff,  he  charged  tliis  regiment  to  take  righteous  vengeance, 
v,ot  \vii]i  (lie  spirit  of  barbarisnj,  Ijiit  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
ihr.swjnL^  this  most  fuul  conspiracy  against  the  Constitution  and 
ih';  i.nws.  He  closed  with  the  expression  of  his  earnest  hope, 
x\v.\i  (lie  men  before  him,  led  by  such  gallant  ofticers,  would 
^irik^  an  ijf^cctive  blow  at  the  rel^elliv^n,  and  be  pre} fared  fur 
any  late  —  and,  God  willing,  return  safely,  after  the  achieve- 
merit  of  tlic  great  victory  which  ultimately  awaits  our  arras. 

The  ^peech  was  received  with  kjud  cheering  by  tlie  regiment, 
h;  ij  bv  Cohjnel  Upton. 


EN      ROUTE. 

<  )ij  the  -31st  of  October,  1S61,  Camp  Lincoln  was  the  scene 
of  uiiusual  aniuiution.  The  soldiers  were  surrounded  by  their 
fri.'Mids  froiu  all  parts  of  the  CommonvvTalth,  \v\\o  came  to  say 
t'areweil' — to  many,  the  last  fai'cwcll !  There  weic  hecirt-aches 
\\m  ^Xay  at  Camp  Liiicoln.  Taking  leave  of  iViends  is  a 
tcTriitle  ta-k  at  be-t,  but  for  the  soldier  about  to  march  to 
'Md'jiowij  fields  of  slritc!,  the  last  farewell,  the  la.^l  shake  of 
the  inuid,  is  like  taking  leave  of  the  world;  it  is  like  dying, 
and  \i  is  not  deatti,  I  ait  dying  which  is  tcrriijle. 

Proviuus  to  the  linal  '^  assend)iy  call''  at  Canq>  Lincoln,  the 
ro^ifm-nt  repaired  to  the  spacious  hall  in  the  .\grieulturol 
bnildiiig,  whrre  a  bountiful  collation,  provided  by  the  ladies  of 
W*)rcr-sti'r,  was  enii>yed. 

lt;iti;dinn  line  v. as  formed  at  three,  P.  M.,  and  the  serried 
^  '';'.!:!  iX  the  Twetdy-fifth  ]^fassacliu>etts  Volunteers  passed 
i-:.^.^;ul  the  lines  of  Canip  Lincoln,  marching  through  Highland 
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anil  Main  streets  to  tlie  common,  \v-herc,  at  fonr  o'clock,  P.  M., 
ca!"<  wevQ  taken,  over  the  Norwich  line,  for  New  York. 

The  Worcester  aS/.'-y,  on  tlie  folhvvving  morning,  voiced  the 
Ifiihlic  feeling  in  tiie  foRowing  tciidcr  editorial  upon  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ivegimcnt. 

'•Tills  regiment,  in  which  our  good  City  of  Worcester  has  so  large 
and  50  precious  an  investment  of  its  sons,  brothers  and  husbands,  left 

us  with  colors  flying,  and 

']Meriy  as  a  Tnarriagc   l>ell/ 

yesterday  afternoon  at  four  o'clock.  It  is  of  the  same  good  stock, 
we  need  scarcely  say,  as  the  Fifte.erUh,  of  v/hose  acliievement  we  are 
all  >o  justly  {Hoiid :  iitiil  ue  kiiow  it  will  be  e([U.iilv  Vvortliy  to 
represent  the  valor  and  tlie  \o\e.  of  liberty  oF  this  courny  of 
Worcester.  It  was  too  |>hiin  for  concealment,  and  is  no  rerlectiop. 
upon  any  otiier  regiment,  that  the  he-art  of  our  city  wa^.  more  deej)l;r 
touched  by  its  departure,  tli;in  by  that  of  any  previous  one.  Our 
whole  community  watclied  its  gathering  and.  its  oiganization.  with  the 
deef-esL  interest,  and  it  v/as  present  in.  un|)recedented  numbers  to 
cheer  it  ofrl 

'•  pjut  we  do  net  forget  there  were  other  experiences  yesterday  ; 
that  there  were  afihctive  separations,  and  groans,  and  tears.  Nature 
will  assert  hev  chiinis  ;  and  we  long  since  leained  a  higher  plnlosophy 
tliau  t*)  consider  manliness  and  stoicism  synr)riyinoa-,  terms.  No! 
IrX  ihe  he;irt  find  reli'u" ;  and  we  wilt  reinnnber,  wlule  \vc  weep,  all 
iha  datigers  niul  possibilities  of  rh*-  warfare  that  awaits  them  :  vve 
sliouhl  rob  these  brave  men  of  their  chlvf  glury,  if  \\\.  foi-got  that. 
Ii  is  !)ecau-e  th.ey  In-.ve  chosen  it  with,  a  full  knouhjdgc  of  all  its 
perils;  Itocause  thev  are  willing  to  defend  our  "Starry  Flag'  v.-ith 
their  lives,  now,  when,  as  we  hope  and  believe,  it  re^nesents  move 
than,  ever  before,  so  much  that  is  <lear  to  all  our  la-jarts,  thar  vt-  feel, 
arid  would  speak  of  them,  tenderly,  thankftdly  an.d  j>)yfully. 

'•We  have  good  reason,  for  believing,  that  there  is  not  a  m.in  in  the 
Twf'nry-tiblu  who  d'.es  not  know  Irow  warndy  l\is  regiment  is 
eh'-riJjrd  here  ;  and  we'  know  there  is  not  a  class,  or  sect,  or  party. 
or  !i:3tir>[!alitv,  which  h;i5  lajt  representatives  in.  it,  of  which  each 
caT5  say.  'ov  '  theui  icc  will  be  judged.' 
4 


-o  TWEyry-FiFin  Massachusetts. 

"  And,  even  to  those  so  far  removed  as  not  to  be  under  local  and 
personal  infiuenecs,  the  spectacle  yesterday  must  have  been  insi)iring. 
It  was  another  and  atii^cting  illustrat:r>ii  of  the  fact,  that  there  are 
causes  which  are  still  held  dearer  tiian  life  ;  aiid  that  a  patriotism 
so  genuine  and  heroic,  can  do  much  to  smooth  the  •wrinkled  front 
of  war,'  wliile  elevating  our  thoughts  to  a  higher  plane  than  we  have 
known  in  the  years  of  peace. 

"As  a  living  power  in  defence  of  a  good  cause,  this  regiment  will 
be  known  w^idely  hereafter.  iMay  the  God  of  justice  be  its  helper! 
for  Vvdth  Idira  is  victory,  and  out  of  victory  must  come  peace,  its 
blessed  fruit." 

T1).e  departure  of  the  Twenty-lifih  wos  also  honored  by  the 
pen  of  the  muse,  in  the  following  lines,  written  by  that  honored 
citizen  of  AA'^orcester,  now  of  Boston,  the  Honorable  Ileruy  S. 
Washburn  ; 

"  liei^pectfully  Deili-ated  to  -   ,,        ' 

Colonel     Kdwix     Urxox     and     his     ConiAvu.'' 

The  hmiter's  nioon  is  sliiniu;;'- 
, "  ;     •  Ou  Oiir  fields  of   ripened  grain,        :;,■  .    ,       . 

Aud  our  g-arners  vrait  the  coming-     ,;■  ■:  ,         •'_. 

Of  tlie  reaper  from  t!ie  plain;  ; ,.     •   . 

While  in  serried  ranks  we  gatlier,      . 
■  ■  ■■  With  a  purpose  firm  aud  higli,  .   ■  •    ■ 

■  .  Our  COUP. try  shall  be  rescued, 

Or  tlie  "Wort-ester  boys  will  die. 

We  are  Mas.-achusetts  soldiers, 
And  v.ou't  give  up  the  ship, 
Is  tiie  A  ow  that  quivers  sternly 
■      ■  \,  On  every  bvntlier's  lip. 


We  love  our  old  State  dearly, 
But  prize  our  Union  more, 

With  its  mighty  sweep  of  acres,    . 
Stretching  from  sliore  to  shore  ; 

And  the  record  it  is  written, 

^   With  a  puqiose  lirm  and  high. 

Our  country  shall  be  r>.-scued. 
Or  the  Worcest*.-r  bo\  s  will  die. 


We  are  Massachusetts  soldiers,  etc, 
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Then  here's  a  soiij  for  Freedom, 

AVhose  inando,tes  we  obey, 
With  our  banner  streamin_:z  o'er  us, 

We  mai-oli  along  onr  way  ; 
And  the  Stars  au>l  Stripes  shall  never 

Be  humbled  to  the  foe, 
'Till  our  strong  right  arm  is  shattered, 

And  our  blood  shall  cease  to  flow. 

We  are  Massachusetts  soldiers,  etc. 

* 
And  here's  a  parting  blessing, 

As  we  strike  our  tents  to-day, 
For  the  loved  ^\\xO  linger  with  us, 

And.  cheer  us  on  our  way  ; 
For  our  hills  and  smiling  valleys. 

For  tiie  cot  where  wo  were  born, 
For  the  school-honse  standing  near  it. 

And  the  cattle  on  the  Inwn. 
While  in  serried  ranks  we  gather. 

With  a  purpose  lirni  and  high, 
Our  country  shall  he  rescued, 

Or  the  Worcester  boys  will  die. 

'  We  are  ^lassachusetts  soldiers, 

And  won't  give  up  the  ship, 
Is  the  vow  that  quiver>  >ternly 
On  b\i^rY  brother's  lip. 


S    *^~-";-/^' 
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CHAPTER    II. 

ES     ROUTE  —  ItEMARKS      OF     PAEKE      GODWIN  —  ASTOR      HOUSE 

VS.        PARK        UARP.ACKS PHILADELPHIA        COOPER       SHOPS 

AND         UNION      SALOONS — -ANNAPOLIS ARMY        PAIION 

THANKSGIVING     DAY — FIRST     SUNDAY      IN     CAMP BRIGADE 

FORMATIONS  —  BURNSIDE — FOSTER  —  REGDf  ENTAL      C0M3IAN- 
DEES EMBARKATION. 

(i^^  EACHING  Allyn's  Point  at  eight  and  one-half  o'clock, 
•^^'&^\^  on  the  eveninfr  of  Octohei-  81  st,  tlie  reiiinient  embarked 
1^il5.5  at  about  one,  a.  m.,  of  the  licxt  niorninp:,  on  board  of 
the  ^tean^.er  C'^nntclicut,  for  New  York,  where,  at  ten,  a.  jm., 
it  V7as  received  by  the  '*?ohs  of  Mab^nchuseUb"  and  the 
enthusiastic  cheers  of  tlic  citizens.  The  field,  staiY  and  line 
officers  were  provided  with  a  suniptiions  breakfast  at  llie 
Astor  house,  fullo\\'ed  by  patriotic  remarks  from  di>tingui^^hed 
citizens  of  tliat  city.  Anioiig  otliers  who  oO'ered  remarks, 
was  Parke  Godwin,  Esq.,  who  touched  the  key-chord  o\^  every 
heart.     He  said:  — 

"Thougli  no  son  of  Massachusotrs.  1  have  long  sat  at  her  footstool. 
I  have  learned  eh.)*|ucticc  from  her  AN'cbster.s  and  l-^veretts;  J  have  n-ad 
the  poems  of  a  Brvimt,  a  Longfeliow,  and  a  AVliittier.  From  hrr 
art,  lier  science,  iier  rehgion,  wc  nil  have  derived  animation.  Finally 
ue  turn  to  her  to  be  ins{)ired  by  her  patrioti^u].     As  she  was  tirst  in 
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liie  revolution  —  first  to  spill  her  I)lood  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  last  at 
Yorklowu — so  in  these  times  before  us,  in  tlie  events  of  these  times, 
greater  than  our  revoltition,  great  ns  that  was,  we  must  go  still  to  old 
JMassuchusetts  fur  our  best  and  purest  inspirations.  As  she  shed  the 
iirst  blood  at  Bunker  Hill,  so  site  shed  the  tirst  blood  in  the  streets  of 
Baltimoi-e,  [applause]  as  she  shed  the  last  drop  of  the  revolution,  so 
she  has  now  shed  the  last  di'op  that  has  been  shed  in  the  contest  with 
rebellion,  at  Ball's  BlutF.  [Cheei-s.]  I  had  hoped  New  York  would 
carry  off  the  largest  share  of  the  dangers  and  honors  of  the  struggle. 
We  have  been  honored  through  our  noble  regiment,  the  Sixty-ninth, 
[cheejs]  but,  glorious  as  the  Sixty-ninth  is,  the  Fifteen.th  Massa- 
chusetts deserves  to  stand  with  it,  side  by  side.  The  men  of  the 
Fifteenth  regiment  deserve  to  stand  side  by  side  with  the  Grecian 
heroes  of  Thermopyke ;  they  deserve  to  stand  side  by  side  with  those 
who  were  engaged  at  that  great  charge  of  Balakkiva,  where  some  one 
hod  blundered,  [Great  applause.]  The  Fifteenth  3Iassachusetts,- 
{>irined  in  between  a  crib  of  hre,  yet  were  as  solid  as  a  nuiss  of 
granite- — when  the}'  were  as  free  to  uiove  as  the  winds  which  blew 
o\er  them.  [Applause.]  Many  of  them  sleep  in  the  dust.  'Alas!  nor 
wives,  nor  children  more  shall  they  l)eliOid,  nor  friends,  nor  sacred 
home ' ;  the  cold  rains  of  November  will  fall  upon  their  Virginia 
graves,  the  winds  of  winter  will  sigh  over  the  tombs  where  they  lie 
buried.  But  bitterer  rains  and  pi-ofounder  sighs  will  come  from  the 
eyes  and  .  the  h.earts  of'  the  moihers,  v/ives  and  sisters  of  New 
England.  Being  dead,  they  vet  speak,  they  tell  us  in  words  more 
eloquent  tlian  tongue  could  speak,  that  it  is  through  you  their  deaths 
v.ill  be  avenged,  [loud  applause]  swear  it  by  their  bones  —  by  your 
memory  of  Bunker  TFiU  and  Concord  —  by  all  that  is  noble  in  your 
own  existence  —  that  they  shall   be  avenged.     [Great  cheering.]" 

This  impassioDcd  speech  of  Mr.  Godwin  excited  the  '•  Sons 
of  Massachusetts"  and  their  guests  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regi- 
ment to  the  highest  degree  of  enthusiasm.  It  was  uttered 
with  such  winged  words  of  fire  as  Homer  appFies  so  often  to 
the  Grecian  heroes  conducting  the  famed  siege  of  Troy,  under 
the  ins[)iration  of  the  ioiinortal  Gods.  Its  allusions  to  the 
lieroiim    of    the    Fifteenth    Massacliu^etts,    men    of    the    same 
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-coirntj,  niaiiy  of  tliem  from  the  sanie  city,  neighbors,  brothers, 

friends  all,  VN'ere  exceedingly  ap|tropriate,  and  received  a  most 

hearty  response  from  the  oihcers  of  tlie  Twenty-tlftli. 

tv   /       The   rank   and   llle  of  the   regiment   vrere   provided  with  a 

breakfast  at  the  Park  barracks;  l^ark  l^arracks,  however,  was 

not  the  xVstor  house.     It  vvas  soup  at  tlie  bari-acks,  and  while 

\  the  soldiers  were  too  thoroughly  schooied   in  good  manners  to 

I  -  look  a  gift  horse   in   tlie   mouth,  they  liave   always  contended 

I  ■  that  the  soup  was  thin. 

i  -About  one   o'clock   in.  the   morning  of  November   2nd,   the 

1  ■       '  regiment  reached    Fhiladel[)hia,  and  reaching   that  "city  at  the 

[  midnight  hour,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  expect  to  find 

I  people    taking   their   rest,    but   the   Twenty-fit^h   had    entered 

|:        •■'  patriotic  Philadelphia,  and  was  at  once  escorted  to  tlie  ''Cooper 

I        :    ,   ■  '   shop  saloon''  where  a  most  bountiful  liot  dinner  was  ready  to 
f  ,  ,       appease  the  appetites  of   a  thousand   hungry  men.     The  long 

[■  tables  were   actually  loaded  down  with  smoking  meats,  vege- 

tables, bread,  with  delicious  hot  cotlce  and  many  delicacies  of 
the  season.     Hundreds  of  ladies  vrere  there  wailiug  upon  the 
\        : .    ,       tables. 

'  '        ;      •  TFIE    COOPER    SHOP   AND    rXTON    SALOONS.  ^ 

The  idea  of  esta?V!ishing  the  Cuoper  shop  and  Union  saloons 
;  '■■  '/  originatcid,  as  Lossing  snys,  in  this  ^vay:  the  soldiers  to  and 
\  V  from  Xew  England,  Now  York  and  New  Jersey,  wei-e  constantly 

arriving  and  passing  through  Philadelphia,  landirig  at  the  foot 
of  AYashington  avenue,  sore  and  hungiy,  seeking  retVeshments  in 
.  •../_  the  bakeries  and  groceries  of  the  neighborhood.  One  morning, 
'  '■../.  the  wife  of  a  mechanic  living  near,  commiseratiiig  the  situation 
of  '^ome  soldiers  who  had  just  arrived,  went  out  with  her  coffee- 
pot and  cup  and  distributed  its  conten>ts  among  them.  That 
generous  Idnt  was  tlie  germ  of  a  wonderful  system  of  relief  for 
the  passing  soldier.  From  this  simple  act  of  the  generous 
hearted  mechanic's  wife,  grew  up  tlie  Cooper  shop  and  Union 
saloons,  the  volunteer  oriranizations  of  which  were   formed  on 
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the  i27th  and  SStli  of  ]\ray,  1861.     Let  it  be  handed  down  in 
I  histojy  to  all   futui-e    genei-ations,  that   the  noble   citizens    of 

I  Philadelphia   famished  '■the    means    by   which    nearly   twelve 

hundred    tliousand    Union    soldiers   were   bountifully   provided 
*  for   during    the   four   years   of  war,   and   provided  with   such 

I;  generosity  of  diet,  tlmt  no  Union  soldier  was  ever  heard  to 

y  fiiui  any  fault  witli  the  tables. 

I  in  the  hospitals  connected  with  these   saloons,  the  wounds 

I  and  ills  of  over  twenty  thousand  soldiers  were  tenderly  cared 

for.      Hundreds   of  fair   women    devoted    themselves   to   this 
\  work.    .'When  the  Twenty-fifth  reached  Philadelphfa,  at  near 

one  o'clock  in  the  nisht,  and  found  tlie  Cooper  saloon  cheer- 
fully lio'hted,  the  tables  spread  and  the  viands  piping-hot,  there 
vras  a  surprise-  How  did  they  know  we  wei'e  coming  ?  This 
was  the  way  of  it  —  when  a  regiment  or  com})any  was  an- 
l  nounced  as  approaching  the  city,  a  signal-gun  was  fired,  which 

brought  to  ilie  saloons,  day  or  night,  hundreds  of  pliilanthi'opic 
:  ladies,  who  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  soldiers,  and  with 

i  the  greatest  cheerfulness  dispensed  the  generous  bounty  of  their 

fellov\'  citizens, 
i  Every  Union  soldier  has  said  —  God  bless  the  citizens  and 

fair  women  of  Philadelphia!  Heaven's  best  benediction  rest 
upon   theni! 

PIIILADKLPIIIA    TO    ANNArOLIS. 

\  About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  line  vras  again  formed, 

I  and  tlic  regiment  marched  two  nules  to  the  Baltimore  station. 

I  The  great  city,  as  we  n^oved  from  the  Cooper  shop  saloon,  was 

I  silent  in  slumber,  but  as  we  marched  along  to  the  music  of  the 

band,  tiie  men,  happy  as  men  could  be  after  so  good  a  supper, 
made  the  night  air  echo  with  the  Glory  Hallelujah  1  ever  and 
anon  juining.  vritli  the  band  in  singing  — 

'•  Ye?,  well  rally  'round  tlir  tlair,  Ik'}'.-,  we'll  rally  ouco  a-aiu, 
Shuutiiiy  thi'  i>aule  rry  ol:  FreiMluia! 
We'll  rally  f^.n,  the  l.ill->l.le,  we'll  i;a;:la'r  ('rem  thf^  plain, 
ShouLiucr  tiic  baitle  erv  uf   r  rocdoiu  !  " 
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-    Corporal  Wilson,   of  Compnny   G,  in   describing  this  niglit 
raorch  througli  the  Quaker  city,  in  his  diary,  snys:  — 

""We  marched  through  the  city  to  the  cars,  the  band  playing  and 
the  boys  singiiig  '  John  BroxMi/  and  other  ])atriotic  airs.  '\\'indo\vs 
went  ti{)  su(](hi;ri]y  and  night  capiied  heads  appcai-ed.  Tlien  a  hand- 
kerchief would  wave  us  on  to  the  rescue  of  our  country.  Perhaps 
the  fair  ownerr,  of  those  waving  handkerchiefs  did  not  realize  how 
much  llic  simple  act  tilled  flie  soldiers'  liea)-ts  with  new  life,  arul 
made  them  feel  willing  to  brave  any  danger  for  their  sakes  and  the 
dear  ones  We  leave  behind  us." 

At  one,  P.M.,  the  regiment  reached  Baltimore,  in  a  drenching 
rain  storm.  The  rank  and  hie  were  furnr-hed  quarters  in  a 
large  warehou.se,  while  some  of  the  oilicers  quartered  on  the 
steamer  th.at  was  to  transport  the  battalion  to  Annapolis.  Tliis 
steamer  [the  Louuian(C\  having  its  live  freight  on  Ijoai^h  left 
Baltimore  on  Sunday  merning,  Novemiicr  3i'd,  and  safely 
reached  Annapolis  in  the  afternoon.  Tlie  'i'wenty-fifth  was 
furnished  tensporary  quarters  in  the  Naval  Academy  buildings, 
by  the  side  of  the  Massachusetts  Twenty-lirst. 

The  next  day. [November  4th]  ibe  regim.ent  left  its  temporary 
quarters  and  marched  a  mile  and  one-hali'  from  the  landing, 
where,  n})On  an  elevated  Held,  dry  and  coudortable,  the  tents 
were  pitched  in  the  usual  order.  The  men  ^vere  glad  to  fnid 
tliemseives  once  more  in  their  canvas  homes.  Tiie  Fifly-first 
Nevr  York  Volunteers,  was  in  camp  upon  an  adjoiidng  held 
previous  to  ihe  arrival  of  the  Twenty-iirrn,  while  the  Massa- 
chusetts Twenty-third,  Twenty-iuurth.  Twenty-seventh,  and  the 
Tenth  Connecticut  were  in  close  proxiinity. 

The  encampment  of  the  Twenth-lifih  was  named  ''  Camp. 
Bicks,"  by  regimental  order.  No.  3, —  '''hi  honoj-  (^'i  the  man 
whose  efforts  have  been  successful  in  the  cause  of  the  Union  in 
Maryland." 

Idu'  orders  from  General  Hurnside's  head-quarters  reciuired 
a  drill  of  eighi  liours  per  day.     The  drilling  was  by  company 
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and    battalion   with    occasionally  a   brigade   drill,     [after  the 
troops  were   i)rio:aded]. 

On  Sunday  [November  17th]  services  being  suspended,  the 
Twenty-third,  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh  ^Inssachusetts 
Regiments,  forming  a  brigade,  were  reviewed  by  General 
CaniCL'on,  Secretary  of  War.  Among  the  military  and  civic 
gentlemen  present  to  witness  tlie  review,  were  Secretary 
Seward,  Governor  Hicks  and  staff,  Governor  Andrew,  General 
Van  Vliet  of  McClellan's  staff,  and  Colonel  Devens  of  the 
Massachusetts  Fifteenth. 


THE    ARMY   RATION. 

While  in  camp  at  W^orcester,  very  few  of  the  regiment 
subsisted  upon  the  army  ration.  The  friends  of  the  soldiers 
were  constantly  corning  to  camp,  loaded  with  the  good  things 
from  liome.  Barrels  of  vegetables,  boxes  of  soft  fresh  bread, 
beautiful  yellow  butter,  rich  cheeses,  cakes  and  pies,  formed  a 
variety  that  satisfied  the  soldiers'  appetite,  and  better,  assured 
him  he  vfas  not  forgotten  at  home.  At  Annapolis,  except 
occasionally  a  box  of  eatables  received  by  express,  the  soldiers 
were  generally  confined  to  the  army  ration,  which  was  one 
pound  of  biscuit  or  twenty-tvs'o  ounces  of  bread  or  flour,  one 
];U'iiud  and  a  quarter  of  fresh  or  salt  beef  or  three-rpjcrters  of 
a  p'.>urid  of  bacoii.  Ad<led  to  this,  tor  each  one  liundred  mvu, 
the  commissary  supplied  eight  gallons  of  ]>eaus,  two  pounds  of 
rice  or  liominy,  ten  pouiids  of  coffee,  fifteen  pounds  of  sugar, 
four  gallons  of  vinegar,  two  }>ounds  of  salt,  one  and  a  quarter 
pounds  of  candles,  four  poun.ds  of  soap,  pepper,  potatoes  when 
practicable,  nnd  molasses.  It  was  very  seldom  that  all  this 
ration  was  consumed,  hence  a  surplus  accumulated,  and  this 
was  sob]  or  the  difference  in  the  amount  allowed  and  that 
actually  required  tor  consumption,  was  credited  to  the  company, 
so  tiiat  in  time,  by  this  saving,  which  could  be  ir.creased  by  the 
exercise  of  economy  in  cookina-,  a  considerable  amount  accumu- 
lated, which  went  into  what  was  knov;n  as  tlu;  conq)any  fund, 
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j  used  for  the  piuvba^e  of  ^llcll  articles  as   t!ie   army  regulations 

I  did  not  allow  as  part  of  the  ration.     It  was  an  unfortunate  fiict 

I  that  in  some   instatices   large   amounts  due   some   of  the  eom- 

*  panies  of  tlie  I'wet  ty-ii!'tli  I\[aisachusetts  were  appropriated  bj 

;  ,  a  commissary  of  the  post  at  New  Berne,  who  was  ohanged  to 

\  a  distant  field,  and  vvdio  never  found  it  eonvenient  to  settle  his 

!  accounts  with   companies  in  Nortli  Carolina.       Company  K  of 

[-     .  the  Twenty- fifth,  which   liad   heen    able  to  accmnulate   a  con- 

I  siderable  sum  —  found  itself  neaily  one  liundred  dollars  short 

'l  by  the  transfer  of   that  ofticer,   and   every  effort   to   obtain   a 

-  settlement  resulted    in   failure.     Other   companies   of  the   regi- 

;  ••            Dient  found  their  funds  nnsnppi^opriated   in  the   same   manner, 

r  ' :     :,     ■  Company  li  among  others,  though  in  most  ca^es  not  in  so  lai'gc 

I       '•;     '  .  -;.  r  a  sum  as  was  lost  hy  Company  K.     The  officer  alluded  to  was 

\  ''     Captain  Goodj-ich,   who   was    transferred    to   Cincinnati.     Vsq 

\  used  to  think  shoddy  contractoi's,  who  would  'deliijerately  cheat 

|.  ■'      a  soldier,  were  aboiit  os  luv,' in  tbe  scale  of  hrraanity  as  men 

•I  :  could   be   broualit ;    Init,   f;ir  l»elov;   them    in   tlie   sclu'dcile  of 

J-      ■    .  ■     ,  .,      decency,  was   the   nian   who   wore  the  United  States   uniform 

f :  -       ..  ■  with  tlie   l)ai's   or   an   engle   on  his  shoulders,  and  who  sy^tcm- 

'          r    .  atically  robbed  the  soldier  of  ids  just  dues.     The  otiicer  named 

is  fully  entitled  to  this  '•  l)rief  miention." 

TilANK^^ilJVINi;     DAY. 

':  Thanks'/iviiig  day,  Novemfior  2ist,  was  obser\ed  in  cnmp  as 

a  holiday,  all  militai-y  drlTis  being  suspended.  Every  compiniy 
and  many  individual  nn;m! >ers  of  thi'm  received  boxes  (illed 
with  substar.tial  evidence  uf  tiie  love  of  home. 

T.  W.  AYellingtoiK  Esrjuire,  of  Worcester,  a  large   hea'-tfd 
patriot,  sent  to  Com|fany  il,  a  l>ox  containijig  ovei-  a  huiidred 
pairs  of  woijleri  mittens,  and  Ciiptain  3ioulton  mittened  his  com- 
pany with  nmny  complimentary  words  for  tlie  donor.     During 
•    the  day,  Conii-aiiy  A,  of  tlie  I'wciuy-fir-t  Alassacbusetts,  mardied 

I  to  camp  Hii;ks,  and  spmt  ti;*;  day  with  their  comrades  of  Coub- 

pany   1,   both    companies    ])eing   raised    in   Tcmpleton.     When 
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the  ]»Ieasures  of  the  day  were  over,  Company  I  eb:corted  the 
visitiiig  company  from  the  camp,  and  gave  them  many  hearty 
checr.s  as  a  parting  salute. 

Corapony  I),  under  Captain  Foster,  occupied  a  portion  of 
the  day  in  target  practice,  while  Companies  A  and  H  had  a 
nratch  gome  of  bail,  which,  though  not  a  military  drill,  is 
worthy  to  be  recorded  as  a  pleasant  Thanksgiving  pastime. 
The  names  of  the  contestants  and  tallies  made  bv  each  were:  — 


Company  H. 

G.  W.  Stone  . . ... 

Henry  Fitch 

IT.  h"  TTaiu 

M.  S.Forhes 

C  1).  Kohinsou 

TliiuiM.s  Fincliaa 

l>ranK'iii  Grout 

"Frank  L.  Smiili 

E    S.  Par!;es 

Wiliard  Chenev 

J.  G.   Warren." 

C.  S.  Seairvave' 


TaUies. 
5 
2 
3 
4 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
4 


Company  A. 

Edwin  Morse 

George  Curtl? 

W.I).  Knox 

W.  K.  Keefe 


Tallie:^. 


Jo.<oph  Eaton 2 

Clias.  Mayers 

Jolia  Hartshorn   

James  McLane 

Ptcuhen  ])e  Luce 

Daniel  :Merrill 

X.  ]Jr..ok< 

Frank  Goes 
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Tlie  game  was  said  to  have  been  hard-fouglit,  and  was 
engaaed   in  In'  the  best  players  of  both   companies. 

All  the  companies  found  entertainment,  sonie  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  some  in  another,  according  to  tastes.  All  enjoyed  a 
pleasant  New  England  Thanksgiving. 


FIRST       SUNDAY      AT       CAMP       lilCKS. 

An  account  of  the  first  Sunday  at  Camp  Ilii^ks  may  not 
be  out  of  place,  as  showing  how  the  Sabbath  was  observed, 
v^dien  military  duties  did  not  interfere.  As  a  rule,  company 
iijspection  always  occurred  on  Sunday  morning,  usually  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  there  was  generally  a  dress-parade  late 
'!^     the    afternoon.        Guai'd-nujuntiug    occii|)ied     the    tiuie    of 
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some  of  the  tro()[(S,  in  the  ii\ornii\L%  and  tlie  giuird-details 
were  of  course  on  dutj  as  ujjou  any  other  day. 

AVe  are  now  to  speak  of  t]^e  firi<t  Sunday  at  Camp  liicks, 
but  Y\onld  not  be  understood,  that  all  the  future  Sabbaths  in 
camp  were  observed  in  tlie  same  manner,  even  when  otlier 
duties  did  not  interlerc. 
.  '  On  this  Sabih^ath.  the  Chaplain  visited  tiie  liospital  and 
couipany  tents  after  breakfast,  the  soldiers  receiving  from  his 
hands,  tracts  and  books,  the  latter  iTom  a  library  comprising 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  volu.mcs,  selected  as  appropriate 
for  soldiers  in  camp.  Several  tent  prayer  n.ieetings -were  held 
during  the  forenoon,  and  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  general 
sei'vice  of  the  leij'iment  Avas  helJi— -the  ''call"  to  church  beino; 
sounded  one-qaarter  of  an  hour  previously  —  a  call  to  cluircli, 
one  vast  as  tlie  heavens,  with  a  dome  more  glorious  than  St. 
I  Peter's,  and  iVescocd  with  a  skill  exceeding  any  mediaoval  art. 

I  The  pidiat  was  a  small  box  on  which  the  Chaplain  stood,  with 

I  a  pocket  bible  in  his  hand,  but  no  written  sermon  ;   Isefore  him 

in  solid  colunni  (lie  m.ea  of  the  regiment,  on  h.is  left,  the  band, 
at  his  right,  a  j-eginiental  choir  with  Dadmun's  Army  ]\[elodies, 
and  behind  him.  the  Held,  staff  and  lino  ollicers  of  the  battalion. 
Thus  arranged,  and  gatliered  in  one  grand  old  clrurch,  witli  r.o 
sla!uiuing  ]>cw-doo!-s,  and  no  gaudily  attired  fair  onvs  to  attract 
or  distract  atterition  from  true  wor:-hir),  tiie  ^nii  slniiing  clearly 
in  the  sky,  the  niild  air  breaildrig  gently  over  the  A\orshippers, 
the  opening  hymn  echoed  o'er  the  cam}>  — 

"  C'.'ine,  TliOii  Aliiii.Liliry  King', 

Help    us    Tliy    naiue    to   siiig-,  ''       ■-••>• 

llel[i  lis  to  praise  !  " 

The   Chaplain   read   the   Ten   Commandnients   (not  near  as 

well  understood  as  the  Articles  of  War,)   and  also  a  passage 

from  E[ihesian,^.  ami  offered  prayei*,  returning  thanks  for  God's 

^  mercy   and   'joodness  to  lis,  confessing  sins,  and   su|>plicating 

!  T^ivine   favor — mentioninL'-  tlie  manv  loved  ones  at  home,  and 
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i'pjoicing  in  tlie  thonglit,  that  God  is  as  near  to  us  as  to  them, 
entreating  a  blessing  ox\  our  arms  and  upon  our  country  in. 
this  time  of  greatest  need.     Fuliovving  this,  came, 

'•'  Wlieu  I  c;m  read  my  title  clear," 

to  the  tune  of  ^''  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  the  band  accompanying 
the  voices.  The  sermon,  upon  profanity,  was  listened  to 
attentively,  and  the  service  closed  with  the  favorite  melody, 
'•  Marching  Along." 

In  the  evening,  a  religious  conference  meeting  was  held 
around  the  camp-fire  of  Company  I,  nearly  two  hundred  bein^ 
present.  The  Chaplain  conducted  the  service,  and  a  large 
lumiber  participated  in  brief  exhortations,  prayer  aud  song. 
Tattoo,  at  half-past  eight,  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close,  and, 
at  half-past  nine,  ''taps"  darkened  the  camp  and  tlie  hearts  of 
many  officers  and  men  alike,  wlio  wanted  an  hour  longer  for 
study  or  writing.  '•  Taps,"  however,  is  unrelenting,  and,  after 
that  melancholy  sound,  no  glimmering  light  pierces  the  dark- 
ness, except  at  head-quarters,  and  in  the  guard  and  hospital 
tents. 

CAMP    xiND    OTHER    DUTY. 

The  time  at  Camp  Hicks  was  employed  in  perfecting  the 
battalion  in  tlie  school  of  the  soldier.  Besides  tliis  duty,  some 
of  the  oiUcers  served  upon  courts-martial  and  commissions  of 
various  kinds. 

The  writer  linds  in  his  diary,  under  date  of  December  14th, 
this  ]-ecord:  — 

"1  am  sei'vini^  upon  a  general  court-niartio],  of  which  Colonel 
HHrltmd,  of  the  Ei^^hth  Connecticut,  is  president.  Among  the 
members  are  Lieutenant-Colonel  Potter,  of  the  Fifry-tirst  >>'e\v 
York  Yohmteers,  [afterwards  General  Potter,  of  the  Ninth  Corps] 
and  Lieuteirant  Geo.  W.  Bartlett,  of  tlie  Twenty-seventh  ]Massa- 
chusetts,  who  is  Judge  Advocate.  "We  have  examined  some  very 
ititeresting  cases  ;  some  for  disobedience  ot  orders,  for  sleeping  on 
['Ost,  disorder]  V  conduct,  and  one  for  murder. 
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'•One  captain  was  on  trial  for  offences,  which  can  1)6  best  described 
under  the  term  of  'general  looseness.'  I  ani  ghid  lie  does  not 
belong  to  a  New  Iilngland  regiment,  though  a  liner  looking  yonng 
fellow  is  not  seen  about  our  camps.  He  cannot  be  much  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  is  a  sky-larker — has  a  habit  of  taking  a 
squad  of  his  company,  congenial  spirits  undonbtedly,  and  perambu- 
lating the  territory  hepeabouts,  arul,  under  the  guise  of  a  provost- 
marshal,  breaks  into  houses,  makes  unwarranted  searches,  and  in 
many  dark  ways  disturbs  the  peace  of  quiet  people.  He  went  into 
one  of  the  Annapolis  churches  on  a  recent  Sunday  evening,  introduced 
himself  to  the  pastor  as  a  chaplain,  accepted  a  seat  in  the  pulpit, 
took  part  in  the  service,  and  it  is  said  acquitted  himself  so  well 
that  the  minister  and  many  of  the  peo[)ie  coiisidered  the  regiment 
I  very  fortunate  that  had  such  a  gifted  chaplain  !     He  is  a  fast  young 

I  man,  and  yet,  if  he  can  only  dispense  with  his  wikl  oats  and  too  much 

j  whiskey,  he  lias  the  stuiF  in  him  for  a  future  brave  officer." 

:  DEATHS     AT     ATsNAPOLIS. 

Oil  the  2"nd  of  November,  occurred  the  dcatli  of  private 
John  A.  Sheppard.  Company  B,  of  Milford.  He  was  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  was  the  Jirsr  of  the  Massachusetts 
Twenty-filth  to  cross  the  river.  He  was  the  pioneer  of  the 
laree  number  who  answered  the  call  of  death. 

The  otlif^r  deaths  at  Annapolis  were  private  Charles  H.  ^lay- 
nard,  aged  eighteen,  of  PrinccLon.  He  bcloiigcd  to  Compiany 
■  F,  o'id  died   January  2nd,   l^G'2.     Private   William   Perkin-^, 

of  Worcester,  aged  thirty,  belonging  to  Company  H,  died 
December  24ih ;  lie  was  highly  esteemed  jjoth  in  A7orcestcr 
and  among  his  conirades  of  Company  H,  the  latter  raising  a 
sum  of  money  suHicient  to  pay  the  experise  of  sending  home 
tlie  body,  etc.  At.  Worcester  he  .was  buried  with  ujilitary 
honors  by  the  Worcester  Light  Ir.fantry,  riuder  Ca}>tain  Geo. 
W.  Prouty. 

Private   Sumner   Frost,   of  Hul)]>ardston,  oged   forty-two,  a 

i  mcnd)er   of    Company    1,    died    December    2^nh,    and   on    the 

8th    of  January,  1SC)2,   as   we   were   ready  to    sail    from   tin; 


t 


•^-^<imsf^i 


I  ]VEAniXG   THE  BLUE.  6\)  \ 

I  harbor    of    Anoapolis,    private     Charles    A.    Harrington,    of  ; 

f  Company  K,  died  at  the  Aeademy  Hospital.     He  was  eighteen 

j  years  of  age,  and  belonged  in  Paxton.     His  f\uher  arrived  upon  !., 

I         *         the  morning  of  his  death,  and  returned  to  Massachusetts  with 

I  his  remains.     On  the  evening  of  that  day,  Company  K,  desiring  i 

I  to  mark   the   first   death   from   its  ranks   in  some   appropriate  ■ 

I  manner,  invited  the  service  of  the  chaplain,  and  very  interest-  ; 

I  ing   nfemorial   exercises  were  conducted   by  him   in  the  main  ''■ 

I  cabin    of    the    steamer    Xeiv    I'orlc,    attended    by   all    of    the  ; 

I  company  and  mo^t  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  re2,"iment.  i 

I  '  ^  .5 


I  THE   TROOPS    BRIGADED. 

4  Early  in  Deceuiber,  the  Twenty-third,  Twenty-fourth,  Twenty- 

I  fil'th  and  Tvrenty-se\-enth  Massachusetts  Eegiments  and  the  Tenth 

I  Connecticut  Volunteers  were  formed  into  a  Brigade,  under  Gen- 

f  eral  Orders  No.  IB,  arid  the  Tw  cnty-fifth  Regiment  was  assigned 

I  to  the  I'ight.     The  brigade  thus  formed  was  known  as  the 

I  FIRST    ilRIGAPE, 

!  under  Brigadier-General  John  G.  Foster.      This  bi"igade  was 

I  numbered  from  right  to  left  in  the  following  order:  — 

-  1st,     Twenty-nfrli  "Mri.vsacliixsftt.-;  Voluutteis Colon»-'l  Efhv-ii.'  Upton. 

•2wl.    Twenty -third  Massaehiisetrs  A'o]uiir<:*-rs..  .  .Coioru'l  John  Kurtz.  ■ 

■^  Uvd.    I'weaty-st'veuth  Ma-<n<_'!iu?etL<  \'oiiU]te(.'r3. Colonel  Horace  C.  Lee. 

'111'..    Tei:th  Coiiiu-rtii  lu  \'oluuteers Colonel  Charles  L  raissell- 

;  ')t!i.    Tweutv-fourth  Massaclmsetts  ^'oluuteers.  ..Colouel  Thomas  G.  Sreven.<ou. 


SECOND     BRIGADE. 

The  second  brigade   was  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Jesse  L.  Beno,  and  was  made  up  as  foliov.'s:  — 

Pifty-lir.st  reiii'>ylvania  V  oluut(.'er.s Colonel  John  F.  Hartranft. 

Fifty-tir.^t  N'-w  Vofk  \'ournteers Colonel  iv.lwurd  Eerrero. 

Niiitli  New  Jersey  ^'ulunteers Colonel  Jo.^e'pli  W.  Alien. 

Sixth  New  Hampshire  Vnlnuteers Colonvrl  Nel'^nu  Conver.se. 

T'.ventv-tirst  ^[assaehuserts  \'ulunt--ers Eieutenant-Culont'l  A.C  Magp. 
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THIRD    BRIGADE. 

The  Third  brigade  was  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
John  G.  Parke,  and  was  made  u}»  as  follows:  — 

Eig-htli  Connecticut  Yolimteers .Colonel  Edward  Ilarland. 

Eleventh  Connecticut  Volanteers. Colouel  T.  FL  C.  Kingsbury. 

Eii^luy-niutti  New  York  Volunteers Colonel  H.  S.  Faircliild. 

Eifcy-tliird  New  York  Volunteers. Colouel  d'  Epincnil. 

Fourth  Khode  Island  A'olunteers Colonel  J.  V   Ixodmau. 

Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  (1st  Eatialiou).  .Major  John  ^Vri-iit. 

Division  Staff. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General Captain  Eewis  Eichniond. 

Quartermaster Captaiii  Herman  Brings.       -"      ■         '    •    " 

Assistant  Quartermaster Captain  "William  Cuttiup,-. 

Assistant  CommisvSary Captain  E.  E.  Goodrich. 

^leilical  Director. Major  ^^\  H.  Church,  M.  D. 

Aides-de-Camp - Lieutenants  D.  C  Fell  and  G.  R.  Fearino. 

Ordnance  Officer Lieutenant  D.  W.  Flagler. 

Naval  Otlirer Commajidcr  S.  F.  Hazard,  U.  S.  N. 

FiEST  BiiiCrVDC  Staff. 
Assiijtant  Ad jutaTit-Gci leral. .  .Captain  Soutlianl  Hoffman. 

Brigade  Quartermaster Captain  I^auiel  Messenger. 

Brigade  Surgeon ^lajor  J.  H.  Thompson,  IVI.  D. 

Brigade  Commissary Captain  E.  Eotter. 

Aides-de-Carop Cayftains  P.  W.  Hudson  and  J.  F.  i\nderson. 

Volunteer  Aides Lieutenants  E.  N.  Strong  and  J.  X. Pendleton. 

Second  Betgai>e  Staff. 
Assistant  AJjutant-Oefieral. .  .Captaiu  Edward  M.  NeiJl. 

(Quartermaster Cap'aiji  Cha-^.  G.  LorinfX- 

AidcsAie-(,ainp Lioutcnaats  B.  F.  Reno  and  John  A.  Morris. 

Thii;i>  I'.Ki(iADE   Staff. 
As.>istant  Adjutant-General. .  .Captain  Chas.  T.  Gardner. 
Aides-de-Camp ,  .Lieuienants  M.  A.  Hill  and  Pliilip  M.  Lydig. 

THE    LEADERS. 

A  brief  notice  of  some  of  the  leaders  in  the  ex[tedition 
formed  at  Annapolis,  v.dll  be  a|)prceiatcd,  at  least  by  th.ose 
who   helped   make   its  liistory. 

Brigadier-General  A.mrrose  E.  Bernside,  v/as  born  in 
Indiana,  May  2ord.  1S:?-1.  At  the  ago  of  eighteen,  he  entered 
West  Point,  graduatirjg  in  ISiT.     lie  was  brevetled  Second 
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i  Lieutenant  in  the   Seconcl  Ariilleiy,  and   the  next  year  trans- 

ferred to  the  Third  Artillery,  and  served  ^vith  it  in  Mexico, 
marching  in  General  Patterson's  column  to  tlie  city  of  Mexico. 
Upon  declaration  of  peace,  he  was  stationed  at  Fort  Adams  in 
Newport  harbor.  In  1S49  lie  was  attached  to  the  battery  of 
Captain  Bragg  [General  in  the  Confederate  Army]  and  served 
with  him  thj'ee  or  four  years  on  the  frontiers  of  New  Mexico. 
In  consequence  of  gallantry  displayed  in  a  light  with  the 
Apache  Indians  in  1(S49,  Burnside  was  promoted,  and  after- 
wards served  as  Quartermaster.  In  1^51,  v/ith  only  three 
men,  he  crossed  the  plains  from  Gila  river  through  the  Indian 
Territory,  travelling  twelve  hundred  miles  in  seventeen  days. 
Burnside  was  again  stationed  at  Fort  Adams,  and  wdiile  there 
3-esigned  his  commission  and  removed  to  Bristol,  R.  I.,  that  he 
miglit  give  his  ariention  to  the  manufacture  of  a  breech-loading 
riiie  of  his  ovv'n  invoniion.  The  business  not  })roving  fortunate, 
he  went  to  Chicago,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  Company  as  cashier,  Geo.  B.  McClellan  being 
its  general  sn})erintendent.  Two  years  afterwards,  Burnside  ^\'a3 
elected  treasurer  of  the  company  and  remo\ed  to  New  York. 
While  thus  engaged  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion, 
Governor  Sprague  of  Rhode  Isian.d  offered  him  the  Colonelcy 
of  the  First  Rliode  L-land  Regiment,  whicli  lie  acce[tted.  Witli 
this  reiriment  he  participated  in  the  ilglii.  ar  i-^tune  Bridge, 
and,  in  the  succeeding  battle  of  Bnll  Run,  Burnside  acted  as 
Brigadier-General,  to  vdiich  position  he  was  commissioned  on 
the  (ith  of  August,  IS^Jl.  His  early  association  in  business 
with  General  McClellan  is  ]»robably  one  i-eason  why  he  was 
assigned  tlie  command  of  the  Coast  Division. 

Burnside's  militaiw  record  is  so  well  known  that  it  scarcely 
needs  repeating.  He  comma?uled  the  Ninth  Corps  and  also 
tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Since  the  war,  having  the  warmest  conhdence  of  ids  fellow 
citizens,  he  has  l)een  I'epeatedly  elected  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  is  now  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  that  State. 
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Brigadier-General  John  G.  Foster  is  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  \vas  born  in  1824.  He  entered  West  Point 
in  18-12,  graduating  in  184G  as  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Engineers.  lie  was  brevettcd  Firi>t  Lieutenant  September  8th, 
IblT,  and  Capfain  in  February,  1860.  In  the  ]\Iexican  ^Ya^, 
he  served  \\\i\\  ^IcCiellan  inilie  Engineei'  Corps,  and  was 
severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Molino  del  Bey,  his  leg  being 
shattered  by  a  musket  ball.  After  recovering  from  this  wound, 
lie  had  charge  of  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  at  tlie 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  was  in  charge  of  fortifications  in 
Charleston  and  Savannali  harbors.  He  was  one  of  the  officers 
serving  with  Major  xinderson  in  Fort  Sun^ter  when  it  vras 
under  bombaj'dnicot,  in  April,  1801.  General  Foster,  after 
the  war,  was  stationed  as  an  engineer  officer  at  Boston.  He 
died  greatly  respected,  at  the  residence  of  his  mother,  in 
Nashua,  N.  IL,  September  1st,  1874. 

Brigadier-General  Jesse  L.  Reno  was  born  in  Yirgirda, 
in  1825,  but  entered  tfic  service  of  the  Coast  Division  from 
Pennsylvania.  Ho  entered  West  Point  in  1842,  graduating 
in  1S4G  in  the  class  with  ^IcClellan  and  Foster.  He  was 
brevetted  Second  Lieutenant  of  Ordnance,  and  served  in  Mexico 
at  Vera  Cruz,  ^^.nA  the  siege  befijre  the  city  of  ^lexico.  He 
was  severely  wounded  at  Che[-ultepec.  He  v.as  brevettcd 
Captain,  September  ITth,  1847,  and,  after  th.e  war,  served 
as  Professor  of  ^lathematics  at  West  Point,  afterwards  on 
the  Artillery  Board  fur  the  inspc>ction  of  Orduance,  next,  in 
command  of  the  Arsenal  at  Fi^ankfort,  Ivy.  In  the  Utah 
expedition  under  General  Johnston,  he  commanded  tfie 
Oi'dnance.  November  12th,  18G1,  he  was  commissioned 
Brigadier-General.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  South 
Alountain,  on   the   14th   day  of   September,   1802. 


Brigadier-G!-:n'}:ral  John  G.  Parke  was  l)orn  in  Penusyl- 
vania  in  1827.  iiraduated  at  Wc^t  Point  in  184l>,  when  he  was 
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brevetted  SccoJid  Lieutenant  oT  Topographicol  Engineers,  and 
in  that  capacity  has  crosj>ed  the  plains  three  times  in  making 
territorial  snrveys.  In  1857,  lie  was  appointed  to  AVest  Point 
as  Instructor  in  xVstrunomy  and  Surveying.  Subsequently 
he  commanded  an  expedition  to  survey  oar  Northwestern 
boundary,  after  which  he  was  made  Brevet  Captain  in  the 
Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Colonel  John  Kurtz  of  Boston,  was  born  in  1819,  and 
entered  the  service,  first,  as  Captain  in  the  Massachusetts 
Thirteenth.  He  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  arresting  the 
secession  members  of  the  ^laryland  Legislature  at  Frederick, 
and,  while  stationed  at  Frederick  Junction,  received  the 
appointment  of  'Colonel  of  the  Twenty-th.ird  j^Jassachusetts 
A'^olunteers.  Colonel  Kurtz  served  as  Provost-Marshai  at 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  and  since  the  war  has  been  Chief  of  Police 
of  Boston,  and  is  now  in  the  Boston  Custom  House.  In  the 
w^ar  h?  had  a  higli  reputation  as  a  drill  officer  and  disciplin- 
arian, and  was  an  eftioient  regimental  commander. 

Colonel  Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Massochusetts  Volunteers,  vras  l)oi'n  m  Boston  in  1836,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  Colonel,  was  cashier  of  the 
Ijoston  and  Lowell  llallroad  Company.  He  was  very  mucli 
respected  by  the  (Hiicers  and  men  of  his  regiment.  On  the 
26th  of  December,  1862,  he  was  commissioned  a  Brigadier- 
General,  and  served  with  distinction,  until  May  10th,  1804, 
\<\\Q\i  he  Yv^as  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  vrhile   gallantly  leading  his  troops. 


Colonel  Edwln  Upton  [sec  page  11]. 


Colonel  Horace  C.  Lei],  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massa- 
chiisetts  Volunteers,  }vas  born  in  1820,  and,  at  the  time  of 
his  appointment,  was  clerk  of   the  city  of   Springfield,  ^^lass. 
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He  had  been  coniiected  with  the  ^-^{^{q  ]Militia  for  fifteen  years 
previous  to  the  Avar.  He  possessed  a  character  above  reproach, 
and  energy  sufficient  to  make  a  most  excellent  officer.  He  was 
Chief  Frovost-^Iarshal  of  the  Disfrict  of  North  Carolina  in 
1863,  and  afterwards  held  an  important  position  at  NorfuFK, 
Ya.  Since  the  war,  he  has  been  in  the  United  States 
Appraisers'  Department  of  Boston,  and  is  now  Post-Master 
of  vSpringfield.  A  generous-hearted,  genial  man,  he  was 
always  a  popular  commander. 

Lteutenant-Colonel  Albert  C.  Maggi,  comn-ianding  the 
Twenty-first  ^.lassacliusctts  Yolunteers,  is  a  notive  of  Italy, 
and  learned  tiie  art  of  war  under  tliat  great  Italian  chieftaiii, 
the  renowned  Garibaldi.  AX  the  time  of  his  appointnn?nt, 
as  above  stated,  he  was  a  resident  of  New  Bedford.  He 
resigned  his  commission  on  the  27 th  February,  lsG2,  and 
was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the  Tliirty-tltird  Massachusetts 
Yolunteers.  Since  tiie  war,  he  lias  been  occupied  as  a  teaclier, 
in  Bo>ton. 

Major  Wm.  S.  Clark,  of  Amherst,  snccecded  i.ieutenant- 
Colonel  Maggi,  and  on  the  IGtli  of  May,  18G2,  was  commis- 
sioned colonel  of  the  regiment.  Colonel  Clark  is  nov;  at  ihe 
head  of  the  Agricuhural  College,  at  Amherst. 

Colonel  Charles  T^.  Russell,  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut 
Yolunteers,  was  thirty-three  years  of  age,  a  manufacturer 
from  ]>irminghiim,  Conn.,  a  genial  gentleman,  much  bclo^'cd 
by  his  officers  and  men.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  Second 
Connecticut  Yolunteei's,  and  participated  in  the  l.iatiles  of 
Stone  Bridge  and  Bull  Run,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Iloanoke,  while  leadiiig  his  regiment. 

Colonel  John  F.  IlAirruANET,  of  tlie  Fifty-first  Peimsylvania 
Yolunteers,  at  tlie  time  of  leaving  Annajxdis,  was  thiity-one 
years  of  age,  a  resident  of  ^lontgomeiy  County,  Fenn.     He. 
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1  graduated,  in  1858,  from  Union  Colioge,  and  entered  tlie  legal  i 

I  proie^sion.     He  was  on  the  stall'  of  General  Franklin  at  Bull 

!  i 

I  Eiin,  and   was  coniniended   for  gallant  conduct.      He  served  \ 

I  with  brilliancy  during  the  wai-.  bcino-  promoted  to  the  rank  of  ■ 

^Injor-Genei'al,  was  for  several  years  Governor  of  the  State  of  '  | 

Pennsylvania,  and  as  such,  distinguished  himself  by  his  energy  I 

I  in  defending  the  peace  of  the  State  against  the  rioters  of  1S7T.  | 

f  Since  leaving  the  executive  office  of  Pennsylvania,  he  has  been 

I  appointed  Post-Master  of  Philadelphia.  I 
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fifth  Massachusetts  "  struck  tents,"  and  saw  the  last  of  camp 
'•  Hicks."  Wliile  tlie  snow  was  falling  in  dampening  flakes 
and  the  chilly  morning  air  pierced  to  the  very  bones  of  the  blue- 
coated  soldiers,  the  reginieuial  line  was  formed.  Having  fired 
seven  rounds  of  blank  cartridges,  the  battalion  marched  to  the 
wharf  in  Annapolis,  and  after  much  waiting  and  the  nsual 
amount  of  ''  growling "  [always  expected  and  entirely  in 
order,  aniong  soldiers],  severi.  companies,  viz.^  A,  B,  C,  E,  P, 
G  and  K,  endja.rlv:ed  on  Itoard  the  steamer  Xeiv  YorJc^  compa- 
nies H  and  H  on  board  the  gunljoat  Zouave,  and  con:ipany  I  on 
bo'ird  the  schooner  Skirmish*'!'.  Troo|)S  of  the  entire  division 
were  on  the  move,  and  Annapolis  v/as,  for  0!u;e,  a  lively  place. 
The  Naval  Academy  grounds,  wlierc  all  tlie  troops  centred, 
were  lilled  to  repletion,  leaving  scarcely  room  for  the  marching 
and  counter-marchina:  of  the  battalions.  Bands  of  music  struck 
lip  the  national  airs  —  generals  and  their  staO-officers  hurried 
to  and  fro  —  orderlies,  mounted  on  swift-footed  but  ill-looking 
sttjcds,  galloped  througli  and  dovrn  the  lines  as  eagerly  and 
carelessly  as  firemen  hasten  to  a  fire,  only,  sometimes  they  did 
stand  still,  so  utterly  confused  at  the  sight  of  such  a  multitude 


I  "        -.  i 

I  .,                  On   Saturday,  January  4th,  1862,  orders   were  received  to  | 

I  move    on    Monday  morning,  -and    the  next  day  was   spent  in  ; 

I  preparation.  \- 

I  At  six  o'clock    on  the  morning  of  January  6tln  the  Twenty-  ; 
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of  soluiei-s,  tliat  tliev  could  only  stand  and  stare  with  their 
mouths  wide  open  :  naval  officers  dazzled  us  with  their  pretty 
uniforms  as  they  swung  through  tlio  troo|ys,  and  finally.  Burn- 
side  was  ubiquitous,  with  his  bob-tailed  steed,  so  familiar  to  the 
participants  in  this  expedition  —  Burn?]de,  always  cool — Burn- 
side,  the  handsome  man  on  horseback,  superintended  personally 
the  movement  going  forward. 

As  our  steamer  moved  out  into  the  harbor,  the  great  fleet  of 
naval  vessels  and  transports  came  into  full  view.  The  harbor 
presented  a  scene  of  great  animation  ;  steamers  whistling  and 
screeching,  little  tug-boats  blowing  and  puffing  as  they  moved 
about  with  orders  or  towed  larger  vessels  into  position.  The 
steamer  New  York  linally  anchored  at  the  Point,  inside  the 
Lio-ht. 


J 


CHAPTER     III. 

BURNSTDF/S     NOPwTH     CAROLINA    EXPEDITION  — II ATTERAS     INLET 

THE      STORM SIGNAL     CORPS THE      FLEET      OP     TRANSPORTS 

AND    GUNBOATS THE    SWASH. 

|^f".^-fe^rHLE  riding  at  anclior  in  the-  liarbor  of  Annapolis, 
,\^f /  |/;i)  we  turn  for  a  moment  to  the  jrovernment  programme 
r<^fc5)  for  a  Coast  Division,  to  !)e  composed  mostly  of  New 
England  troops,  and  designed  originally  to  co-opej-ate  with  the 
movements  of  the  Army  of  Ihc  Potomac. 

iMcClellan,  in  suggesting  such  a  Division  [September  6th, 
ISGl]  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  said  :  — 

'-  Organize  a  force  of  two  brigades,  of  five  regiments  each  of  New 
Etighmd  men,  for  tlie  gciieral  service — but  particularly  adapted  to 
the  Coast  service.  Tht:  otriccis  and  men  to  ije  suiliciently  conversant 
with  boat  service  to  rnauage  steamei's,  saiHiig  vessels,  launches, 
barges,  surf  boats,  floatiiig  lotteries,  tfcc.  To  charter  or  buy  for  the 
coniuiand  a  suilicient  iiurabcr  of  pro[H";llers  or  tug  boats  for  transpor- 
tation of  men  and  supplies,  the  machinery  of  which  should  be  amply 
protected  by  timber:  the  vessels  to  have 'permanent  experienced 
otlicers  from  the  merchant  service,  but  to  he  manned  by  details  from 
the  command.  A  naval  oti'icer  to  be  attached  to  tlie  staff  of  the 
commandinir  oilicer.  Tlie  liank  companies  of  each  remment  to  be 
armed  with  Dahljrreu  boat-iiuns,  and  carbines  with  v/ater-proof  car- 
tridges ;  the  other  comj-anies  to  have  such  arms  as  T  may  hereafter 
designate,  to  be  uniformed  and  equipped  as  the  Phode  Island  regi- 
ments are.  Launches  an<l  tloating  batteries,  with  tind)er  parapets  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  huid  or  bring  into  action  the  entire  force. 
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**The  entire  management  and  organization  of  the  force  to  be 
under  my  control,  and  to  form  an  iiitegral  part  of  the  Armv  of  the 
Potomac. 

''-The  immediate  object  of  tliis  force  is  for  operations  in  the  inlets 
of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Potomac.  *         *         *         *         * 

"  You  will  immediately  perceive  that  the  object  of  this  force  is  to 
follow  along  the  coast,  and  up  the  inlets  and  i-ivers,  the  movements 
of  the  main  army  when  it  advances." 

For  this  object  tlie  Coast  Division  was  organized,  but  there 
was  found  a  serious  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  vessels  for 
the  purposes  contemplated,  and  very  late  in  1861,  while  the 
division  was  at  Aiinapob's,  the  entire  programme  was  changed. 
It  was  not  until  about  the  time  the  division  was  ready  to  sail 
upon  its  mission,  that  its  destination  was  definitely  known,  even 
to  its  commander.  That  information  was  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter  of  instructions  to  General  Baruside  :  — 

Head-Quartei's  of  the  Army, 
Washing-ton,  .Janaan  7th,  1SG2. 
Brigatlier-Generul  A.  E.  Burxside, 

Conimancliiii};'  Expedition. 

General:  —  In  accordance  -with  verbal  instructions  heretofore  given  you  — 
vou  will,  after  uiiicing  witli  Flair-Officer  GoMsborough,  at  Fort  ilonroc,  pro- 
ceed under  his  couvirv  to  ITatceras  inlet,  where  you  ^\i]l,  iu  connection  with 
liirn,  take  the  most  prompt  measures  for  cro^^sing  the  fleet  over  the  bulkhead 
into  the  watere  of  the  sound.  Uuder  tlie  accompanying  general  order  consti- 
tutijig-  :l-,e  D^'partment  of  North  Curolina,  you  aaiII  assame  command  of  tlie 
garris^oii  at  liattei-as  inlet,  and  make  snch  di.spo^■itioIlS  in  regard  to  that  place, 
as  your  ulterior  o]>erati(;ns  in;>y  rentier  ueces>nry  —  always  beiiig  careful  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  thr^t  very  important  station  in  any  contingeacy.  Your 
first  pouit  of  attack  will  be  Uoannke  inland  and  it^  dependencies. 

It  is  presumed  tliat  the  navy  can  reduce  tlse  batteries  on  the  Uiarshes,  and 
cover  tlie  lariding  of  your  troops  on  the  main  i.-^land,  by  which,  in  connection 
with  a  rapid  movement  of  the  gun-boats  to  the  nortliern  extrenuty  —  as  soon  as 
the  marsh  battery  i^:  reduced  —  it  may  bo  ho})e<l  to  capture  the  entire  garri.sou 
of  the  place.  JIaviiig  occnided  the  island  and  its  dependencies,  you  will  at  once 
proceed  to  the  erection  of  the  batteries  and  defences  necessary  to  li-.dd  the 
positi(m  with  a  small  forvC.  Slionld  the  tiag-ofricer  recpure  any  assistance  in 
seizing--  or  holding  the  debouches  of  the  canal  irom  Norfolk  —  you  will  please 
afford  it  to  him. 


I 
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I'iie  Comnii'dui^e  niid  yonrcelf  liavinir  completed  your  arrangements  iu  regard 
to  lioanoke  island,  and  the  waters  north  of  it,  you  will  please  at  once  make  a 
descent  ou  Xcw  Berne;  having  g-ained  possession  of  which,'  and  the  railroad 
passing-  through  it,  you  will  at  once  throw  a  sutncient  force  upon  Beaufort,  and 
take  the  steps  necessary  to  reduce  Fort  IMacon  and  0})en  that  port.  When  you 
seize  New  Berne,  you  ^^  ill  endeavor  to  .^eize  the  railroad  as  far  west  as  Golds. 
borough  —  should  circuni-tances  favor  such  a  movement.  The  temper  of  the 
people,  the  rei»el  force  at  liand,  -ic,  will  go  far  towards  determining  the  qnes- 
tion  as  to  how  fai  Avest  tlie  railroad  can  be  safely  occnjiied  and  held.  Sliould 
circumstances  render  it  advjsalde  to  seize  and  hold  Ealeigli,  tlie  main  north  and 
south  line  of  railruad  passinir  through  Goldshorough,  should  be  so  effectually 
destroyed  for  considerable  distances  north  and  south  of  t]iat  point,  as  to  render 
it  impossible  for  the  rebels  to  use  it  to  your  disadvantage.  A  great  point 
would  be  gained,  in  any  event,  by  the  effectual  destruction  of  the  Wiiraingtou 
and  Weldon  railroad. 

I  would  advise  great  caution  in  moving  so  far  into  the  interior  as  upon 
Kaleigh  ITavimr  accomplislied  the  objects  mentioned,  the  next  point  of  inter- 
est would  probal)ly  be  \Vilnnngton,  tlie  reduction  of  wlu'ch  may  require  that 
additional  mieans  shall  be  afforded  yon.  I  would  urge  grr at  caution  in  regard 
to  proclamations.  In  no  ca>e  would  I  go  beyond  a  nio<k^r:Ue  joiiit  proclamati(~ni 
witii  the  naval  commander,  which  should  say  as  little  as  possilue  about  politi<-s 
or  the  nff/rc,  —  m.-rtdy  state  that  the  true  issue  for  which  we  are  fighting  is  tlie 
I>reservadon  of  the  Union,  and  upholding  the  laws  of  the  general  government, 
and  statinir  tliat  all  who  conduct  themselves  properly,  will  as  far  as  possible  be 
j*fOtected  in  their  persons  and  property. 

You  will  report  your  operations  a>  (;ften  as  an  opportuniiy  offers  itself. 
With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success, 
-  5 '        I  am,  &c  , 

•  .  '  Geo.  B.  :McCr.ELL.vx, 

"    ,    '  Major-Central  Cor<imand'th(j  in  Cliipf. 


This,  (ben,  was  the  plan  of  operations  iti  Noith  Carolina:  — 

iV/vf.  Ca[)ture  Roanoku  island  and  all  the  ports  north,  of 
it,  and  particuiarly  to  hold  the  debouches  of  tlie  canal  from 
Norfolk. 

Second.  Coptnre  Xew  Berne  and  the  railroad  going  tliroagh 
it,  and  if  possible  as  far  west  as  Goldsborough. 

Third.    Reduce  Fort  Macon  and  open  the  port  of  Beaufort. 

Fourth.  Circumstances  permitting,  seize  and  hold  Raleigh, 
and  destroy  the  Wilmington  aiid  Weldon  railroad.  The 
tburth  part  of  tlie  '*  plan  ''  de[>cndcd  entirely  upon  the  capture 
of  the   railroad   as   far   west   as   Goldsborough  ;  accomplishing 


i 
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that,  depended  upon  tlie  nuraljcr  of  troops  for  the  seryice,  and 
it  was  admitted  that  possibly  an  additional  force  miglit  be 
required  to  capture  Wilmington. 

^[cClellan's  plan  of  general  campaign  in  February,  18G1, 
proposed  a  line  of  operations  of  Avhich  Burnside  in  North 
Carolina  should  constitute  the  extreme  left  —  Norfolk,  cap- 
tured and  held  by  oar  forces,  constituting  the  centre,  connect- 
ing Burnside  willt  Buel  in  East  Tennessee,  by  Raleigh  and 
Lynchburg,  and  Halleck  at  Nashville  and  ^lemphis,  then,  by 
'the  reduction  of  Vrilniiiigtou  and  Charleston,  connecting 
Sherman  on  the  left  and  throw  Halleck  south  to  connect  with 
the  expedition  on  New  Orleans— -while  McClellan  with  the 
Army  of  tb.e  Potomac  should  attack  Riclimond  via  the  Penin- 
sula, or  that  failing,  taking  Fortress  Monroe  as  a  base,  cross 
the  James  to  the  rear  of  the  Confederate  capital,  forcing  the 
enemy  to  conie  out  and  attack.  The  success  of  this  plan  of 
campaign  depended  upon  Pniniside  in  North  Carolina  being 
able  to  take  and  hold  Raleigh  and  Wilmington,  and  upon  tlic 
favorable  movements  of,  McClellan  with  the  xVrmy  of  the 
Potomac. 

THE    FLEET    MOTES. 

On  the  morning  of  Janunry  Oth,  1862,  at  8  o'clock,  the 
expedition,  com[)rising  one  hundred  and  seventeen  vessels, 
moved  out  of  the  harbor  of  Anna}K)lis.  It  was  the  grandest 
sigiit  ever  seen  before  upon  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The 
steamer  ]S^w  Brinisirick.  having  on  bourd  the  Tentli  Connec- 
ticut A'olunteers,  led  the  way,  followed  in  two  lines  by  tlie 
remainder  of  the  ileet.  From  all  the  vessels  and  steamers  the 
most  erithusiastic  cheers  were  heai'd,  mingling  with  the  music 
of  a  dozen  or  niore  regimental  bands.  It  was  a  beauiifid 
morning  as  the  fleet  sailed  so  grandly  ijito  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake.  The  long  tfdked  of  ex|)edition  was  moving  — 
the  last  letter  had  been  mailed  for  honie,  and  into  thousands 
of  dwellings  duiting  ihe  countiy  would  soon  go  the  messengers 
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of  affection  bearing  the  last  farewell  ot"  many  a  brave  soldier,  I 

moving   npon    his  last    expcclitioji   upon   earth.      Ttius,   as   by  [ 

letters  and  telegrams  from  tlie  soldiers,  the  "news  of  the  move-  [• 

nient   of    the    fleet    sped    swiftly    over   the    land,   there   were  ■ 

thousands   of  throb'oing  hearts,  and   many  a  silent  ^irayer  went  I 

up  from  the  homes  of  the  soldiers  for  the  safety  and  success  I 

;  of  the  expedition.  | 

,  Its   destination    was  unknown    even    to  the   officers  of   the 

'  ficet,  and  the  grand  question  discussed  on  the  transports  was — •'  -^ 

\  ^  "  AVhere  are  we  going — where  shall  we  land,  and  wliere  strike  [ 

I  the   bhjw  ?  "     Ti)e  sailing   masters   had   only  one  direction  — 

|.„  '^  Follow  the  leading  vessel ;"  and  the  master  of  the  leading 

j-  vessel  rno\ed  under  sealed  orders,  which  he  could   open  only  \ 

I  when  he  came  to  a  road  that  turned  off.     One  envelope,  for  |' 

^  instance,    directed    that   it    should    be    o;)ened   when    Fortress  I 

I  Monroe    was   in    sight- — opened,    it   read,    ''Go   to   Hampton  I 

;  roads  and  anchor."       Sailing  again,  the  next  packa^'e  would  ! 

I  direct   to    be    opened   wlicn   Cape   lienry  bore  in    a  specified  j 

I  direction :    and    when    opened,    directed   the    master  to    make  j 

'  Cape   riattcras,  and  in  case  of  bad  weatlier,  put  into  Hatteras  j 

I  inlet  and  anclior  ;  opposite  Cape  Hatteras  tlie  last  packnge  was  .j 

\  to  be  opened,  and  it  directed  the  vessel  to  luichor  at  the  Inlet.        "  | 

t:  Thus,  tlie  master  of  the  leading  vessel  only  knew  as  he  reached  i 

e<n'tain  points  what  the  destination  was.     All  the  other  vessels  j 

I  v-eie  to  follow  the  leading  vessel,  and  in  case  of  bad  v^eather         •  j' 

I  aiid  separalion,  were  directed  to  anchor  at  Hatteras  inlet.  "j- 

\  The  Confe^lerates  shared  tlie  same  ignorance  concerning  the  j 

I  phir^e  of  destination  —  Magruder  was  in  a  frenzy  at  Yorktown  ;  j 

I  i><';iu regard  was  watching  for  it  at  New  Orleans,  and  at  Nor- 

I  folk  tlic  excitement  of  exjjectatiori  was  unrelieved  by  a  single 

I  it.Mu  of  information.     Our  friends  at  the  North  were  equally  in 

I  'he  dark,  but  just  as  the  expedition  sailed,  this  conclusion  was 

I  rvached  :  — 

I  **  h  i.s  .said  that  the  character  of  the  fleet,  which  is  composed  mostly 

f  '^f  li^dit-tliMfr  and  r.ol  particuLiiiy  strong  vessels,  renders  it  extrtMnely 


b'jt 
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doubtful  that  tliere  is  auv  design  of  weatliering  Cape  Ilatteras  at  this 
season  of  the  ve;u-." 


If  that  editor  had  known  the  fact  that  some  of  our  yessels 
■were  Erie  canal-boats,  and  that  others  were  ferry-b.oats  for- 
merly plying  in  Boston  harbor  and  vrhich  wou.ld  not  be  con- 
sidered safe  in  a  strong  soutli-easter  to  make  tlie  voyage 
between  Hull  and  iiinot's  Ledge,  he  could  have  assured  the 
public  Avith  much  more  confidence,  that  there  iras  '^  no  desHjn 
of  veatliering  Cape  Jlatieran  at  tJtis  season  of  the  year  !  ^''  Th.e 
liichmoud  JJispaich^  however,  in  a  letter  from  Norfolk,  proved 
that  its  capacity  for /77/<:'8s/?7^  was  equal  to  that  of  our  northern 

editor  from  whom  we  have  quoted: —    ■  •  .''     :   ,\   '  "      .' '    .^  '^:;  . 

» 

''•There  arc  new  rumors  ahout  tlie  grand  Armada  of  aunboats, 
rotten  hislks  and  dear  bought  transport  ships.  Of  course  they  are  to 
come  to  llunipton  roads,  take  their  position  under  the  Fort  — 
scarcely  eleven  miles  distant' — liave  a  drunken  spree  at  Segar's 
hotel,  and  then  come  in  grand  style  up  to  Xorfolk,  leveling  the 
Sewall's  Point  batteries  to  the  ground,  knocking  Craney  island  clear 
from  its  foundations,  blov>'ing  u[)  old  Fort  Norf  )lk  and  tlie  magazine, 
taking  quiet  possession  of  Norfolk  and  Poi'tsmouth,  and  so  forth  and 
so  on.  But  to  be  a  little  more  serious  • —  a  ger.tleman  recently  from 
the  South  savs  the  expedition  is  inter.ded  for  Norfolk  ;  and  tiie  cor- 
respondent of  a  Western  paper  says  it  is  certainly  designed  for  the 
waters  of  Eastern  Virginia,  including  Elizabeth  and  its  branches." 

Thus  Yv'cre  our  friends  at  the  North  and  our  foes  at  the  South 
bevvildcred  [and  we  too]  ;  they  were  certainly  in  a  fog,  just 
v^uch  a  dense  ^o^  as  the  expedition  found  upon  the  Che^npeake 
at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  January  lOih.  The  fleet  was 
obliged  to  anchor  until  nine  o'clock,  v\dien,  the  fog  lifting,  the 
voyage  was  resumed,  and  in  a  few  hours  otir  vessels  were 
riding  at  ancln:>r  in  Hampton  roads. 

The  gunboat  Zouave,  with  comjranies  D  and  H  on  board; 
being  a  slow  couch  and  terribly  vnrrrta/'n  at  that,  did  not  come 
up  uiilil  two  days  after,  i.e.,  at  7  A.  M.  on  the  l-th  [Satuiday], 
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"^                   at  noon  of  wiiich  cliiy  the  fleet  moved  again,  and  the  leading  | 

steamer  was  most  certainly  headed  towards  the  ocean  !     Pass-  I 

?                   ing    Cape    Henry,    the    leading    steamer  turned    southward.  i 

^                    Orders  were  opened,  and  then  the  destination  was  known  to  be  j 

I  HaUeras.  ^  .    | 

^                        Duuuiing  the  cape  on  the  morning  of  tlie  13th,  dark  lines  of  } 

I                    clouds  were  seen  in  the  distance  pregnant  with  a  coming  storm,  '\ 

I  and  licfore  many  of  t1ie  vessels   could  reach  anchorage  within 

\                    the  iidet,  the  storm  broke  furiously  with  wind  and  rain.    White  [ 

I            .        caps  appeared  upon  the  surging  waves,  the  wind  increased  to  a  \ 

•                    gale,  and  the  great  fleet  was  tossed  wildly  upon  the  angry  bil-  j 

:                    lows.     Oue  of  the  canal-boats  went  down  before 'doubling  the  | 

cape,  l.)ut  tlie  second  one  entered  the  inlet  in  triumph.     Before  j 

f                     ni;iht  the  larger  portion  of  the  fleet  found  anchorage.  1 

i  \ 

\                                                                              HATTERAS    INLET.  • 

{                        The  arrival  at  Fortress  ^lonroe  (August.  1861)  of  Mr.  Camp-  j 

I                     bell,  the  master  of  a  merchant  vessel  which  had  been  wrecked  I 

I  on    the   North    Carv)li!ia   coast,   and   who  had    been    for    some 

I  months  a  prisoner  in  that  part  of  the  rebel  territory  contiguous 

I                    to  the  vast  inland  waters  of  that  State,  furnished   our  pjovern-  > 

I                    nient  with  important  information  concerning  the  large  contra-  1 

band  trade  there  carried  on,  and  tliC  use  of  liatteras  inlet  as  a  } 

channel  by  whicli  blockade  runners  reached  the  inland  waters,  j 

■                     and  communicated  with  the  people  of  North  Carolina.  j, 

As  this  part  of  the  country  became  the  tramping  ground  of  j 

those  who  followed  the  fortunes  of  Burnside's  expedition,  and  \ 

every  locality  in   tlie  vicinity  became   familiar   to   them,  it  ^vill  j 

not  be  out  of  place  here  to  epitomize  its  description.  • 

I                        Approaching  the    coast,  we    first  see  the   cape    making  its  ! 

f  clbi)w  into  the  sea,  upon  the  extreme  point  of  which  stands  the 

liglithouse,  which,  in  days  of  peace,  warned  the  maiincrs  against  ; 
I,                    ihe  reels  and   shoals  whiclr  nnike  off  from   the  cape   for   many 
\                     miles. 
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That  lighthouse  was  lightless  at  the  time  the  expedition 
approaclied  tlie  cape. 

Men  ^^']\o  loved  darkness  rather  than  light,  had  stmt  off  that 
important  beacon,  and  tliose  who  came  upon  this  dangerous 
coast  must  do  so  at  tlieir  peril. 

Hounding  the  cape,  we  pass  down  some  fifteen  miles  and 
then  fuid  a  nairov/  tongue  of  sand  forming  a  convex  arc,  varv- 
inc'  from  an  ei^Juli  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  in  width,  and  skirtino- 
the  entire  eastern  coast  from  Virginia's  southern  line  to  the 
most  northerly  point  of  South  Carolina.  This  sandy  bar  is 
pierced  by  nai-row  openings,  the  most  important  of  which  are 
Oregon,  New  and  Loggerhead  inlets  north  of  thq  cape,  but  not 
having  water  sufncient  for  ordinary  draft  vessels;  Hatteras 
and  Ocracoke  inlets  between  capes  Hatteras  and  Lookout,  the 
former  being  chiefiy  used  for  navigation,  having  a  capacity  to 
float  vessels  drawing  from  seven  arid  one-holf  to  eight  icet  of 
vrater. 

South  of  Cape  Lookout  we  find  Old  Topsail  inlet  opening 
to  the  harbor  of  Bonufort,  N.  C,  and  guarded  on  the  southerly 
side  by  Fort  Macon.  Still  further  south  we  discover  numerous 
inlets  o})posite  the  counties  of  Onslow  and  New  Hanover,  when 
we  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  river,  at  the  head  of 
wliich  stands  tlie  important  town  of  Wilmington. 

Haltei'as  inlet,  v;here  the  fleet  anchored,  was  a  narrow  open- 
ing readied  from  the  sea  by  ever  changing  and  irregular  chan- 
nels over  a  saiidy  bar  wliich  formed  a  deceptive  barrier  to  the 
most  skilled  na\igator.  Liside  the  inlet  is  anotlier  bar  called 
'^  ]]ulkhead "  and  ''Swash,"  throuoh  which  certain  channels 
permeated  ca|»able  of  iloating  light  draft  vessels,  having  at  high 
tide  a  water  depth  of  seven  feet  one  inch. 

This  inlet  opened  into  Pamlico  sound  [formerly,  and  prob- 
ably more  ]>roperly  spelled  "Famplico"]  a  large  sheet  of 
water  eighty-six  nviles  long  from  northeast  to  southwest,  and 
frcmi  ten  to  thirty  miles  wide.  The  Pamlico  and  Neuse  rivers 
empty  into  this  sound,  the  former  from  the   northwest  and  the 
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I  latter   from    the   west-southwest.     Upon   tlie  left  bank  of  tli  • 

I  former  is   situated  the  town  of  ^VashiIlgton   [known  as  *'  little 

I  Washington"]    and   upon  the  latter   the  city  of  New  Berne  is 

I  located,  some  thirty  miles  from  its  month.     At  New  Berne,  the 

I  Trent  river,  navigable  for  small  craft,  flows  into  the  Neiise  — 

I  the  city  being  built  upon  a  point  between  the  two  rivers,  that  is 

I  to  say,  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Neuse  and  left  bank  of  the 

Trent 

Stretching  down  from   Cape  Henry  is  Currituck  sound,  fifty 
miles  long  and  from  two  to.  ten   miles  wide,  and  this  empties 
i'  into  Albemarle  sound,  a  noble  sheet  of  water  extending  east 

I  and  west  sixty  miles,  and  having  a  width  of  from  ten  to  thirty 

t  miles.     Into    this    sound   flows    at  its  western    extremity,   the 

I  Chowan  river  from  the  north,  iiavigal>le  to  near  the  Virginia 

i  line,   and   the   Roanoke    from   the  west,    navioalde    for   thirty 

miles,  and  upon  v/hioli  is  located,  on  the  J'iglit  bank,  and' eight 
n^.ile^  from  its  mouth,  tlie  town  of  Plymouth.  Near  tlie  mouth 
of  the  Chowan  river,  upon  a  little  bay  jetting  northerly  from 
tlie  sound,  is  the  beautiful  little  town  of  Edenton.  At  the 
I  eastern    extremity    of    the    Albeniarle,    the    Pasquotank    river 

Hows  from  the  north  into  the  sound,  and  some  fifteen  miles  from 
its  mouth,  and  on  the  eastern  side,  is  the  town  of  Camden,  in 
tlie  county  of  that  name  ;  and  still  more  northerly  and  on  the 
0}'.posire  bonk,  is  Elizabeth  City,  the  chief  town  of  Fasquolank 
C'Minty. 

Suutli  of  Albemarle,  and  between  that  and  Pamlico  sound, 
is    located   Eoanuke  island,   twelve   miles   long  from  north  to 
f  souih,  and  from  one  to  three  miles  wide.     On  the  east  side  is  a 

I  narrow  strip  of  water,  known  as  Roanoke   sound,  not  suitable 

I  for  navigation.     This  strip  of  water  is  divided  from  the  ocean 

f  in-  the  tongue  of  sand  before  described,  and  opposite  the  island 

I  on  this  sand   bar  is  the  little  hafniet  known   as  Nagg's  Head. 

I  W(\^t  of  the  i.-huid  is  Croatan   sound,  which  atlbrds  passage  for 

I  all  vessels  between  Pandico  and  Albemarle  sounds      Roanoke 

I  i.damJ  commands  Croatan  sound,  and  consequently  the  highway 
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of  waters  leading  to  Norfolk  via  the  canal   coiinecting  Curri-  | 

tuck  sound  with   the    North  and   Elizabeth   rivers,  ilowinij,"  to  1 

that  city.  -f 

It  will  he   seen  by  this  description,  that  Eoanokc  inland  was  | 

the  '•  key  "  to  Norfolk,  and  Hatteras   inlet  a  most  important  I 

position  to  be  held  as  the  only  available  channel  for  reaching  | 

Ivoanoke  island  and  other  places  of  importance  on  the  eastern  | 

coast  of  North  Carolina.  I 

As  was  before   stated,  the  sfovernnicnt  became  satisfied   in  I 
August,  1861,  of  the   importance  of  possessing  Hatteras  inlet, 
and  an  expedition  to  that  place  was  confided  t.o    Commodoi-e 
Strin^diam  of  tlie  navy,  and    General   Butler  of  the  volunteer 
army. 

Stringliam  bad   a  fleet  consisting  of  the  frigates  Mitmesota 
and    Sus'fa'Jianna,   sloops  of  war  Wobcusli.  Pcnniee  and  Cvni-  -  | 

herland.  and  the  advice  boat  Harriet  Lane.  I 

Jjutlcr,  tlien  commanding  forces  at  Newport  News,  embarked  | 

on  two  steamers  vvdih  a  force  of  nine  hundred  men.  I 

■I 
The  fleet  sailed  August  2GtlK  and  the  next  day  anchored  off  | 

Hatteras  inlet.     Idie  inlet  was  defen.ded  })y  an  octagonal  field-  | 

woj-k   on  the   norLnerly  side  of  tlie   entrance,  which  was   made  I 

of  sand,  haviiii2:  m-u^'azhie  and  bomb-proof  shelters,  and  known  | 

as   Fort  Hiittoras.      Its  armament,  not  complete  at  that  time,  | 

compiised  ten  navy  Liiirty-lwo   pound  guns.     The  approach  by  | 

land  to  this  ioit  vas  (iijlicull,  on  account  of  the  swampy  nature  | 

of  the  soiL     Nortliciistcrly  of  Fort  Haiteras,  and   covei'ing  the  I 

entrance   from  the   open   sea,  the    Confederates   had   erected   a 

square  redoubL  nn^unting   five  guns,  knov.-n  as  Fort  Clark,  and 

still  further   up  the  sandy  tongue  of  land,  was  an  epaulement, 

having   two   guns,   intended  to   aid   in    lesisting  a   landing   of 

troops    from    tran.s[)orts.      These    defences    were    occupied   by 

about  one  thousand    moi!   nndoj'   geneial  connnand   of  Colonel 

^Martin  of    the   Seventh    North  Carolina   Regiment,  and    M;ijur 

Andrews,    who   had    tlie     immediate    connnand    of    the     torts. 

('ommodoic  Ikirion  had  connnand  of  the   naval  defences  oi  ihe 
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State,    the   importance    of  wliicli    command   may  be    seen    as 
we  go  along. 

August  28th  the  ileet  under  Stringham  commenced  bom- 
barding the  forts,  while  the  troops  under  Butler  made  prepa- 
rations for  landing.  The  Federal  guns  poured  their  shells  into 
the  enemy's  works,  and  the  compliment  could  not  be  returned 
in  kind  as  the  distance  was  too  great  for  the  range  of  the  fort 
guns.  At  noon  the  rebels  took  down  their  flag  from  Fort 
Chirk  and  escaped  to  Fort  Hatteras.  The  troops  landed  under 
Colonel  Max  AYebber  and  took  possession  of  the  evacuated 
fortification,  but  could  not  hold  it  on  account  of  the  fire  from 
r  Fort  Hatteras.     Webber  tried  to  get  possession  of  the  two  gun 

1^.  epaalcment,  but  did  not  succeed,  and  finally,  the  winds  rising 

I?  and   stormy   Hatteras    donning    her    roughest    garments,   the 

\  vessels  were  compelled  to  put  off  from  the  shore,  leaving  poor 

f  2\Iax  Weliber  and  his  troops  in  great  peril  and  anxiety  upon  the 

I  sand-bar.     But  the  Confederates  were  in  greater  confusion  and 

I  more  anxiety,  and  in  that  fact  our  troops  found  their  salvation. 

r  Reinforcements  expected   from   New  Berne  had  not  arrived, 

!  tlieir  gunners  were  inexperienced  and  the  range  was  too  great 

I  to  render  their  pieces  serviceable  against  the  fleet  of  Stringham, 

I  and  so,  having  as  much  on  their  mind   as  they  cordd  well  sus- 

f  udn.  they  let  Max  Wel)ber  and  his  faithful   soldiers  severely 

I  alone  through  the  night. 

■  I  In  the  morning  the  sea  was  calm  and  the  bombardment  was 

\  resumed.     'I'lic  enenjy  took  refuge  in   their  casemates.     Max 

\  Webber  again  took  Fort  Clark,  and  tliis  time  was  able  to  turn 

lier  guns  upon  a  Confederate  steamer  that  was  trying  to  reach 
\  a  binding  with  tlie  exp>ected  'reinforcements  from  New  Berne. 

I  Tho  fleet  was   pre}>aring  to  enter  the  inlet  —  the  rebel. rein- 

f  forcements  retired    and    returned  to  New   Berne,  and,   under 

I  tliese  circumstances  of  discouragement,  Commodore  Barron  at 

^  eleven   o'clock,  raised   the  white   flag.     Tiiis   result  vras   una- 

I  voidable.     By  this  surrender,  seven  liundred  prisoners,  twenty- 

I  five  pieces  of  artillery  and  other  property  besides  the  forts  fell 
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into  our  hands,  and  Hatteras  inlet  becaiDC  the  base  for  naval  1 

and  military  operations,  of  which  we  shall  Jearn  more  as  we  | 

advance.  -I 

The  Ninth  New  York  Yolimteers,  nnder  command  of  Colonel  J 

Hawkins,  was  left  to  hold  the  inlet,  and  were  found  there  by  | 

the  fleet  of  Burnside.                                         •  I 

Tlic  inlet  from  point  to   point  was  not  over  half  a  mile  in  | 

widtli,  and  the  water  rushed  through  npon  every  chaDge  of  tide  | 

"^^'ith  fearful  rapidity.     The  bottom  being  sandy,  ^'essels  con-  ^ 

slantlv  draoii-ed   tlieir  anchors,  and  ''  cat-head  drills,"  as  the  'I 

bumping  and  thumping  of  one  vessel  upon  another  were  face-  '| 

tiously  called,  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  ^ 

xVt  its  best,  Hatteras  hjlet  is  a  dismal  place.     It  was  made  in  "I 

a  single  night  by  a  tempest.     Years  ago,  a  farm  house  with  its  ; 

grapery  and   garden,  stood   on  the  spot  where  our  vessels  an-  ;( 

chored,  all  washed  away  by  the   angry  waves  in   one  night  of  J 

fearful   storm,   the    family   escaping   up  the   sandy  bar  to  the  | 

light-house  at  the   cape.      Upon  some  portions   of  this  ridge  | 

dividing  the  ocean  from  the  sound,  may  be  seen  little  clumps  of  i 

dvrarfcd   live   oaks,  and  sometimes,  fertile  spots  where  marsh  \ 

grass   gi'ows  thinly.      Several  hundred    people   ai'c    scattered  i 

along  this  bar,  who  get  a  living,  such  as  it  is,  by  fishing,  gath-  -^ 

ering  oysters,  picking  up  a  wreck  now  and  then,  and  doing  a  | 

little  piloting.     Most  of  these  people  were  born  tliere,  and  had  \ 

never  seen  anv  other  localitv.     I<rnorance   is  bliss,  and  these  ? 

people  are  supi-emely  hap])y.     The  centre  of  the  universe  is  at  | 

Hatteras  —  so  think  these   sim})le  people.     Some  of  the  fisher-  -| 

men  liave  wandered  off  as  far  as  the  '-  i\Iain,"  as  they  call  the  | 

eastern  shore  of  North    Carolina.     Schools  are   considered   an  % 

innovation   upon  the   customs  of  '^  the  fathers,''   and  I'eally,  it  | 

don't  require  much  learning:'  to  catch  Hatteras  fish  and  oysters.  | 

Somewhoj-e  \\u  the   bar,  is  a  meetinir-hou^^c  with  a  lit  tit-;  church  i 

organization,  and  a  little  burial  place  with  wooden  liead-boards  1 

to  the  gi^aves.     There  are  wonu.m  here  \\\\o  never  wore  slioes.  | 

Thev  seldom   see  anv  monev  —  indeed  don't   need   it,  and  are  i 

■       ■      ■  f 
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Lapp}^  without  it.    It's  a  paradise  for  those  who  have  do  money 

Olid  DO  expectation  of  any. 

As  Burnside's  Armada  occupied  this  inlet,  the  terrible  storm 

I  continned.     Sodic  of  tlie  vessels  dragged  their   anchors   and 

I  wore  cast  upon  the   beach,  one,  tlie  Zouave^  Avith  Companies  D 

I  find  H  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  on  board,  went  to  the 

f  bottom,  but  fortunately  all  the  troops  were  saved.     The  com- 

f  })anies  and  most  of  tlie  baggage  were  talien  off  by  the  gunboat 

I  Putnam  and  the   ferryboat  Eagle.     Tlie  -^-ater  rushed  into  the 

I  Zouave  so  rapidly  that  some  of  the  equipments  and  all  the 

I  rations  were  lost.     The  next  morning  Companies  D  and  H  on 

I  the  Eagle,  made  a  Ijreakfast  from  a  small  allowance  of  raw  salt 

I  poik  and  hard  biead,  vvithouL  coffee.     The  following  day  they 

lived  upon  ham  in  which  lusty  maggots  found  a  haven  of  rest. 
J^  During  this  fearful  storm,  the  Cily  of  New  York^  a  large 

I  steamer  filled  with  ordnance  stores,  supplies  and  horses,  a  val- 

I  uabie  cargo,  struck  upon  the  outer  bar,  and  withhi  twenty-four 

I  hours  was  a  total  vrreck.     Tier  signals  of  distress  were  seen, 

I  l)ut  no  liuman  being  conld  reach  her  with  aid. 
I  One  morning   [January  14]    a  gunboat  struck  the  Xeiv  York 

I  and  tore  away  her  aft  cabin ,  occupied  l>y  the  band  ;  afterwards, 

a   schooner    drove    her    jib-boom   into    the   wheel-house ;    the 

;  seliooner  left,  minus  her  Ijoom.     The  supply  of  water  gave  out 

'  [January  201  and  I'oiie  could  be  had.     Some  of  the  soldiers 

I  caught  rain-water  after  it  had  waslied  the  upper  deck,  and  one 

I  of  ihuDi  has  it  recorded  in  his  diarv:  — 

I 

4  "  I  ibuiid  a  tiriv  stream  which  was  iormed  bv  the  water  runmng  oil- 

I  the  deck,  wliicli  had  uot  been  cleaned  daring  orir  stay  on  tne  steamer, 

\  and   the   oiilcers  had  v/alked  ui)on  it,  and   it  had  caught  their  cigar 

*  7 

I  stul).>  and  tobacco-quids,  but  iievertlieless,  the  liquid  was   fresh  laaf.er, 

f  :wA  after  I  had  tilled  my  cup   hy  staying  there   until  tlie   shower  was 

I  over,  f  was  offered  se\enty-five  cents  fu-  it,  which  1  refnsed." 

I  Xearly  all  the  tinuj  tliat  the  Xew  York  was  at  the  inlet,'the 

f  dri^iking  and    cooking   wate-r  was   of. rained   by  distillation   of 

I  '  ' 

f 
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fresh  water  from  salt  water.  The  process  was  slow  and  the 
Eegiment  was  put  upon  an  aliowauce.  Guards  were  stationed 
over  the  water  tanks,  and  water  could  be  obtained  only  at  cer- 
tain  times   and   in   limited  quantity.     For   eight  long,  dreary 

days,  no  sun  Avas  seen,  uotliing  but  black  clouds,  wind  and  ^ 

rain.     One  of  the  Tcssels  of  the  fleet,  the  Pocahontas,  was  lost  | 

above  the   Cape,  near  Loggerhead   inlet,  and  for  many  days  |. 

nothing  was   heard   from   those    on   board,   sevoj'al  of  whom  ;-| 

belonged  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Ivegiment.     No  lives  were  lost,  | 

but  there  were  narrow  esca})es  from  death.     Private  Diah  Ball,  | 

of  Company  K,  having  in   charge  some  horses,,  reached  the  1 

shore  nearly  exhausted,  and  Iris  arrival  witn  Private  Sampsor^  -.I 

A.  Merrill  of  Company  B,  botli  liaving  walked  down  the  sand-  ^ 

bar   many  miles,  receiving  kindness  from  the  poverty-stricken  ;| 

inhabitants,  was  the  first  news  o])taincd  of  the  s^ifcty  of  the  | 

others.      Ninety,    out   of  one    hundred   horses   on   board   the  -^ 

steamer,  were  lost.  i 


SIGNAL   CORPS.  ^ 

The  expedition  was  provided  witli  a  Signal  Corps,  using  tlie  | 

new  code  of  signals  provided  the  government,  ]>y  Major  Myers.  | 

The  code  is  very  lilind  to  those  wiio  do  not  undcrstaud  it,  but  | 

the  details  are  easily  acquired.     Two  Second  Lieutenants  of  f 

the  Twenty-fifth  Pegiment,  jM.  B.  Bessey  of  Company  A,  and  % 

W.  F.  Draper  of  Company  B,  vrere  detailed  as  Signal  Officers. 
By  means  of  the  signals,  troops  can  be  mantcuvred  by  a  com- 
mander many  miles  distant,  and  the  signals  were  equally 
serviceable  in  the  night  as  b}'  day,  large  torches  ])eing  nseil 
at  niglit  irisiead  of  flags. 

THE   FLEET. 

Tlie  naval  vessels  of  the  expedition  consisted  of  the  following 
gunboats,  all  light  draft,  and  having  an  armament  of  ninety- 
fijur  uuus:  — 
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Bv't.  Brig.  Gen'l.  VVim.  F.  Draper; 
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Picl-ett comTnajidcd  by  Thos.  P.  Ives. 

Brichier "  "   J.  C  Giddings. 

Cere? .     "  "    S.  A.  McDermaid. 

Chasseur... "  '•'   Joliu  West.    • 

Commodore  Barney "  "    E,  D.  Eensbaw. 

Commodore  Perrij "  "    Chas.  II.  Flusser. 

Delaware "  "    S.  P.  Quackenbush. 

Granite "  "    E.  Boomer. 

Gen.  Putnam "  "    W.  J.  Ilaskins. 

Hussar "  "    Fred  Crocker. 

Hunchback '*  "    E.  R.  Calbonu. 

Hetzel -^  "   11.  K.  Davenport. 

J.  N.  Seymour •'  "   P.  S.  Welles. 

Louisiana '•  "   Alex.  Muxray. 

Lockivood •'  "    S.  L.  Graves. 

Lancer "  "   B.  iMoriey. 

Morse "  "  Peter  Hayes, 

Philadelphia. "  "    Silas  Reynolds. 

Pioneer ''  "C.S.Baker. 

Rocht , "  "   James  Lake. 

Ranger "  *•'   J.  B.  Ghilds. 

Stars  and  Stripes "  "    Reed  Werden. 

Southfield,  (Flagsliip,) "  "   Captain  Bolnn. 

Shawsheen "  "   T.  S.  Woodward. 

Underin-itr-r "  "   • J  offers. 

Valley  City '•'  "   J.  C  Chai)liD . 

Vidette "  "   B.  Poiiner. 

Whitehead "  " French. 

Younrj  Rocer *•'  "   I.  }].  Studley. 

la  ad'Ji'iou,  tliero  were  i\\Q  rtoathig  batLcrJes  of  three  guns  each,  viz:    the 

Schrapnel,  Bombshdl,   Grapeshot  [went  down  off  Ca];>e  Hattcras,]    Grtnad''  and 
Rocket,  also  pontOi.")n  bridge  schooners  Sea  Bird  iuul  JIary  If.  Banks. 


The  transport  steamers  ^^^ll  troo})s,  were  tbe 


N,v:  York,  Captain  Clark Twenty-fifth  }.IassachuseLts  Volunteers. 

X-jrihrner,  Captain  Marston Twenty-llr.st  ISIassachusetts  YolnnU'ors. 

Gxiidc,  Captain  Vaille ''i\venty-fonrth  ]Ma.ssachusetts  Volunteers. 

Ntw  Brunswick,  Captain  Winchester. Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

Il'in-^^er Twenty-seventli  Massachusetts  ^^,)lunlee^s. 

/['■ddander  and  Hussar .T^\■enty-thi^d  ]\rass;)ch!is"tts  \'olunteer3. 

'  "'■.:s'trl-^  Captain  Benaet Fiffy-iirst  Pennsvlva.nia  \'olunteer5. 

I-.o::isiiiNa , Sixtli  New  H:!n!]>shiie  N'uluutcors. 

E'i>!frn  Qiuui Fourth  Uliude  Islau'!  \'olunteers. 


T WENTY-FIFTfl   MA SSA CH USETTS. 


The  right  wing*  of  tlie  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  was 
upon  the  gunboat  Ranrjpr,  and  the  left  wing  upon  a  barque 
towed,  by  the  gunboat.  There  were  many  other  steamers  and 
saib'ng  vessels  having  regiments  and  detachments  on  board, 
and  quite  a  fleet  for  transportation  of  horses,  commissary  and 
quartermasters'  stores. 

The  schooners  llecn-uit  and  Scout  were  used  as  division 
'hospitals,  having  four  hundred  and  forty  bertlis.  These  hos- 
pital ships  were  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Samuel 
A.  Green,  M.  D.,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Yolun- 
teers,  a  surgeon  highly  skilled  in  his  profession,  possessing  the 
advantage  of  having  a  heart  fully  devoted  to  the  work  and 
abib'iy  in  gaining  the  confidence  and  love  of  all  who  came 
imder  his  care.  His  assistants  were  Dr.  Dodere  of  the  Fiftv- 
first  New  York,  and  Dr.  Theron  Temple  of  t1ie  Twenty-fiftli 
Massachusetts. 


1 


THE     SWASH. 

Between  the  little  harbor  inside  of  the  inlet,  where  all  the 
fleet  rode  at  anchor,  and  the  waters  of  the  Sound,  was,  as  we 
have  before  said,  a  sand-bar,  with  seven  feet  and  one  inch  of 
water  at  higli  tide.  This  bar  was  between  tlie  troops  and  the 
enemy,  and  there  was  a  difficulty  in  getting  vessels  drawin.g 
from  eight  to  ten  feet,  over  a  sand-bar  covered  by  only  seven 
feet  of  water !  All  the  transports  were  chartered  by  the 
government,  upon  the  stipulation  that  they  did  not  '  draw 
over  seven  feet  of  water,  loaded.  Many  of  them  did  draw 
more  than  eight  feet,  the  contractors,  as  usual,  cheating  tlie 
government.  The  difficulty  must  be  overcome,  or  the  expedi- 
tion prove  a  failure. 

Tliis  was  one  great  burden  upon  General  Burnside  —  and  he 
was  the  man  to  melt  avray  the  trouble.  On  l)oard  the  little 
Ficlcett^  Avhioh  he  used  as  a  sort  of  flag-sliip,  he  moved  among 
the  vessels  of  the  fleet.  ^A'ith  his  yellow  belt,  blue  sliirt. 
slouched  h.at  and.  high  boots,  he  stood  lih'e  a  sea-god  in  the 
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liows  of  his  puffing  and  wliistling  litllo  steamer,  encouraging 
tliose  disheartened,  and  always  asking  atlcctioaately  after  tlie 
welfare  of  the  men.  At  one  time,  when  some  one  begged  him 
to  take  some  rest,  he  replied,  '•  the  contractors  have  ruined  me, 
but  God  holds  me  in  His  palm,  and  all  will  yet  be  well."  He 
felt  that  the  contractors  and  the  elements  were  conspired 
"  against   him,  yet    he  had   a  living   faith   that    success  would 

I  attend  his  efforts  ultimately.     It  was  that  faith  that  sustained 

>  him,  and,  when  the  troops  saw  the  iirm  determination  resting 

I  upon  his  countenance,  they  had  faith  too.     There  was  not  a 

I  thouo'lit  of  failure. 

f,  °  ^  .  .  . 

%  Another  cause   of   delay,  was   the  ignorance   of   the  pilots 

t  concerning  the  inlet,  whose  bottom  v;as  loose  and  changeable. 

I  Information  obtained  some  months  previous,  was  of  no  value  at 

J  the  time  of  our  occupancy  of  the  inlet,  for  the  sifting  sands  fill 

'-  up  the  old  channels  iu  a  night,  and  rushing  waters  make  new 

I  ones  as  rapidly.     TliC  steamers  Louisiana^  Kortherncrj  George 

I  Feahody  and.  Eastern  Queen  were  all  aground  at  one  time,  and 

I  others  were  constantly  tliuniping  bottom. 

I  Finally,    Burubide   determined   to  make  an  issue  with    the 

I  masicr  of   the   largest  transport,   which  was  the  Xeio   YorJc. 

\  Captain  Clark  was  notified  that  he  "  must  put  his  steamer 
over  the  Swash,  at  ouce."  Clark  expostuJated  — "  my  stearner 
draws  eight  feet,  two  inches:    I  can't  go  where  tliere  is  only 

•  seven  feet  of  water,  without  losing  my  vessel."  '*  Very  well," 
said  the  General,  "the  owners  of  your  steamer  have  contracted 

\  tliat  she  draws  not  over  seven  feet,  if  they  have  lied  about  it, 

I  Iv't  them  sun"er  the  consequences — fhe  steamer  shall   go  over 

\  tlie    Swash,    or   be    lost   in   the    attempt ! "      Clark,   a   loyal, 

;  estimable   man,  refused   to  make  the  attempt — he  refused  to 

I  obey   tlie    imperative  order  of    the  commanding   general.     A 

I  hie  of   soldiers  came  on  board,  arrested   Captain   Clark  and 

I  conveyed  him  away  in  a  small  boat.     Our  troops  looked  on, 

I  and    sonn-    one    said  —  '^  that    means    business,"    and    another 

I  I'Miiurked,    that    ''  the    general    had    got   his    back    up,"    and 
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still  another  offered  to  "  bet  ten  to  one,  that  the  New  York 
would  go  over  the  Swash."  Colonel  Upton,  who  had  a  high 
personal  regard  for  Clark,  soon  after  left  the  transport,  and  was 
rowed  to  the  head-quarters  steamer.  Burnside  insisted  that 
his  order  must  be  obeyed,  or  the  captain  should  hang-  at  tlie 
yard-arm  !  And  that  settled  the  matter — men  don't  like  to 
hang  by  the  neck,  without  an  effort  for  life,  and  so  Clark 
promised  to  make  an  attempt  to  cross  the  Swash. 

The  next  day  [January  27]  the  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  ^Massachusetts  were  rem.oved  from  the  New  Yorh  to 
smaller  craft,  four  companies,  B,  F,  G-  and  K,  going  on  board 
the  ferryboat  Curlew,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sprap;ue  being  in 
command.  The  other  companies  were  bestowed  on  other 
vessels,  whereupon,  the  Neio  York  vvas  lightened  of  all  freight, 
and,  January  31st,  getting  up  a  full  head  of  steam,  went 
gaily  over  the  "  Swash,"  without  touching  bottom.  This 
success  was  greeted  with  hearty  cheers  fi'ora  the  troops.  The 
next  day,  the  regiment  returned  to  the  transport  steamer, 
except  companies  D  and  H  that  remained  on  the  JEagle,  and 
companies  C  and  I,  on  the  scliooner  Skirmisher.  All  of  tlie 
steamers  and  vessels  were  soon  over  the  bar,  and  the  troops 
were  in  good  spirits,  for  the  greatest  difficulty  had  been 
ovorcoiiie,  \Vater  vessels  having  arrived,  a  full  allowance  of 
this  article  v/as  supplied  for  ail  necessary  ])urposes.  The 
cooking  facilities  for  so  many  men  were  very  meagre,  and. 
most  of  the  time  while  on  shipboard,  the  troops  were  on 
short  allowance  of  food.  For  two  days  on  the  New  York, 
the  soldiers  lived  on  boiled  potatoes  and  suit.  It  was  wonder- 
ful, how  nobly  the  men  accepted  tlie  situation,  and  made  the 
best  of  it,  witliout  grumbling  —  upon  the  ground,  probably,  that 
what  cannot  be  cured  must  be  endured.  ^ 

On  the  1st  of  February,  orders  were  issued  in  regard  to 
landing.  The  troops  were  to  land  in  light  marching  order, 
and  with   three   days'   cooked   rations.      The   company  cooks 
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went  ashore  with  proper  cooking  utensils,  and  prepared  the 
three  days'   rations. 

A  certain  number  of  men  were  detailed  from  each  company, 
as  oarsmen,  and  when  the  waters  woidd  permit,  the  vicinity 
of  the  fleet  was  alive  with  small  boats  filled  Avith  soldiers, 
practising  with  the  oars. 

In  the  meantime  the  Confederates  had  information  that  the 
Armada  was  at  Ilatteras,  and  every  eftbvt  was  made  by  them 
to  strengthen  the  defences  of  lloanoke  island. 
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CITAPTEE     lY , 

LANDING,    AND    EATTLE    OF    ROANOKE    ISLAND — HOSPITAL    SCENES 
NAVAL     OPERATIONS  —  DRUDGERY  —  LEAVE      RO  ANOEE. 


fy? /■-,  >?/£  iiQve  already- described  tlic  situation  and  topograph- 
e  ■  .  ical  surroundings  of  RoaiioL'o  island,  and  have  novv' 
j^4>^6<vrV  only  to  add  a  Ijrief  account  of  its  earliest  settlement, 
almost  three  hundred  years  before  the  time  of  which  we  write. 
Sir  Walter  Raleigb.,  obtaining  from  Queen  Elizabeth  a 
patent,  sent  two  vessels  in  loS-f,  vhich  visited  Pamlico  and 
xVlbemarle  sounds,  and,  after  trafficking  with  the  Indians, 
returned  to  England  with  sucf;  glowing  accounts  of  the  country 
they  Imd  seen,  that  Elizabeth,  elated  witli  the  event,  and  as  a 
memorial  of  her  unmarried  state,  named  the  region  Virginia. 
In  loSo,  Raleigh  sent  a  colony  under  ]?-al}»li  Lane.  This 
colony  occupied  Roanuke  island,  but  after  a  year  of  great 
distress,  embarked  for  England.  \\\  1587,  a  colony  urider 
John  White  was  sent  to  tb.e  s;iuie  plaice.  AVhite  returned  to 
England  for  supplies,  and  after  an  absence  of  two  years, 
returned,  and,  upon  reacliing  the  island,  sounded  a  trump.et, 
but  no  ansvver  was  heard  to  disturb'  tiie  uKjlancholy  t-tillness 
brooding  over  the  deserlod  spot.  No  mnn  can  say,  with 
certainty,  wlmt  biecame  of  the  people  left,  there  by  White. 
Ail  that  he  found  to  indicate  their  fate,  was  a  high  post, 
bearing  on  it  the  letters  C  R  0,  and,  at  tlie  former  site  of 
their  village,  he  found  a  tree,  vhich  had  been  deprived  of  its 
bark,  and  bore  in  veil  cut  characters,  the  word  CROAT  AX. 
It  is  [uobaijle  these  coionists  went  furtlier  south,  to  Croatan,  as 
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a   historian  writing  in   1714,  says: — ''The   Hattcras   Indians  i 

who  lived  on  Roanoke  island,  or  much  frequented  it,  tell  us,  ; 

that  several  of  their  ancestors  were  white  people,  and  could  j 

talk  in  a  book,  as  vv'c  do."  >  ^  \ 

■  As   we  have   seen,   Roanoke  island   was  a  most   important  I 

|)osition,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  February,  the  fleet  of  naval  ; 

vessels  under  command  of  Flag  Officer  Louis  11.  Goldsborough, 

and  the  transports  loaded  ^yitli  troops,  all  under  command  of 

General    Burnside,    moved    from   Hatteras   inlet   for    Croatan 

sound,  fifteen  gun-boats  leading,  under  the  immediate  command  \ 

of   Rowan.      The  Pilot  Boy^  with  General  Foster- on  board,  j 

took  the  lead  of  th.e  transports,  followed  by  the  Xao  York^  \ 

with   the  Twenty-lifth    Massachusetts,  the  large  fleet  making  '; 

a   l)eautiful   display,  as  it  cut  througli  the  waters   presenting  1 

a  surface  as  smooth  as  glass.  | 

At  five  o'clock,  p.  :\[.,  the   fleet  anchored  eiglit  miles  below  j 

Roanoke  island,  and  in  view  of  its  southerly  poiut.  j 

T!?e  next   day    [February   6th]    was   occujiied   by   a  recon-  \ 

noii^sance  by  tiie  gunboats,  and  in  getting  into  position.  j 

Winlc  v^^aiting  for  the  navy  to  get  ready  for  action,  we  may  -j 

spend  a  moment  in  examining  the  defences  and  inspecting  the 

defenders   of   Roanoke   island.      For  the   defence,  there   was, 

r.isi,  a  blockade  of   Croatan  sound  from  near  the  cen.tre  of  the 

i^huid  to  the  opposite  main,  made  by  sunken  vessels  and  driven 

I  plies.     Above   this   Idockade  was  the   Confederate  "Mosquito 

*  Fi'et"  of  eight  small  vessels  having  eleven  guns,  commanded 

by   bieiUenant  W.  F.   Lynch,  a  former  officer  of  the  United  j 

^  Slate>^  ^-'t^vy.      As  a  new-tledged  commodore,  he  vras  cliarged  j 

^  lo  deiend  the  eastern  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  we  sliall  see  } 

I  liow  lie  did  it. 

I  On    the    westerly   side    of   Roanoke,  the    Confederates    had 

I  rrected    three    sand    forts,   tlie    lower   one    named  "  Bartow,"  | 

I  [«*'»iii!nanding  xVshby's  harbor]  the  second  called  Feu't  '-Blan-  j 

I  '-Irarti;-  and  the  third,  Fort  "  lluger,"  the  tlirce  forts  having 

^  ' '.  .-liiv-six  n;uns,  some   en  Ixirhetfe,  and  others   in  embrasures, 

I 
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three  of  them  being  one-luindred-pounder  rifled  caiinoiu  These 
forts  couimanded  the  water  approaches  in  their  front,  aPxd  the 
lower  road,  froni  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  in  their 
rear.  Opposite  Eoanoke  on  the  main,  at  Redstone  point, 
another  fort  commanded  the  sound  channel.  On  the  easterly 
side  of  the  island  was  Shallowbag  bay,  opposite  Nagg's  head. 
Between  this  bay  and   Croatan  sound,  was  a  road  traversing 

the  island.     Here,  upon  the  borders  of  what  they  called  an  | 

impenetrable    swamp,    or   pocoson,    the    enemy  had   a   strong  | 

redoubt  and  intrenched  camp,  the  three  guns  of  the  redoubt  | 

sweeping  the  narrow  causeway  which  appeared  to  be  the  only  | 

way  of  reaching  the  enenjy  and  tire  upper  end  of  tlie  island.  J 

Upon  the  shore  forts,  that  at  Redstone  point  and  the  redoubt  | 

just   mentioned,   the    Confederates   had    about    fortv    guns    in  § 

position.     Tlie  redoubt  and  intrenched  camp  was  the  point  to  | 

be  carried  by  the  infantry.  | 

Let  us  look  at  the  defenders,  composed  of  the  Eighth  North  | 

Carolina   Rei^iment,    Colonel    H.    M.    Shaw  :    the   Thirtv-lirst  | 

North   Carolina,   Colonel  J.   Y.   Jordan  ;    a  })attalion   of   the  | 

Seventeenth  North   Carolina,  ]\Iajor   G.  II.  Hill ;    a  regiment  | 

under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,   and  Wise's  Legion  from  | 

Richmond.                  ,  | 

Fortunately   for   the    Union  aTiny,  Ex-Governor  rienry  A.  .| 

Wise  was  the  commander  of  these  forces.     He  was  in  West  | 

Virginia  earlier  in  th;e  war,  and  there  he  had  a  quarrel  with  I 

Floyd,  who  was  sent  to  Tennessee,  and  distinguished  liimself  | 

by  running  away  from  Grant,  at  Fort  Donelson.  | 

Fortunately   for   Wise,  he  was  taken    sick  about  the  time  | 

Burnside  was  ready  to  move  on   his  vrorks  and  went  over  to  | 

Nagg's  head  where  he   remained,  until  he  found   how  aflairs  | 

were  going  on  the  islnnd,  when  he  made  a  rapid   fliglit  up  tlie  | 

coast   to   Norlblk.     The    Confederates    on    the  island,   in   the  ■% 

absence  of  Wise,  were  conunanded  by  Shaw.  | 

In  Decern] )er,  1861,  the   Richmond   government    sent  Wise  | 

to  Roanoke  island   witii  his  iamous  legion,  instructiiig  him  to  | 


.1 

WEARiyc;   THE  BLUE.  69 

recruit  to  ten  thousand  men  in  North  Carolina.  He  was  also 
instructed  to  make  the  island  impregnable,  and  to  hold  it  at  all 
hazards.  He  failed  in  finding  his  recruits  and  we  shall  see 
that  he  failed  also  in  making  anything  like  a  creditable  defence 
of  the  island. 

On  February  7th,  just  before   noon,  the  Federal  gunboats 
commenced    a    bombardment   of    the    forts    and    Confederate  I 

flotilla.     The  scene  was  grandly  magnificent.     'JTlio  sliot  from  ^ 

the  Union   gunboats  told  with  disastrous  eflect  upon  the  forts,  ]. 

In  less  than  two  hours,  most  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Bartow  were  i 

I  silenced  and  the  barracks  were  in  flames.     Those  who  wit-  » 

1^  nessed    the  exciting    bombardment,  particularly  the  members  \ 

I  of  the   Twenty-lifth  Massachusetts,  the   nearest  to  the  scene, 

I  ^v\\\  never  forget  the  splendid  mana^uvring  of  the  little  sloop 

r  carrying  a  one-hnndred-pounder  gun,  as  it  circled  between  the 

k  line  of  battle  and  Fort  Bartow,  discharging  its  heavy  shot  with  , 

vronderful  precision  into  the  fort.     The  Confederate  flotilla  was  j 

soon  driven  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns,  while  the  Curleic,  I 

its  largest  vessel  vras  disabled  and  soon  after  beached  under  I 

tlie  guns  at  Iledstone  point,  and  w^as  taken  by  Goldsborough  \ 

next  day.  j 

At  ihrce  and  one-half  o'clock,  p.  m.,  General  Foster  ordered    '  j 

tlic  I'wenty-iifth  Massachusetts  to  bo  ready  to  jaiid.     The  com-  | 

I  \Ai\i\cs  on   the  Xeiv  York  were  immediately  transf^JTcd  to  the 

I  J^iht  Boy   [General  Foster  being  on  board,]    and   the  Ikujle     . 

I  and  Sklrnmher  witli  a  line  of  launches  and  snniU  boats  were 

I  taken  in  tow.     Lieutenant  Andrews  of  the  NinriL  Nevv^  York  I 

X  Toluntcers,  had   sounded   out   the   channel   and   reconuoitered  1 

,  lor  a  suitable  landing  place,  and  we  vv'ere  to  receive  the  benefit  j 

i  of  infurmation  obtained  by  him  at  great  risk.  1 

I  The  Fllot  Bon  moved   slowly  toward  the   island,  receiving  \ 

I  the  cheers  of  the  troops  on  the  other  transpoi'ts  as  we  passed 

I  aiuJig.     Every  heart  beat  quickly  and  the  eyes  of  every  soldier 

I  '-'lir:t(med  as  we  steamed  slowly  towards  the  place  of  danger.  ,• 

\  G,;L;r{'ai  Burn.slde  came  alonu-biue  and  pointed  out  to  General 

r 

i  ■' 
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Foster  a  place  Avhere  he  tliought  ^ve  had  belter  make  a  lancliniLr. 
Foster  suggested  Ashby's  harbor  as  a  better  place ;  "Yery^vell," 
said  Burnside,  "  act  on  your  ovvn  discretion,  I  don't  hamper  you 
with  orders  I''  It  was  said  so  pleasantly,  and  such  a  smile 
played  upon  the  features  of  the  great  leader,  even  at  that  mo- 
ment of  supreme  excitement,  that  all  who  heard  it  had  a  more 
ardent  afiection  for  the  com.nianding;  general,  who  long  ere  this 
had  won  their  respect  and  love.  \ye  drew  nearer  the  shore — 
there,  beliind  the  bushes  was  a  long  line  of  bristling  bayonets; 
one,  two,  three  battle  flags  were  seen ;  a  little  more  to  the  right 
was  heard  the  rattling  of  artillery  Avheels.  Here  then  we  were 
to  meet  our  ba}itism  of  fire!  Every  breath  was  hushed  and  men 
began  to  calcidate  how  many  would  fall  under  the  first  fire, 
and  just  how  long  it  would  take  us  to  get  over  the  side  of  the 
steamer  and  wade  to  the  shore;  but  just  at  this  moment  tlie 
Belaware  came  down  and  threw  some  schrapuel  into  the 
bushes,  and  put  a  fe^v  shell  into  the  wood?  beyond,  and  the 
shells  burst  with  a  fearful  bang!  bang!  echoing  through  the 
timber.  Theri  ihc  brave  defenders  put  up  their  bayonets,  and 
one,  two,  three  battle  flags  passed  quietly  out  of  sight,  and  not 
a  gun  was  fired  to  dispute  our  landing. 

Trie  PUot  Boij  struck  the  mud  at  Asldjy's  harbor,  a  place 
which  Vv-ill  be  admitted  as  possessing,  if  nothing  else,  an  apj^cl- 
lation  quite  eu[)lionical.  The  name  is  its  most  distinguishing 
feature.  We  saw  there  not  a  town,  not  even  a  hamlet,  but  a 
little  clearing  having  a  dcet)  timbered  back-ground  with  only 
one  liouse,  a  l^air  looking  two-storied  wooden  Imilding,  with  its 
clnmnies  on  the  outside,  like  otlier  Southern  dwelling-houses, 
and  known  as  tlie  Ilannon  house.  Imagination  exercised 
itself  upon  that  single  dwelling.  Was  that  the  residence  of 
the  chief  potentate  of  Roanoke  island,  pei-ha|,'S  the  lineal 
descendant  of  Sir  Walter  Kaleiuh  or  White  ;  ar.d  was  he  a 
mayor  or  a  governor,  and  did  he  stand  dignified  guard  over 
Ashby's  harboi",  wliere  Eurnside's  great  fleet  was  to  make  a 
gatewuy  f<>r  tlie  hidden  i-aths  Ijeyond  'i 
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These  tlioiights  rushing'  through   our  mind  as  we  stood  ex- 

I  posed  at  the  bow  of  the  Pilot  Boy^  reminded  us  of  the  experi- 

^  encc  of  the    allied    armies  approaehing   a   landing   upon  the 

,;  invasion   of  the  Crimea,  at  a  little  port  upon  the  Blaek  sea, 

\  known  as  Ea]>atoria.     It  Y\'ill  be  remembered  by  those  conver- 

?  sant  witli  that  campaign,  that  tlie  Asiatic  cholera  made  fearful 

lavages  anjong  the  English   and  French  troops  at  Yarna,  and 

wliicli  still  was  to  be  found  among  the  soldiers  approaching  tlie 

Russian  coast ;  so,  when  Colonels  Trochu  and  Steele  went  to 

Eupatoria  to  summon  the  town,  they  v/ere  mey  by  the  dignilied 

governor  of  the  place  without  a  soldier  or  a  gun  behind  him. 

I  As  this  otVicial  looked  out  upon  the  sea,  he  embraced  within  his 

I  range  of  a  ision  the  great  armada  of  the  allied  armies  of  Eng- 

I'  land,  France   and  Turkey,  composed   of  war  ships,  transport 

I;  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  almost  without  number,  bearing  an 

I  armament  capable  of  putting  him  and  his  little  seaport  out  of 

I  existence  by  one  broadside,  and  troops  to  the  number  of  neai'Jy 

|.  sixty  thousand  men.     Cut  tlie  Eupatorian  governor  was  not  to 

I  bo  iVightened.     ^^hen  told  that  tlie  allied  powers  proposed  to 

I  land,  tlie  governor  assumed  a   position  of  reniarkal)le  dignity 

\  and  reiilied  that  '^  tliev  miglit  do  so  ;  "  but  he  at  once  added  a 

r  iproviso — a  remarkaljle  proviso  for  a  governor  in  his  situation 

5  10  add  —  that  ''the  ileet  must  be  fumigated:"  he  didn't  want 

tlir-  Asiatic  cholera  imported   into  R-ussiii,  and  therefore  Lord 

t  Puiglan  and  St.  xVrnaud  and  Omar  Pasha,  and  all  other  Omar's, 

I  great  and   small,   must    go   down  to  Lazzaretto  and   consider 

t  themselves   in  sirict  quarantine  I     Of  course   they  did   nothing 

I  of  the   kind,  but  forthwiti)   landed   at  and  near  Eupatoria,  and 

I  put  the   anti-cholera  governor  into  his   little  bed   and  sang  him 

luliabys.     The   dignity  of  this   governor  was  almost  equal   io 

tliat   of  the   great   AtVican    king   of  Dahomey,  v»dio  imagined 

himself    the    greatest   potentate    on    earth,   ai'ound    whom    all 

other  sovereigns  revolved.     It  is  said  that  after  he  had  dined, 

he  caused-  an    officer    of   his    })alace  to  '^  ring    a    gong-gong," 

^^hen  anotiier  officer  of  state  step{»ed  out  upon  the   portico   of 
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tlie  palace  and  made  proclamation  —  "  The  Lion  of  the  Forest 
and  the  Whale  of  the  Sea  has  had  his  dinner,  and  now  all 
other  kings  and  potentates  may  eat." 

But  the  sequel  of  the  landing  at  Ashby  harbor  showed  that 

there  was  no  governor,  niayor  or  king  of  Dalioiney  to  put  us  in  |^1 

quarantine  or  lay   down    any  rules  concerning   the   order   of  iA- 

debarkation — the  lone  house  ^\as  tcnantless  until  Foster  and  M. 

members  of  his  scaft'  took  possession.  a;| 

The  troops  in  the  small  boats  had  the  advantage  of  being  M 

able  to  make  the,  first  landing,  and  when  the  forv/ard  jnotion  of  "1^ 

the  Pilot  Boy  ceased,  the  boats'  in  tow  winged   swiftly  for  the  1 

shore.     Captain  Pickett  was  the   first  to  laud,  and   Captain  ^  | 

Attwood   followed,  bearing   the  flag  of  the   armed   schooner  i 

Skirmisher  attached  to  a  boat-hook.     This  was  the  first  Ameri-  1 


i 


can  {lag  placed   upon  the  island.     Soon  after  landing,  Lieu-  i 

tenant  Ixichter,  of  Company  G,  nailed  a  small  Union  flag  upon  I 

the  to})  of  the  Ilannon.  house.  '  '; 

The  flag  which  Captain  Attwood  first  raised  upon  Eoanoke  r.l 

island,  was  afterwards   sent  to  Boston  and  placed  in  Boylston  '-X 

hall,  the  armory  of  the  '-Old  Tiger"  battalion,  with  vvdiich  the  :  I 

captain  vras  connected   before  the  war.     The  historic  flag  was  ,;  | 

exlii')ited  tliere  as  a  memorial  of  great  inf:(;re^•t  and  value.  .  | 

Y\'lule  tlie  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  was  v>ading  through  \ 

the    marsli  mud    to  the    shore,  other   regiments    of  the   Fir^t  { 

Bria'ade  were  followinii'.  and  before  miLl!iio.'ht,  \Qi\  thonsatul 
LTiiiun  troops  occupied  the  clearing  about  Asliby's  harbor. 
Immediately  upon  landing,  Company  A,  Captain  Pickett,  was  } 

sent  up  the  road  to  the  riglit  on  a  reconnoissance.  The  Twenty- 
first  Massachusetts  was  doing  picket  duty  .in  the  same  direc- 
tion. To  the  left,  through  dense  thickets  of  underbrush, 
Comj^auy  K,  Captain  I)enny,  was  sent  off  on  a  reconnoissance 
residting  in  nothing  but  torn  clothes  and  flesh.  U]>on  returning 
^vith  report  that  all  ^sas  quiet  on  the  left  flank,  for  not  a 
Johnny  had  been  seen,  tlie  Com})any  was  ordered  on  })icket. 
and   so,  vrith  nothing    to  eat,  they  were   out  all   night   in   the 
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I  (liizzluig  rain.     Compjyij  A  was  tramping  throiigli  the  mud 

I  and  water  until  eleven  o'clock,  p,  m. 

I  On    Saturday   luorning     [February    8],    just    before    seven 

I  o'clock,  "fall  in"   was  shouted   among  the  battalions.     The 

I  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  was  soon  in  line,  and  moved  up  tlie 

I  road,  led   by   Colonel   Upton,   Company  A,   Captain  Pickett, 

I  having  the  advance  as  skirmishers.     After  marching  a  mile  or 

I  more,  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  encountered  and  driven 

I  in  by  the  skirmishers.     The  regiment  changed  direction  to  the 

.1  left,  leaving  the  road,  the  riglit  having  advanced  to  the  caase- 

1  way  while  the  left  wing  vras  considerably  to  the  rear,  so  that 

f  when  tlie  latter  moved  by  the  left  flank  it  came  at  once  upon 

^^  very  difllcnlt  ground  to  march  ovei*.     There  was  no  definite 

i  order,  so  far  as  the  left  wing  was  concerned,  and  the  compauy 

t  commanders  seemed  to  be  acting  independent  —  all,  however, 

I  were  trying  to  move  forward  in  the  new  direction,  supposing  a 

f  battalion  formation  would  somewhere  be  found;    but  the  pro- 

I  gress  through  the  briars  and  tangled  v;ild  wood,  over  the  bogs  | 

t  and  through  the  slush-holes,  was  enough  to  tax  the  patience  of  | 

'f  a  better  man  than  Job.     Napoleon  said  lie  had  discovei'ed  a  j 

^  "fifth  element '•' in  Poland,  which  was  7niu],  ond  if  mud  is  an  j 

i  element    in  warfare,   we   con  count   these   Roanoke  briars  as  | 

I  the  sixth   element.     Tiio   Gtliccrs   aud  men   cutting  theii-  way  ! 

\  through  those  terrible  brambles,  vv-ere  seeking  tinit  applause  i 

wliich  comes  from  duty  performed^  an  applarise  which  waits  [ 

on   success — that    success   could    only  be    achieved    by  going  i 

throuqli    those  bramf)les.  f 

Very  soon  was  heard  the  ratlling  of  musketry,  and  the  balls  j 

went  wliisiling  through  tiic  tree  branches.     The  exact  position  i 

was  unknown,  and  so  also  was  the  whereabouts  of   the  right  1 

wing.     Captain  Piykhurst  was  importuned  to  climb- a  tree,  and  j 

by  a  lookout,  determine  the  |)Osition  of  the  enemy,  but  before  ; 

tlicre  was  time  to  do  this,  ilie  i-eturn  firing  of  tlie  right  vring  was 
distinguished,  and  then  it  was  known  that  the  right  wing  was 
engaged.      Very  soon    a  little  opening  was   discovered,  and 
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there  the  companies  of  the  left  wing  Vv-ore  forming,  the  entire 
regiment  perfecting  its  line  of  battle  in  a  few  minutes  as  regu- 
larly as  the  formation  of  the  ground  and  the  position  of  the 
eneray  would  allow;  "the  right  resting  on  a  clearing  com- 
manded by  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  the  left  extending  into  the 
woods  and  thicket.  Fire  was  opened  by  both  parties,  our 
artillery  shortly  after  getting  into  position,  supported  by  the 
right  wing,"  [Colonel  Upton's  Report  to  Brigade  Headquar- 
ters.] The  left  wing,  witli  Companies  H  and  I  on  the  extreme 
left,  fronted  the  enemy's  right.  The  regiment  '*  pressed 
steadily  forward,  bringing  our  lines  within  about  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  battery."  [Colonel  Upton's  Report.] 
The  firing  became  rapid,  botli  by  artillery  and  infantry,  the 
companies  firing  mostly  by  fdo.  In  his  official  report  of  this 
action.  Colonel  Upton  says:  — 

"Fire  was  kept  up  by  us  vrithont  intermission,  for  about  three 
hours,  until  about  h-ilf-pcist  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  when  our  ammunitiou 
being  exhausted,  I  was  ordered  to  form  in  column  b}' convpany  in  rear 
of  our  right,  which  was  doue  in  good  order.  The  men  rested  on  their 
arms,  wiiiting  for  a  fresh  sup|<ly  of  ammunitiou,  until  the  enemy 
having  left  his  works,  I  was  ordered  to  adAanee  with  the  remainder 
of  General  Foster's  Brigad<^\  I  would  express  my  great  satisfaction 
widi  tile  conduei  of  the  I'cgii-iciit,  bolh  oilloors  and  men.  It  was, 
tliroughout  the  crrg;;^cmont,  of  the  bi'a\cst  kind,  standing  its  they  did 
for  lioursj  in  the  water  to  their  knees,,  exposed  to  an  incessant  fire  of 
musketry^  gra[)e  and  shell,  with  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  any 
man  to  waver.  The  skirmisliing  of  Company  A,  Ca[)Lain  Pickett, 
was  performed  in  a  manner  that  would  have  done  cretlit  to  regulars. 
I  can  but  express  ray  particular  satisfaction  with  tlie  ra:inner  in 
which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spragne,  T^Iajor  McCaiTerty  and  Adjutant 
Harkness  performed  tlie  duties  devolving  uj>on  them,  and  the  su[)port 
rendered  me  by  tlicm,  throughout  the  eugagemen.t." 


The  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers moved  into  the  engagement  to  the  right  of  the  Twenty- 
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I  fifth,  wliile  the  Tenth  Connecticut  supported  the  Twcntj^-fifth  in 

ireser\o.      Just   before    Colonel    Upton    retired   the    regiment^ 
General  Eeno  came   upon  the   field  and  directed  the  Twenty- 
I  first  ^fa^-sacliu?etts  Yolunteers  in  its  occupation  of  the  position 

f  held  by  the  left  wing  of  the   Twenty-fifth,  tlie  Fifty-first  New 

I  York    aud    Fifty-first    Pennsylvania   Yolunteers,    also    swung 

I  around  to  the  left  front. 

I  The  aniinunition  being-  exliausted,  as  stated,  the  Twentv-fifth 

I  Massacfiusetts  retired  to  an   opening  in  rear  of  the   road-way 

I  and  rested  by  divisions  in  close  order.     Keno's  brigade  had 

I  been  engaged  about  twenty  minutes  when  the  Ninth  Ncvr  York 

I  Yolunteei's   [Hawkins'    Zouaves]    came    up   the    road    by  the 

flank  at  double-quick,  halting  directly  opposite  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts.  Just  beyond  the  road,  and  between  it  and 
the  enemy,  the  Tenth  Connecticut  was  lying  down,  nearly  con- 
cealed by  the  bushes.  As  the  Ninth  New  York  came  along, 
some  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut  sprang  to  their  feet.  Wearing 
gray  overcoats,  they  were  taken  for  the  enemy  and  the  Zouaves 
fired  ;  the  entire  Tenth  Connecticut  then  springing  to  their  feet, 
I  .         and  being  very  near,  sent  a  panic  through  the  ranks  of  the 

I  Zouaves,   who  fell  back,  at  least  a  portion  of  the   regiment,. 

?  upon  tlic  Twenty-fifth   .Massachusetts,  which  was  on  its  feci  in 

I  an  instant,  tiie  men  using  the  bayonets  and  the  officers  drawing 

I  swords,  while  with  one  breath  the  cry  went  up,  ''No  Bull  Run 

|:  liere  !"     Yery  soon  the  unfortunate  cause  of  the  alarui  was  dis- 

I"  covered,   order  was   restored,  and  tlie   Zouaves  moved  up  tlie 

causeway.     The  steadiness  of    the  Twenty-fifth   ]\las-achusetts 
at  this   exciting  moment,  deserved  as  much   commendation   as 
vvas    bestowed  for  its   steadiness    under   fire.     The    men    liad 
I  shown  themselves  bra^'e,  and  now  they  })roved  they  were  not 

i  "t)anicky"  —  they  were  solid,  not  sensational.      Y7e    do   not 

I  vv-rlte  of  this  panic  of  tiie  Zouaves  in   a  spirit   of  ci•it!C!:^lu,  for 

I  we  know  how  very  easily  the  best  trooiis  may  l)oeome  suddeidy 

frightened  and  lose  all  ^elf  control.     At  tlie  batth:  of  Gettys- 
f  bur;:-,    wiiicli    uas   f)Ug!it   upon   cumjiarativelv  open    fields,  the 

1      '         '  ■  ■ 
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excitement  of  the  contest  and  the  want  of  self-possession  on  the 
part  of  the  soldiers  is  shown  in  the  fact,  that  after  the  battle 
twenty-four  thousand  loaded  muskets  were  picked  up  on  the 
field,  and  of  this  number  only  about  six  thousand  were  prop- 
erly loaded  ;  twelve  thousand  contained  a  double  charge,  and 
about  six  thousand  averaged  from  three  to  ten  charges,  while 
in  some  tlicre  were  six  balls  to  a  single  charge  of  powder  ; 
some  contained  six  cartridges,  a  few  contained  twent}'-three 
charges  regularly  inserted,  and  one  musket  was  found  with 
twenty-two  balls  and  sixty-two  buckshot.  In  the  accounts  of 
some  of  the  battles  in  Europe,  where  the  best  soldiers  of  Eng- 
land, Germany,  France  and  Russia  were  engaged,  similar 
statistics  can  be  obtained. 

And  so  it  happened  many  times  during  our  war,  that  the 
troops  were  suddenly  seized  with  a  panic  for  which  no  suQicient 
cause  could  be  discovered.  The  panic  came,  perhaps  in  the 
very  moment  of  victory,  a  terror  seizing  the  troops  which  no 
eiiort  of  the  officers  could  control.  Such  was  the  panic  at  ]>ull 
Run.  Sometimes,  however,  the  p)anic  is  only  momentary.  A 
few  cool  men  or  a  few  determined  oificers  will  easily  check  it 
—  restore  confidence  and  re-form  the  broken  ranks. 

The  action  continued  until  the  Twenty-first  Massachusetts 
and  Ei(ty-fi ]•--[.  iNe^v  York  li;id  swurig  considei"al;)ly  to  the  left, 
moving  forv/ard  and  struggling  through  (lie  sv/amp  for  t1ie 
purpose  of  ilanking  the  enemy's  right.  Finally,  these  troops, 
much  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Confederates,  who  believed  no 
human  being  could  Y\'ork  through  the  pocoson,  succeeded  in  tiie 
task  and  charged  the  enemy's  right.  In  a  moment  the  flng  of 
tlie  Twenty-first  Massacluisetts  was  planted  up(jn  the  ramparts, 
followed  immediately  by  that  of  the  Fifty-first  y.*d\Y  York. 
The  Hawkins  Zouaves  had  been  sent  into  the  svramp  to  the 
right  of  the  causeway.  So  soon  as  the  Confederates  found  that 
our  troops  had  succeeded  in  passing  th>c  pocoson,  they  sent  a 
galling  fire  of  musketry  in  that  direction,  and  for  several  min- 
utes gave  them  a  taste  of  gi'upe   and   canister,  but  seeing  them- 
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selves  out-flanked,  fled  in  great  confusion  just  before  the  Union 
troops  poured  into  tbe  battery.  From  the  enemy's  left,  the 
Zouaves,  sliouting  "  Zou  !  zou !  zou  I "  -^rcnt  over  the  parapets 
and  through  the  enibrasures.  There  was  no  close  action  —  no 
hand-to-hand  contest — no  bloody  Zouave  charge,  for  the  enemy, 
seeing  the  absolute  necessity  of  leaving,  left  early.  The  poco- 
son  having  failed  them,  they  tried  their  legs,  Avhile  Reno  and 
his  l)rigade  started  in  pursuit,  followed  by  Foster's  Brigade, 
which  by  this  time  had  been  concentrated  and  was  re-formed. 
At  this  point,  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
detained  on  the  sound  by  the  grounding  of  its  transport,  came 
up  fresh,  and  took  the  advance  of  the  First  Brigade. 

As  we  passed  up  the  island,  the  road-side  was  strewn  with 
tlic  equipage  of  the  enemy,  thrown  away  that  it  might  not 
impede  the  hurried  tlight. 

Beaching  a  house  near  the  road  used  by  the  enemy  as  a 
hospital,  every  room  was  occupied  by  wounded  men.  On  a  low 
cot  in  one  of  the  corner  rooms,  covered  with  a  coarse  quilt,  lay 
the  quivering  form  of  a  pale  young  man,  his  countenance  indi- 
cating great  suffering.  It  was  0.  Jennings  Wise,  the  son  of 
Henry  A.  Wise,  who  had  outstripped  all  others  in  fanning  the 
Harne  of  secession  in  Virginia.  xVfter  being  wounded,  he 
attempted  an  esca[>c  to  Nagg's  iiead,  but  was  captured.  He 
^urvived  his  vrounds  but  a  short  time. 

After  a  fatiguing  march,  but  indeed  a  happy  one,  our  troops 
reached  tiie  head  of  the  island.  The  Twenty-fifth  ^Massachu- 
setts  made  capture  of  a  large  number  of  escaping  Confederates 
during  the  march,  while  some  of  the  soldiers,  and  oilicers  as 
well,  whose  minds,  ''even  in  fair  honor's  held,"  still  on  their 
dinner  turned,  gave  chase  to  ambling  pigs  whose  piercing 
squeal  betokened  the  instant  that  the  bayonet,  sword  or  bullet 
had  done  its  woi'k.  Near  the  camp  known  by  the  Confederates 
as  ''  Canq)  Georgia,"  some  thirteen  himdred  of  the  eiu-?my  sur- 
ivndered  to  Foster  ;  at  another  locality  a  surrender  was  made 
to  Beno,  arid    still    another    to    Parke.     A    regiment   of    live 
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hund red  landed  Oil  the  island  from  Elizabeth  City  just  in  time 
not  to  fight,  but  to  surrender.  It  was  said  that  several  hundred 
Confederates  succeeded  in  making  tlieir  escape  to  the  main 
land. 

Upon  reaching  the  head  of  the  island,  the  Twenty-fifth  Mas- 
sacliusetts  took  possession  of  barracks,  where  the  soldiers 
immediately  made  themselves  as  comfortable  as  possible.  Tlie 
Twenty-third,  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts 
occupied  in  one  camp  some  large  wooden  ])arracks  supplied 
with  fire-places,  windows,  and  separate  rooms  for  the  officers.  | 

The  camp  was  known  as  "  Camp  Foster."    Witliin  our  brigade  | 

lines  were  two  thousand   one  hundred   Confederate  prisoners,  1 

allowed  to  move  at  will  under  certain  restrictions.     They  had  | 

I  tlie    same    rations    as   furnished    our   troops,   an.d   were   even  | 

I  allowed  to  draw  their  rations  hefore  our  companies  were  sup-  \ 

\  2:>Ued.     If  they  did  get  their  rations  served  fii'st,  our  soldiers  | 

I  found  lively  compensation  in  standing  guard  o\'cr  them  !  I 

In  this  action  [February  Stli]  the  Federal  loss  was  forty-two       •    1 
killed  and  two  hundred  and  nine  vrounded.  | 

Tlie  Confederate  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  less  than  | 

;  that  of  the  Federals,  but  we  have  no  reliable  data  respecting  it.  "I 

Our  capture   of  prisoners    amounted    to   two   thousand    five 
Imndred  and  tvscnty-scvcn  ;  of  small  arms,  three  thousand   five 
•  hun.dred  ;    of   ammuniLion   the   quantity  was   large, —  seventy- 

'  i  five  tons  in  all.     We  also  came  in  possession  of  all  the  guns  in 

i  the  fijrt^,  wliich   the   enemy  so  imperfectly  spiked,  that  a  few 

hours  labor  made  them  as  serviceable  as  ever.  The  commis- 
sariat of  the  enemy  was  v\'ell  supplied.  Indeed,  tliere  was  a 
suOicient  amount  on  liand  to  supply  a  garrison  during  a  siege. 
A  goodly  quantity  of  fiour,  ham,  bacon,  lard,  etc.,  came  into  our 
possession,  and  was  distributed  to  the  troops  as  needed,  and 
.  this  extra  snijply  came  quite  opportune,  in  consideration  of  the 

,  large  nuuiber  of  prisoners  on  our  hands  re<piiring  to  be  fed. 

I  The  Twenly-fifth  Massachusetts  lust  six  hilled  and   forty-two 

;  v.'ounded. 
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LIST    OF    THE     KILLED   A>D    "SVOUNDED    IN'    HIE    BATTLE    OK    KOANOKE     ISLAND, 
FEKRUAIIY    8X11,.  1S62. 

Killed 

Corporal  Eaudall  Mann,  Company  II;  rrlvate  Michael  Bresnilien,  Company 
E  ;  Privates  Eugene  Gantner,  Yeleutijie  Suter,  of  Company  G ;  Privatet< 
Levi  Ball,  Thomas  Kelley,  of   Company  I. 


Wounded. 

Surgeon  J.  Marcus  Pice  (contused  wouml) ;  Captain  Albert  H.  Foster  (eye). 
Company  D;  Lieutenant  Xatlianiel  H.  Poster  (arm  fracrured),  Company  H; 
Coq>oral  Horace  P.  Brooks  (ankle),  Privates  Charles  S.  Parlli.ct  (arm),  S.  S. 
Presser  {leg),  Henry  P.  I^ur.x  (neck),  D.  P.  Bigelow  (locf),  of  Company  A; 
Private  Edwin  P.  Poud  (wrist).  Company  B ;  Privates  John  P.  Burke  (head), 
Wm.  Chaffee  (neck),  Chas.  Conklin  (arm  and  body),  Edward  P.  Craton  (body), 
Albert  H.  Holraan  (slight),  Samuel  Hall  (body),  Thomas  M.  Magee  (body), 
Cyprean  K.  Strattcu  (body),  of  Compauy  C;  Corj.oral  John  Howell  (leg), 
Privates  Dennis  SJieehan  (side),  Thomas  McKeon  (wrist),  I'eter  Brady 
(stomach),  Ephraim  Smitli  (shoulder),  James  Mitchell  (thigh),  of  Company 
E;  Privates  John  A.  Gilchrist  (jaw),  Chas.  PI.  Stratton  (leg),  Geo.  W.  Pace 
(leg),  of  Company  P;  Privates  Christian  Claes  (leg),  Cristopli  Linhardt  (hand), 
Ikiptist  Eeno  (breast),  Perd'n  Schvvan  (hand),  George  Yetier  (arm  and  breai^t), 
Daniel  Williams  (arm  amputated),  of  Company  G;  Pri^•aies  Geor;^c  E.  Kent 
(breast),  Henry  H.Ware  (thigli),  Wm.  H.  Eveletli  (thigh),  of  Company  H; 
Privates  J.  L.  Brown  (scalp),  Warren  L.  Wheeler  (body),  S.  P.  Jillson  (thigk), 
A.  M.  Cobleigii  (leg),  of  C\:.mpa7iyl;  Piivaic^  Ed\sin  P.Pratt  (h}g),  Samuel 
ThursLun.  (tiiigh),  Prank  S.  Sible}   (th'-gbO-  of  Company  K, 


f. 


Olio  of  the  \TOiiiidc(],  Pi-ivate  Edward  H.  Graton  of  Company 
C,  afterwards  died.  He  was  a  resident  of  Lcieesier,  and  was 
saved  from  instant  death  by  having  in  his  breast  pocket  a 
small  Episcopal  prayer-book.  Probably  ttds  book  prevented 
tlie  bullet  from  going  directly  IJirough  his  hea)i.  A  very 
peculiar  circamstance  in  connection  with  this  event  is  that  the 
Vrullet  -which  pierced  Graton's  body  first  struck  and  tore,  but 
^lid  not  de:-lroy,  a  jioetical  version  of  a  portion  of  the  third 
Psalm  —  the  centre  of  the  mark  made  by  the  ball  being 
bet V, ecu   the  following:  verses:  — 
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"Tliou,  Gracious  God,  art  my  defence, 
Ou  thee  iiir  hopes  3'ely; 
Thou  art  my  glory,  and  slialt  vet 
Lift  up  my  head  on  hig-li. 

''■  Since  whensoe'er,  in  my  distress, 
To  God  I  made  my  prayer, 
lie  heard  me  fr(jm  His  holy  place  ; 


I                                                                           Whv  should  I  now  despair?  "  1 

I                                                       '                                   .                 ■  i 

\                                                                                             .  I 

I                             The  body  of  Corporal  Maim  was  sent  to  his  home  in  Lei-  J 

!                         cestcr,  Maso.,  where,  on  the  14th  of  March,  his  obsequies  took  j 

\                         place  in   the,  meeting-house  of  the   first  parisli   in   that  tov^n.  | 

f                         The  casket  conlainins?-  his  bodv  was  covered  v;ith  the  national  i 

I                         flai!;.     The  services  were  largely  attended.     In  an  appropriate  i 

!                         discourse,  the  venerable  Rev.  Dr.  Nelson  said  tliat  young  Mann  I 

I    .                       was  not  the  iirst  of  his  familv  to  lav  down  his  life  in  defence  of  | 

I                          the  country.     In  tlie  war  of  1812,  an  uncle  of  Corporal  Mann,  1 

I                          Mr.  Sabin   ^lann   of  Worcester,  fell  mortally  wounded   at  the  I 

battle  of  Queciistown,  l)ut  in  those  days  there  were  no  facilities  % 

for  sending  home  the  dead  in   ]»attle,  and  from   Queenstov,n,  .  | 

only  a  vest,  jjCiforated  by  the  fatal  bullet,  was  sent  home  as  a  -| 

relic  of  the  dead  soldier.     Corporal  Mann  sei'ved  in  the  three  .I 

months  campaign   at  Fort  McHcnry,  and  was  respected   hv  all  % 

his   comrades  for  his  unselhshness  and  modesty.     He  was  an  ^ 

earnest,  iiitelligcnt  soldier,  therefore  he  was  brave.  ^| 

The   church   edihce  was   draped  in   mourning-   emblems,  t!ie  ^| 

flags  of  the  town  vrere   displayed   at  half-staff,  the  bells  tolled  ■* 

out  the   funeral  knell,  and  every  possible  maik  of  respect  was 

paid  to  the  young  soldier,  dead. 

!  All  the  soldiers  who  were  killed,  or  died  on  lloanoke  island, 

were   tendei'lv    buried    upon   a   soldiers'    lot.   whicli    was  well 

i                          ibnced,   and    set    apart   for    the    purpose    by   solemn   services,  ^ 

I  comlucted  by  Cliaplain  James,  Gilmore's  Ihmd   of  the  Twenty 

y  foiirih  -"\bi.-saL.']iusetts,  furnishing  ap[u-opriate  music. 
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In  1S(34  we  revisited  Itoanoke  island  and  rode  to  that  little 
burial  place,  finding  it  in  good  order,  and  the  head-boards  well 
preserved. 

Among  others  killed  in  action,  were  Colonel  Charles  L. 
Russell,  of  the  Tenth  Connectient  Volunteers,  a  nuicli  respected 
officer,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yigeur  de  Monteuil,  of  the 
D'Epineuil  Zouaves.  The  latter's  regiment  was  with  the 
expedition  as  far  as  Hatteras,  but  for  want  of  transportation, 
returned  to  Fortress  Monroe.  'Alonteuil,  disappointed  that  his 
regiment  was  obliged  to  return,  obtciined  ])ermission  to  remain 
and  proceed  witii  the  division  as  a  volunteer.  With  a  Sliarp's 
rifle  he  engaged  in  the  action,  and  met  ^  his  death,  deeply 
lamented.  lie  was  buried  in  ilxe  soldiers'  burial  gi-ound,  the 
obsequies  being  directed  bv  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maggi  and 
officers  of  the  Twentv-first  Massachusetts,  and  attended  by 
most  of  the  oiUcers  of  the  First  Brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  tlio  battle  of  IloanolvC  island,  the  '"  boys 
in  blue,''  and  those  clothed  in  homespun  gray,  sat  about  the 
camp-fires,  discussing--  {he  events  of  the  day.  A  few  liours 
before,  deadly  foes,  later,  passive  enemies,  smoking  their  pipes 
togetlier  and  taJking  of  the  future.  The  great  majority  of  the 
prisoners  vvere  uneducated,  ignorant  men,  lair  rejU'esentatives 
of  tlie  "  poor  white  ti'ash  "  of  the  Southern  country.  A  few, 
as  lor  instance,  tlie  oncers  and  men  of  the  Kiclnnond  Elues, 
were  well  educated  and  v:ell  informed,  evidently  the  cream 
of  Iticlunond  society.  Only  a  very  few  of  the  prisoners,  less 
than  a  luunircd,  were  able  to  sign  their  names  to  tlie  parole 
required  before  they  were  disclnirged  from  ihe  island. 

The  result  of  tlie  actiori  on  tlic  Sth  of  February  occasioned 
much  joy  to  all  our  troops.  The  soldiers  felt  that  the  victory, 
witli  such  comparatively  small  loss,  re[jaid  them  for  all  the 
hardships  experienced  on  board  the  ti'unsports.  The  com- 
manding olricers  shared  this  feeling,  and  expressed  their 
satisfaction  in  general  orders  —  that  of  General  Foster  being 
jiarticularly   j^lcasing  to  the  Twenty-fifth  ^lassachusetts. 
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.J,  HeadquarkTS  Department  North  Carolina. 

Eoauoke  island,  FeLruarv  9th,  1862. 
General  Orders,  \ 

XO.S.     ,    ■  -■;■■■■;   ' 

T]ie  general  coinniondmg,  cong-ratulat.es  his  troops  on 
their  brilliant  and  successful  occupation  oi:  IJoanoke  island.  The  courage  and 
steadiness  they  have  sliowu  under  fire  is  Mhai  he  expected  from  them,  and 
he  accepts  it  as  a  token  of  future  victory: 

Eacii  regiment  un  the  island,  Avill  ijiscribe  on  its  banner,  ''Eounoke  Island, 
February  Scli,  1&62." 

The  highest  praise  is  due  to  Ik'igadier-Generuls  Foster,  lieno  and  Parke,  v.dio 
1  so  bravely  and  energetically  carried  oat  the  movement  tlu\t  has  resulted  in  the 

complete  success  of  tt)e  Union  arms. 

I3y  command  of 

Brigadier-General  A.  E.  Bt  n.vsiDi:. 
(Signed)  Louis  EiciiMO.VD,  .rs.s.9?'.si:a/ii  Acijuta?it-GcncrnL 


\  *■         '/.■:"  Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

•  Koanoke  Island,  February  23rd,  1SG2. 

i  ♦     General  Orders,  |_  ... 

j-  .  >^0.   5.  S        "■-■      y  ■■       .  •   ■  "  '    ■ 

I  The  great  pressure  of  business  alone  has  delayed  the 

;'  -  Biigadier-Genera]  coniinaudiug,  in  thanking  the  troops  of  his  brigade  for  their 

'  conduct  preceding,  during  and  subsequent  to  tlie  light  of  the  Sth  inst. 

'  I  ~  The  cheerful  manner  in  v,  lacji  ollicers  and  men  beha\  ed  during  th.e  comfort- 

[  less  night  preceding  th-  fight,  tlio  vvlllitigness  v/itli   which    they  plunged  into 

;  the  swamp  [deemed  inipassable  by  the  enemy.]  and  tlir-.  coolness  and  steadiness 

displayed   b}-   ajl   ^vh^  n   uuilei'  tiro   of   ilic   eneiMy,  i;;i)rits  the  praise  (^f   their 
i  comuKuidinu  oi'I.j'-r.  and  it  l<  v.  itis  tlie  gveate.  c  v,  il.'irigm.'ss  ami  j.deasuro  tlijit  lio 

!  now  gives   it  to    thein,   aiid    iiacerel}"  congrai  uiates   himself   that  lie   lias  the 

'    <  connnaud  cd"  such  a  brigisde. 

i  -  '  Tlie   manner  in   wldcli,   \virbout  coni'usioii,   the  Massachusetts  T'.venty-hfrli 

witlidrev,-    from    the    front,  vvlion    tlieir   ammuuilii.'U    was   exluuisted,   and   die 
manner  in  ^v}n'ch  the  Teuih  Coinu.'cticnt  furmeil  line  of  batile  under  lire  of  the 
enemy,  particularly  deser^  cs  m-iit;i>!i.    Geuornl  boster  has  to  mourn  in  common 
.  with  the  brigatie,  and  niv-.e  ]i:ii"iru]:'ri}  -.viih  rh"  Tennh  Connecticut  Volunteers, 

the  loss  of  (.^d'.)uel  Charhjs  L.  Bu~:sel],  Avb.o  fell  dead  at  the  head  ol"  ]u">  re.iiiment, 
gallantly  doing  Ids  duty,  -and  als<»  lentlers  liis  synjpathy  to  tiie  brigade  for  t)ie 
h)ss  of  orlicers  and  men  it  lias  siistaiued, 

J>y  onler  of 
j  Bri;:a:Iier-General  J.  G.  Fostkr. 

I  SoUTl!.\ni)   IIorK:\fAV,  Assi^fant  A<I/nla)'l-Gtii,:ra/. 


■f.-ti;^ll/f^'^rmw«mm«^ 
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Headquarters  Tweiity-tifth  Ilegimeiit  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
Camp  Foster,  Roauoke  island,  February  lOtli,  18G2. 
General  Orders,  ? 
No.  I.  ] 

The  gallant  conduct  of  this  regiment  throughout  tlie 
entire  engagement  of  the  8th  inst.  elicits  from  the  colonel  commanding  the 
higliest  praise. 

It  was  such  as  the  Heart  of  the  old  Bar  Stjite  had  the  right  to  expect  of  lier 
Sons,  and  he  tru.^cs  that  on  all  future  occasions,  their  -well  earned  reputation 
may  be  fully  sustained. 

By  command  of 

,    Colonel  Edwix  Uriox. 
E.  A.  HAEK^-Ess,  Adjutant. 


Tlie  day  after  the  battle,  the  writer  visited  the  ho:-'pital  of 
the  First  Brigade,  near  Camp  Foster,  where  the  wounded 
were  made  as  comfortable  as  circumstances  permitted.  The 
hospitnl  was  in  charge  of  Dr.  SamuelA.  Green,  of  Boston, 
Surgco]!  of  the  Twenty-fourth  ^Jassaciiusetts.  AYe  have 
alreadj  spoken  of  lilm  as  a  surgeon  of  great  skill  in  his 
profession.  His  treatment  of  the  soldiers  was  always  tender — 
he  seemed  to  fed  for  them  as  if  he  bore  their  ghastly  \vounds 
in  his  o\rn  body.     Wm  lie  art  was  in  the  work. 

From  the  writer's  diary,  written  at  tlie  time,  we  give  some 
extracts  concerning  hospital  scenes:  — 


''A.  true  patriot  endures  paiu  without  a  uiurmur,  Ijecause  he 
believes  the  cause  is  just,  and  he  feels  it  a  pn'n'Icr/e  to  be  a 
martyr  in  so  holy  a  crusade.  Old  John  Ivogerii  died  at  tlie  stake, 
but  he  died  rejoicing  and  praising  God,  whom  he  served.  Who  ^\ill 
s^iy  that  John  Rogers  si/jfered  death?  He  counted  it  joy  rather 
than  suilbiing.  ]M;tny  of  our  wounded  soldiers  feel  the  same  way. 
-I  saw  a  p:itriot  soldier  dying  fiom  a  wound  in  the  breast.  [Sergeant 
^fathews,  Tweiity-tirst  Massachusetts,  from  Worcester  County,]  He 
was  a  young  man  of  prepossessing  appearance,  and  of  n^.ore  than 
ordinaiy  inteiiigence.  As  llie  death  damp  stood  on  his  hrow,  T  took 
a  place  by  his  little  camp  bed,  and.  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
expressed  my  sympathetic  thoughts  —  spoke  of  his  duty  performed, 
and  of  the  crown  that  was  waiting  for  his  coming.      lie   looked  up 
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into  my  face  with  a  sweetly  pleasant  expression,  saying:  'I  am 
conscious  1  must  die,  and  feel  happy  that  I  can  die  in  so  nohle  a 
cause ! '  In  the  same  hospital,  I  saw  a  fine  looking  man,  witli  both 
legs    ampntated.        [John     Lawrence,    of    the    ISintli     New    Jersey 

Volunteers.]      He  was  doing  well,  and  looked  happy,  but  the  sight  J 

of  a  mnii  witli  both  legs  gone,  started  the  tears.     If  I  had  seen  him  J 

shot    dead,   it   would    not    have   moved    me  —  but    this   almost    total  | 

helplessness  was  too  much.     As  I  looked  at  him,  the  soldier  address-  ^T 

in<x  me,  said  — •  vou  are  feelinij  bad  ;  what  do  you  feel  bad  about  ?  '  ,ii 

I  expressed  my  sympathy,  but  he  cat  me  short,  by  saying,  almost  | 

with  a  laugh  :  "why,  I'm  all  right  —  feel  first  rate,  and  only  wish  I  I 

had  two  more  le^s  to  irive  mv  country.'  "                             '  % 

I 

Lawrence  survived,  aiKl  was  provided  for  by  the  people  of  j 

the  town  where  he  lived.     We  wish  it  w^as  proper  to  state  how  | 

nobly  Dr.  Green  assisted  him,  when  at  one  time  since  the  Avar,  -I 

he  found  him  needy — how  nobly  the  good  doctor  and  some  of  f 

his  friends  T>laced  him  bevond  want.     But  that  is  one  of  the  ^| 

I 

unwritten  good  deeds  of  Dr.  Green.  | 


COMMITTEE      FROM      FITCHBURG       ON      THE      ISLAND. 


The  citizens  of  Fitcliburg,  always  alive  to  eveiy  means  that  i 

could  I'O  luadc  available  for  the  relief  of  soldiers  Ayomided,  or  i 

1 

in  the  hands  of   the   enemy,  nobly  responded  to  ail  calls  fur  a 

inoney  and  provisions,  and,  in  December,  18(31,  tlie  citizens,  in  | 

town  meeting  assembled,  appropriated  one  thousand  dollars  for  | 

soldiers  of  that  town  in  the  army,  to  be  used  as  a  committee  1 

then  appointed  might  deem  expedient.     After  all  great  battles,  I 

committees  were  sent  to  the  front  Avitli  su{)plies,  and  to  care  for  | 

and   take  home   tlie  wounded.     After  tlic   battle  of   Roanoke  | 

island,  ^fessrs.  ilale  W.  Page  and  L.  IL  Bradlbrd  proceeded  | 

to  Roanoke  to  look  after  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  Twenty-  | 

iirst  and  TAventy-lifth  regiments.     lh\  Hitchcock  of  Fitchluirg  | 

also  visited  th.e  island,  under  the  auspices  of  Governor  Andrew,  | 

and  was  warmly  greeted  by  all  ITassachusetts  soldiers.  | 


fw 
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Upon  the  roturii  of  Messrs.  Bradford  and  Page,  they  made 
a  report  to  the  selectmen  of  Fitchbiirg  and  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Committee,  in  which  is  given  a  full  account  of  their  journey. 
They  also  say:  — 

"  We  arrived  at  Roanoke  island  March  2iid,  being  the  fifteenth 
day  of  our  journey,  and,  after  a  weary  walk  up  the  beach  three 
miles  in  a  dripping  rain,  we  reached  Colonel  Upton's  headquarters. 
Like  a  true  soldier  as  he  is,  he  at  once  \^elcoraed  us  to  Camp  Foster 
and  to  his  hospitalities.  We  here  met  the  other  staff  officers  of  the 
Twejity-iifth  Regiment  JMassachusetts  Volunteers,  who  gave  us  a 
hearty  welcome.  Colonel  Upton  and  Quartermaster  Brown,  when 
informed  of  the  object  of  our  visit,  thanked  us  with  tears  of  gratitude 
again  and  again,  assuring  us  how  highly  they  esteemed  the  kindness 
and  sympathy  of  friends  at  home,  in  sending  us  down  after  their  sick 
and  wounded,  and  said  if  we  had  brouglit  thousands  of  dollars  from 
our  citizens,  it  would  not  have  begun  to  do  them  as  much  good  —  it 
plainly  showed  they  were  cared  for  ^\]lile  breasting  the  possibilities 
of  war. 

"After  spending  nearly  four  days  on  the  isltuid,  renewing  old  friend- 
ships and  forming  new,  visiting  the  sick  and  wounded,  seeing  and  taking 
by  tlm  hand  all  of  our  townsmen,  and  looking  out  the  graves  of  the 
dead,  we  began  to  make  preparations  to  return  home,  and  suggested 
that  package's  or  letters  enirusted  to  our  care  would  be  safely  delivered. 
At  our  eml'arkation  we  liad  npv.'ards  of  forty  boxes  of  trophies,  nearly 
tlie  whole  for  2dassachusetts,  and  a  lari-e  number  of  letters." 


Tliese  gentlemen  went  home  via  Baltimore,  and,  after  finding 
a  pilot  to  take  their  steamer  through  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  canal,  left  for  Phihidelphia,  landing  at  tlie  depot  ot 
th.e  Camden  and  Amljoy  Railroad  Company.  Suitable  cars 
were  provided  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  fifteen  of  whom  were 
obliged  to  be  carried  from  the  steamer  on  litters.  In  New- 
York,  after  a  breakfast  furnished  by  Colonel  Frank  E.  Howe, 
they  left  for  the  depot  of  the  Xew  York  and  New  Haven 
Railruad  Company,  but  the  men,  "sick  and  wounded  as  they 
were,  were  refused  admiLtance,  until  Colonel  Howe  gave  his 
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personal  security  for  our  transportation."  At  Springfield, 
Mayor  Bemis  furnislicd  a  bountiful  supply  of.  refreslunents  in 
the  cars,  and,  reaching  Worcester  just  before  midnight,  they 
were  met  at  the  depot  by  lion.  F.  Emory  Aldrich,  the  Mayor, 
and  taken  to  the  Bay  State  House,  where  every  want  was 
supplied  by  the  city.  At  noon  of  March  12th,  tlie  sick  and 
wounded  Fitchlmrg  soldiers  breathed  again  the  pure  air  of 
their  own  loved  town. 

AN    INCIDENT 

which  was  connected  with  the  battle  of  Eoanokc  island  has 
a  pcj-sonal  value  and  a  lesson  of  charity  worlli  rumerabering. 
After  the  engagement  upon  the  island,  a  diary  book  was  picked 
up  and  lianded  to  Lieutenant  Drennan.  The  diary  proved  to 
be  that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burgwyn  of*  the  Confederate 
army,  containing  a  full  personal  record  from  the  time  he 
entered  the  service  to  th.e  day  of  the  battle  ;  also,  tlie  number 
of  troo})S  on  the  island,  what  had  been  done  to  strengthen  the 
defences,  closing  one  record  just  previous  to  February  Sth,  by 
an  expression  of  the  ho|-e  that  ''  the  Lord  would  give  them  (the 
Confederates)  strength  enough  to  drive  ofl'  the  invaders,^'  and 
also  a  statement  that  lie  (Lieuicnnist-Colonel  B.)  was  Tjrobal)ly 
the  youngest  officer  of  tliat  rank  in  the  Coiifederate  or  United 
States  service,  being  then  only  nineteen  years  old.  TbiC  father 
of  this  young  othcer  was  the  Adjatanl-General  of  North 
Caroliiui  (Confederate.)  This  diary  Avas  forv/arded  to  division 
lieadrpjarters,  and  aftej-vrards  returned  to  Drennan,  wluj  re- 
tained it  dui-ing  the  war,  and  also  watched  the  fortunes  and 
misfortunes  of  the  original  owner.  Young  Burgwyn  escaped 
from  Roanoke,  in  a  boat,  was  afterwards  promoted  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  kiihid  at  South  I^Iountain  at  the  head  of  his 
brigade.  Th.e  ti'imk  contairiirig  th.e  {'crsonal  bnggogc  of  tliis 
young  officer  was  ca|«tui-ed  by  Com[)any  A.  After  tlie  war  was 
over,  Diennan  wrote  to  Governor  LlohUm  of  North  Carolina, 
imprn-ing    for    the    family    of    young    ]>urgw}n,    and    received 
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answer,  that  General  B.,  the  father  of  the  younger,  was  in 
Europe,  travelling  in  search  of  his  health,  and  that  the  mother 
and  sister  vrere  living  in  Boston,  during  the  absence  of  the 
elder  Burgwjn.  Drennan  wrote  to  Mrs.  B.,  and  she  an- 
swered, asking  an  interview.  D.  found  the  family  on 
Feniberton  square,  was  received  with  great  courtesy,  the 
uiother  expressing  the  warmest  gratitude  for  the  return  of 
the  diary.  During  the  visit,  Mrs.  B.  cautiously  referred  to 
a  large  oil  painting  of  her  late  son,  which  Drennan  expressed 
a  wish  to  see.  The  mother  rolled  out  the  sofa,  and,  behind  it, 
with  the  face  against  the  wall,  was  a  handsome  painting  of  her 
son  in  full  Confederate  uniform  —  tlie  lady  remarking  that  she 
prized  it  very  highly,  but  dared  not  hang  it  upon  the  wall,  on 
account  of  the  strong  feeling  existing  against  those  who  had 
fouglit  against  th.c  United  States.  Drennan,  who  never  had 
any  partialiiy  for  rebels,  and  iiever  believed  in  any  kid  glove 
policy  in  conducting  the  war,  upon  seeing  the  painting  under 
tho:^e  circumstances,  declared  that  if  those  who  had  been 
i,.  figluing  eacli  other  were  reconciled  and    could    respect  each 

I  _  the  other's  bravery,  others   should   not   carry  their  animosity 

I  beyond   Appomatox,  and    requested    permission    to    liang   the 

f  picture  face  out,  upon  the  wall,  which  was  granted,  and  the 

;  self-inq.)osod  duty  galhintl}-  perforiaed  :  by  tliat  act,  was  taught 

;  the  h-Fson,  tliat  a  dood    enemy  is  no  longer    a    foe,  a)id    that 

\  tlio-e  v,d).o  honorably  wore  the  Idue   liarbored    no  resentment 

I  a-ainsi  a  brave  man  who  wore  the  giay. 

%  NAVAL       OPERATIONS. 

I  Late    in    the  aftei-noon   of   Felniiary    Sth,   the    Confederate 

I  fiotiHa  iJed   up  Albemarle   sound,  and  on   the  next   day  was 

I  foUuwed  by  tburteen  vessels  of  our  fleet,  umier  connnand  of 

I  Captuin    Rowan,  who    found    the    enemy   [Feljruaiy  10th]    at 

I  i'-i;,iabeth    City,   on    the    Pasquotank    river,   and   where,    after 

I  a  severe  engagement,  lasting   forty  minutes,  the  Confederates 

I  '^nN)!uid«Hi    their   vessels   and   set    them   on   hre.       C)ne   of    tlic 
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Confederate  vessels  [the  i>7//.9]  was  saved,  and  the  town 
also,  by  prompt  eiTort,  was  saved  from  destruction  l)V  .fire, 
the  enemy  having  applied  the  incendiary  torch  at  a  number 
of  points. 

Edeuton  was  visited,  [February  12th]  and  its  capture  was 
easy.  On  the  li^'th  tlie  fleet  went  on  a  reconnoissance  up 
the  Chowan  river  as  far  as  Winton,  and  also  visited  Plymouth, 
on  the  Roanoke  river.  The  Cuinmodore  Fcrrij  was  lircd  upon 
with  musketry  at  Plymouth,  and  the  town  was  shelled,  resulting 
in  some  damage  to  the  buildings. 

»      -y   ■  "        '         JOINT    I'KOCLAMATIOX. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  Burnside  and  Goldsborongh  issued 
:   ..  a  joint   proclamation  designed   for  the  people  of  North  Caro- 

..,:        lina,  few  of  wliom,  prol)ably,  ev^'r  savr  it.     Tlie   document  was 
only  significant  as   showing  tliat  the   government  had  not  then 
reached  tliaL  moral   position   in  the   conduct  of  the  war  which 
I  ■    :    -•  was  ultimately  arrived  at: —       -^  ^  •:/-_■'- 

'' A\'e  invite  you  to  return  to  your  allegiance,  tuid  not  compel  us  to 
resort  further  to  the  force  under  our  coutroi.  The  goveruiueut  asks 
only  that  its  authority  may  be  recognized;  and,  \\q  repeat,  iu  no 
nuiuiier  or  way  d^'cs  it  dLsire  to  interloi'e  ^vit]l  your  laws,  constitu- 
tionally established,  yoio-  iiivtitutlons  of  any  kind  v.liatever,  your 
property  of  any  sort,  or  }our  usages  iu  any  ]-es[)ect." 

Governor  Clark  of  North  Carolina  issued  a  counter-procla- 
mation, calling  upon  the   meri  of  2\orth    Carolina   to   enlist,  to 
'oi>puse  the  invaders  '-  from  the  mountains  to  tlio  sea." 

DRUDGEPvY. 

On  the  11  th  of  Febrtiary,  the   Confederate  officers  captured 

on  the    Sth,  were  jiaroled.   and   sent  off  on   the  steamer  S.  it. 

I  S/>(i»hUnr/.      The  Tweuty-litih   ^lassachusetts  was   ordered  to 

i       •  e-^cort   tiiem   a  mile   and  a   half  to  tlie  rdace  of  embarkation. 


^ur  soldiers  were  com|>elled  to  carry  the  luggage  of  tlie  rebel 
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officer?  on  their  backs.  On  each  side  of  the  road-way  the 
regiment  oiarched  in  single  file,  ''toting"  trunks,  blankets, 
mattresses  and  bundh^s  of  all  kinds,  while  between  the  two 
files  marched  the  Confederate  officers.  We  never  knew  who 
gave  the  order  by  which  our  soldiers  were  degraded.  We 
doubt  if  anybody  intended  any  such  degradation.  We  have 
ahvays  iniagiiied  it  was  somebody's  serious  mistake.  That 
none  of  our  soldiers  refused  to  obey  orders,  is  an  evidence  of 
the  perfect  disciplirio  wlilch  distinguished  the  Twenty-fifth  Mas- 
sachusetts and  other  battalions  of  Buruside's  expedition. 

.      '  OTHEll   PRISONEEiS    SENT    AWAY. 

On  the  ISth  of  February,  the  remaining  prisoners,  twenty- 
six  hundred  in  number,  were  sent  to  Elizabeth  City,  one  lot  on 
board  tlie  steamer  Xcw  York.  Company  A,  Captain  Pickett, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  being  detailed  as  guard, 
Bef3re  the  prisoners  left,  Lieutenant  Flagler  fired  a  few  guns 
from  the  forts,  tliat  the  enemy  might  be  informed  how  well 
their  '-spiking''  had  answered  its  purpose. 

Two  days  before  these  prisoners  went  to  Elizabeth  City, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Francis  A.  Osborn,  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Massachusetts,  went  to  that  town  and  there  met  ]\[ajor  Allston, 
representing  General  Huger,  whereupon  a  basis  of  exchange 
was  agreed  upon.  .i:u/-  *^v  .■  ■..i*''  ■ ;  :.:'  ■   --'     • 

When  the  twenty-six  hundred  Confederate  prisoners  reached 
their  de;-tination,  a  regiment  of  Georgia  troops  was  found  in 
|>os:-ossioQ  ot"  the  town,  and  these  Georgia  soldiers  were 
intensely  indigimnt  that  their  Nurib.  Carolina  comrades  were 
^0  Si)on  returned.  They  seemed  to  tliink  that  the  ])risoners  had 
in  soiiic  way  failed  of  discharging  tlieir  duty  in  the  defence 
of  Roanolve  island.  The  Georgia  troops  became  the  judges  of 
the  unfortunate  North  Carolinians.  But  reclly,  the  North 
Carolina  soldiers  were  hot  at  fiiult  this  time  ;  the  trouble  was 
beyond  them  —  beyond  Nagg's  heed,  even,  for  it  resb^d  upon 
iurh!MOi)d  — Richmond,  that  put  three  thousand   men   upon  an 
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island,  without  means  of  escape.  These  Georgians,  however, 
were  decided  in  the  matter,  and  their  feelings  were  so  strong 
that  they  refused  to  give  the  returned  prisoners  anything  to 
eat,  and  rations  were  actually  furnished  them  from  the  United 
States  vessels. 

After  these  prisoners  were   sent  avfay,  the  })attalions  upon  | 

the  island  commenced   drilling,  entering  zealously  upon   camp  1 

duties.  I 

Tlie  daily  duty  of  tiie  Twenty-fifth  Massacliusetts  in   Camp  | 

Foster,  was, —  '] 

i 
Company  drill,  9.80    o'clock,    a.m.-  ;| 

Dinner,  12  "  m.  I 

Battalion  drill,  1  to  4       ''        p.m.  | 

Dress  parade,    4.30  "         p.j\r.  'j 

''WE    CLAIM    THE    PIIOTECTIOX   OF   THAT   FLAG  !  "  \ 

■S 

.  A  few  davs  after  the  battle,  a  boat  from  the  main  was  seen  d 

*'  '^ 

approaching  the  island.      Upon  landing,  the  occupants  were  J 

conducted    to  brigade  headojuarters,  Colonel  U})ton   being  in  '^ 

temporary   command,  in   absence   of  General  Foster.     As  the  '\ 

visitors    approached,    the    comnuuiding    officer   stood    directly  J 

imder  tlie  tlag  as  it  vraved  in  the  breeze  from  its  staft\     Th.e  1 

men  were  eight  in  innnber,  ])resenting  a  substantial  appearance,  ■} 

indicating  that  tliey  were,  intellectually  and  socially,  iar  above 
the  usual  average  of  tlie  citizens  of  North  Carolina  whom  we 
had  previously  met.  Tlie  men  were  presented  to  the  com- 
mandant: "What  do  tliey  want  ?  "  inquired  Upton.  At  that 
moment  one  of  them  uncovered  his  gray  liead,  and  stepping 
forward,  raised  his  eyes  and  his  hiand  tov/ards  tiio  national 
colors,  exclaimed  with,  a  sulemn  voice — ''Sir,  we  come  to  you 
as  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  and,  in  the  name  of  God,  in  the 
nam.'  of  the  Constitution  to  which  we  are  loyal,  we  claim  the 
protertion  of  that  fliKj !'^  "You  shall  have  it!"  responded 
the  cunuiianding  ofucer,  as  he  grasped  the  s|)eaker  by  the  hand, 
wldn^  a  iioarty  jnut'i)  went  up  from  the   lips  of  scores  of  Union 
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officers  and  soldiers  who  witnessed  the  thrillino;  scene.  Ah ! 
we  thought,  standing  there  as  others  did  with  eyes  suffused 
v.-ith  tears,  there  is  deep  meaning  in  those  words.  Those  men, 
representing  thousands  like  them  in  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Louisiana  and  otlier  States,  claim  the  r»rotection  of  our  flao; 
with  all  that  it  symbolizes.  They  had  a  right  to  claim  the 
protection  of  tliat  flag,  and  the  loyal  soldiers  representing  the 
government,  were  in  duty  bound  to  extend  it. 

Under  that  February  sun,  in  the  name  of  the  patriot  fathers 
who  established  oiir  National  Union  —  in  the  name  of  Wash- 
ington and  his  compatriots,  by  the  blood  that  had  flowed  in 
defence  of  that  nationality  —  by  the  sacred  blood  of  our  com- 
rades who  had  just  fallen  by  our  side,  there  was  an  echo  in 
Qx(ivj  heart  of  that  solemn  promise  then  and  tliere  made  to 
those  loyal  North.  Carolinians — ''You  shall  have  the  protec- 
tion of  that  flag  I''  Upon  those  simple  words  of  request  and 
answer  hinged  the  righteousness  of  our  cause.  The  Union 
army  was  marcliing  to  give  loyal  citizens  protection,  and  there 
among  the  pines  and  swamps  of  North  Carolina,  the  little  army 
of  Burnside  Avas  doing  its  best  to  protect  the  loyal  and  punish 
traitors. 


AVE   LV.AVE    ROANOKE. 

On  the  rL'Oniitig  of  Mai'ch  Gth,  the  Twenty-hfth  Massaclui- 
setts  formed  bartalion  line  Vipon  Ixoanoke  island  for  tlie  last 
time.  Marcliing  to  the  lower  landing,  the  regiment  embarked 
again  upon  transports,  eight  companies  taking  the  old  quarters 
upon  the  steamer  Xew  YorJc^  while  Companies  J  and  K  went 
aboai'd  the  si-hooner  Skirmis/Ler. 

Tiie  next  day,  as  the  troops  lay  at  anchor  in  Croatan  sound, 
a  little  schooner  sailed  in  and  anchored  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  liaving  on  b'Oard  a  motley  ermvd  of  contiaJjands,  l«)okiijg 
ii:ippy  and  contented.  It  seems  they  were  thieves.  Their 
(•■nVnco  might  be  considered  ''  grand  larceny,''  at  all  events  it 
w;is  *♦  compound  larceny,"   for  thuy  liud  lirst  stolen  tliemselves, 
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and  then  the  schooner  Avitli  whicli  to  escape  to  some  locality 
where  the  Union  flag  and  freedom  were  respected.  The 
negroes,  twenty-four  in  number,  were  poorly  clad,  having 
scarcely  sufilcient  clothing  to  make  themselves  presentable  to 
the  public.  Neither  had  they  food,  —  but  they  were  happy, 
because  they  breathed  the  air  of  liberty  I 

These  colored  people,  with  minds  blunted  and  dwarfed  by 
the  odious  system  under  <which  they  had  lived,  were  not 
without  perspicacity  ;  tliey  understood  what  the  war  meant, 
and  they  knew  where  to  ilnd  friends  and  fi-eedom. 

While  at  Roanoke  and  upon  Croatan  sound,  the  troops  fared 
sumptuously  upon  the  fresh  sh.ad  abounding  in  the  waters  of 
the  vicinity.  A  dollar  ])urcliased  as  many  as  were  required  to 
feed  a  company. 

On  tlie  11th  of  March,  the  fleet  of  transports  and  gunboats 
once  n.iore  rendezvoused  off  Hatteras  inlet,  preparatory  to  a 
second  mo\ement,  this  time  upon  New  Berne. 

The  schooner  Skirmisher,  Captain  Richmond,  a  Rhode 
Island  -'•  skipper,*'  being  in  command,  started  in  tow  of  the 
Neiv  York,  b-ut  after  getting  outside  the  marshes  in  Pandico 
sound,  the  steamer  grounded.  The  wind  being  favoral)le,  the 
Shirmi^lier  took  in  the  hav.ser,  and  setting  sails,  proceeded 
alone  on  the  vovu're. 
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CHAPTER     V. 

BATTLE    OF   NEW    BEHNE THE  DEFENCE LIFE   IN   NEW  BERNE 

"THE     PROGBESS"      NEWSPAPER  —  EDWARD     STANLY — FORT 
MACON  —  CAMDEN  —  LITTLE   WASHINGTON. 


N  the  12th  of  ^larch  the  fleet  iiioyed  up  the  sound  froni 
Hatteras    inlet   in   the   same  order  it  had  approached 
^^\Q)   Roanoke  island. 

At  four  o'clock,  p.m.,  ihe  fleet  entered  Neuse  river,  which  is 
nearly  three  miles  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  at  no  point  between 
the  sound  and  New  Berne,  is  it  less  than  a  mile  in  width. 

As  we  approached  the   mouth  of  tlie   river,  fires  were   dis- 
covered along  tlie   banks.     These  were  signal  fires  by  which 
I  our  approach  was  telegraphed  as  early  as  five  o'clock,  p.m.,  to 

tlie  expectant  army  we  were  to  meet,  and  to  the  people  of  New 
Berne. 

At  eight  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  lieei  came  to  anclior  in  a  wide 

bny,    opposite    Slocum's    creek,    some    seventeen   miles   belov7 

I  New    Berne.     Liglits   were    seen  up  the  river,  and    attempts 

were  made    to    conceal    our  presence    and   strength   from  the 

enemy.     But  both  were  known  in  New  Berne  that  night. 

In  that  city  ur,on  the  Neuse,  f^imcd  for  its  pleasaiit  society 
and  its  many  joyous  occasions,  tliere  was  a  fearful  hurrying  to 
and  fro  as  the  vrord  went  forth  fi'om  mouth  to  mouth,  —  *'The 
Yankees  are  on  the  river  !^'  Belgium's  capital  was  no  more 
excited  when  the  announcement  was  made  at  its  social  gath- 
erings, that  Napoleon  with  his  army  was  within  ten  iniles  of  its 
gates. 
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General  L.  O'B.  Branch,  in  command  of  the  defences  of  New^ 
Berue,  had  his  headquarters  in  the  city,  and  there  was  the 
centre  of  excitement  during  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  until 
after  the  battle. 

Branch  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  in  1862  was 
forty-two  years  of  age.  lie  wa?f  a  lawyer,  and  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  N.J.  He  was  a  democratic  member  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  and  'Jliirty-fifth  Congress,  holding  his  seat  until 
the  secession  movement  became  organized,  when  be  vacated 
and  commenced  raising  troops  for  the  Confederate  service. 
In  November,  1861,  the  Confederate  Congress  confirmed  his 
appointment  as  a  brigadier,  and  lie  was  detailed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  soutlicrn  coast  of  North  Carolina,  which  pitted 
him  against  Burnside,  and  as  we  shall  see,  insured  his  defeat  in 
his  fii'st  battle. 

I  DEt'ENCES    OF   NEW   BEKNE. 

V 

i  The  enemy  had  two  lines  of  defence.     The  first,  a  strong 

earth-work  near  Slocum's  creek,  commanding  the  railroad  and 
turnpike.  This  position  had  not  been  made  very  strong,  and 
the  works  Y>-ere  evidently  not  completed,  and  were  evacuated. 
The  second  line  of  defence  was  about  ten  miles  from  Slocunrs 
creek,  beinii  a  line  of  inli-enohmouLS  cxleiidini;  from  the  river 
■  to  the  railroad   for  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile,  supported   by 

'  :  another  line  on   the  inland    tlank  of  rifle    pits    and    detached 

intrencbmcnts  in  the  form  of  cursxites  and  redans  constructed 
upon  knolls  with  ravines  between,  terminating  on  t'iie  Confed- 
erate right  in  a  two-gun  j-edoubt,  and  beyond,  a  swift,  deep 
brook  bordering  a  swam[). 

On  the  river  covering  their  left,  was  Fort  Thompson,  a  hex- 
agonal  work,  having   a  bomb-proof  and   armed  with   thirteen 
heavy  guns.     This   fort  v/as  both   a  land   and  water  battery, 
i  ten   guns   bearing  upon   the   river,   wliich,  by  pivot  carriages, 

:  could  b3  turned  against  a  land  force,  and  three  guns  enillading 

;  the  held  in  front  of  the  inlrenchments,  and  which  might  sweep 
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the  line  of  breastworks  in  case  the  enemy  were  driven  out. 
Above  Fort  Thompson  was  a  strong  river  batter}-  of  eight 
guns  ;  above  that,  a  bomb-proof  fort  not  completed,  and  having 
no  armament ;  and  above  this,  another  river  battery  of  four 
guns.  Upon  the  river  front  of  Fort  Thompson  was  a  block- 
ade of  sunken  vessels  and  piles,  very  formidable  ;  beyond 
which  innumerable  torpedoes  had  been  sunk  for  tlie  purpose  of 
blowing  np  any  vessel  that  passed  up  the  river  vrithout  the 
opal  sesajne.  The  entire  line  of  intrenchments  were  thor- 
oughly made,  protected  by  a  wide,  deep  moat  filled  with 
water.  In  front  of  their  left  intrenchments,  where  tlie  First 
[Foster's]  I'u'jgade  contended,  was  an  abatis  of  felled  trees 
and  brushwood  and  a  battery  of  two  guns,  happily  not 
mounted.  The  enemy's  right  appeared  to  be  pei'fectly  im- 
pregnable, and  this  position  was  to  be  assailed  by  the  brigades 
of  Heno  and  Parke.  The  right  of  their  line  was  upon  ground 
elevated  considerably  above  the  position  occupied  by  the  at- 
tacking troops.  A  small  stream  of  water,  a  little  creek  or 
run,  meandered  in  front  of  the  intrenchments,  and  an  abatis, 
seemingly  impassable,  covered  all  the  position.  Huge  trees 
with  branches  on,  were  felled  and  piled  so  thickly,  that 
Reno's  ond  Parke's  troops,  apparently,  might  as  easily  scale 
the  walls  of  Troy,  as  make  a  passage  through.  An  army  be- 
liiiid  these  fortifications,  shielded  from  tlie  shot  and  shell  of 
an  attacking  party,  should  make  a  long,  if  not  a  successful 
dcfei^ce. 

As  we  have  said,  r>ranch  was  in  command  of  the  Con- 
federate army.  His  force  consisted  of  eight  regiments  of 
infantry,  five  hundred  cavalry  and  artillery  for  river  and  land 
defence  of  forty-three  guns.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  with  this 
extraordinarily  strong  position,  with  a  body  of  troops  fully 
equal  to  the  number  of  Burnside's  division,  and  with  artillery 
•  luitc  in  proporiion  to  the  line  of  defence  and  the  number  of 
defenders  ;  is  it  any  wonder  that  Branch  was  ha[)py,  and  that 
New    Berne   was   happy,  and   that   th.e   sound   of  revelry  went 
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gaily  on    as    the   Yankees    took    position    opposite    Slocum's  | 

creek  ?     There  was  no  question  in  New  Berne  as  to  the  result.  | 

"The  Yankees  can  never  take  our  position"  —  '-If  they  at-  i 

tempt  to  pass  the  blockade  they  will   be   blown  up"  —  "Our  | 

works  are  impregnable."     And  then,  you   know,  one  Confod-  I 

erate  was  equal  to   four  Yankees  ;  therefore,  figuring  by  that  I 

rule,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  New  Berne  people  were  happy  as  | 

our  fleet  lay  at  Slocum's  creek.  I 

New  Berne  had  a  newspaper.     It  was  called   "  The  Pro-  | 

gress."     Its  editor  had  taught  the  people  that  tlie  defences  | 

were  complete  and  impregnable.     On  the  morning  of  the  13th  | 

its  last  issue  appeared   under  the  Confederate  regime,.    A  sig-  | 

nificant  article  was  the  i'oUowing,  and   all  the  editor  chose  to  | 

say  about  the  Yankees  at  Slocum's  creek: —              ^  J 


•    ^*  The  sii2;na]s  on  the  Ne use  river,  below  our   batteries,  ijave   news  t 

of  the  approacli  of  the  enemy  yesterday  afternoon  about  five  o'clock.  S 

A  boat  was  inmiediately  dispatched  down  the  river,  and  on  its  return  I 

we  were  placed  in  positive  itiformation  of  the  presence  of  ten  steam-  "k 

ers  and  one   large  transport  schooner  in  the  river,  only  about  twelve  | 

miles    below    New   Berne    and    within    a    few    miles    of    the    lower  | 

batteries.     Everything  was  active   and   preparatioiis  were   busy  here  | 

last    night,  am]    a    battle    is    certainly   expected    to-day,   which    will  i 
probably  decide  tlie  fate  of  New  Berne." 

Those  signal-fires  told  tlie  story  of  the  coming  Yankees,  and 
there  was  wild  joy  among  the  lowly  of  New  Berne  and  the 
surrounding  country.  From  many  a  little  cabin  went  up 
proyers  for  our  success.  And  that  night  the  followers  of 
Jefferson  Davis  drew  fresh  inspirations  of  determination  to  die 
in  the  last  ditch.  Not  a  dream  of  fear  —  not  a  thought  of 
defeat.  The  dance  went  merrily  on  in  the  halls  of  New 
Berne  ;  tlie  saloons  and  hotels  were  filled  with  citizens  and  a 
goodly  mixture  of  ofucers  and  soldiers  from  the  camps  below. 
Upon  every  side  were  heard  exclamations  of  deliance  and 
predictions  of  great  exploits  to  be  performed  when  the  '- mer- 
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ceiiary  Yankees"  should  open  their  guns  upon  the  elite  of  the 
Carolinas,  the  unterrifiecl  .of  Georgia,  and  the  first  family  rep- 
resentatives of  Virginia. 

Branch   had  his  head-quarters  in  New  Berne,  at  a  modest 
little  house  on  Pollock  street,  near  East  Front  street.     From 
this  place  he  commanded  his  troops,  four  miles  below.     He 
.  I  remained  on    Pollock   street   while   his    troops   were    digging 

'  I  trenches,  throvv'ing  up  earth-works,  sinkiijg  ritlc-pits,  ]>reparing 

\  'i  abatis,  and  in  numerous  otlier  ways  getting  ready  to  die  in  the 

,  I  last  ditch. 

Branch   commanded  over  nine  thousand  men,  including  cav- 
'$  airy  and  a  large  amount  of  artillery,  as  we  have  stated.     The 

troops  of  Burnside  attacking  the  defences,  did  not  number  nine 
I  thousand   men,  and   there  was  no    cavalry  and  no  artillery, 

I  except  a  few  boat  howitzers,  which,  under  naval  officers  did 

I  wondeiful  execution. 

And  so,  on  the  beautiful  evening  of  March  12th,  the  nine 
thousand  men  of  Burnside  rested  on  the  transports,  while- the 
liino  thousand  under  Branch  lay  behind  the  intrenchments  or 
made  New  Berne  echo  with  the  song  of  anticipated  victory. 

On  the  morning  of  March  13th,  the  gunboats  shelled  the 
woods  up  and  down  the  river  bank,  and  under  this  fire  the 
army  landed  at  Slocam's  crock.  There  was  great  rivalry  to 
be  tiie  first  on  shore,  and  many  of  the  soldiers  jumped  into  the 
water  Vv-hero  it  was  from  three  to  four  feet  deep  and  waded  to 
tlie  land.  A  ])art  of  Comrianies  A,  C,  D  and  K,  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts,  landed  in  the  first  boats. 

It  rained.  Burnside's  troops  usually  moved  in  the  raiii.  It 
was  a  water  division.  The  army  entered  Plattcras  inlet  in  a 
tremendous  rain  storm,  the  landing  at  Eoanoke  was  in  the 
rain,  and  now,  at  Slocum's  creek,  the  rain  came  down  in 
torrents.  Forming  line  near  the  creek,  the  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts  commenced  the  march  towards  New  Berne,  a 
portion  of  Reno's  brigade  leading  the  column.  Moving  on 
some    three    miles,   some    deserted    barracks    were    reached. 

13 
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Another  marcli  brought  the  troops  to  the  main  road  and  the 
first  line  of  defences,  which  was  also  found  deserted  by  the 
enemy.  After  the  lapse  of  vears  it  is  hard  to  discover  by 
what  rule  of  policy  or  strategy  the  Confederate  commander 
determined  to  make  no  defence  at  tlutt  point.  It  was  tlie 
blunder  of  Roanoke  repeated.  The  evacuation  of  those  earth- 
works inspired  our  soldiers  with  new  entlmsiasm.  The  troops 
argued  that  if  tlie  enemy  gave  \\\)  sucli  works  as  they  saw 
before  them  without  an  effort  at  defence,  they  would  not  hold 
out  long  behind  other  works  when  the  dogs  of  war  sliould  be 
let  loose  upon  them. 

The  march  forward  was  slow  and  tedious.  It  was  mud 
bclovv^  us  and  rain  above.  Soon  after  dusk  the  First  Brigade 
turned  into  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  there 
bivouaced  for  the  night,  within  ranae  of  tlie  enenufs  guns. 
The  march  had  been   severe,  not  because  of  tlie  distance,  but  | 

on  account  of  the  frequent  halts,  tiie  unceasing  rains,  and  the  | 

viscid  condition  of  the  mud.    Upon  this  march  the  soldiers  liad  | 

enough  of  Napoleon's  fifth  element.     Some  of  the  boat  liow-  | 

itzers  became  stuck  and  could  not  be  moved.     Corporal  ^Viison  | 

of   Company   G,  was  detailed  with  a   squad  of  soldiers,  one  | 

contraband,  and   a  pair  of  dimin^lti^'e   North   Carolina   oxen,  | 

to  go  back  and  render  aid  to  the   naval   officers.     He  gave  -1 

efficient  aid  to  Captain  Berdictt  of  tlie  Cossack  in   drawing  Iris  | 

howitzer   out  of   the   mud.      As  tlie    corporal   came  into  the  | 

bivouac,  verv  late,  bearing"  a  full  o-rown  chicken  with  whicli  ii)  % 

appease  the  appetite,  he  was  not  interrogated  as  to  the  length  | 

of  time   required  to  draw  a  liowitzer  from  a  mrid-hole.     That  '| 

chicken  was  prol3ably  the   pioneer  to  suffer  mariyruum  from  | 

Yankee  hands  in  the  vicinitv  of  New  Berne.     It  was  not  the  I 

last  chicken  that  died  for  tlie  Union  cause  I  t 

Puring  the  evening,  by  direction  of  General  Foster,  Lieu-  | 

tenant-Colonel    S])rague  went   upon  a  reconnoissnnce  towards  | 

the  river,  accompanied  by  Captain  O'Neill,  Adjutant  Harkness,  ,| 

and  ten  men.  1 

I 
I 
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That  night  the  soldiers  lay  upon  their  arms  on  the  cold,  wet 
ground,  the  rain  falling  incessantly — the  soldiers  lay  there 
thinking  of  home  and  distant  friends,  while  the  rain  made  music 
in  the  tree-tops  —  the  ^Yeary  soldiers  bivouaced  there  under 
the  guns  of  tlie  enemy  awaiting  the  opening  gun  of  battle ! 

BATTLE    OF   NEW   BERNE. 

On  Friday  morning  March  14th,  [1SG2]  the  army  was  upon 
its  feet,  and  about  seven  o'clock  the  battalions  fo^aied  into  line. 
Foster's  Brigade  moved  forward,  the  Tvv-enty-flfth  !^^assachu- 
I  setts   on  the   right.      The    Twenty-fifth,   accompanied   by   the 

Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Ste^'cnson,  moved  to  the 
right  of  the  road,  the  balance  of  the  brigade  taking  the  left. 
Reno,  with  the  Second  Brigade,  moved  to  the  left  to  attack  the 
enemy's  right;  while  Parke,  with  the  Third  Brigade,  moved 
forward  on  the  enemy's  centre.  Reaching  the  opening,  the 
intrenchments  of  the  enemy  were  revealed,  as  described.  The 
enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  with 
two  sliots  from  a  six-pound  battery,  followed  by  musketry,  and 
very  soon  by  the  guns  of  Fort  Thompson.  The  First  Brigade 
rapidly  formed  into  line  of  battle  in  the  fringe  of  woods  skirt- 
ing the  field  before  the  intrenclimeuts.  The  Twenty-hftii 
Massachusetls,  under  Colonel  Upton,  formed  upon  the  extren^ic 
riglit,  a  position  directly  in  front  of  Fori;  Thompson,  the 
Twcnty-foui-ih  Massachusetts  having  position  on  its  left.  The 
four  right  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  ^lassachusetts  were 
throvv'u  back  on  an  angle  to  prevent  any  ilank  movement  whicli 
the  enemy  might  design.  The  position  of  the  regiment  was  soon 
found  to  be  untenable,  not  only  because  Fort  Thompson  was  un- 
comfortably near,  but  because  the  gunboats  upon  the  river  were 
so  located  as  to  do  the  battalion  more  damage  than  they  could 
do  the  enemy.  A  change  of  position  was  determined  upon, 
and  Colonel  Upton  moved  the  regiment  in  good  order  across 
the  turnpike,  upon  or  near  which  its  right  rested,  thus  leaving 
the   Twentv-fourth  ]\fassachusetts  on  the   riglit  of  the  brigade. 
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In  tbe  new'  position  the  Tweiitj-lifth  j\[assaclm?ctts  was  formed 
in  column  by  diyision  and  supported  a  battery.  For  the  First 
Brigade,  the  new  order  of  battle  line  from  right  to  left  was  as 
follows :  — 

Massachusetts  Twenty-fourth ,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-seventli, 
Twenty-third,  Fifih  Rliode  Isla.id  and  Fourth  Rliode  Island. 
This  brigade  supported  all  the  artillery  that  had  arrived,  viz.  : 
a  battery  of  eight  boat-liowitzers,  under  the  general  command 
of  Lieutenant  E.  L.  ]\IcCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  the 
guns  being  under  the  special  charge  of  Acting  Master  C.  A. 
Daniels,  of  the  Iletzel,  conimandiug  first  section  ;  E.  P.  Meeker, 
of  Flag  Officer  Pi^owan's  Stafi'.  second  gun  ;  Acting  Master 
J.  13.  Hammond,  of  the  Jletzel^  second  section  ;  E.  C.  Garber- 
don,  second  gun;  Lieutenant  C.  G.  Tillotson,  of  tlic  SoutJifield, 
third  section  ;  Lieutenant  T.  W.  B.  Hughes,  of  the  Ilunchhach^ 
second  gun.  Captains  E.G.  Dayton,  of  the "  schooner  iJ?///i- 
lander,  and  John  W.  Bennett,  of  the  OossacJc,  each  had  a 
rifled  gun  in  action,  v.-hich  they  volunteered  to  take  from  their 
respective  vessels.  These  gufis  vrere  manned  by  nuirines  and 
a  detachment  from  the  L^nion  Coast  Guard. 

To  the  First  Brig-ade  belong-s  the  credit  of  engaoing  the 
fort  and  batteries,  while  the  v^econd  and  Third  Brigades  exe- 
cuted the  brijilai^it  man:":3iivre  of  flanking  the  enemy's  riglit. 
On  the  charge  upon  their  riglit  front,  the  Tv/cnty-first  Massa- 
chusetts succeeded  in  getting  lour  companies  within  their 
intrenchments ;  in  attempting  to  reverse  the  enemy's  guns, 
these  com})anies  were  repulsed,  but  again  rallied,  sup])ortcd  by 
the  Fifty-lirst  New  York  and  other  battalions. 

AYhen  Reno's  Brigade  commenced  the  movement  to  flank  tlic 
enemy's  right,  they  discovered  not  the  mere  obstacles  of  swamp 
and  marsh,  but  also  a  scries  of  redoubts  which  defended  the 
vicinity  of  the  railroad.  Tlie  enemy  had  massed  troops  in 
front  of  tlie  First  Brigade,  and  the  Oanking  movement  on  their 
weakened  right  took  them  by  surprise,  and  peihaps  caused  the 
panic  that  ensued. 
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At  this  time  Iieno  brought  up  Colonel  Ilariitraft  with  the 
Hftv-rirst  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  gallantly  charged 
tlic  works  on  tlie  enemy's  right.  Hearing  the  cheering  on 
our  leftj  tlie  soldiers  of  Foster's  Brigade,  excited  beyond 
control,  impetuously  moved  forward  and  charged  over  the 
enemy's  intrenchments. 

"The  Tu'enty-fifth  IMassacliiisctts  sent  up  a  hideous  yell  and 
sprang  forv/ard  iii  double-quick  time,  leaped  over  the  breastwork, 
and  drove  the  enemy  out,  —  our  State  color  being  the  first  on  the 
work.  I  tliink  there  was  one  United  States  color  on  the  right  before 
ours.  We  found  five  horses  attached  to  one  field  piece  when  we 
eritered,  some  being  shot  and  lying  in  the  mnd,  and  some  headed  one 
v.ay  aiul  sonie  another,  the  piece  having  its  pole  broken.  The  horses 
f  were  probably  just  being  hitched  for  the  purpose  of  retreating,  but 

i  they  wert^  obliged    to  leave  ail."       '[Letter  from    Colonel  Cpton  to 

:  the  '^  FitcJihurg    Scntineir^ 

\  Immediately  in  front  of  the  position  held  by  the  Tweuty-fiftb 

\  Massachusetts,  and  where  the  regiment  charged,  there  were 

I  counted  forty  dead  and  vruonded  horses  attached  to  gnus  and 

^  caissons,  and  all  about,  the  battle-field  was  strewn  with  broken 

I  vvdioels,  artillery  poles  and  damaged  camp  and  garrison.  equi[> 

I  age,  showing  the  damage  inflicted  upon  the  enemy. 

\  Sergean.t  James   O'Neill,  the  regimental  color  bearer,  was 

;'  tlie   first  man  of  the  regiment  to   mount   the   intrencbments; 

'i  Before  this  charge  was  made  the  enemy's  artillery  firing  bad 

\  very  sensibly  decreased,  and,  as  our  soldiers  looked  over  tlie 

I      .  emmny's  parapets  and  wished  them  a  \Qvy  good  morning  at  the 

I  point  of  the  bayonet,  "them   'uns"  in   gray  immediately  de- 

f  I'Mried  to   tlie    rear,  standing  not   upon  any  sort  of  order  in 

1^  J^-oin'Z,  and  returning  no  civil  answer  to  the  civil  incpiiiy  from 

\,  the  boys  in  blue.  - 

fc  As   fast  as   possible  our  forces  pursued  tite   fiying  enemy. 

,,  Their  Mighi  became  a  rout.     They  relieved  themselves  of  all 

sup^M-fiuons  baggage  and  made  quick  time  for  the  bridge  S])an- 

%  niii-  the  Trent  river  at  K^w  Berne.     The  Twentydifth  .Massa- 
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cliu^etts  moved  ibrv.ard  cautiou&ly,  for  Parke's  brigade  was  on 
our  left  and  frout,  and  Ileno  was  expected  roiuid  the  enemy's 
right  flank  and  might  also  overlap  our  front.  The  regimeut 
halted,  and  the  two  Hank  companies,  A  and  H,  Captains 
Pickett  and  Moalton,  were  sent  out  as  skirmishers  into  the 
woods,  to  ascertain  what  was  tliere.  Advancing  a  little,  the 
■skirmishers  discovered  that  some  of  the  enemj  w^ere  in  the 
woods,  and  fire  was  opened  upon  them.  The  regiment  joined 
the  skirmishers,  a  charge  was  ordered  upon  the  suggestion  of 
Poster,  who  had  just  come  up,  and  remarked  quietly  to  Colonel 
Upton,  —  ''They  arc  in  there  Colonel:  that's  just  where  we 
want  to  go!  Move,  right  along  and  clean  them  out!"  Tiie 
regiment  moved  in  and  ca})tured  nearly  two  hnudrcd  prisoners, 
wlio  were  placed  in  charge  of  Company  11,  Captain  Monlton. 
Tlic  Coijfedcrate  Colonel,  captured  at  this  time,  delivered  his 
arius  to  ColoncMJpton.  He  exiiibited  a  bullet  hole  through  his 
cap,  which  just  cleared  his  head,  and  remarked  he  had  rather 
it  had  gone  through  his  head  than  to  have  surrendered.  That, 
however,  is  purely  a  matter  of  taste.  Captain  O'Neill  witli 
Company  E,  took  two  rebel  Hags  in  one  of  tlie  batteries,  u|)on 
which  th.ey  charged  with  their  usual  impetuosity. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Nevv'  Berne,  a  member  of  Captain 
O'NelU's  Company  E,  ^^out  liomc  a  rliymed  letter,  published  ii! 
some  of  the  nevrspajjers  at  the  time,  and  wliicli,  though  unpre- 
tending and  rude  as  poetry,  has  such  a  vein  of  hunior  running 
through  it,  that  ^nc  give  it  a  place  here,  as  an  interesting  relic 
of  tlie  vrar,  vrorth  preservation  :  — 

"Tills  letter  will  tell  y.m,  dear  Kitly, 
That  I  ■sva.s  not  kilt  iji  the  ligiit  — 
My  ;aiui.l  is  uneasj'  by  dreaming- 
■     Of  you  and  the  cliilder^s  all  night. 

I  seo'l  yi.'U  hut  twcTitv-tb/c  dollars, 

J  dreamed  that  you  Avanted  some  tliiiig:s; 
1  can't  ktej'  a  rcat  in  lay  [locket, 

IVcaase  vou  know  Mu>ncv  has  win,^^s. 
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Some  do  not  send  home  any  money 

Beeansc  they  went  down  in  the  strife  ; 
If  you. have  a  dolhir  to  spare 

Do  give  it  to  Micky  13 "s  Avifc. 

You'll  read  all  our  los^;  iii  the  papers, 

The  death  of  the  bravest  of  men  ; 
I  tell  you  we  fought  a  great  battle,  , 

And  "walloped"  the  rebels  again. 

We  gave  them  on  iJoanoko  island 

A  drubljing  they'll  not  soon  forget  ; 
We  captured  two  thousan;!  five  hundred, 

And  have  not  got  done  with  them  vet. 


We  jiald  tliem  a  vi^it  al  Xew  Berne, 
A  hearty  reeeptro-i  v:q.  got ; 
>»  And  two  or  three  times  in  the  scrimmai 

%  Metliouadit  I  was  in  a  ticdit  spot. 


y^ti  stormed  a  strong  battery  and  took  it, 
Led  on  by  our  captain,  O'Xeill, 

Kot  liking  cold  sieei  in  itieir  bodies 
The  chivalry  gave  us  \Qi:  bail. 

Their  forty-five  cannon  they  left  us  — 
-    Fell  mell  lliey  atfandoii'^d  the  po^^t ; 
They  tired  the  old  town  in  tiirec  places, 
Determined  to  give  us  a  rtjast. 

Iliey  rhouglu  to  n^-^kr.  X-',v  ['';]■!:  ■  like  Tkloseow 
Tiicir  chief,  un'jther  j^'^ulousoIi, 
*  Ea-h  re1>el,  so  spiteful,  revengeful, 

%  Just  trie.-]  to  bite  his  own  r;osc  off. 

I  The  negroes  are  watching  our  motions 

Whenever  we're  out  on  ])arade, 
If  tlicy  had  a  Toussaint  to  lead  tliem 
Hinv  soo!i  would  they  coin-o  to  our  aid  ! 

If  once  they  sluuild  rally  for  freedom 
The  South  to  their  sorruw  might  lind 

Tiie  blacks  in  their  madness  could  battle 
The  Xo'-tli  and  the  rebt_-ls  comhineil; 


Provided  hy  Xature  wit!'  mo-urning, 
They'd  walk  in  n  fun'n.d  processi<j 
'••'1!  L;ivr  them  a  gr.md  iuvitaciiui 
To  come  to  the  uake  oc  s>M;t  .-.-inn," 


X  Tht'v'd  walk  in  n  fun'n.d  processi<ni, 

Wt.-'l!  L;ivr  them  a  u-r.ind  iuvitaciiui 
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Upon  reaching  the  Trent  river,  the  railroad  bridge,  nearly 
two  thousand  feet  in  length,  was  burning,  and  the  city  on  the 
other  side  Avith  its  numerous  turpentine  works,  seemed  to  be 
all  a-blaze.  It  was  claimed  that  the  bridge  w^as  accidentally 
fired  by  burning  turpentine  on  the  water,  which  was  designed 
to  float  down  the  river  and  burn  the  fleet.  The  tide,  however, 
was  setting  up,  and  so  the  burning  turpentine  floated  about  the 
bridge  and  burned  it.  We  can  believe  this  or  not,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  Avhatever,  that  buildings  in  the  city  were  fired  by  tlie 
retreating  enemy.  Only  for  the  prompt  efforts  of  the  troops 
crossing  into  the  city,  and  aid  furnished  by  the  colored  people, 
New  Berne  would  have  been  destroyed.  As  it  was,  most  of 
the  town  was  saved. 

The  Confederates  fled  in  confusion  from  New  Berne  to  Tus- 
carora,  a  station  about  fifteen  miles  west,  on  the  railroad  to 
Kinston  and  the  interior.  Seven  railroad  trains  loaded  witli 
^nen,  women  and  children,  left  New  Berne  on  the  day  of  the 
battle,  and  so,  when  our  troops  took  possession,  only  aliout 
two  hundred  out  of  a  total  population  of  seven  or  eight  tliou- 
sand  white  people,  remained  at  their  homes.  While  so  few 
of  the  white  population  remained, 

THE  COLORED  PEOPLE 

received  the  troops  with  the  wildest  manifestations  of  joy,  and 
welcomed  them  as  deliverers  of  a  race  long  held  in  servitude : 
for,  somehow,  without  ])roclamation  or  general  orders,  it  cam'' 
to  be  generally  understood  that  slavery  expired  wherever  the 
Federal  armv  advanced  —  it  died  a  natural  death  wherever  tli'- 
stars  and  stripes  were  unfolded,  and  the  moment  we  enteiva 
New  Berne,  the  overjoyed  slaves  considered  themselves //'' ^. 
and  they  were  wildly  free !  It  required  some  days,  and  not  ^i 
little  severe  discipline,  to  teach  them  how  to  enjoy  and  u"'^ 
abuse  freedom. 


n  ^^•mm^mis0i»i>'S^ 
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LOSSES   IN   BATTLE. 

Tn  tlie  battle  of  New  Berne  the  Federal  army  lost  one  hun- 
dred killed,  and  four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  was  four  killed 
and  sixteen  wounded,  Captain  V.  P.  Parkhurst  being  the  only 
officer  among  the  latter. 

LIST      OF      KILLED      AXD      WOUNDED       IN'       THE       BATTLE       OF      NEW      BERXE, 
MARCH      14th,      1862. 

Killed. 
Corporal  Albert  A.  IL^rshall,   Company  C ;  Private   Eli  Pike,  Company  A  ; 
Privates  Charles  A.  Rogers,  J.  Orson  Fiske,  of  Company  B. 

Wounded. 
Captain  V.  P.  Parkhurst  (leg-  fracture),  Company  I;  Sergeants  John  Howe 
(leg),  A.  A.  ^lesser  (neck),  of  Company  C  ;  Corporal  ^Marshall  Lee  (body), 
Company  C  ;  Privates  L.  T>.  Hadley  (arm  amputated),  D.  D.  Davenport  (arm 
broken),  W.  A.  Tilton  (slight),  of  Company  B ;  Private  James  Haverstock 
""(hand),  Company  C;  Private  William  A.  Andrews  (head,  severe),  Company 
T);  Privates  John  Marterson  (hand),  James  Guunigill  (hand),  Maurice  Doren 
(hand),  INIichael  McMalion  (left  leg),  Patrick  Lcliay  (sliglit),  of  Company  E  ; 
Private  Charles  W.  Blanchard  (finger  shot  off),  Company  I;  Private  John 
L.  Mayo  (arm  amputated).  Company  K. 

THE   DEFENXE 

made  by  the  Confederates  was  not  what  might  have  been 
expected.  Behind  formidal^le  earthworks,  with  artillery  en- 
filading our  position,  with  numbers  equal  to  the  attacking 
party,  tliey  should  have  held  their  works  more  than  four  hours. 
If  the  armies  liad  changed  places,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  so 
strong  a  position  could  not  iiave  been  captured  in  one  day  at 
least.  If  it  is  true,  as  was  asserted  by  scores  of  pQople  after- 
wards, tliat  General  Branch  was  no  nearer  the  scene  of  combat 
than  the  south  end 'of  the  railroad  bridge  at  New  Berne,  the 
reason  why  the  Confederate  troops  were  so  soon  demoralized,  is 
quite  apparent.  The  officer  commanding  the  enemy  on  that  day 
afterwards  paid  the  jienalty  of  his  treason  with  his  life  on  one 
of  the  battle  tields  of  Virginia,  and  we  would  not  do  any  injus- 
u 
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lice  to  Lis  TiiemoiT,  but  the  evidence  that  he  ^vas  not  personally 
u|.)OU  the  battle  field  of  xsew  Berne  is  of  such  a  cliaracter  that 
we  cannot  resist  the  impression  of  its  truthfulness. 

THE   enemy's   L0?3 

in  wen  killed  and  ^vounded  was  not  large,  but  tliej  lost  some 
three  or  four  hundred  prisoners  and  all  the  guns  in  tlieir 
works,  besides  equipage  for  six  thousand  men,  barracks  for 
four  thousand,  a  large  amount  of  ammunition,  four  thousand 
percussion-iock  muskets  and  quartermaster  and  commissary 
stores  in  large  quantity.  They  also  lost  a  side-wheel  steamer 
called  the  Albehiarle,  a  stern-wheel  steamer  called  the  Korih 
SUiU\  and  the  steamer  Fust^Bu>i^  whicli  they  ran  ashore  and 
burned.  ^ 

ORDERS. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  Burnside  appointed  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Foster,  to  be  juilitarv  governor  of  Nesv  iJerne  and  its 
suburbs,  and  also  ordered  the  churches  to  be  opened  on  the 
next  day  [Sunday]  that  the  chaplains  might  hold  services  — 
the  bells  to  be  rung  as  usual. 

Burnside  [Marcli  15]  in  general  orders,  congratulated  the 
tro.yps  up-oii  tlie  victory  of  the  14th,  and  directed  '-with  pecu- 
liar ])ride,  that  as  a  well  deserved  tribute  to  valor  in  this  second 
victory  of  the  expedition,  each  regiment  engaged  shall  inscribe 
on  its  banners,  \}\q  memorable  name  '*  New  Berne." 

Brigade  orders  were  promulgated  as  follov/s:  — 

1  ]3oj)art!ucnt  of  Xortli  Carolhui,  Ileiulquartcr.s,  Eirst  Brigjule. 

I  New  Eerue,  March  17th,  1SG2. 

t  G -Mural  Order.^,  | 

f  No.  11.  \ 

\  (;eiieral  Eustcr  a/aiii  cjii-ratuhites  liis  brigaao   on  the   !)nlhaat  v]ct«.)ry   lu 

\  which  tliey  participated,  and   hy  th-dr  steadiness  and  valor  contributed  so  much 

\  to  v\!ti,  and  reuevs  jnost  sincerely  his  thiniks  f<:»r  the  endurance  of  hard>hii). 

stt-adiues:^,  coolne>.-- und.cr  lire  and  willing  aud  prompt  ohcdieace  shown  by  all 

from  the  nionieut  of  landing-. 

The  icr^t  was   more   severe  than  at  Koaunke  island,  and  as   General  Foster 

iu'hed   hv  tlifir  cuuduct  th'--ve,  what  it  \v<,nh-1  ho  here,  it  is  the  lu'e-liest  praise  to 
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5:iy  that  the  conduct  of  the  Brig-ado  equalied  or  surpassed  his  expectations. 
He  believes  and  hopes  that  eacli  succe.^:dve  acLion  -will  hut  add  to  the  laurels" 
won  already  bv  t'ne  Brig-ade  he  is  proud  to  commaud. 

By  command  of 

Brigadier-General  J.  G.  Foster. 
Southard  IIofi-.man,  Assis'mxt  Ad'iutani-(jeneral. 


LIFE    IX    NEW   BERNE. 

The  Tweiitj-iiftli  ^Fassacluisctts  arriving  from  the  battle 
field,  reached  the  burning  bridge,  and  were  taken,  about  five 
o'clock,  P.M.,  to  the  city  by  tlie  o'unboats  that  had  arrived,  and 
was  the  first  regiment  to  enter  the  city.  Upon  reaching 
New  Berne,  tlie  Twenty-fifth  was  at  once  detailed  for  duty  as 
provost  guard,  Captain  Messenger,  of  the  general  staff  being 
appointed  provost  marshal. 

Colonel  Upton  established  regimental  headquarters  in  a 
three-story  brick  dvrelliDg  house  very  nicely  furnislied  and 
centrally  located  on  Craven  street.  The  companies  occupied 
houses  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

General  Burn  side  took  })Ossession  of  the  old  Stanly  mansion, 
with  its  elegant  grounds,  on  Middle  street, .where  lie  established 
lieadquarters,  and  v.diere  the  deportment  business  was  for  a 
long  time  transacted. 

A  post-oflice  was  esmblislicd  at  the  corner  of  Pollock  and 
Craven  stret'ls,  '.x\\\{  son^e  one  is  to  bo  credited  with  most  ex- 
ceUent  judgm.ent  in  causing  the  appointment  of  Corporal  John 
B.  Eeed  of  Cumpany  C,  Twenry-fiftii  Massachusetts,  to  the 
position  of  post-nmster.  He  had  jusi  that  energy  and  execu- 
tive al)ility  fitting  him  peculiarly  for  the  })lace. 

Xew  Berne  is  located  on  the  right  Ijank  of  tlie  Ncuse  river, 
[pronounced  Xuse]  and  on  the  left  bank  of  tlie  Trent.  The 
Xeuse  is,  after  the  Cai)e  Fear  ri^■er,  the  largest  navigable 
stream  in  X'orth  Carolina.  Steamboats  find  navigation  to 
^Va}  nesboro\  over  a  hundred  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  city 
is  pleasantly  located,  its  streets  reguhirly  laid  out  with  beauti- 
I'ul  shade  trees  on   either  side.     The  houses   mostly  are   well 
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modeled  cottages,  tliougli  many  have  pretensions  far  beyond  a 
cottage.  There  were  five  churches,  divided  among  the  Bap- 
tists, Methodists,  Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians,  and  two 
churches  for  the  colored  people  exclusively.  An  academy, 
theatre,  two  first  class  hotels  [one  burned]  one  bank  building, 
and  several  other  public  buildings,  Avere  found  there,  besides 
many  largo  Avarehouses,  stores  and  turpentine  distilleries. 

Located  at  the  confluence  of  two  large  rivers,  it  has  a  com- 
modious fresh,  water  harbor,  one  of  tlie  best  inland  harbors  in 
the  United  ^States,  and  in  earlier  years  was  the  scene  of  great 
connnercial  activity,  as  a  large  foreign  trade  vvitli  England 
and  thfC  "West  Indies  was  carried  on  from  that  port. 
'  New  Berne  is  an  ancient  town.  ]t  was  settled  eiivly  in  the 
history  of  our  country  [1708]  by  a  colony  of  Huguenots  and 
Pah'tines  from  Europe,  In  tliat  plentiful  country  tiiey  thrived. 
The  town  was  numed  from  Berne  in  Switzerland.  In  the  early 
days  the  government  was  located  there,  and  the  princely  |)[dace 
built  I'y  Governor  Tryon  vras  tJie  finest  edifice  on  the  continent, 
its  buildin^v;,  at  great  expense,  causing  njuch  ill  feeling  among 
tlie  peo])le.  The  barn  wliich  was  attaclied  to  tlie  palace  still 
stands  upon  the  original  site,  and  during  some  of  tiie  time  of 
the  Federal  occupation,  was  guarded  by  details  of  Union  sol- 
diers. The  waters  of  trie  rivci-s  abound  in  hsh  and  oysters, 
bui  suon  after  takini;-  pos.^G3sion  of  the  citv,  the  use  of  the  Litter 
was  piohibited  by  military  order.  Little  creeks  open  into  th.e 
Neuse  on  both  sides,  some  of  which  are  navigable  for  light- 
draft  steamers  and  small  craft.  To  a  traveller  on  the  river, 
small  sailing  boats  emergiiig  from  or  entering  these  creeks, 
have  the  appearance  of  actually  gliding  through  the  woods  — 
the  white  sails  can  be  seen  a  long  distance  through  the  trees 
where  there  is  no  appearance  of  water.  The  ''piney  woods" 
area  feature  of  the  country.  The  jnnes  are  the  famous  turpen- 
tine tree,  growing  to  a  great  height.  In  passing  through  the 
country  one  observi^s  mat-y  of  these  trees  cut  'aiui  the  bark 
removed,   a  "process  known  as  '•  chippiug,"  the  first  chipping 
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extending  some  six  feet  from  the  gvoiuid  for  a  Yfidtli  of  fifteen 
inches.  The  turpentine  oozes  and  runs  from  the  chipped  pUices, 
and  that  portion  running  iiito  boxes  cut  in  the  trees,  is  known  as 
"  dipped  turpentine,"  and  that  ^vhich  oozes  later  in  the  season, 
dries  upon  the  chipped  part  and  is  removed  by  scrapers,  is 
known  as  the  ''^scrapings."  The  former  is  the  most  valuable. 
A  tree  is  chi|;>ped  each  year  in  a  new  place,  and  this  is  contin- 
ued until  the  tree  has  been  chipped  as  Idgh  as  can  be  reached. 
A  tree  v.ill  stand  this  process  for  from  sixteen  to  twenty  years, 
and  then  becomes  what  is  called  ''  ilghtwood."  It  is  tken  cut 
down  and  worked  up  into  sticks  about  four  feet  in  length, 
placed  in  kilns,  very  much  like  our  charcoal  kilns,  and  slov/ly 
burned,  tlic  kiln  being  air  tight.  A  trench  runs  from  the  kiln 
to  a  deep  vat ;  into  this  the  tar  from  the  lightwood  runs,  and 
is  dipped  into  barrels.  Eight  days  is  required  to  buiii  a  kiln 
for  tar,  and  a  kiln  filly  feet  in  diameter  and  tw^enty  feet  high 
will  turn  out  about  twenty-four  barrels  of  tar.  Spirits  of  tur- 
pentine is  made  from  distillation  of  the  raw  turpentine,  either 
dipped  or  scraped,  six  barrels  of  which  will  make  a  barrel  of 
sjTtirits.  The  war  very  mucli  enhanced  the  value  of  tliese  pro- 
ducts, and  for  a  considerable  time  the  raw  material  was  worth 
in  New  Berne  from  six  to  eight  dollars  per  barrel  and  the  s|)irits 
eigliiy  dollars  per  barrel. '  The  refuse  left  in  the  vats  nficr  the 
process  of  distillation,  is  known  as  resin,  and  was,  du^^ing  the 
v.Tir,  wo}'th  eiglit  dollars  per  ban-el.  ^\i  "making  turpentine," 
as  it  is  called,  one  man  can  tend  ten  thousand  ctiipped  trees. 
The  business  has  been  protitable,  but  for  a  long  time,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  war,  was  at  a  stand-still. 

NEW   BEEXE   ^- PROGRESS"    NEWSPAPER. 

\(q,  have  heretofore  said  tliat  New  Berne  had  a  newspaper. 
It  was  called  ''  The  Progreu,''  though  its  name  very  much 
belied  its  character  v\-hile  under  the  Contederate  rcjlme.  The 
rel)el  editor  wrote  ins  last  item  just  after  our  fleet  landed  at 
Shjcun]'s   creek.      Having    recorded    the  news,  In;   ran   away, 
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not  evea  tarrying  to  learn  tlic  "  fate  of  New  BerQe."  But  tho 
boys  in  blue  savv^  the  printing  otlicc,  and  Sergeant  Edward 
L.  Davenport  and  Corporal  George  Mills  Joy,  botli  of  the 
Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  and  Private  William  E.  Murdoek 
of  the  Twenty-iiftli  IMassachuseits,  were  the  first  practical  prin- 
ters to  enter  the  olllce.  They  found  the  forms  of  the  outside 
pages  of  the  weekly  and  inside  pages  of  ma  daily,  for  March 
1-jth,  lying  upon  tlie  imj)osiug  stone.  Wheri  these  printers 
found  leisure,  tlioy  put  th.e  oflico  in  order  and  prepared  foi'  the 
publication  of  a  daily  paper.  Sergeant  Davenport  took  the 
job  work,  Corporal  Joy  became  editor,  and  Private  Murdoek 
was  detailed  as  printer.  ^' The  Xeir  Berne  Progress''  became 
tlierealler  a  live  paper,  coniely  in  apiiearaTice,  and  was  a 
scource  of  some  profit.  From  time  to  time  the  editor  received 
uinch  assistance  from  officers  in  the  district  in  preparing  papers 
for  liis  columns,  and  the  nev7s  columns  were  spiced  with  iteiris 
of  general  in. terest  among  the  troops.  ■•     .......•■ 

FHILANTimOPIC    EFFOllTS  —  LDWAHI)    ?rA>;Ly. 

Means  of  obtaining  food  hj  labor  both  for  tlie  wliites  and 
colored  people  w^ere  entirely  cut  oil  by  the  conditions  of  Vv'ar, 
and  General  Foster,  as  military  governor,  de vol ed  nnich  time  in 
making  piovisioiis  for  the  needy.  Mr.  "^duceiit  Collyer,  a 
philanthropic  citizen  of  New  York,  was  plnced  iu  charge  of  ti'e 
poor,  and  at  once  organized  sclsools  arnorig  the  colored  people. 
Thus,  for  the  lirst  time  during  tlie  v>-ar  the  government  proved 
its  beueticence.  It  furnished  food  for  the  Ijody  and  instruction 
for  the  mind —  tin:;  sword  in  one  hand,. the  olive  b.rancli  in  the 
other  !  Thus  at  Is^ir;  Berne,  Vincent  Collyer  was  the  pioneer 
in  a  great  work,  which,  as  the  war  ])rogressed,  extended  to  all 
points  where  military  possession  was  held  by  the  government, 
culminating  in  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  commissions,  enter- 
]\rises  tleat  v\-ere  frintful  of  blessings  to  trie  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  and  untold  good  to  the  poor  and  needy  in  the  south- 
ern land. 
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The  noble  work  of  Vincent  Colljer  progressed  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  persons  interested,  until,  unfortunately,  the  Honor- 
able Edward  Stanly,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  arrived  in 
New  Berne  Avith  a  commission  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  Military  Governor. 

The  propriety  of  appointing  any  civilian  to  act  by  the  side 
of,  and  having  equal  power  with  the  military  commandant, 
may  well  be  questioned — ^^but  in  this  instance,  ho vrever  good 
the  motive  might  have  been,  the  appointment  of  a  man  like 
Edward  Stanly,  was  a  fearful  mistake,  admitting  of  no  excuse 
or  palliation. 

Stanly  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  good  work  of  Vincent  CoU- 
yer — closed  the  day  schooh>,  and,  May  2Sth,  ordered  tlie 
evening  scliools  for  the  colored  people  to  be  closed.  Stanly 
followed  this  by  an  order  that  all  colored  people  who  had 
entered  our  livics  be  returned  to  their  former  mastei's  by  tlic 
military  auihoritics.  He  provided  means  for  feeding  a  great 
part  of  the  disloyal  people  living  beyond  our  lines.  Ey  these 
and  other  oilicial  acts,  which  we  have  not  the  time  or  dis- 
position to  enumerate,  he  proved  his  utter  misconce|)tion  of  the 
aims  and  objects  of  the  war,  and  his  personal  sympathy  with 
the  revolutionary  element  of  liis  native  State.  By  these  acts 
I  he  aroused  the  indignation  of  our  soldiers   to  such   Ciu  extent, 

I  that  only  a  vrord  was  needed  to  fan  the   tiame  into  open  acts\)f 

f  0})position.     Wise   discretion  prevailed  :  wholesome   discipline 

\t  controlled  the  h'.)ur,  and,  after  an  experiment  of  a  few  months, 

I      .        the   President   discovered   his  mistake,  whereupon  Stanly  was 
recalled. 

IMPUDENCE. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  peculiar  impudence  some  men  pos- 
sess, we  give  an  incident  that  occurred  in  the  ollice  of  Captain 
^Uessenger,  provost  marshal,  not  long  after  the  capture  of  New 
licrne. 
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A  man  entered  the  ofiice  stating  that  he  was  "a  prisoner  of 
war,  captured  by  you  Yankees  below  the  city,"  and  that  ho 
had  been  permitted  to  remain  in  New  Berne,  vrliich  was  his 
home,  on  his  parohj,  until  exelianged.  He  tlicn  stated  that  lie 
was  the  owner ^  of  a  jewelry  store  on  Pollock  street,  and  de- 
manded possession  of  his  property.  The  provost  gave  the  man 
some  wholesome  advice  and  directed  liini  to  leave  the  office. 
Going  out,  he  passed  the  desk  of  a  soldier  detailed  as  a  clcik, 
who,  placing  u])on  him  a  withering  glance,  said- — "  Look  here, 
Jolmny,  hadn't  you  better  iile  a  claim  against  Uncle  Sam  for 
the  time  you've  lost  as  a  prisoner  of  war?  Beckon  you'll  have 
as  good  luck  getting  tlcot  as  you  will  your  jewelry  store!'' 
Although  check-mated  at  New  Berne,  if  the  man  survived  the 
wai",  he  would  make  a  good  reprcsentati\'e  soiitliern  claimant 
for  damages  before  Congress. 

FORT   3L\C0N- — CAMDEN — WASHINGTOX,    ETC. 

Four  days  after  the  capture  of  New  Berne  [}Jarch  18],  tlic 
Third  Brigade,  under  General  Parke,  proceeded  to  Beaufort. 
and  on  the  11th  of  April  commenced  tlie  siege  of  Fort  Macon, 
which  protects  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Beaufort.  This 
fuit  v'^i}sit!il;uod  April  i2oth. 

While  Parke  vras  pnsliing  the  siege  of  Fori;  luacon,  Reno. 
with  the  Second  Brigade,  passed  across  Albemarle  sound, 
landing  [April  19],  on  tlie  Pascpu^tank  river,  some  three  miles 
below  Elizabeth  City,  for  the  purj)ose  of  marching  on  Cannlen, 
where  the  enemy  v.'cre  in  some  force,  at  a  phice  known  as 
South  ;^[ills.  This  movement  vv'as  in  p^ait  intended  to  cover 
the  sieee  of  Fort  ]\[acon.  and  also  to  threaten  Norfolk  in  tlio 
rear.  Landing  in  tlie  night,  Hawkins,  wilh  the  Ninth  New 
York  Yolunteei's.  [Zouaves]  and  detachnmnts  of  the  Figlity- 
ninth  New  York  and  Sixth  New  Jian^p.^liii'e  A'^cluntcers,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  to  near  Elizabeth  City  lo  intcicept  and  cut 
oil  a  force  of  the  enemy  leaviug  tliat  ])laee  for  Norfolk,     iiaw- 
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kins,  mhlQil  hy  a  guide,  murched  ten  miles  and  then  found 
himself  in  rear  of  his  brigade  formiiig  line  of  battle  near 
South  ^lills.  Marching,  as  it  seems,  in  a  circle,  he  had  reached 
about  the  same  position  from  whence  he  started.  Reno  was 
attacked  by  the  enemy  ;  a  warm  combat  ensued,  during  which 
Hawkins'  Zouaves  charged  and  were  repulsed,  losing  fifteen 
killed,  ninety-six  wounded,  and  two  prisoners,  lleno  retired 
from  the  field  and  marched  to  his  transports.  Dr.  Cutter, 
surgeon  of  the  Twenry-first  Massacluisetts,  refusing  to  retire, 
remained  on  the  field  with  the  wounded,  suffering  himself  to  be 
taken  prisoner  with  the  others. 

About  this  time  Waf-liington  on  tlie  Pamlico  river,  neor  its 
junclurc  Vvith  the  'j'ar  river,  was  occupied  by  the  Tv\-enty-fourth 
Massachusetts  A'olunteers,  and  Plymouth  on  the  Roanoke  was 
occupied  by  Union  troops. 

The  necessity  of  holding  certain  points,  the  troops  rerp.iired 
to  gai'rison  Fort  Macon  and  to  guard  tlie  thirty  miles  of  rail- 
way beivreen  New  Berne  and  Beaufort,  to  garrison  the  defences 
of  New  Berne,  to  picket  the  roads  leading  to  that  place, 
reduced  the  fifteen  thousaiul  v\\q\\  under  Burnside  to  so  small 
an  a\'aila].)le  force  for  tiie  field,  that  the  project  of  moving  upon 
tlie  line  of  tiie  Wilmington  and  AYeldon  railroad  was  of  neces- 
sity alKindoiied.  For  (lie  lack  of  tro(;'ps  ]]uimside  remained 
inactive.  It  \\\\\  be  admillcd  that  Roanoke  gave  us  the  key  to 
Noi-folk,  but  wliat  is  the  use  of  a  key  vithout  the  })ower  to 
turn  it?  The  positions  coufjuered  in  North  Carolina  were  val- 
uable only  as  a  base  for  otlier  operations.  The  Al!)cmarle 
Sound  with  its  Chowan  river,  gave  us  easy  access  to  tlie  south 
of  Peter^^burg  and  Richmond,  bait  there  were  no  troops  to 
move  in  that  direction.  Something  like  tliis  movement  was 
contemplated  by  ^icClellan  in  tlie  instructions  given  Burnside 
as  stated  heretofore.  Ilie  movement  would  have  been  i^easible. 
Is  it  'too  much  to  say,  that,  had  the  government  profterly  taken 
advantaij.-e  of  the  {joints  gained  !)y  ]>ui-nside,  we  could  have  fully 
controlled,  wirh   the  aid  of  counter  najvements  by  the  central 
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army,  the  soutliern  coramuiiications  witli  IvicLinond,  and  accom- 
plished in  1862  %\hao  ^vas  left  to  l>e  done  [and  upon  the  same 
line  of  operations]  in  1864—5  '?     Let  us  see. 

The  central  army  under  ]\[cCie}lan  rested  from  the  day  o^ 
Bull  Run  until  autumn  and  winter  had  passed,  until  the  mud 
had  diled  up  and  dust  had  taken  its  place,  until  the  summer 
heat  had  becon.ie  quite  as  uncomfortable  as  the  pi-evious  cold 
experiences  iri  ^vinter  quarters.  The  army  of  ivlcCiellau  might 
have  moved  when  Buniside  landed  at  llatteras.  Thirty  thou- 
sand, men  could  have  been  swung  around  into  Albemarle 
sound  to  reinforce  our  army  in  North  Carolina,. which  vs'ould 
the]i  move  on  Hichmovid's  soulliern  communications.  Sending 
an  army  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  to  City  Point  on  the 
James,  vrith  McOiellan  moving  from  tlic  Potomac  or  tlie 
Peninsula  ui  earnest,  the  war  would  have  soon  closed. 
Instead  of  that,  Burnside's  troops  were  spread  out  thin,  were 
compelled  lo  hohl  positions  wMeh  were  of  no  practical  advan- 
tage in  the  general  conduct  of  the  war.  Sucli  ideas  as  we 
ha'^'o  liere  expressed  were  entertained  by  many  of  our  oliicers 
in  North  Carolina  during  tlie  spring  of  1862. 
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CHAPTER    YI. 

PICKP^T      DUTY  —  CAMP      BULLOCK  ■ —  :MA?.CII       TO        THENTON  — 
CAMP      OLIVER  —  ATTACK      UPON      LITTLE      Vv'ASHTNCTOX  — 

GENERAL        HOSPITAL        AT        BEAUFORT,         N  .    '  C  .  BAND 

DISCHARGED  —  VARIOUS      MARCHES  — GRAND      ROUNDS. 

/f^S^^  the  9tli  of  May,  [1SG2J  tlie  Twentj-iiftli  Massaclmsetts 
^i  ^:Mj  closed  its  city  life.     Since  the  capture  of  Xe\y  Berne, 


tlie  rcifiment  had  coustiluted  the  provost  guard  of  the 
town.  The  companies  occupied  some  of  the  best  houses,  and 
from  tlie  gardens  vcre  a])]e  to  procure  many  esculents,  some 
of  vhich  were  almost  rin^^ned  for  tlie  table  at  tlie  time  of 
the  Federal  occupation.  From  numerous  stores  and  markets 
eveiything  eatable  was  to  be  had,  and  from  the  wharves  came  an 
abundance  of  fish,  chickens,  sweet  poiatoes,  eggs,  etc.,  brought 
from  the  rivers  and  the  surrounding  couiUry.  Many,  perhaps 
all  of  the  companies,  made  large  savings  upon  the  regular 
ration,  and,  from  tb.e  amount  saved,  such  good  things  as  were 
unknown  in  tliC  government  ration,  could  be  obtained  for  the 
company  mess,  so  that,  in  New  Berne,  the  soldiers  were  supplied 
with  tha  best  to  be  luul  in  the  market. 

Except  the  regular  guar^l  mounting  each  morning,  and  guard 
duty  for  those  detailed,  no  other  duty  was  required,  though 
the  company  drills  were  generally  maintained.  Tlie  guard 
mounting  on  Craven  street  each  morning,  was  an  interesting 
feature  of  our  life  in  the  city.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
lliis  duty,  under  the  supervision  of    Adjutant   Karkricss,  was 
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performed  in  exact  accordance  with  the  ''  Regulations.". 
Everytliing  ^\-as  in  perfect  order :  every  boot  on  the  line 
possessed  au  excelsior  shine,  every  strap,  buckle  and  button 
was  in  its  place  ;  each  cap-visor  was  S(piare  to  the  front,  arid 
the  ])ayonets  and  l.u-asses  shone  with  a  brightness  that  proved 
the  industry  and  pains-taking  character  of  the  men  of  the 
battalion.  Tiiese  guard-mounts  vrcrc  often'  honored  by  the 
personal  ijispection  of  General  Burnsirle,  who  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  ceremony  as  much  as  any  of  the  usually  large  crovv'd  of 
spectators.  Long  continued  duty  in  a  city  was  not,  however, 
desirable  for  a  soldier.  Its  effect  was  very  disastrous  to  a 
wholesome  e,spnt  dii  corps  ;  therefore,  tlie  order  to  march,  on 
the  0th  of  May,  to  the  "Red  house,  a  farm  house  located  about 
thirteen  niiles  wx^sterly,  owned  and  occu|>ied  by  an  inoffensive 
gentleman  by  the  name  of  Bogey,  wos,  to  nearly  all,  a  welconie 
command  —  welcome,  because  it  was  to  return  us  to  regular 
camp  life — because  tlie  battalion  would  be  agahi  consolidated, 
an.d  because  all  wouhl  be  removed  from  the  iiiertia  and  tempta- 
tions incident  to  a  town  garrison. 

^K3iy    INFLUENCES. 

Hinting  fit  tempralions  surrounding  soldiers  in  time  of  war, 
v;ho^>  ai)-^'^ac'-  fi-oni'  h^ni;,^  u'^l  its  in'[uenc'''s  leaves  them  to 
a  certain  exterit  unguarded,  it  must  not  be  understood  tlmt 
we  nr^,^  oi  tlic  cijcle  of  croakers  wlio  l;elieve  that  men  are 
ruined  in  character  or  morality  by  army  associations.  Circum- 
stances surrounding  soldiers  are  not  ahvays  the  most  desirable, 
but  it  is  our  relation  to  circumstarices  that  deterndnes  the 
weiglit  we  give  them  ir*.  moulding  our  characters.  One  writer 
has  said  —  '•  The  same  wind  that  carries  one  vessel  ir.to  port, 
may  blow  another  oit  shore."  Still  anothei-,  i)israeli,  has  said 
witli  much  force  of  truth  —  '^  Characters  never  cliange,  opin.ions 
alter  —  characters  are  only  developed,''  and  so  our  army  exjier- 
iencc,  with  its  opportunities  for  observation,  causes  the  bebef 
that,  while  in  the  armv,  avc  readily  develop  cluiracter,  it  is  such 
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a  developiiient  as  nature  has  iuiplaritecl  in  us.  Persons  are  like 
pictures :  keep  tliera.  in  a  dark  corner  T^rliere  there  is  no 
opportunity  for  an  exhibition  of  their  defects  and  they  are  not 
discerned  —  bring  them  into  the  full  light  and  all  the  blenushes 
are  seen.  Army  life  pours  a  flood  of  light  upon  men,  and  we 
see  them  as  they  are  —  sec  them  as  they  give  full  swing  to 
natural  propensities.  They  arc  no  worse  than  they  would  be 
at  home,  only  they  show  more,  because  the  light  is  greater  and 
every  disguise  is  thrown  oft'.  Take  oft'  the  paint,  and  many  a 
liideous  blotch  is  discovered  :  cast  away  the  cloak,  and  many  a 
horrid  form  is  seen.  Paint  and  cloaks  cover  a  nuiltitude  of 
deformities;  army  life  strips  a  man  of  all  these,  and  permits  us 
to  sec  him  as  he  is, 

REG  IMP]  NT  AL     CHANGES. 

Several  changes  occurred  in  the  battalion  during  its  occu- 
pancy of  New  Berne,  which  we  can  best  state  by  giving  the 
ibilowin^-  Re2:i mental  Orders  :  . 


Headquarters  Twent}-rifth  lie^imeiit  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
•   Xew  Berue,  N.  C,  Marcli  iSdx,  1862. 
General  Orders,  ) 
Xo.  6.  \ 

In  consequence  of  tlie  re-Iiruatlon  of  IMajor  IM.  J.  McCafferty,  the  proiuotioa 
of  Captain  Josiau  Pickett  to  he  ]N  Taj  or,  and  of  First-Lieutenaut  P.  E.  Goodwin 
to  be  Captain  of  Conipauv  A,  the  conq.ianies  of  the  reg-iment  vvll!  take  pcsirion 
iu  line  of  i'attle  ii)  the  foUov/in;.'-  order;  — 

H,  D,  K,  I,  C,  G,  E,  A,  F,  B. 

By  order  of 

Colonel  Edm'in  Ui'TOX. 
E,  A.  IIaukness,  Adjutant. 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Kogiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
Xew  Berne,  :t^'"•.  C;  April  12th,  186:2. 
General  Orders,  ( 
No.  U.  \ 

In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Captain  Willard  Clark  of  Co.  B,  and 
tiie  promotion  of  First-Lieutenant  William  Emery  to  be  Captaia,  the  coinjianies 
of  the  re;_dment  will  take  position  in  line  of  battle  in  the  following  order  : 
H,  F,  K,  A,  K,  1,  J),  B.  (J,  C. 

By  order  of 

•    Coloiiol  l-Ii>wiN  UriuN. 
E.  A.  Harkm:ss,  AJjd'H'.L 


118  TWENTY-FIFTH   MASSACHUSETTS. 

It  would  be  out  of  place  to  state  here,  if  we  were  able 
to  do  so,  the  reasons  inipolling  Major  McCatTertj  to  resign 
his  commission.  It  is  enough  to  saj  that  a  misunderstanding 
existed,  and  many  regrets  were  expressed  that  the  difficulty 
could  not  be  arranged  so  as  to  secure  his  retention  in  the 
service.  He  retired  voluntarily,  and  afterwards  during  the 
continuance  of  the  wai-,  rendered  valuable  service  by  his 
eloquent  and  earnest  speeches,  in  enlisting  recruits  for  the 
arnries  in  the  field. 

On  the  Sth  of  May,  the  following  order  was  promulgated  :  — 

Headquarters  Twentv-fifth  lleginient  ilassachusetts  Volunteers. 
f  New  Berne,  N.  C,  I\Iay  Sth,  1SG2. 

General  Orders,  \ 
Xo.  2.  S 

The  regiment  will  march  to-morrow  morning'  to  the  Eed  house,  Xew  road. 
The  line  v>'ill  be  fornaed  in  front  of  lieadquarters,  Craven  street,  at  seven 
o'clock,  A.   M. 

One  ream  will  report  to  each  company  at  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  at  which  time 
everythincr  must  be  in  readiness  for  loading.  Commanders  of  companies  will 
exercise  great  care  that  the  men  do  not  overload  their  knapsacks,  and  nothiiiL' 
musr.  be  taken  as  company  property  that  cannot  be  transported  by  a  limited 
wagon  train,  when  the  regiment  advances  still  further  into  the  country.*     *     * 

By  command  of 

Colonel  Edwin  Upto*. 
E.  A.  H'.ATacNESS,  Adjutant. 

Before  noon   of    May    9th,   the    Twenty-fifth   Massachusetts  |. 

Yolnnteers  was  at  the  I 

RED    HOUSE,  I 

a    retired    locality   between    the    Trent   road    and    Bacbellor's  J 

creek.      This    position    covered    Tuscarora,    about    four   miles  | 

Ijcyond,  where   the   Confederates  had  a  camp.     Tlie  Twenty-  | 

iliird  Massachusetts  had  ])een  ou  duty  here  and  was  relieved  | 

upon  the  arrival  of  the  Tsventy-tifth.     Before  dusk  the  pick<M  | 

lines    were    established,    tents    pitched    and    camp    life    again  | 

commenced.  .^ 

■■< 

I 


n 
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I 

I  The    regiment    was    provided    with    Sibley   tents,    and    the 

I  encampment  was   known    as    Camp    '-  Bullock,"   in   honor  of 

I  Hon.  Alex.  H.  Bullock  of   AV'orcester,  Mass.     The  field  and 

staff  occupied  the  Red  house,  only  a  few  rods  from  the  camp, 
^  which  was  isolated  from  town  or  liamlet.     Only  two  or  three 

I  houses  were  Avithin  a  radius  of  a  mile.     Three  little  roads  here 

I  converged,    the   one  on   the  left   flank   leading    towards    New 

I  Berne,  another  on  our  right  flank  leading  to  Bachellor's  creek, 

I  distant  three  miles,  the  third  road  leading  from  our  front  to 

^  Tuscarora  and  ''  Dixie." 

.Besides  cam.p,   guard  and  picket  duty,  the   company  com- 
manders were  often  called  upon  to  furnish  details  for  scouting 
parties. 
I  On  the  22nd  of  May,  Company  I  of  the  Seventeenth  Massa- 

i  chusetts   Volnnieers,    [this  regiment,  commanded    l)y   Colonel 

I  Thomas   J.   C.    Aniory,  reached   New   Berne  from   lialtimore, 

where  it  had  been  on  dutv  for  a  considerable  time,  duriuii'  the 
I  month  of  April,]  went  out  upon  a  scout  on  the  Trent  road,  and, 

\  when  marching  near  Pollocksville,  was  surprised  by  the  enemy 

$^  in   ambush.      Three  men  killed   and   eight   wounded  was  tlie 

I  result  of  the  negligence  of  the  captain  in  not  having  flankers, 

I  or  any  advance  or  rear  guard.     The  captain  ordered  a  hasty 

^  ]'etreat  wilhoiil  firing  a  gun. 

Becoming  ^\  omed  to  it,  our  soldiers  liked  ruraV  camp  lifL^. 
\  At  the  Red  house  we  had  full  enjoyment  of  riature  clothed  in 

\  the  loveliness  of  early  summer,  for  music,  besides  that  furnished 

I     .  by  our  band,  we  listened  to  the  warbling  notes  of  the  numerous 

mocking  bii'ds,  to  the  stormy  rattling  of  the  diums  calling  to 
duty,  and  tiie  sweet  soft  music  of  the  A^rinds  breatliing  througli 
the  pines.  Tliere  were  real  delights  in  our  country  camp  and 
its  surroundings — the  fields,  groves  and  innumerable  paths 
winding  through  the  forests.  Many  a  time,  the  chaplain,  who 
was  a  great  lover  of  rustic  nature,  and  the  writer,  have  sat 
together  on  a  log  near  Camp  Bullock,  conversing,  and  listening 
to  the  wonderful  triUinii"  of  a  mockimr  bird  tliat  'daily  came  to 
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one  particular  tree  and  show-ercd  into  our  dcdighted  ears  such 
dulcet  notes  as  could  only  echo  from  nature's  great  songsters  of 
the  southern  forest.  AYc  hclievc  tlic  chaplain  richly  enjoyed 
the  still  hours  of  Camp  Bullock. 

May  lotli,  a  large  scouting  party  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts was  sent  out  from  the  Red  house  camp,  finding  a 
con:ipany  of  Confederate  cavalry  near  Tuscarora.  Upon  the 
approach  of  our  party,  the  enemy  retired  without  giving  an 
opportunity  for  exchange  of   shots. 

[May  14th,  tlie  gunboats  Ceres  and  LocJavood  puj'sued  tlie 
rebel  steamer  Alice  np  the  Roanoke  river  and  captured  her 
about  two  miles  below  Williamston.  Slie  was  loaded  with 
bacon  fur  the  Confederate  army,  and  had  on  board  tlie  church 
bells  of  Piynioutli  to  be  cast  into  field-} )icces.  At  Plymoutli, 
Captain  Fl usser,  of  the  Coramodorc  Ferry ^  found  the  lantern 
taken  from  the  liglit-boat  at  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  river, 
concealed  in  the  custom,  house.] 


MAIICH   TO    TilENTON. 

Ac  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  May  loth,  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Massaclmsetts  left  Camp  Bullock  in  light  marching  oi'der. 
Reafhing  the  TVcnt  road  kiading  from  New  Berne  to  Trenton 
and  Kin;-t.:t]i,  die  battalion  joined  the  Seventeenth  Massachu- 
seiis  A'olunt-crs,  seven  compaiues  of  the  Tliird  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  the  Tldrd  luiode  Island  Artillery,  This  ibrce 
was  under  eomnmnd  of  Colonel  xVmory  of  the  h^e\'enteenth 
Massachusetts.  Ttie  recent  rains  had  swoHen  the  creeks, 
which  we  were  obliged  in  some  cases  to  waile,  w  hile  tlie  roads, 
in  no  way  improved  by  the  cavalry  horses  in  advance,  were 
-soft  and  yield i rig  to  every  step.  The  march  was  ti)wards 
Trenton,  and  the  object  vras  to  drive  away  a  force  of  Confed- 
erates iliere  stationed,  and  about  to  erect  intrenclunents. 
The  cavalry  in  advance  fouiid  tiio  enemy,  and  a  sliarp  fight  of 
ten  minutes  left  the  field  in  our  possession.  'Jlie  encnjy  lost 
nine  l;illed,  one  fjeing  Lieutenant  Rogers,  and- two  prisoners, 
ono  of  whom  vras  wounded.     Our  cavalrv  had  two  wounded. 
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Before  dark,  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  after  a  hard 
march  of  twenty-five  miles,  and  no  opportunity  to  expend  any 
ammunition,  reached  its  camp  at  the  Red  house. 

PICKET   FIRING. 

On  tlie  night  of  May  lOth,  Camp  Bullock  was  twice  alarmed 
by  the  firing  of  })ickets,  followed  by  the  '-long  roll."    . 

It  seems  that  Ui\  Bogey,  the  proprietor  of  the  Red  liouse 
farm,  was  the  owner  of  a  white  mare,  a  gentle  animal,  not 
swift-footed  and  nimble-jointed,  like  those  the  field-  and  staft" 
rode  upon,  yet  a  good  beast,  always  inclined  to  peace  and  the 
observcuice  of  all  military  rules.  This  animal  had  been  turned 
out  to  feed,  and  during  the  night  approached  the  line  at  a  point 
held  by  a  picket  of  Company  G.  The  mare  was  properly 
challenged,  but  heeded  not  the  inquiry  in  the  'sweet  German 
accent,  whereupon  Mr.  Se})tinel^  blazed  away.  The  mai'C,  dis- 
gusted, turned  aside.  The  camp  was  alarmed,  for,  all  along 
our  lines  went  the  bang  !  bang!  bang!  of  the  vigilant  ccuar- 
dians  of  the  camp.  After  everything  was  quiet,  tlie  mare 
approached  the  picket  a  second  time,  and  for  the  second  time 
®  .  was  interrogated,  "Who  comes  there?"  xVnswering  not, 
I  again   Mr.  Sentinel  fired,  i)at  wiihoul  success,  for  Mr.  Bogey 

,  ibund  his  mare   safe   and  sound  the  next  morning.     An  enemy 

r  might    saibly  approach    tJiat  picket  —  at   least   such   was    the 

I  thouglit  of  tlie   sohliers  when  the  facts  became  knovrn.     Com- 

pany G  vras   ordered  out  to  scout  after  the   second  alarm,  and 
remained  on  duty  the  bah.mce  of  the  night. 

Alarming  the  camp,  even  thus  foolishly,  was  not  wdthout  its 
compensation,  for  tlie  soldiers  became  accustomed.  U)  the 
*'•  long  rull,"  and  to  a  speedy  assembly  in  battalion  line  in 
iho  darkness  of   night. 

[^lay  olst  Lieutenant  AUis,  with  a  ])arty  of  the  Third  New- 
York  Cavalry  had  a  sharp  combat  with  Confederate  cavalry  on 
tiie    Creenville    road,   eight    miles    above    Washington,    N.  C. 
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I 

The  enemy  was    defeated,  losing  tliree  killed,  six  wounded,  | 

and  two  prisoners.     Allis  lost  but  one  Tnau,  wounded.]  i 

Camp  Biillock  came  to  an  end  May  2*Jth,  by  an  order  which  \ 

removed  die   Twenty-fiftli  Massachusetts  to  Now  Berne,  where  j 

a  new  camp  was  formed  at  the  west  end  of  the  town  noi-th  of  i 

the  Trent  road,  and   a    quarter   of    a    mile  in   rear  of  Fort  \ 

Totten.     This  encampment,  upon  somewhat  elevated  ground,  ^4 

was  named  % 

I 

^                               CA.AIP   OLIVER,  I 

in  honor  of  Generrd  II.  K.  Oliver,  formerly  Adjutant-General  j 

of  ^Iassaehu:^eits,  and    since   tlie  war  M'ayor  of    Salem.     As  q 

Colonel  Upton  was  a  great  lover  of  psalmody,  he  niay  ho.ve  j 

adopted  the  name  of  'M'Jiiver"  in  honor  of  the  author  of  that  i 

exquisite  composition   knowii   as  -^Federal   Street,'^  composed  ^ 

under  the  inspiration  of  General  Oliver,  many  years  ago.  J 

But  all  the  regiment  did  not  remove  to   Camp  Oliver.     Col-  '^ 

onel  Upton  was   directed  to   leave  two  couipanies  at  the  Red  | 

house  camp.     Not  wisliing  to  designate  the  captains  to  remain,  J 

he  directed  a  dravring  by  lot,  and  the  lots   fell   upon   Captain  | 

Wagely  of  Com})any  G,  and    Captain  Denny  of  Com])atiy  K,  % 

the  latter,  as  senior,  being  in  command.  *       | 

The  new  encanipuicnt  at  I'ed  house  was  named   Can;p  U|v  J 

ton,    and    at   night   a    detachment    of   t^venty    cavalry,    under  | 

command  of  a  sergeant,   re})orted   for   duty.     The   next  day,  I 

the   Twenty-seventh    Massacimsetts  Yobinteers   at   Bachellor's  i% 

\                      creek,  guarding  our  right  iiank,  and  the   Seventeenth  Massa-  | 

\                      chusetts  Volunteers  at  the  Jackson   house  on  the  Trent  road,  I 

i     .                  guarding  our  left  flank,  were  removed,  so  that  our  little   force  | 

of  two  companies  of  in.fautry  and  twenty  horse,  was  left  thir-  I 

teen   miles    from    tlie    main   body,    and    in    a    position    easily  I 

flanked.  | 

Tlie  same  day  the  viileties  reported  the  enemy  j-econnoitering  j 

the  position.     The   meagerness  of  the  force  0!i  duty  could  not  •  j 

be  concealed,  as  citizens  were  possessed  of  the  fact,  and  could  \ 
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I 

'i  easily  communicate  Vv'itli  the  enemy.     The  troops  were  vigilant, 

I  and    those    in    camp   lay  on   their    arms    at  night,  ready  for 

J  instant  duty. 

■^"  Two  couriers  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  were  sent  to 

i  brigade  head-quai'tcrs  through  Colonel  Upton,  giving  informa- 

I  tiou  of  the   position   in  which  the  detachment  was    left,   and 

I'  asking  to  be  removed  to  a  more  tenable  point,  or  to  be   rein- 

\  forced  ;  but  brigade  head-quarters  had  no  time  to  attend  to  so 

small  a   matter.      During   the  time  the  detachment  was  thus 

exposed,  nearly  all  the   men  and   all  the  officers  were  on  duty 

J  night  and  day.     Finally,  a  message  was  sent  directly  to  Gen- 

I  eral  Foster  whicli  was  received  by  him  at  ten  o'clock,  r.M.,  and 

I  in   less    than  an    hour,  Lieutenant-Colonel   John    i\Iix    and   a 

I  squadron  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  was  on  the  miarch 

f  to  Camp  Upton,  reaching  it  at  two  o'clock,  a.  m.     General 

I  Foster  expressed  surprise  that  the  detachment  was  left  at  the 

I  Red  house  after  the  flankirig  supports  were  withdrawn. 

I  The  next  day  at  noon  orders  were  received  to  remove  to  the 

\  Trent  road,  where,  at  the  Jackson  house,  camp  was  formed, 


a 


r  known  as 

t 


CAMP   SPRAGUE. 


I  "vlix   v.wd  his   cavalry  reniained,  occupying  a  iieid   upon  th^e 

I  other  side  of  tlic  road,  and  near  the  infantry  camp. 

r  Here  the  detacliment  remained,  guarding   the   roads  for  a 

i  mile  ami  a   half  l)eyond,  until  July  8th,  when   a  remove  was 

made  two  miles  nearer  New  Berne,  camp  being  established  at 

the   Harrison  farm,  where  the  companies  were  located  very 

pkasantly  until  August  L'lst,  Avhen  it  rejoined  the   regiment  at 

Camp  Oliver.* 


special  Onlr-rs,  ) 


♦Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Recjiment  IMassachusctts  Vohiliteers. 
Cauip  Oliver,  ypw  E<^ri2e,  X.  C,  Augu>t  'Ji'th,  "lStj2. 


Pursuant  to  or<lors  from  Urigailc  Hcadiiiuuiers,  Conipanies  A  and  C 
^^•ill  pr.H-ectl  to-morrow  niorniu'::;  at  fivo  o'clock,  x.  m.,  to  U.irrison's  jilai-e,  to  relieve  Companies 
<;  aiij  K  uou-  QU  duty  thcio,  wlso  will   rcruru   tu  tUi^   cajnp.     The  tents  of   all  will    be   left 
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A     CONFEDERATE    TISITOR. 

For  those  upon  outpost  dury,  the  reception  of  flags  of  truce 
furnished  exciting  incidents  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  camp  life. 

During  our  first  tour  of  picket  duty,  such  *'  flags  "  were 
frequently  received.  On  the  8th  of  June,  a  flag  came  to  our 
lines  in  charge  of  Captain  Tucker,  of  the  Forty-first  North 
Carolina  Cavalry.  Going  to  town  and  transacting  his  business 
vrith  the  commanding  general,  he  returned,  and  remained  Y\-ith 
us  during  the  night,  sleeping  in  the  same  room  witli  the  writer, 
at  the  Jackson  house. 

Captain  Tucker  was  a  good  specimen  of  the  better  class  of 
Southern  people.  Befoie  the  war  he  was  a  merchant  in 
Ealeigh.  He  was  liberally  educated,  gentlemraily  in  deport- 
ment, and  we  noticed  that  he  declined  all  invitations  to  indulge 
the  social  glass,  though  he  said  he  vrould  give  a  fabulous 
amount  of  Confederate  j»aper  if  he  could  provide  such  a 
"  mess "  as  we  enjoyed.  Upon  retiring  at  night,  after  our 
visitor  h.ad  reverently  gone  through  with  his  devotions,  we 
had  a  long  "  talk ''  upon  public  affairs.  Of  course  we  could 
not  agree,  and  yet  neither  employed  language  that  was  person- 
ally oiTensive.  He  was  one  of  many  otliers,  Union  at  first  — 
but  compelled  to  ''  MWw  his  Staie."  Tiicre'was  no  National 
Government   to    command    respect — no    supreme    law    of    the 


standintr-     2>o  fixture-s  or  improvjUionis  will  be  taken  from  Die  tent;;  of  either  oonipany,  ?o 
tliat  ■when  tlie  companies  return  to  their  respective  quarters,  oil  -\vill  be  found  as  they  leave  it. 

By  oi-der  of 

Lieuteiiaiit-Coloiiel  Si'EAGUt\.   Co7u manding. 
"^E.  A.  H-VUKNESS,  Adjutant. 


*  Headquarters  IVenty-fifth  Regiment  ila^-sachusetts  Volunteers. 

Camp  Oliver,  New  Berne,  September  22ud,  18G2. 
Speri;tl  Orders.  \ 
lio.M.       '  ] 

C')inpr»ni'»;s  B  and  I  will  mar'-h  .it  six  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow,  to 
relieve  Comparaes  A  and  C,  no'vv  at  Jf.irrisnu's  ;  the  latter  ci.jiii);ini-,s  wiii  return  at  once 
to  xh\<  ramp.  They  will  take  all  ean-p  t'qiiipaje,  etc.  Transpoit-.ttion  will  bo  furni.shed  at 
tiv>.'  o'clock,  K.  M. 

By  order  of 

JSIajur  JosiAH  FiCKKxr. 
K.  A.  iru;KN-ss,  Adjaiani 
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land  —  no  Constitutional  obligations:  it  was  simply  —  the  State! 
What  a  fallacy  was  here  !  That  contained  the  gist  of  all  this  . 
trouble.  Shall  it  be  State  sovereignty  or  national  supremacy  ? 
That  was  the  question,  and  we  might  have  talked  about  it  until 
wc  were  talked  to  death,  and  then  the  question  could  only 
be  disposed  of,  through  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword  and 
bayonet. 

The  next  rnornirig,  [June  9th]  after  a  v/liolesome  breakfast 
and  many  shakes  of  the  hand,  he  left  us  for  poor  deluded 
Dixie.     In  spite  of  all  his  obstinacy  about  secession,  lie  was  a  \ 

good  fellow,  and  we  heartily  wished  he  might  live  to  see  his  \ 

error.  i 

ET    CETERAS.  '     j 

I 

On  the  evening  of  June  11th,  as  we  find  fully  recorded  in  "j 

'our  diary,  our  camp  was  enlivened  by  an  impromptu  musical  ■  j 

soiree,  consisting  of    a   performance  upon  one  instrument,  an    V. ;  ,.  | 

accordeon,   under   the   skilled'  fingers  of  Corporal  "Wilson  of  ■    } 

Conqxmy  G,  and  some  vocal  music,  furnished  by  the  Germanic 
talent  of  that  company.  ^b  {■.-;■■¥-.•  ,>..^i:r:  '■■■^     .     ■    "  . 

Occasionally  our  pickets  exchanged  fire  w^ith  some  of  the 
enemy  prosvliog  about  our  lines,  and  several  reconnoissances 
aiid  scouting  j)arties  relieved  the  monotony  of  outpost  duty. 
On  the  17th  June,  a  detail  of  thirty  men  of  Company  K,  and 
twenty  of  Company  G,  under  Lieutenant  Harrington,  marched 
to  Tuscarora  to  protect  a  party  engaged  in  taking  measure-  \  ' 
meats  for  a  new  railway  bridge.  The  enemy's  pickets  were 
driven  in  and  the  object  attained. 

Our  readers  have  heard  of  "  clay  eaters  "  in  the  South, 
a  liabit  that  is  folio vved  only  by  a  class  of  the  '^  while  trash," 
so  far  as  our  observation  extends.  This  class  is  known  as 
''  dirt  caters  " — if  they  lived  at  the  North,  they  nn'ght  be 
■inuJ'sUh^  but,  in  North  Carolina,  tliey  form  a  part  of  the 
mucli  boasted  chivalry.  From  early  childhood,  tlie  devotees 
to   tills   dirt-eating   hal»it,  have   been    its   slaves,   for,    strange 
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as  it  may  seem,  it  becomes  sucli  a  habit ^  that  it  cannot  be 
conquered.  Tiiose  who  practice  eating  clay  have  a  sallow, 
sickly  complexion.  One  of  this,  class  may  be  easily  detected 
by  his  general  appearance.  This  practice,  however,  is  not  so 
prevalent,  as  that  of  "dipping  snuff,"  which,  in  some  parts 
of  the  Soutii,  is  almost  universal. 

On  the  5th  day  of  June,  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts 
Yolunteers  had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  Pactolus 
road,  on  Tranter's  creek,  some  twelve  miles  above  Washington, 
N.  C.  A .  considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  under  Colonel 
Singletary,  had  gathered  in  that  vicinity,  and,  an  attack  upon 
th.em  beinrr  contenij^lated,  \^\\q  Twenty-fourtli  Massachusetts  was 
concentrated  at  Washington.  On  Thursday  morning,  June  5th, 
the  force  designed  for  the  attack  moved  out  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Francis  A.  Osborn,  consisting  of  the 
Twenty-fourtli  Massachusetts,  Company  I  of  the  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  Captain  Jocknick,  and  a  detachment  of  How- 
ard's Marine  Artillery.  The  gunboat  Picket  proceeded  up  Tar 
river,  shelling  the  woods.  Reaching  the  position  held  by  the 
enemy,  skirmishers  moved  forward,  after  which,  three  compa- 
nies of  infantry  joined  the  artillery  in  a  well  directed  fire  upon 
the  enemy.  A  charge  wf.s  ordered  and  gallantly  made,  when 
tlie  enemy  lied  down  the  creek  and  vanished  through  the 
woods,  leaving  three  of  their  dead  behind,  and  also  a  large 
quantity  of  camp  equipage.  The  Tv/enty-fourth  Massachusetts 
lost  six  killed  and  eight  wounded,  among  the  latter  were 
Captain  Redding  and  Lieutenant  Jarves  of  Company  A.  The 
Marine  Artillery  lost  Wm.  PL  Moore,  Captain  of  Gun,  killed, 
and  three  wounded.     The  action  lasted  forty-five  minutes. 

Eaj'ly  in  July,  [1862]  a  heavy  blow  fell  upon  tlie  army  in 
North  Carolina,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Brigades,  under  Generals  Reno  and  Parke,  to  Yirgiuia.  These 
troops,  among  whom  were  the  Twenty-first  Massachusetts, 
Ninth  and  Fifty-first  New  York  and  Fifty-iirst  Pennsylvania 
Yolunteers,   had   performed   eificien.t  service,  and   their  going 
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left  many  sad  hearts  behind.  About  the  middle  of  July, 
General  Burnside  closed  his  honored  connection  with  the 
service  in  the  old  North  State,  and  went  to  Virginia,  leaving 
General  Foster  in  command  of  the  District  of  North  Carolina. 
This  change  left  us  with  only  about  live  thousand  foot  and  one 
tliousand  horse  with  which  to  hold  our  possessions,  compelling 
a  contraction  of  our  lines  and  inactivity  for  some  months.  The 
territory  held  by  the  Federal  troops  covered  an  area  of  at  least 
six  hundred  miles. 

ATTACK    -  UPON      WASHINGTON,      N.       C.'       . 

Early  in  the  morning  of  September  6th,  [186!?]  our  garrison 
of  eleven  companies  and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  including  two 
companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Yolunteers,  was 
I  surprised  by  the  sudden  and  unannounced  appearance  of  tlie 

enemy,  within  the  very  limits  of  the  town.  The  outlying 
pickets  neither  heard  or  savv*  an  approaching  enemy.  The 
pickets  are  the  protectors  of  the  main  army.  If  the  pickets 
allow  their  vigilance  to  slumber,  all  is  lost.  It  is  like  raising 
the  water-gate  of  a  mill-pond.  The  water  rushes  out.  At 
Washington  the  pickets  left  the  gate  open.  The  enemy  rushed 
in,  and  nobody  cried :  *'•  who  goes  there  ?  " 

A  garrison  surprised  is  a  garrison  confused-— there  are  no 
orders — there  is  for  a  time  no  head.  Every  man  catciies 
wliatever  d-fjfensive  weapon  is  nearest  at  liand  and  swings  ou.t 
rigiit  and  left.  For  a  tinie,  the  movements  are  aimless.  The 
soldier  runs  hither  and  thither  —  he  is  joined  by  the  frightened 
women  and  cliildren,  by  those  who  can  only  impede  and  add  to 
tlie  confusion  and  disorder.  Tlie  enemy  ride  furiously  into  the 
town  — down  this  street,  and  up  the  other.  As  they  ride,  they 
fire — ^they  strike  quick  blows  with  their  sabres,  they  catch 
fleeing  men  by  the  hair,  cut  their  throats,  leaving  them  welter- 
ing in  tlieir  blood.  They  ride  over  the  wounded,  who  groan, 
struggle  and  die.  There  is  no  mercy.  It  is  horrible.  It  was 
horrible   in    Wasliington    that   morning.      Soldiers   fired    upon 
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eacli  other,  and   that,  in  war,  is  right.     It   is  better  if  they 
wound  or  kill  when  they  fire  upon  each  other.     That  is  duty. 

But  the  enemy  cut  down  unarmed,  inoffensive  men  —  murdered  | 

them  in  cold  blood.     Worse  than  that;  they  ruthlessly  killed  | 

the  innocent  babe  at  the  breast,  and  the  mother  who  tried  to  I 

defend  her  babe.     That  was  horrible  and  inexcusable.  | 

The  morning  was  foggy,  and  the  enemy  took  advantage  of  | 
the  fog,  in  stealing  in  without  being  seen  by  the  pickets.     After 
the  first  panic  was  over  and  our  troops  began  to  concentrate, 
there   Avas    some    sharp    fighting.       Washington    was   at    last 
aroused,    and   liroTe   leaders   appeared.       At   length    the    fog 

gave   way   for   the   smoke,  and    then   the   two   gunboats,  the  | 

Picket   and    Louuiana    joined    in   the    defence.       It    became  | 

decidedly  too  hot  for  the  intruders,  and  so,  without  standing  | 

upon  the  formalities  of  leave-taking,  they  rode  away.     There  | 

v/as    left    in    the    tovrn   an   astonished   irarrison  —  dead    men,  | 

women  and  children.  I 

During  their  brief  stay,  the  enemy  performed  many  acts  of-  | 

cruelty.     In  one  instance,  some  of  the  rebels  seized  a  citizen  | 

and  were  dragging  him  away  as  a  conscript.     The  wife,  with  a  | 

young  child  in  her  arms,  rushed  out  and  begged  them  not  to  i 

take  away  her  husband:  a  demon  let  his  sabre  crash  upon,  her  ^ 

skull,  splitting  her  head  in  two  parts,  while  another  shoftlie  | 

innocent  babe  through  the  heart.  :| 

In  this  onslaught  the  enemy  lost  thirty-three  killed  and  one  | 

liundred  wounded.     Our  loss  was  eight  killed   and  thirty-six  | 

wounded.     We  also  lost  four   guns.     During  the   action,  the  | 

gunboat  Picket  was  blown  up  by  the  explosion  of  her  maga-  | 

zine.      By    this   accident,    nineteen    of    those    on    board    were  | 

killed.      Captain  Thomas  O'Neill  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massa-  | 

chusetts,  hap[>ened  to  1)0  in  Vrashingtou  for  a  few  days  at  the  ^ 

tiine  of  this  attack,  and  went  into  the  fight  in  dead  earnest.  J 

Mq  had.  several  narrow  escapes,  and  perfornied  some  gallant  | 

deeds  of  heroism.  -  I 
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NATAL       EXPEDITION. 


Aq  expedition  commanded  by  Captain  Fliisscr  of  the  navy, 
consisting  of   tliree   gunboats,  the   Commodore  Perr//,  Captain 
I  Fiusser ;     Ceres,    Captain    McDiarmid,    and    the    Shaivsheen, 

Captain    Woodwardj   with    one    company    of   the    Ninth   Ne\v 
t^  York  Volunteers,    Captain   Hammell,  ^vent   up  the    Roanoke 

:  river  [July  9th,  1862]  as  far  as  Hamilton.     At  Y\liliamston 

k  thev  broke  the  barricade  of  the  river  and  found  the  enemy 

If  ambushed.     A  warm  engagement  ensued.     The  rebel  steamer 

^  Wiho7i  came  down  and  commenced  firing.     A  shell  from  the 

^  Ceres   cleared   her    decks.      The    Wilson   was  captured.      At 

P  Hamilton    the   rebel    fortification  was    captured    ?fter  a  short 

I  figlit.     Of  our  force  in  this  affair,  two  were  killed  and  twelve 

&^;  wounded. 

BEAUFORT,      N.      C.       '' 

I  During  July  of  18G2,  the  writer,  sufl'ering  from  malarial 

I  fever,  was   permitted   by   General   Foster  to  go  to   Beaufort, 

^'  N.  C,  with  the  belief  that  a  kw  days  of  rest  in  that  sca-<2:irt 

I  town    would    complete    a    restoration    to    health.        Sergeant 

I  Edward   T.   Eaymond    [afterwards  promoted  First-Lieutenant 

f  and    Captain   in   the    Thirtj'-sixth    Massachusetts   Yolunteers] 

I  who  had  h-een  quite  sick,  but  was  then  convalescent,  accom- 

'"  paniiMi  h.im,  and  ]x»th  took  quarters  at  the  substantial  hostelry 

I"  which   was  at  that  time  very  liberally  patronized  by  seekers 

I  lifter  liealth  and  pleasure. 

I      .  To  give  some  definite  idea  how  soldiers  fared  and  suffered 

f  when  on  "  sick  leave,"  Ave  give  the  supper  bill  of  fare  at  our 

J  taU.e  d' ]>ote :    fried    soft   craV)S  ;    mullet;    oysters;    fried   and 

[  baked  fluunders  ;  beefsteak  ;  broiled  chicken  ;  biscuits  :  bread 

I  and  butter  ;  honey  ;  tea  and  coffee,  and  ice-water.     Upon  that 

bill  of   fare   At:;    made  a  tolerable  repast,  and   remarked   that 
he  folt  better. 

From  uur  diary  we  take  an  account  of  the  General  Hospital, 
located  at  Beaufort,  and  where  nmny  of  our  sick  soldiers  were 
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sent,     [We  give  the  excerpt  just  as  it  was  Vvritten   at   the 
time.] 

"  I  visited  the  General  Hospital  this  morning.  The  building 
occupied  was  fornierly  a  very  large  hotel,  erected  upon  piles,  over 
the  water  — has  spacious  porticos  and  is  finely  located.  The  hospital 
seems  to  he  well  managed,  and  the  sick  have  every  possible  attention 
from  the  surgeons  and  attendants.  Dr.  U})ham,  a  ^lassacliusetts 
-man,  is  in  charge.  Tiiere  are  three  hundrcl  and  twenty-tive 
patients.  ■  I  have  exarnined  every  ]tart  of  the  hospital,  conversed 
with  the  surgeons,  patients  and  attendants,  and  iind  everything  as 
pleasant  and  satisfactory  as  possible.  General  Foster,  who  has 
always  a  fathedy  care  for  i\\Q  sick  soldiers,  has  givi-n  his  per^onal 
attention  to  the  matter  of  rations,  and  the  patients  are  now  provided 
good,  nourisliing  food.  A  week  ago,  a  dozen  Sistei-s  of  IVFercy  carae 
here  to  nurse  the  sick.  They  devote  tlieraselves  to  all,  not  being 
limited  to  those  of  their  own  faith,  Tiiey  are  doing  a  great  work. 
Their  wish  seems  to  be  law.  and  all  their  directions  for  the  comfort  of 
the  sick  are  observed.  Our  soldiers  express  gruiituJe  to  these 
Sisters,  closely  veiled,  moving  about  among  the  sick.  A  priest  may 
bo  seen,  at  all  hours,  sitting  by  the  d\ing  bed-^^  of  those  of  his 
*  persuasion.'  There  is  not  a  Protestant  nnnister  to  Ih'.  had  either  to 
attend  tlie  dying  Protestant  soldier  or  give  him  Christian  burial, 
ISInny  of  the  mien  have  spoken  to  me  of  this  want  of  religious  care. 
A  meml>er  of  the  jMass.-ichusetts  T\Yeiit3--f:fth,  deiaiiod  for  duty  here, 
is  dGlr}g  a  great  f! mount  of  good.  [I  Vv'ish  noic,  that  1  \vm\  Ids 
nam^\]  He  is  a  Christian  man,  and  told  me  that  if  a  Protestant 
clergyman  could  not  be  had,  he  would  himself  perfurm  the  bui'ial 
service  over  the  Protestant  dead.  1  advised  him  to  do  so.  A  v,  ide 
field  is  here  open  for  Protestant  Christians,  and,  1  presume,  vlil 
sometime  be  occupied." 

A  lai'ge  nuniber  of  the  Tweiily-fifth  Massachusetts  were  in 
this  hospital,  among*  wlioni  was  Jolm  B.  Moultoii  of  Company 
K,  [now  in  the  Post-office  Do}vartment,  ^Vashington,  I).  C] 
whose  miraculous  cure  from  severe  sickness,  by  Surgeon  Eicc, 
testifies  to  skill  in  his  profession,  arid  his  zeal  in  applying  the 
njmedies  and  watching  over  a  patient  given  up  to  die. 
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!  '  TRENTON    AGAIX. 

I 

^  July  2ot]i,  the  Massacliusetts  Twenty-fifth,  under  command 

I  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spragae,  joined  by  companies  G  and  K. 

!  then  on  outpost  duty,  nnited  witii  tlie  Twenty-seventh  ^lassa- 

I  chiisetts  and  Belger's  Battery,  all  under  Colonel  H.  C.  Lee, 

I  upon  an  expedition  to  Trenton.      After  passing  ''  Deep  gnlly," 

I  Captain  ^loulton,  with  Company  li,  went  forward  as  advance 

I  guard.   Lieutenant   Forbes   having  command   of   the   flankers. 

I  The   enemy    retired    as    our   column    advanced,    and,    at    the 

J'  "  Kinston  fork,"  companies  H  and  1  were  stationed  to  hold  the 

I  position.     At  the  bridge  the   column  halted  long  enough   to 

'?  extirigiiish    tlie    fire    (for    it   was   in    flames)    and    to   repair 
damage,  vrlien  all  crossed  over.     Beyond  Trenton  our  cavalry 

[  charged  upon  the  enemy,  wdio  retreated.     The  next  day  the 

I  force  returned   to  New   Berne.     During   this   movement,    the 

*  ^Seventeenth  JMassachusetts  held  the  south  side  of   the  Trent 

river. 

I 

t,  BAND     DISCHARGED  —  VARIOUS    MARCHES,     ETC. 

I  On  the  6th  of  August,  a  reconnoissance  in  force,  the  Twenty- 

^  fifth  Massachusetts  being  in  tlie  column,  marched  beyond  our 

\  lines.     The  two  companies  at  the  outpost  of  tlie  Trent,  road, 

advanced  jsosition  to  Deep  gully.     The  expeditio*i  returned  the 

next  day,  and  the  detachment  returned  to  Harrison's  farm. 

August    oOrh,  the  regimental  band,  under  the  lead  of  \Vm. 

1^  E.   (Jilmore,  of   Pnwtucket,  II.   L,  vras   discharged   by   orders 

iVum   the   VV^ar    De}iartment.      The   band  of   the    Twenty-fifth 

I  Mas>achiusetts  had  achieved  a  most  enviable  inu-ical  reputation, 

I  and    had    come    to   be   considered    as   really   an    integrant    of 

I  ihe   regiment.     The    raanaii'ement  of   Mr.   Gilmore    had   been 

I  eminently    successful.      [Wm.    E.    Gilmore    died    suddenly   in 

I  IVtwtucket,  II.  L,   May    ord,   1870.]     Under  tlie   new  order 

eoricrning    bands,  each    brigade   was    allowed    to    have   one, 

bin.    the  regiments  were   compelled   to    conflne    themselves    to 

ihe  Miare-drum  and  life. 
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September  7th,  three  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts, D,  r  and  K,  morched  to  a  point  upon  the  Trent  road, 
above  tlic  Harrison  ffirin,  and  there  took  a  position  for  the 
purpose  of  surprising  a  force  of  the  enemy  expected  that  night. 
The  grounds  of  suspicion  that  the  enemy  would  appear,  arc 
unknowii.  As  a  matter  of  course,  we  saw  nothing  of  the 
Confederates,  and  in  the  morning  returned  to  camp.  Only  if 
they  had  come,  Avhat  a  tumbling  into  the  trap  arranged  for 
them  !  and  by  the  non-appearance,  wliat  a  chance  for  glory 
was  lost ! 

September  15th,  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  Major  Pick- 
ett in  commarui,  embarked  npou  tlie  steamers  Ocean  Wave  and 
Patux^mt ;  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and  Tenth  Connect- 
icut A^olunteers  embarked  upon  other  steamers,  moved  dov/ri 
the  river,  across  Pandico  sound,  passed  Eoanoke  island  into 
Albemarle  sound,  and  up  the  lloanoke  river  to  Plymouth. 
The  expedition  was  under  command  of  Colonel  Upton. 

"  How  much  like  home,"  was  the  general  exclamation,  as, 
plougdiing  through  the  waters  of  the  beautiful  Albemarle,  we 
looked  upon  the  northern  shore,  and  observed  a  landscape 
scenery  that  is  certainly  unsurpassed  in  any  other  portion  of 
eastern  Xorih  Caroli'.:a.  Groves  of  noble  trees,  extensive 
forests,  beautiful  iiclds  capable  of  bearing  the  richest  products 
that  man  demands.  Occasionally,  the  fish  houses  along  the 
shore,  wyon  either  side,  indicate  the  mines  of  wealth  contained 
in  those  waters,  which,  properly  developed,  would  enrich  tiie 
people  of  this  section  of  the  country.  But  these  fields  and 
fisheries  were  not  cultivated  and  improved.  The  people,  like 
those  of  many  other  sections  of  tlic  Southern  country,  were 
satisfied  to  live  from  liand  to  mouth,  taking  little  thouglit  for 
any  provision  for  a  rainy  day,  and  not  over  anxious  to  leave  a 
fortune,  or  any  part  of  one,  to  their  heirs.  Of  course  it  is 
understood  that  there  is  not  that  necessity  for  labor  and 
undying  exertion  that  vre  fiiid  in  tlio  colder  and  more  sterile 
States  of  the  North  and  West,     A  verv  little  clothirig  sutfices 
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to  protect  the  bod}'  from  the  chilly  winds  of  winter,  and  a  rude 
hut,  or  a  cheap  wooden  house,  is  all  lliat  is  required  as  a 
shelter  from  the  storms,  wliile  the  earth  yields  a  suilicient 
crop  with  little  if  any  labor,  aside  from  planting  the  seed,  to 
furnish  all  the  cereals  and  esculent  roots,  required  for  satisfac- 
tion of  nature's  wants.  The  woods  are  full  of  game  easily 
obtained,  and  the  waters  are  fdled  v/ith  finny  and  bivalve 
treasures,  yielding  readilj'  to  the  fish-gig,  liook  or  seine. 
Added  to  this,  we  find  the  natural  effect  of  the  climate 
produces  an  inertia,  affecting  all  classes  alike,  so  that  an 
active  man  from  a  colder  region,  will,  under  the  climatic 
influences,  soon  become  as  lazy,  indolent  and  slothfol  as  tliose 
native  and  to  the  manor  born. 

A  gentleman  ^\-ho  was  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  a  few 
years  since,  told  us  of  efforts  raadc  to  get  the  natives  in  the 
region  of  the  Gold  coast,  to  enricli  theniselves  by  commerce 
and  the  productions  of  their  labor.  The  incident  is  worth 
stating  here,  because  it  furnishes  a  similiinde  of  what  we  are 
trying  to  descrii)e  about  the  southern  section  of  our  co'.mtry. 
I  After  slavery  wns  abolished,  and  the  slave  trade  interdicted  by 

i  the  British   Government,  the  missionaries  connected  with  the 

\  Vv^cslevaii  Mission  station  on  the  Gold  coast  of  Africa,  observ- 

f  ing  the  indolence  of  tlie  natives,  determined  to  shovr  tlicm  wliat 

I  a  little  industry  and  Oiicrgy  could  do,  hoping  they  might  profit 

I  by  the  example,  get  for  themselves  riches  and  add  something  to 

the  cohiuiercc  of  the  world.  With  tliis  laudable  purpose  \n 
vicvr,  the  missionaries  leased  land  in  a  most  beautiful  and 
fertile  va.lley  on  Sweet  river,  and  engaged  earnestly  in  culti- 
vating the  soil.  Here,  with  some  labor  of  their  own,  and  such 
native  Ijolp  as  they  could  hire,  they  soon  obtained  large  crops 
of  cotton,  sugar,  indigo,  spices  and  tropical  fruits  in  plenteous 
variety.  When  their  crops  were  ready  for  the  harvest,  they 
irixited  the  chiefs  and  their  clans  to  come  and  sec  what  had 
been  accomplished.  The  missionaries  descanted  upon  the 
richness    of    the    soil,   how    casv    it   was    to    obtain    valuable 
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rewards  for  a  little  labor,  how,  by  their  industry,  they  might 
make  their  ports  great  depots  of  commerce,  exporting  their 
productions,  and,  in  return,  receiving  th.e  products  of  other 
countries,  and  gold  for  their  enrich.ment.  The  chiefs  and  their 
folloAvers  went  olf  and  considered  the  matter,  and  returned, 
Avliereupon,  one  of  their  iiumber  made  known  the  decision  in 
about  these  words:- — "  Ph?utee  chop  grovf  for  we  country,  no 
want  noilin  —  plentee  warm,  plcniee  game — pluntee  everything! 
White  nran,  he  work,  we  no  work  !  "  And  that  A\-as  the  end  of 
that  missionary  enterprise  on  Sweet  river  —  the  farm  ran  out, 
and  its  cultivated  fields  and  luxurious  crops  are  .no  longer 
seen.  The  fact  is,  m.au  won't  work,  if  he  can  live  comfort- 
ably, as  he  reckons  comlbrt,  v/itliout  it.  That  remark  Isolds 
good  in  all  the  southern  States,  as  well  as  on  the  Gold  coast 
of  Africa. 

As  we  digressed,  our  exjicdition  reached  Plymouth.  It  was 
late  at  night  v/lien  vre  arrived  tjiere,  and  early  in  the  morning 
\vhen  we  left,  upon  the  return  to  Xew  iierne.  The  intention 
was  to  attack  tlie  enemy  at  JJainiiton,  but  learriing  their  force 
and  strength  of  position  fron)  the  most  reliable  autliority,  and 
that  probablj',  if  we  went,  we  would  not  stand  much  upon  the 
ord'jr  of  coming  back,  it  vras  thoiiglit  by  Colonel  Upton  and 
otlier  commanding  ofiicers,  that  we  had  better  not.  And  we 
didn't.  '  I 

A.   steand'oat   excursion   of   live    li  and  red  miles  —  a  change  ,| 

from  camp  duties  —  better  appetites  and  more  life,  is  what  the  '^J 

regimeric  tiTiincd  in  those  few  da  vs.  j 

.  <_  .  <^ 

October  6th,   Company    H    went  on   picket  duty  near  tlie  | 

Bray  farm,  and   about  a  mile  from   Harrison's,  where   Camp  | 

*'  "Wellington  "  Avas  established,  a  name  selected  in  honor  of  a  | 

patriotic  citizen  of  Worcester.  '\ 

It  was  soon  after  the  expedition  to  Plymouth,  as  stated,  tlmt  i 

one  of  the  company  commanders  returiied  to  Camp  Oliver  from  ?j 

a   tour  of   duty  elsewhere,   and   was,  on    the  succeeding  day,  \ 

detaiird   as   oHicer    of   the   dav.     The   reu'imental    commander  \ 
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I                 intimated  to  him  that  he  would  like  to  see  aa  improvement  I 

f                  made  in  camp  guard  duty,  wliich  had  become  quite  too  tame  for         '         \ 
I                  endurance,  suggesting  that  the  sentinels  be  infused  with  a  little  i 

I                  more  energy,  especially  when  receiving  grand   rounds.      He  ■ 

1                  would  like  to  hear  grand  rounds  challenged  once  more  ;     "  I  .  * 

^  want  the  camp  tvaked  iip!^^  During  the  day,  the  sentinels  were 
.  \  instructed  tlioroughly  as  to  their  duty,  and,  a  little  after 
f"„  midnight,  having  secured,  as  sergeant  of  grand  rounds,  a 
1^  strong-voiced  sergeant  of  Company well,  not  to  be  per- 

sonal, of  Company  Q,  whose  roar  might  usually  be  heard  as 
,,k  far  off    as  general    headquarters    in   New   Berne,  the  officer 

^  of    the    day    started    on    the    rounds.      Sentinels    challenged 

||  promptly  and  with  animatiori,  and   the  sergeant  of  the  grand 

^€,  rounds  actually  yelled  his  answers.     The  camp  was  "  waked 

up,"  as  much  so,  as  if  the  "  long  roll  "  had  sounded  through 
the  midnight  air.  Cajjtains  and  lieutenants,  sergeants,  cor- 
porals and  privates  lifted  their  tent-flies,  and,  in  their  dtsliahilU', 
looked  out  in  wonderment.  The  Chaplain  awoke  from  his 
]tleasant  dreams  among  the  letters  for  home,  bearing  the  love 
%  of   the  regimental    rank    and    file,   looked    out — took   in    the 

f-  situation  and  returned  to  his  coucli. 

-^  The  Colonel  heai^d  the  grand  rounds  and  was  undoubtedly  well 

}tleased  with  tlie  execution  of  his  suggestions,  though  the  next 
day  lie  was  heartless  enough  to  intimate  that  Utat  sergeant 
had  a  little  too  much  voice  for  a  regimental  camp,  and  had 
better  be  employed  in  sending  messages  by  voice  telegra[)h 
(telephones  were  not  then  invented)  -to  Anderson's  camp 
across  the  Keuse. 

The  next  morning  the  retiring  officer  of  the  day  was  assailed 
on  all  sides  by  bis  brother  oilioers,  who  wanted  to  know  why 
iiieir  repose  should  be  disturbed  by  the  infernal  midnight 
rounds  ?  One  of  his  brother  officers,  whose  name  we  con- 
siderately conceal,  but  whose  quarters  were  very  near  the  left 
\\m\k  of  the  camp,  and  whose  midnight  discussion  of  philosophi- 
c:.il  and  theological  questions  oft  prevented  a  pro})er  amount  of 


136  TlVENTY-FIFTIl  MASSACHUSETTS. 

*^  nature's  sweet  restorer,"  was  truly  indignant,  and  thus  he 
gave  utterance  to  his  protest :  — 

"Mine  gracious  me!  Shust  you  look  here  and  giff  me  von  rea- 
sohn  for  dat  derrible  sckare  !  I  don'd  likes  it  pooty  veil  dot  I  giites 
oop  at  midnight  mit  dat  tani  noise  ov  dat  pig  sbargeut  ov  gurapany 
Q ;  he  shoods  puts  efryding  he  can  find  into  his  pig  mouff,  py  tarn! " 

DEATH   AND   BURIAL   OF   A    SOLDIER. 

Private  George  E.  Kent  of  Company  II,  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts, died  at  the  Eegimental  Hospital  in  New  Berne,  Octo- 
ber 10th,  1862.  Many  years  before  this,  when  the  dead  soldier 
was  a  prattling  Ijoy,  tlie  writer  knew  him  and. his  family.  We 
had  stood  by  the  bedsides  of  his  dying  father  and  an  older 
brother,  and  from  that  time  onward  we  had  watched  the 
growtli  and  development  of  George,  nntil  we  met  him  as  a 
private  in  Com[)fiiiy  IT.  In  seeking  material  for  this  history, 
Ave  requested  Sergeant  H.  Artliur  White  of  Company  II,  to 
w-rite  out  his  recollections  of  t'ne  death  and  burial  of  young 
Kent,  who  was  a  male  of  his  in  the  tovvn  of  tlieir  residence, 
Leicester.  We  give  the  letter  received  from  Sergeant  White, 
in  response  to  our  request :  — 

'•  Dear   Captain  :  — 

''  You  ask  me  to  tell  vou  something;  of  tlie  burial  of  youn^ 
Kent  of  my  company. 

"Tlie  funeral  procession  consisted  of  an  escort,  of  eight  men  nnder 
oonnnand  of  a  corporal,  preceding  a  hospital  wagon  bearing  the 
remains  of  the  young  soldier.  This  was  followed,  on  foot,  by  three 
monrners,  viz.:  Hospital  Chaplain  J.  Hill  Eouse,  yourself  and  the 
writer;  and  thus,  out  from  tiie  sliad-'d  streets  of  New  Berne,  out 
from  a  city  full  of  soldiers  and  surrounded  by  the  camps  of  thousands 
of  troops,  we  passed  on  alone  to  bury  our  dead.  We  can  never 
forget  the  sense  of  loiielimiss  tiiat  fdlcd  our  hearts,  as,  without  even 
the  tap  of  a  mnfrled  di-uin,  we  followed  that  boyish  form  to  its  eaily 
grave.     Hundreds  of   his  comrades   of   the   regiment   would    gladly 
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i  Lave  ilone  honor  to  his  memory  had  they  been  permitted,  and  away 

^  oft  in   his    Isew  EDaland    home,  in   old    Leicester,  our   native   town, 

I  hundreds  more  of  the  okl  and  voun^  would  have  crowded  about  his 

I  bier  to  express   the  sympathy  they  felt  for  his  widowed   mother  and 

I  only   sister,  and  do   honor    to    tlie    brave   young  soldier,  friend   and 

I  school-n:iate.     We  stood  by  his  open  grave  while  the  worthy  chaplain, 

I  [liin  ^eli    also   from    Leicester]    read   the    impressive   service   of  the 

I  F.pi^copal   churcii — •'•  Earth    to  earth  —  ashes  to  ashes."     And  then 

I  you  and  myself,  tenderly  dropped  into  his  grave,  the  little  green  sprig 

I  as  a  tribute  of  our  love.       As  we  stood  there,  I  seemed  to  see  his 

I  bricht  young  face,  as  wdien,  not  a  year  before,  he  marched  hy   my 

side  away  from  his  home  and  loved  ones,  scarcely  eighteen  years  old, 
the  voun?2rest  of  us  all-     How  vrell  1  remembered  his  look  of  dh^aj:^- 
1  ]>uinrment  when  he  learned  that  I  was  to  go  with  the  thirty  detailed 

.f  fioni   Company  II  to  make  the  first  landing  at  Roanoke  island,  and 

how  eagerly  he  asked  me  to  get  hira  permission  to  go  with  us.  A. 
f*n\  hours  later  we  raised  Ids  slender  form  out  of  the  water  of  the 
swamp,  he  being  prostrated  by  a  minie  ball  which  struck  him  in  the 
brea-t,  and  was  turned  from  its  deadly  course  by  striking  the  ramrod 
of  It  small  revolver  he  had  in  his  pocket.  A  few  weeks  later,  having 
refused  to  leave  his  place  in  the  ranks  and  go  to  the  hospital,  and  still 
'^uff'-ring  from  an  open  wound,  about  landing  at  Xew  Berne,  he 
V, Mijld  not  listen  to  advice  to  renuun  behind.  lie  insisted  upon 
L  i.'i;',  and  only  the  imperative  command  of  our  captain  compelled 
1  <\a  \i)  dfh-r  to  better  judgment,  and  then,  almost  broken  hearted,  he 
^.'i._Jit  the  shelter  of  the  bnggage  to  hide  lils  tears  of  disa[»point- 
111'  .ir.  Aad  there,  in  that  New  Berne  burial  place,  we  put  out  of 
d -'t  Olio  full  of  nobk^  ambition,  of  bright  hu[)es.  Ah  I  God  was 
tt  .-^liino-  us  bv  tliis  discipline  to  become  veterans,  tliat  we  might  look 
d,  I'll  in  tlie  face  and  say  witli  one  of  old  — '  Titough  He  sla>/  me, 
}    I  '\'d\  I  tru,5C  Ilim..' 

'  Nv'ith  the  usual  parting  salute  of  tliree  volleys,  we  turned  from 
^h-  ^;i;)t,  and  over  his  grave  was  inscribed  :  •  George  Emerson  Kent, 
'»  private  of  Company  U,  Twenty-fifth  ^Massachusetts  Yohmteers, 
d''  i  October  lOlh,  16G2,  at  New  Berne,  N.  C  It  was  a  simple 
f,-i"Mrd»- — the  deadi  record  of  one  brave  soldier  boy — but  how  that 
"'u;phi  record,  the  record  of  one  deatli,  caused  sorrow  to  many 
IS  , .     ..    . 
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thousrtnds  in  our  dear  native  land.  As  I  write  tliese  lines,  the 
memory  of  many  dear  forms,  of  the  faces  of  comrades  who  were 
dear  to  us,  who  sleep  in  known  or  unknown  graves,  crowd  upon 
me:  — 

"So  where'er  I  turn  my  eye, 
Eack  upon  the  days  gone  by, 
Saddening-  thouirhts  of  friends  come  o'er  me  — 
Friends  that  closed  their  course  before  me. 

Some  on  eartli  in  silen/e  wrought, 
And  their  graves  iu  silence  scaight; 
Bat  the  younger,  brighter  form«. 
Parsed  iu  battle  nud  in  storjvi." 
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?  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  SPRAGUE — COLONEL  UPTON  —  ARRIVAL  OF 
I  NINE  months'  REGLMENTS  —  TARBORO'  EXPEDITION  —  RAID 
%  OF      THE      ENE3IY  —  FLAGS       OF       TRUCE PETER      LAWSON 

%  AND      MAJOR      WHITFORD      ON      THE      SQUARE.    ' 

4 

I  <^^tr1^^  liRIXG    tlic   summer   and    early    autumn    of    1862,   a 

I  ^^Jfe' ';  ii^  number    of    regiments    were    raised    in    Massachusetts 

J  vL^.'i)    for    a    service    of    nine    months.     One    of    these    regi- 

I  ments,    designated    tlie    Fifty-lirst,   was    raised    in   Worcester 

I  County,  and    into  its  ranks  had   enlisted  a  large  number  of 

I  the  substantial  young  men  of   the   county.      For  some  time, 

I  indefinite  rumors  had  prevailed  in  and  about  Camp  Oliver,  that 

I  a  raid  was  to  be  made  upon  the  field  and  stall'  of  the  Tvrenty- 

*  fifth  Massachusetts,  to  furnisli  some,  at  least,  of  the  field  oflicers 

i  of  tlio   new  regiment.      It  was    not,   liovvever,  until    the    8th 

I  ol"    October,   that    it    became   known,  that   Lieutenant-Colonel 

Sprague  had  been  tendered,  by  Governor  Andrew,  the  Colonel- 
cy of  the  Fifty-first  ^lassachusetts,  and  that  he  liad  determined 
to  accept  that  commission,  thus  making  it  necessary  that  his 
connection  with  the  Twenty-fiftli  should  terminate.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sprague,  as  we  have  stated  in.  some  of  our  earliest 
pages,  was  the  first  mover  in  the  organization  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Regiment.  It  was  to  him  that  the  regiment  was  under 
obligation  for  the  Idea  of  a  Worcester  County  regiment  for 
assignment  to  coast  service,  and,  from  the  first  inception  of  the 
idea,  to  the  day  when  he  left  Camp  Oliver  to  assume  command 
of    the    Fifty-first    2^Iassachusetts,    his    best    ellbrts    had    been, 
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exerted  for  the  v.elfare  of  all  cuiiPccted  with  the  regiment. 
He  possessed  a  military  ardor  that  insjiired  witli  confidence  all 
associated  witli  liim.  On  the  evening  of  October  Sih,  by  the 
courtesy  of  Colonel  Upton,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Snrague  took 
command  of  the  Twenty-fifth  ^Massachusetts  at  dress  ]')arade, 
and  the  ceremony  was  more  than  usually  interesting,  ).)ecause  it 
was  known  that  this  was  the  last  a}>])earance  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  with  the  regiment.  After  the  usual  exercise,  when  the 
conmiissioned  officers  gathered  around  him,  lie  addressed  to 
them  some  feeling  farewell  remarks,  and  bade  them  all  an 
affectionate  adieu.  Adjutant  Harkness  also  appeared  with  the 
regiment  for  the  last  tinie,  he  having  :;^ignitled  his  acce[)tance 
of  ■  a  eommissioa  as  major  of  the  Fifty-first  Ala^:saciuisetts. 
Lieutenant  Harkness  possessed  remarkable  capacity  for  the 
position  of  adjutant,  and  was  so  well  posted  in  all  things 
relating  to  liis  ofhcial  duly,  thnt  he  was  aptly  designated  the 
"  Walking  Regulations."  There  was  a  general  expression  of 
regret  upon  ihe  loss  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  of  two 
such  officers.  After  tlie  dress  })arade.  Ijoth  officers  took  leave 
of  the  camp  and  started  for  Massachusetts. 

October  13th,  Lieutenant  Henry  McConville  was  appointed 
Adjutant,  and  ir  w^as  tlie  universal  seritimcnt  of  tlie  regiment 
that  a  more  woriliy  successor  of  Adjutant  Harkness  could  not 
have  been  lound. 

Octol'ter  liOth,  in  accordance  with  special  orders  No.  50, 
from  regirr.ental  headipiarters,  companies  G  and  K  again 
marched  to  the  Ifarriso])  farm  for  another  tour  of  jucket 
duty,  relieving  companies  B  and  1,  wliicli  returned  to  Camp. 
01i\er.  The  new  camp  at  HarriS'.)n's  was  named  Cam}) 
Harkness,  in  honor  of  the  late  Adjutant  of  the  ]'egiment. 

On  the  2Tth  of  October,  [ISC) 2]  Colonel  Edwin  Upton 
resigned  Ins  commission  on  accomit  of  continued  ill-heallh, 
which  incapacitated  him  for  field  service.  At  dress  parade 
of  the  regiment,  next  ])receding  iiie  movement  to  Tarboroy 
Colonel  Upton  annoiuiced  his  ijitention  to  leave  the  regiment. 
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f!  liavitiGf    Colonel    Upton's  mono  era  in,   studded    with   diamonds. 

T1)G  scabbard  was  made  of  silver  and  mounted  in  gold.  As  an 
expression  of  the  good  will  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  regiment, 
the  gift  was  treasured  by  the  Colonel  as  one  of  pricelcso  value. 
Major  Pickett  succeeded  to  tlic  command  of  the  Twentj-iifth 
Massachusetts.  He  was  immediately  commissioned  Colonel,  but 
by  some  mistake  in  the  direction  of  the  envelope,  or  the  blun- 
d(U"iug  of  some  distributing  post-office  clerk,  the  package  went 
down  to  Beaufort,  S,  C.  In  consequence  of  this  blunder,  there 
was  a  long  delay,  and  so,  for  a  considerable  time,  he  remained 
iu  couimand,  with  the  rank  of  Major. 

COLONEL  '  JOSLUI     PICKETT 

vras   born   in    Beverly,  Essex    county,  ^lass,,  Xovemlier   21st, 
I  lo:*:^,  and  received  only  the  ndvantfiges  of   a  common,  scliool 

1  education,    \vtdch,    added    to    a   natural    ability    and    industry 

I  in    iu)proving  opportunities  within    liis    reach,   fitted    him   for 

I  .    tlie  l)U-ine^s  of  liie.     He  chose  a  mechanical  occupation  from 

I      "         wliich  to  gain  a  livelihood,  following  il  with  pers(;verance  and, 
I  of  course,  witli  success,  until  tlie  opening  cannon  of  Sumter 

called  him  to  the  held.  AViicn  quite  young,  he  vras  inspired 
^villi  the  true  military  ardor,  and,  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  was 
an  cntliusiastic  mililiaman,  learning  the  art  of  war  at  su^ch 
limes  as  lie  could  be  spared  from  his  business,  little  thinking 
then,  tliat  what  he  was  spending  his  time  and  strength  to 
b-aru,  would  ever  be  useful  to  him  and  otliers  in  the  actual 
C'.ijiiiicts  of  a  lung  and  bloody  ^^'ar. 
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and  oflered  appropriate  farewell  remarks,  which  the  battalion  j 

lieard  with  sincere  resret.     During-  the  precedino-  summer,  the  i 

warrant  ofiicers  and  pri^■ates  of  the  Twenty-fifth  ^lassacliusetts,  f 

raised  amoug  tlienaselves  nearly  twelve  hundred  dollars,  wlrich  ! 

surn  was  expended  in  the  mannhicture  of  an  elegant  sword,  sash  i 

and  other  equipments,  which  were  presented  to  Colonel  Upton  \ 
in  the  name   of   the  donors,  after  his  resignation  and   return 

home.     The  swurd  was  one  of  the  finest  to  be  obtained,  its  hilt  f 
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lleiiioviiig  to  Worcester  in  1855,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Worcester  City  Guards,  thcD  a  noted  militarj  organization, 
commanded  by  Captain,  afterwards  Colonel  George  ET.  Ward 
of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Yolunteers.  In  June,  1859, 
Pickett  ^vas  elected  Second-Lientenant,  and  in  April,  18(31 , 
First-Lieutenant  of  the  Guards.  The  company,  at  the  first  call 
for  troops  in  April,  1861,  was,  unfortunately,  in  a  somewliat 
disorganized  condition,  but,  ovnng  to  the  prompt  and  patriotic 
action  of  Lieutenant  Pickett,  after  the  orders  of  Governor 
An.drew  Isad  been  received,  it  left  the  State,  Apivil  21st,  1861, 
under  connnand  of  Captain  A.  B-  P.  Sprague, .excellently  \N"ell 
officered,  tliorouglily  organized,  and  with  as  fine  a  body  of  men 
as  ever  entered  the  L^nited  States  service.  Tlie  Guards  were 
assigned  to  the  Third  Battalion  Rifles,  commanded  by  Major 
Charles  Dcvcns,  Jw^  and  were  stationed  at  Fort  IMcHenry,  ^Id., 
dui-ing  their  term  of  service.  Closing  that  service,  Gaptaiii 
Pickett  raised  Company  A  of  the  Twenty-tifih  Regiment,  as  ve 
;  have  seen,  was  promoted   i\Iajor,  ^March  20th,  1862,  connnis- 

sioned  Colonel,  October  Blst,  18G2,  mustered  out  of  tlie  United 
vStates  service,  January  10th,  1865,  and '"  bre vetted  Brigadier- 
General  United  States  Yolunteers,  to  date  from  June  Si'd, 
L^G-L  for  gallant  and  in eritorious  conduct  during  the  wai', 
es|>oeially  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,"  where  he  wa^ 
sc\erely  wounded.  After  (lie  war,  in  1SG5,  he  was  ap[»ointeil  | 
an  inspector  at  the  Boston  custom  house,  and,  in  1866,  was  | 
appointed  Post-Master  of  Worcester,  which  position  he  still  1 
iills.  We  cannot;  better  close  our  notice  of  Colonel  Pickett,  | 
than  by  adding  the  words  of  General  George  J.  Stannard,  tiiau  n 
\  whom,  no  one  belter  knows  tlie  cliaracter  of  the  Twenty-lirih         | 

\  ^lassachusetts    and   its   commander,  in   the    "Star   Brigade."         | 

I  General    Stannard,    in    a   letter   written    in    1867,    speak>    as         I 

^  follows:  —  '•  Ccdonel   Pickett   brought   the   regiment    (Twenty-         | 

';  iiflh   Massachusetts)    to   a   high   state   of    disci}»line,   and   was         | 

)  recognized  by  his  superiors  as  an  officer  of  excellent  judguicut.        | 

ruai-ked  ability  and  unipiestionod  bravery." 


h 


WEARTNG   THE  BLUE.  143 


ARRIVAL     OF     NINE 


I  On  the  27tli  October,  [18G2]  the  Forty-fourth  Eeginient  Mas- 

i  sachiisetts  Volunteer  Militia,  commanded  by  Colonel  Francis  L. 

J  Lee,  arrived  at  New  Berne,  having  left  Jloston,  in  the  steamer 

Merrimai\  on  the  23rd  of  October.  The  Forty-fourth  Regi- 
ment was  a  splendid  looking  body  of  men,  and,  upon  arrival  at 
New  Berne  went  into  camp  not  far  from  Camp  Oliver.  The 
next  day,  the  Third  Massacliusetts  .Yolunteer  Militia,  Colonel 
^  Silas  P.  Richmond,  a  battalion  raised  mostly  in  Plymouth  and 

J  Bristol  counties,  and  the  Fifth  ]\Iassachusetts  Yolunteer  i\Iilitia, 

Colonel  George  il.  Pioj-soLi,  a.  battalion  of  Essex  County, 
arrived  in  New  Berne,  tlie  latter  forming  a  camp  upon  a  field 
just  in  rear  of  Camp  Oliver, 

On  the  14th  and  loth  of  November,  the  Forty-third  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Militia,  Colonel  Charles  S,  Holbrook,  famil- 
iarly known  as  the  "  Boston  Tiger  Regiment ; "  the  Forty-flftii 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  ^lilitia,  Colonel  Charles  R.  Codman, 
a  Boston  regiment,  with  one  company  however,  from  Framing- 
ham,  and  one  from  Milton;  and  llie  Forty-sixth  ^lassachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia,  a  battalion  raised  in  Hampden  County,  and 
commanded  l>y  Colonel  George  Bowler,  [succeeded  in  January, 
18C3,  by  Colonel  Wiliiani  S.  Siiurtlelf]  reached  New  Berne 
atler  a  stormy  passage  from  Boston.  The  Fifiy-llrst  Massachu- 
sett-^  Volunteer  Militia,  Colonel  A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  reached 
New  Berne,  November  oOth,  and  went  into  barracks  on  tlie 
south  side  of  the  Trent  river. 

The  Eighth  ^Massacliu-etts  Volunteer  Militia,  emplmtically 
an  Essex  County  regiment,  but  havi'ig  one  company  from 
vSpringfield,  commanded  by  Colonel  Frederick  J.  Coftln, 
reached  New  Berne  at  tlie  time  of  the  ai-rival  of  the  Fifty- 
iirsi  ^Tassachusetts. 

The  Tliird,  Fifth  and  Forty-sixth  regiments  were  brigaded 
witli  the  Twcnty-tlfth  and  Twenty-seventh  regiments  under 
command    of    Colonel    Horace    C.    Lee   of   the    ^Massachusetts 
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Tweiitj-soventli.     [In  Jamsary,  1868,  tlie  Third  Mas=^achiisetts  j 

was  atiaclied  to  Jourdan's  Brigade],  .\ 

The  Tenth  Connecticat,  Twenty-third,  Twenty-fourth,  Eighth  »; 

and  Forty-fourth  ]\Ia?sachusetts  and  Fiftli  Rhode  Island  regi-  "i 

ments  formed  a  brigade  under  Colonel  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  ^] 

of  the  Tvrenty-fourth  Massachusetts.  J 

The   Seventeenth,  Twenty-third,   Forty-third,  Forty-fiftli  and  1 
Fifty-first  Massachusetts   Kogiments,  formed  a  brigade   under 

command  .of  Colonel  T.  J.  C.  Amory  of  the  Seventeenth  Massa-  4 

chusetts.                                  •  J 

TAREORO'    EXPEDITION.                    -  1 

October  8Utli  an  exprulition  left  New  Berne  under  coniijiand  1 

of  General  Foster.     There  moved  upon  this  march  nearly  all  3 

the  force  in  and  about  New  Berne,  leaving  four  companies  of-  •? 

the  Twenty-iifth  Massachusetts,  with  souie    cavalry,  alone    in  | 

their  glory,  j 

Colonel  Kurtz,  Provost  Marshal  of  the  city,  was  in  command  J 

tliere  as' senior  ofhcer.     When  the  Richmond  authorities  learned  | 

that  our  large  force  vvas  marcliing  on  Wiliiamston,  orders  were  | 

sent,  as  stated  by  the  Petersljurg  Express^  "  lo  all  our  available  \ 

forces  arouiid  Kinston  to  go  as  near  Nev;'  Borne  as  they  could  1 

'j:&^,.     \Ve  expect  stirring:;  news  from  that  direction/*  | 

We  shall  sec  hov  5iear  Kov:  jler-nc  tliC}'  tli^yu-ild  tlicy  could  get.  3 

The  for^'o  leaving  Iscv:  Berne  undei'  Geueral  Foster,  con\-  ^ 

])rised  tliC  brigades  of  Colonels  Lee,  .Amory  and  Stevenson  ;  :| 

Bvl^rers'  I'latterv,  Third  X<jw  York  Artillerv,  a  portion  of  the  I 

^Jarine  Artilleiw  and  two  srpiadroiis  of  the  TLiird  New  York  I 

Cavalry.      Tlie    infantiy  regiments    niaking    \[\-)    the    marching  I 

column,    were    the    Tentli    Connecticut,   Seventeenth,   Twenty-  | 

third,   Twenty-fourth   and    Twenty-fifth    ]\[;)ssachusetts    Yolun-  f 

teers   of   the    three    years'   troops,  and    the   Tliird,   Fifth    and  | 

Forty -fourtli    ^^lassachuseits    Regiments    of    tlie    nine    months'  t 

troops,  the  latter,  having  but  just  joined  the  service,  vrej'e  ^ 
little  used  to  tlie  hard>hi{»s  of  a  soldier's  life. 


^. 
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^1  .Daring   tins  expedition,  which   had    Rainbow  bluff  on  the  : 

1 1  Roanoke  river  as   its  objective  point,  tlie  Twenty-fifth   Massa-                '    | 

ii  .      chusetts  had  no  engagement  with   the  enemy,  but  the  cavali'V 

;,|  had  numerous  little  combats,  and  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Forty- 

ff  fourth  Massachusetts,  the  artillery  and   cavalry,  had  a  lively 

if  engagement  on  the  Sunday  after  moving,  the  enemy  losing  sixty  \ 

li  killed  and  wounded,  while  our  loss  was  ten  men.  !. 

'5  Colonel    Pickett    made  official  report  of  this  niarcli  to  the 

r^  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  as  follows: —  ; 

il  "Oil  the   morning  of  October  30th,  our  regiment  left  New  Berne  j 

S  on  board  the   transport    Highlander.     We  formed   part  of  an  expe-  j 

^  tliiion   under  General    Fo^^ter.     We  arrived  at  Washinfrton,  N.  C  on  i 

■p^  tlie   31st.     Oo   Sunday,  November  2d,  we  left   Washington,  passed 

:;f  thronah  V/iliiamston  and  Hamilton  towards  Tarboro'.     On  Wednes-  \ 

.?;  day    niglitj   the    5th,   v\e    bivouaced    within   ten    miles  of  Tarboro'.  ; 

%  Dui'ng    the    night,    General    Foster   having   learned    from   reliable  i 

i  sources  that  the  enemy  \v-ith  their  railroad  communication  open  and  t 

,t,  receiving  large  reinforcements,  were   strongly  posted  beliind  earth-  | 

'1  works  at  Tarboro',  changed  somewhat  his  intentions,  and  on   Thurs-  i 

^  day,  the   Gth,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Hamilton  ;  arriving  i 

;f  there    that    afternoon,   we    remained    over   night.     On    tlie    7th    we                    .  : 

P  marched  to  Williamston,  remaining  until   Sunday,  the  9th,  when  the  '. 

i  march  v;as  resumed,  reachiuir  Flvmouth  Monday  morning-   the  lOrJj  i 

'l  most   of    tlie    troops    embarking   that    day   for    New    Berne.      Tho  ! 

I  Twentv-fifth   and   Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  with  some  cavalrv  i 

were  left  to   protect  our  artillery  wdiich  was  awaiting  trausportanon  j 

to  New  Berne.     Six  companies  remain  tli.ere  at  this  date."  •  j" 

The  Twenty-fifth    Massachusetts    Regiment  remained  for  a  j 

considerable  time  in  Plymouth,  Colonel'  Pickett  being  in  com-  j 

J.  mand  of  the  place.     Ca[)tain  Parkhurst  was  appointed  provost  \ 


marshal,  and  acted  as  such  during  the  occupation  of  the  town 
by  our  regiment. 

HOME   GUARDS    FIND    WORK. 

Now  let  us  see  how  the  little  guard  of  four  companies  of  the 
|,  'i^wcnty-liftli  Massachusetts  fared,  while  most  of  the  trou]')S  were 

away  from  home. 


<^^**g? 
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Companies  F,  G  and  K  occupied  position  on  the  Ilarriyjn 
farm,  and  Company  H  was  at  Bray's  place. 

It  was  not  until  November  11th  that  the  enemy  occupying 
Kinston  approached  our  lines  in  execution  of  the  order 
from  Richmond  to  "go  as  near  New  Berne  as  thev'  could 
get."  The  story  of  their  approach  and  the  manner  tliey 
were  checked  is  so  fully  told  in  the  official  reports  that 
we   give  them  in  full :  — 

Headquarters  Camp  Harkness, 
Xovember  14,  1SG2. 
Captain  Moschkll,  Third  New  York  Cavalrr, 

Coiumauding-  Post,  "^ 

Sir:  —  On  tiie   niornii:g-  of   tlic   lltli  instant,  I  directed  Lieutenant   J.  ]M.  | 

Prennan,  Company  F,  Twenty -tifth  Massachusetts,  with  a  party  of  fifty  inen  j 

to  proceed  to  the  Eed  liouse  on  tlie  Tusearora  road  to  a  s];ecitied  point  and  Ly  :| 

an  indicated  n.-ute,  and  return  via  Graj)e  Vine  house  to  tliis  camp.     The  report  ^ 

of  Lieutenant  Drennan  is  enchjsed  and  made  part  of  this  rep^ort.     Aijout  four  j 

o'clock  p.  3[.j  infornied  of  the  attack  made  successively  upon  Lieutenant  ]}rf>n-  | 

nan  and  our  outpost,  I  caused  my  command.  Companies  L,  G  and  K  of   tlie  | 

Twenty-fifth   ^^h^ssaclmsetts,   to  follow    your  cavalry  to   the    scene  of   attack,  | 

sending  an  order  to  Company  H  of  the  same  regiment,  at  Cainp  Wellinfrton,  tt>  J 

reci! force  us  at  once.     Arriviiig  at  the  French  road  a  courier  of  your  command  ^ 

passed  ns  at  full  spetd,  saying  as  lie  passed,  "halt  —  the  enemy  in  force  is  J 

coming  down  the  rv:)ad."'     Supposing  the  message  was  from  you,  I  halted  tht-  '4 

cohiuui  and  rode  up  the  road,  nieetijig  Lieutenant  Teu-  and  a  small  body  of  J 

iafantry.     I   immediately  r^'turned   and   hastened   my  command    forward,   v.\i-  j 

proachiug  Rock\    j^un    audt-r  a  tire  uf   shell.     Tnrning   to  the   right    1   took  4 

position  near  that  htld  by  }  on,  sending  Captain  Wagely  with  Company  G  to  | 

the  left  of  the  Trent  ctunl  to  hold  the  bridge  over  the  creek.     In  about  titreen  :|. 

minutes,  learning  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  tnni  otir  rig1\t  llank,  I  '^ 

withdrew  to  the  rear  of  the  French  house,  notifying  Captain  Wagely  of  tlie  '| 

change.     At    this   point   wc  were   joined   by    Company  IL,   under  Lieutenant  "f 

Forbes.     We  soon  fell  back   to  a  stronger  position  near  the  woods  west  of  | 

Eubank's  house.     This  position  A\as  a  strong  one  and  could  not  be  flanked,  bnt  ;i 

Major  Gerr:ird  of  the  Tlurd  New  York  Cavalry  arrived  and  assumed  command,  ^ 

ordering  me  to   fall   Iiack   to  our  camp  at   Harrison's.     There   my   cuniinaiul  .^ 

supported  a  gun  in  t!ie  clcariu_'-  at  Wiutford's  house.     In  half  an  b.onr   Tslajor  f, 

Gerr;ird  stated  that  lie  had  rectived  orders  from  Colonel  Kurtz,  senior  othcL-r  at  ^ 

Xew  Berne,  to  fall  back  to  the  city.     My  command  was   retired,  lirst  to  t!ie  ^ 

timber  iu  front  of  Fort  Totren,  an^l  next,  late  at  night,  to  Camp  Oliver.     T^^^>  ^ 

of  rn-  comuiaiid  Wi-rc  wounded  at  Kocky  Kan.     Tlie  next  morninu-,  by  order  or  & 
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Colonel  Aniory,  comiijaiuHn.a"  brijiinle,  who  had  retarue'l  to  New  Berne  during; 
the  nig:ht,  I  reuirned  with  my  eommand  to  tliis  jux^^t,  finding  all  onr  compnuv 
property  intact.  The  coolness  and  bravery  of  J.icutenuut  Drennan  and  the 
men  of  his  command  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check,  thend)y  saving  us  from 
disaster,  deserves  the  warmest  praise.  All  tl^e  olHcers  and  men  of  my  command 
beliaved  g-allantly  under  fire. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Dexxt,  Captain  Tirentij-fffJi  ^Iasmchii.<ttl.<, 

Commandiiiq  Dttaeliincnt. 

Camp  Harkness,  November  14,  18G2. 
Captain  J.  W.  Dexxy, 

Commanding  Detachnient  Tweaty-fiftli  Massiicliusetts  Volunteers. 

Sir:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  11th  iustant,  by  yom-  orders,  I 
organizovl  a.  scouting  party  of  three  sergeants,  two  corporals  aisd  fift\-  nsr'n,  and, 
with  Tiieiitenant  Tew,  prccee^ied  upoii  the  route  iadicated  by  you.  We  ob- 
tained some  forage,  our  wa^ous  being  well  filled.  ?.loviug  towards  the  Grape 
Vine  house  at  three  o'clock,  v.  m.,  my  advance  guard  reported  a  force  of  cavalry 
at  the  I'me  rree  (a  point  neoi*  thp  aforesaid  house  at  tlie  corner  of  the  Trent 
road).  I>e]doyir!g  rny  party,  1  moved  cautiously  forv\ aril.  As  we  readied  the 
Trent  roa-l,  the  eiieray  left  the  Grape  Vine  and  moved  toward.s  tiie  "Gully." 
1  marclied  towards  cam])  wicli  a  strong  rear  guard,  ^^■hic]l  was  fired  upon  just  as 
we  reacheil  our  advanced  vidette.  Sendiug  tiie  wagons  to  camp,  1  halted  to 
give  the  enemy  clieck.  A  brisk  muskeiry  tire  was  Uialntaiiied  for  some  time  by 
both  parties,  wlien  the  eneur.  reU'(;ated  to  the  ^\■o()d^.  "^Ve  oecu[iied  for  ten 
minutes  tlte  grfuui'l  held  by  rhem.  Heariug  the  rattling  of  artillery  av  heels,  I 
fell  r>ac'k  to  hiiilier  ground  and  deployed  behind  a  fence.  The  enen\y  quickly 
returned  tf>  tli-'ir  old  positioi-  oud  ojiejieil  li!';.-  a[>0!i  u,^-  with  two-  <r^\\\\>  rimi  sent 
forward  a  hi-avv  line  of  si. iriei-hers  upon  ciudi  Hank,  whis-li  made  it  p^'iulent  for 
lae  to  fajt  b;i<-k  to  r];e  Jackson  house  aiid  then  acro;-s  jojeky  I'un,  uhiidi  mi)ve- 
iueiit  \\as  acc'-.Litpli^iied  in  gooil  order,  taking  rtp  the  planking  of  tiie  bridge 
after  v,(-  ha  1  cri>Sicd.  At  Koeky  T'uu  I  A'.as  soosi  joined  Ity  Captain  Moschell's 
tavalry  ami  by  your  cbnjmand  of  the  T^^■enty-!ii'th  Massachusetts. 

lu   tins  affaar  my  little  force  kept  the  enemy  ir;  elieek  for  an  hotir  and  a  Jialf, 
and  for  thiree  hours  from  the   time  we   first  saw  theiu.     The  meu  of  my  com- 
nran<i   behaved  sidendidly   under  tire.     As  yon.  ;iro   well  acquainted  witli  the 
to}M)gra{>by  <^f  the  localities  moved  o'.  er  l>y  us,  1  deem  a  diagram  unnecessary. 
Respectfuliy  suluuitted, 

J.  M.  Drcnxan, 
Eieutennnt  ('ouiivandlnq  L'oininniij  F, 

Ti.r<)^tij- fifth  ]\.c(jim':nt  Masf^achu.^etts   I'oliniir.crs. 


Lieutenant  Kiehter  way  oQicer  oi   tlio  dity  tuul  nradc  tlic  iol- 
lo'A-ing  report  of  his  experience  with  the  outpost  guard.s  : — • 
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Camp  near  Harrison  Hous^', 
xs'oveiaher  12,  l&tj2. 
Captain  J.  W".  l'>E\yY, 

Conim.iudiiig  Dptaehnient, 
Sir:  —  Yesterday,  soon  after-three  o'clock,  r.  m.,  I  lieard  tirino;  in  front  of  our 
outposts  while  1  was  visiting-  the  picket  lines.  Informed  by  a  messenger  that 
Lieutenant  Drennan's  party  was  attacked,  I  at  once  di.-^patclied  all  my  gr.jrds 
douMe-fiuif-k  to  the  bridg-e,  fifty  paces  east  of  tlie  Jackson  honse,  n\  here  I 
covered  Lieutenant  Drennan  in  retre;\t,  deploying-  as  skirmishers  and  holding- 
the  bridire  and  creelc.  'J'he  enemy's  th-e  had  no  effect  Ujxn!  my  men,  ^^]lO  lay 
low  and  were  cohered  by  trees.  Learning  tluit  the  enemy  were  moving  to  thmk 
us,. and  having  no  support,  Invent  s]o^^'ly  in  retreat  over  the  fields,  tJie  cjiemy 
cliarging  to  the  bridge  in  line  of  battle,  and  at  the  Jackson  house,  opencl  with 
artillery. 

I  reformed,  xny  nv-n  Jiear  French's  upon  one  side  of  tJie  road,  and  gave  you  a 
cliance  to  pass  d'.>\\n  with  year  fre-^h  command  approaching.     I  took  posit It.;n  in 
your  rear,  throwing  pickets  to  tlie  right  fiank.     1   reported  to  you  ^^heiI  the 
battalion  fell  bai.k,  and  dismissed  my  guards  to  tlieir  companies. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JIknky  Yi.  PiicHTKn,  J 

Lieutenant  Tiventij-jlftli  luf/imtjit  Muf;sachus>ifs  YoJunteers.  J 

OxH'-vr  <:,f  the  Daij.  \ 

Lieutenant  Samuel  Harrington  joined  the  scouting  party  near  J 

the  Red  house,  and   riding  leisurely,  some^vliat  in  advance  as  ^ 
the  inarch  was  made  to  the  Trent  road,  was  the  first  to  discover 

horsemen  near  the  Pine  tree.     Sup|>osing  the  horsemen  to  be  ; 

some  of  our  own  cavalry,  he  put  spui's  to  his  horse  and  rode  on  j 

to  join  them.     AVhen  very  near  he  discovered  to  his  astonisl]-  -j 

ment  that  the  horsemen  were  a  party  of  Confederate  ollicers !  i 

Under  those   circumstances  the  Lieutenant  did  not  fos'get  his  « 

natural   politeness,   but,  raising   his   cap   gallantly,   swung   Ids  j 

horse  about  and  made   good  his  esea])e,  informinu'  Lientenaiit  ' 

Drennan   of  the   character  of  the   reconnoitering   ])arty  in   his  i 

front.     It   was  fortunate   the  Confederate  ohlcers  did   not  lire,  j 

for  had  thev  done  so,  the  Lieutenant's  life  nuist  have  paid  the  j 

forfeit  of  so  close  a  reconnoisance.  4 

After   returning   the    next   morning   to    Camp   ITarkness,  it  -I 

was  fi^und  that  the    Contederate  brigade  had  retired  from  our  ,| 

lines.     After  this  affair,  Company  H  reported  for  duty  at  Camp  ^ 

Hajkness.  A 
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FLAGS    OF   TRUCE. 

AVhilc  upon  outpost  service  it  frequently  becrtiiie  the  duty  of 
tlie  writer  to  receive  aud  entertain  flags  of  truce.  Tlie  officer 
of  the  Confederate  service  who  most  frequently  came  to  our 
lines  under  a  flag,  was  Lieutenant  Knott  of  the  cavalry,  a 
genial  fellow,  who  so  well  understood  his  duty  that  transacting 
I  business  with  him  was  a  pleasure. 

I  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  something  about  flags  of 

I  truce  and  the  manner  of  rcceivino-  thcra. 

I  The  i)ariy  bearing  the  white   flag,  an  officer  accompanied 

I  usually   by  a  squad  of  cavalry  of  a  dozen   men,  ap|»roaches  the 

I  lines,  and  when  discovered  by  our  videlte  or  picket,  the  latter 

I  goes  forward   and   orders  '•  halt."     The  party  having  halted, 

I  the  uificcr  of  the   guard  approaches  and   orders  the  party  to 

I  *•  about  face.''     The  party  remain  thus  vrith  their  backs  to  our 

I  line,  while  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  guard  sends  a  courier  to 

I  the  officer  commanding  outposts,  notifying  him  that  a  flag  is  in 

I  waiting.     The  conmiandhig  officer  proceeds  immediately  to  the 

I  outpost  and  to  the  officer  of  the  flag.     Then  there  is  an  intro- 

j  duciion  or  salutation  of  some  sort,  whereupon  the  oftlcer  of  the 

I  fiag  exhibits  his  order  upon  which  he  has  visited  the  lines,  gen- 

F  crailv  an  order  from  tlie  general   in  command  of  the  enemv's 

t  lerce   nearest   our   lines.     If   the    papers    are    satisfactory  the 

J  business  is  at  once  proceeded  with,  unless  it  be  of  some  matter 

I  to  be  passed  upon  by  tlie  commanding  general,  in  which  case 

I      •        information  is  dispatched  to  him  and  th.e  return  of  a  staff  officer 
I  is  awaited.     In  such  case  the  flag  is  detained  some  hours,  where- 

upon the  officer  of  the  tlag  and  his  party  are  entertained  with 
refreshments.  This  hospitality  is  required  by  the  regulations 
and  is  always  practiced.  It  was  our  practice  to  take  the 
oO.icer  and  escort  to  ^^c()tt's  house  just  outside  our  lines  at  the 
*•  Gully,*'  and  to  send  to  camp  for  coffee,  meat  and  bread,  and, 
umlijv  tliose  circumstances,  to  be  accompanied  l)y  a  s(]uad  of 
eavalry   or   a   detachment   of  infantry,  the   men  mingling  very 
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freely.  It  is  against  regulations  for  the  officers  to  talk  upon 
political  suV>jects  or  to  be  inquisitive  in  regard  to  movements  or 
numbei-s,  or  to  ask  the  v.-bereabouts  of  general  officers  of  either 
army.  Ssjuietinies  [foi-  men  are  human]  ^ve  did  talk  just  a 
little  upon  war  matters,  and  always  very  pleasantly.  Escorts, 
and  the  men  meeting  them,  "were  interdicted  from  conversation 
without  special  permission.  As  we  usually  had  vritii  us  picked 
men  who  liad  sense  enough  to  be  prudeiii,  the  rule  of  silence 
was  not  strictly  enforced.  Sometimes  our  soldiers  managed  to 
obtain  valuable  information,  jfurticularly  if  the  men  of  the  flag 
were  not  cautious. 

After  ilic  geaeral  lias  fliiishcd  his  business  with  the  flag  Tin 
case  it  goes  to  liimj  he  sem.is  orders  to  t'lie  commander  of  out- 
posts to  dismiss  tlie  flag.  When  so  dismissed,  the  party  mouut, 
there  is  a  littJe  formal  haud-shaking,  and  the  officer  with  the 
escort  rides  away. 

On  the  2<Sth  Novendfcr  [1862]  we  were  called  to  the  picket 
line  to  receive  a  flag  nnder  Major  Kethercott,  who  will  be 
rcmem!)ered  by  many  of  tlie  1\\  enty-iif th  Alassachusctts.  He 
commaiidcd  tlie  enemy's  liiies  in  our  front  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  upon  the  occasion  we  now  speak  of,  a\  as  accompanied 
by  several  Confederate  lieuiemmts. 

Nethercott  was  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  North  Carolina 
grca>ers — a  motley  comltination  of  turpentine  dippers  and 
clay-eater.-,  mostly  of  the  p.oor  v, hit«-trash  order,  naturally 
taking  to  bush-v.ork  and  ignoring  all  the  ^\'ell  known  rules  of 
legitinmte  warfare.  Their  Inghest  inspiriition  was  to  steal 
behind  trees  and  shoot  at  ])ickcts  standing  at  their  pjosts,  as 
they  iiad  been  in  the  habit  of  shooting  at  'possums  and  coon.s, 
and,  for  a  pastime,  they  sliot  down  inoffensive  negroes  guilty  of 
looking  at  th.em  from  th.eir  house-yards  or  door-ways  as  tiiey 
passed  along  tlie  roads.  Nethercott  was  not  too  good  to  1)0  at 
the  head  of  such  a  battalion  —  the  battalion  was  not  above  the 
level  of  its  header,  and  ueitlier  Nethercott  or  his  battalion  were 
a  whit  above  the  cause  thev  served.     Netiiercott  ^^as  an  over- 
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grown,  coai'so  looking  inclivklual  with  a  low  Ibriiead  and  lifeless 
eyes  peering  out  fronj  a  head  tliat  a  phrenologist  would  say 
indieated  a  preponderance  of  the  animal  iiature,  with  a  mighty 
small  development  of  the  human  or  divine.  If  he  had  a  heart 
and  a  tender  spot  in  it,  or  a  conscience  whicli  ever  impelled  to 
honest  acts,  these  characteristics  might  bring  suit  for  slander 
against  his  appearance,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  obtaining  judg- 
ment. Netliercott  wore  no  uniform  as  he  came  to  our  outpost. 
lie  needed  none,  for  witliout  any  brass  buttons  or  bars,  or 
insignia  leaf,  he  would  be  taken  for  a  bush-whacker  and  a  leader 
of  tlie  greasers  of  eastern  North  Carolina.  His  face  was  Ms 
insignia. 

Aiter  transacting  business  with  such  a  rimn,  Tre  were  glad 
^\■hen  he  moved  away  to  rejoin  those  who  could  better  appre- 
ciate him,  because  ho  and  tliey  were  joined  in  the  same  bad 
cause. 

Some  time  after  this,  wdien  Major  Whitford  was  in  command 
of  tlie  enemy's  forces  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  lines  in 
North  Carolina,  the  tiring  upon  our  pickets  was  as  mucii  a  habit 
as  it  was  under  Nethcrcott.  During  tliis  iattei"  period,  Honor- 
able Peter  Lavv'son  of  Lowell,  a  patriotic  and  philanthropic 
gentleman  who  kept  a  ^varni  heart  in  tlie  riglit  }dace,  visited 
the  North  Carolina  Dcpari merit.  It  was  understood  that  he 
was  upon  an  important  mission  ibr  the  government,  and  it  was 
also  um'-;rs:oo;J.  that,  oceu}.'yiiig  a  high  position  in  a  social 
fraternity  whose  mystic  tius  embrace  all  tlie  world  in  its 
beniiicence,  he  v/as  also  engaged  in  an  errund  of  love  and 
mercy,  wliich,  while  it  could  comjoromise  no  inlei'est  of  the 
government,  might  d;)  much  in  mitigating  the  sutferings  pro- 
duced by  wiir.  '  Coming  under  these  aus|>ices,  ^Ir.  Lawson 
enjoyed  not  cuily  the  freedom  of  our  lines,  but  was  perndtted  to 
visit  the  enemy  beyond  our  lines  —  in  fact,  v/ithin  or  beyond 
our  lines,  Peter  Lawson  was  a  free-rover,  going  where  he 
phrased  and  coming  when  lie  would.  He  nict  Major  Whitford, 
imd  pei'haps  v.e  d')  nor.  in]|)]\)porIy  expose  ariy  secrets  in  sayir.g, 
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that  those  gxnitlemen  met  upon  the  S(juare.     xVftor  tliat  meeting-  | 

there  was  no  more  firing-  upon  pickets,  except  ii|>on  an  advance  | 

of  either  army  for  the  purpose  of  attaclc.  | 

As  an   earnest   of   his    sincerity,    Mr.   Lawson    caused    full  .  I 

restoration  to   be  made   of  the   property,  regalia,  jewels,  etc.,  | 

of  a  Lodge  in   North  Carolina,  despoiled  by  th.oughtless  p)er-  | 

sons  who  did  not  understand  tlie  importance  of  their  preserva-  i 

tion.  'I 

We   regret  to  say  tliat  in  consequence  of  the  visits  of  Islv.  i 

Lawson   to  Major  Whitford  and  the  h'itt<;r's  kind  treatment  of  | 

liis  guest,  the   Major  lost  caste  among  his  o^v  n  people,  some  of  | 

wliom  went  so  far  as  to  doubt  ids  loyalty  to  the  Confederacy.  J 

We  can  afiirm  that  wiiile  j^dnjor  Wliitford  was  iriie  to  his  better  -j 

personal  obli'^^ations,  he  was  no  less  true  to  his  bad  oblio:ations  | 

to  the  cause  of  the  rebellion.     No  word  or   act  of  his  caused  I 
Mr.   Lawson    to    doubt   the    fealty   of   Whitford    to   the    Con- 
federacy. 
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CHAPTER    YIII.       . 

GOl.DSBORO'      EXPEDITION BATTLE      OF     KINSTON —  FORAGING—- 

WiilTRMALI, —  BURXINTJ     THE     BRIDGE— -PROMOTIONS. 

/^?|^^X  Thursday,  Deccinber  lltli,  [18G2]  the  division  of 
|>i-p'  troo])S  ill  and  about  New  Bcriio  under  coino:iand  of 
'^^:^  Gcnei'al  Foster,  conimenced  the  urcarch  into  the  interior 
of  the  State,  being  reenforced  by  the  Ijrigade  of  General 
Wessells,  from  Peck's  Division  at  Suffolk,  Ya.  The  troops 
in  column  of  march  were  as  follows  :-™ 

BRIGADE    OF    COLONEL    A^.IORY. 

Seventeeutli  Mn^sacliusctts Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows. 

Twc-iitv-taii-il  Massarlinsotts. ^Nlajor  Chambers. 

Lorry  thir'I  Mass-ichusftts Colonel  Ltolbrook. 

Lor:y-li!;r]i  Mar;5a.c!iu--ett:f Colouel  Cniltnau. 

Fii>y-ilr>fc  }.Li>sachr.sett.s .Colonel  Spragiie. 

iraiGADE     OF     COLONEL     STEVENSON. 

T'.vfaity-forirt!!  Massaclrasettrf- Lieulonant-Colouel  Osboru. 

Fv)rty-f-urtii  Ma<sac!iusotts Coloiiol  Lee. 

Fifth  Liioue  Wand 

Teiitli  C\anuj.jLicut   Vols 

BRIGADE    OF     COLONEL     II.     C.    LEE. 

riftli  ^^v^s:>;•husetrs Colo3iel  Ficrson. 

1'v^-.'!ity-tif::h  Mas^acliusctts ^lajor  l^ickett. 

Th.ir.l   Ma^sachusctLs .  .Coiunol  Ricliniond. 

Fr'riry-sixi.h  Abis-afhur^otts Colon:'!  Sliurtlcff. 

T\vriitv-5ovv;urli  Ma^:iachit5eLis Lieutciiaat-CoiOtiel  Lymau. 
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BRIGADE      OF,    GENERAL     WESSELL3. 

EiL^'hty-fifth   Xo'.v  York 

Xinfty-.-ocoTiil  Xcw   York ' Colonel  Hunt. 

Xinety-sixth  New  York Colonel  Gray. 

One  liunclred  and  fir-t  Penusylvarua  A'^ols. 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Vols . 
Eleventh  Connecticut  Yol? ' 

The  Ninth  Nev7  Jersey  Toluntecrs,  Colonel  C.  A.  Plechman, 
iirjited  Yrith  the  coluiun  as  an  independent  organization. 

The  Third  Nevv'  York  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John 
Mix,  and  artillery,  consisting  of  Morrison's  Thir-d  New  York 
and  Belger's  First  JAhode  Island  Batteries ;  a  section  of  tht.' 
Twenty-tliird  ^7evi"  York  Inde])endent  and  a  section  of  the 
Twenty --fourth  Ne^Y  York  Batteries  accompanied  the  colunm.* 

On  the  iirst  day  the  division  inarched  eleven  miles,  finding 
the  road  obstructed  hj  felled  ti'ees,  Vvdnch  were  renioved  by  the 
pioneers. 

On  Friday  IIjc  12th,  the  troops  )noved  at  daylight,  and,  after 
marcliing  four  miles,  the  cavalry  liad  a  skirmisli  with  the 
enemy.  At  the  Vine  Swamp  road,  thiree  conipanies  of  cavalry 
moved  up  the  Kinston  road  as  a  feint,  while  the  main  column 
pushed  \\\)  the  Ibnner  road,  Ihereljy  a^'oiding  ofistructions.  At 
Beaver  creek  tlie  bridge  was  ibund  destroyed,  bat  was  soon 
rebuilt,  v.hen  the  forces  moved  on,  the  Fifry-hrst  Massachusetts, 
Colonel  Sprague,  and  a  section  of  the  Twenty-third  New  York 
Battery  were  left  behind  to  hold  tlie  ])ridge. 

On  the  evening  of  the  l:hh,  at  eight  o'clock,  the  Twenty-fiftli 
Massachusetts  reached  Beaver  creek,  and  w^as  gladdened  by  tlie 
sight  of  the  camjj-fires  of  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts,  and,  as 
•the  soldiers  were  weary,  tliey  fondly  expected  to  make  their 
bivouac  by  tlie  side  of  tlicir  Worcester  County  comrades  and 
rest  for  the  nigb.t,  but  in   this  they   were  sadly   disappointed. 


*[Tht'  KirLth  ZSr.issas'Uusetts,  C'Ioik.I  C'Mliu,  vva--i  detailed  tor  daty  in  New  nerne,  as  rrovost 
Guard,  during  the  tiirh'  th*-  di\  i.^ion  \v.i.s  on  tlie  G.>ld.sb<)r</  fxpe.Htiun  "] 
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There  was  no  resting  place  for  them  at  Beaver  creek,  and  so, 
taking  the  customary  stride  of  the  soldier,  the  Fiftj-first  Massa- 
CQiisetts  was  left  behind  to  enjoj-  the  coffee  and  tiie  cani}>-firGs. 
It  was  not  until  midnif^lit  that  a  halt  was  made,  when  the  rea:i- 
raent  turned  into  what  had  been  a  cornfield,  wliere  bivouac 
was  made.  One  of  our  soldiers,  [Edwin  T.  AVitlierby]  in  his 
.  diary,  describing  this  night,  says: — '•  Such  a  scramble  for  rails! 
Some  of  ns  must  have  gone  back  a  half-mile  for  fuel,  and  then 
nearly  had  a  fight  with  some  artillery -men  who  were  more  zeal- 
I  ous  than  just  in  efforts  to  provide  for  their  battery."     Using 

I  the  old  cornliills  for  pillows,  our  soldiers  lay  down  upon  the 

I  ground,  drawing  their  blankets  over  their  heads  to  keep  out  the 

I  bleak  cold  winds  of  that  iJeceni'oer  night. 

I  Saturday,  December  13th,  moving"  early,  the  main  road  was 

left  to  the  right,  and.  at  the  intersection  of  iiiQ  two  roads,  tl-e 
Foriy-sixtli  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Shurtleff,  and  a  section  of 
the  "Twenty-fourth  New  York  Battery  were  left  to  hold  it  and 
.  make  a  feint  on  the  main  road. 

At    South-west    creek,   about    six    miles    from   Kinston,  the 
;  enemy  was  found  posted  in  force.     After  a  sliarp  contest,  the 

?  enemy  was   driven  from  his  position,  losing  one  gun.      The 

-  brigade  of  Genei'al  V7esselU\  and  the  TNventy-third  Massachu- 

\  setts  and  Ninth  Isew  Jei'soy  Yoiuiiteers  v/ere  engaged.     After 

I  the  action,  a  number  of  rebels  who  had  lied  to  the  woods,  came 

\  in   and   gave  thcnjselves  np  as  prisoners.  .  In   the  meantime, 

I  ^Injor  Gerrard  of  the  cavalry  was  making  a  reconnoissance  in 

the  direction  of  Whitehall.  On  the  night  of  the  loth,  the 
troops  I'cstcd  upon  the  hard,  wet  ground,  v;itliin  sight  of  the 
enouiy's  cam])-hres.  The  night  was  very  cold,  but,  as  a 
iriea>ure  of   safety,  no  fires  v/ere  allowed. 

Tiie  next  day,  Sunday  the  14th,  about  nine  o'clock,  A.i\r.,  the 
enemy  was  met,  evideurly  determined  to  dispute  the  further 
progress  of  Foster  into  the  interior.  Wessells'  Brigade,  tlic 
Si'venteeuth,  Twenty-thinl  and  Fortydif[]i  Massachusetts  of 
.Vuit)ry'b  Brigade,  tlie  Ninth  New  Jersey    XYlunteers  and  the 
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Twenty-tifth  Massacliusetts  of  Lee's  Brigade,  (the  latter  sup- 
porting Morrison's  Battery)  ^.vere  engaged,  supported  by  the 
battalions  of  Stevenson's  Brigade. 

It  was  early  Sunday  morning  that  the  sleeping  soldiers  of 
the  Twenty-fifdi  Massachusetts  were  aroused  by  the  sudden 
roar  of  artillery  at  a  distance.  The  battalion  vras  soon  on  its 
way  to  the  front.  Before  noon  musketry  firing  Avas  heard  and 
thus  it  was  known  that  the  iofanlry  was  closing  in. 

"  As  we  drew  riearet%  men  Vv'ith  fices  strarigely  pallid,  though  the 
sweat  and  dust  covered  them,  Aveiit  sta_£rgering  down  tlie  road  to  the 
rear.  The  clean,  white  bandages  which  were  aroimd  the  heads 
or  enveloped  the  arms  of  some  of  them,  were  in  singular  contrast 
with  the  weather-beaten  and  discolored  light-blue  of  their  great-coats 
and  pants.  We  hurried  on  and  riled  into  a  "field  to  \\w  left  of  tlie 
road,  where  we  lay  down,  out  of  range.  Ilecknum  with  the  Kinili 
New  Jersey  had    clinelied    with    the  enemy  at  the   junction  of   the  | 

roads  at  "the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  he  had  been  momentarily  stopped." 
[E.  T.  Witlierby.] 


Amory's  Brigade  was  quite  Avarmly  engaged.     Tlie  fight  was  | 

short  but  se^'ere.     Colonel  Gray  of  the  Ninety-sixtli  New  York  i 

Tolunteers  Icil   dead    on    the   Kiu^ton   bridge   as   his  soldiers  | 

closed  upon  it  with  tlie  bayonet,     Thq  eartliworks  on  tlio  other  I 

side  of  the  river  Averc  emptied.,  and  llie  rebels,  confused  and  | 

broken,  iled  through  Kinstun,  and  tluit  place  Avas  captured.  "f, 

General    Evans,    the    Confederate    commander    retired    his  \ 

troops  a  distance  of  tAvo  miles,  Avhej-e  he  again  formed  line  I 

of  battle.     .Foster  sent  a  flag*  and  asked   Evans  if   he  Avould  \ 

surrender,  but  tlie  latter  ausAvei'ing  noy,  Foster  slielied   him  | 

with  twenty-pounder  Farrois,   and   tlien  Evans  retired   again.  \ 

In  this  action,  the  Forty-fifth  j\rassacluisetts  lost  licavily,  having  1 

fifteen  men  killed  and  forty-three  wounded.     Altliough  a  new  \ 

regiment,  in  this  severe  trial,  of  fortitude,  the  soldieis  behaved  \ 

with  great  steadiness  and  gallantry.  j 
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Late  ill  the  afternoon  of  tlic  14th,  the  Tvventj-fifLh  Massa-  ; 
chusetts  entered  Kinston,  and,  marching  into  tlie  fields  soutli  of  J 
the  to\7ii,  made  bivonac  for  the  night.     Quite  a  number  of  the  j 
regiment  started  off  upon  foraging  expeditions,  and  while  some  | 
returned  with  chickens,  turkeys,  sweet  potatoes  and  a  number  .' 
of   young   bristle-covered    grunters    just   large   enougli   to   be  ; 
savory,  and  young  enough  to  make  a  dainty  dish  for  hungry  ; 
soldiers,  others  returned  rolling  before  them  barrels  of  apple- 
jack, and  later  returners  came  laden  vrith  delicious  scuppernong.  ; 
One  of  the  regiment,  whose  energies  never  failed  him  upon  such  ^ 
occasions,  repaired  to  the  tavern  in  the  village,  and  tliere  found  f 
a  dinner  prepared  fu- General  Foster,  v;hich  awaited  his  coming  I 
from  beyond  the  town,  Vvhere  he  was  superintending  the  move-  \ 
ments  of  the  advanced  line.     This  soldier  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts,  seeing  the  well  spread  board  and  scenting  the  | 
steaminir  viands,  could   not  resist    the  tenn.^tation.  in  fact  we 
may  say  that    lie    never    undertook   to    resist   an    iaipulse    to 
take  anything   in    the    shape  of   forage,  that  was  within   his 
reach.     He    therefore   seated    liimself    at   the   table   and    gra-  ^ 
ciously   helped    himself.     Not    satisfied    with   tliis    exploit,  he  | 
re(piested  the  landlord   to  accom})any  him  to  his  back  yard  'j 
ami  assist  him  in  securimr  a  share  of  his  cirickens  and  turkeys.  I 


I  Loaded  down  witli  these  trophies  of  tlie  lien-yavd,  lie  returned 


I  to  cam})  and  made  others  happy  (as  was  his  vront)  in  sharing 

I  the  benefit  of  his  plunder. 

I  On  Monday  the  l^th,  tlie  column  advanced  upon  Whiteimll, 

Stevenson's   Brigade  leading,  and   lialicd  fi)r  the  night  about 
three  miles  frum'tlmt  place. 

The'r.ext  day,  Tuesday  the  IGth,  a  skirmish  occurred  at 
Whitehall,  in  which  Amory's  Brigade  was  engaged,  the 
Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  having  four  men  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded  ;  the  Tv.'cnty-tliird  ]^[assachusetts,  wliich  supported 
the  Seventeenth  ^^Fassachusetts  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey 
\'i;lanteers,  lost  thirteen  killed  and  fifty-four  wounded,  some 
of    tlie    dead   and  wounded    boiuL';    left  on    tlie    field.     ^lajor 
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rickctt  detailed  one  hundred  irieri  oi  the  Twenty-tifth  ^fassachu- 
setts  as  sharp-shooters^,  and  a  number  of  thern  were  wounded. 
Our  troops  succeeded  in  destroying  the  steam-ram  upon  the 
river.  ]\loving  on,  the  army  bivouaced  for  the  night  about 
eight  miles  from  Gohlsboro',  and  on  Wednesday  the  17th, 
advanced  upon  that  town,  the  objective  point  being  the  railway 
bridge  spanning  tlic  Neuse  river.  Lee's  Brigade  having  the 
advance,  found  tlie  enemy  in  small  force  on  the  edge  of  the 
woods  fringing  tlie  railroad  track. 

The  crack  of  rifles  ahead  gave  notice  that  a  further  advance 
would  be  contested. 

'' '  Right  ajicl  V'i'i  I '  ran  down  the  column,  and  as  we  leaped  into  the 
ditches  on  eilhtn-  side  the  road,  a  hatteiy  thundered  by  on  the  run 
and  turnecl  into  a  field  commanding  the  valley  in  our  front.  The 
guns  moved  forward  and  a  few  shots  started  oar  foes  from  their 
position  As  tlie  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  entered  the  field,  we 
could  see  our  skirmisls  line  moving  into  the  woods  beyond.  The 
battery  limbered  up  and  pre(^.eded  us  down  the  road  to  the  bottom  of 
the  liill  where  the  road  forked,  one  road  leading  to  Everettsville  and 
the  other  on  the  right,  to  a  large  lioase  not  far  distant.  The  Twenty- 
fifth,  however,  taking  down  the  fence,  moved  straight  on,  taking 
neither  rond,  and  filtered  a  field  in  vdiicli  stood  a  cotton  press  ■ — • 
parsed  OM  to  tiie  oilier  side  ^vhere  our  skiva)i:.li  line  had  disappeared. 
The  bntterv  goinu;  to  llie  riglit,  p:-.>>t:-d  the  liousf,  crossed  a  small 
stream  ami  wliecled  into  position  on  a  knoll  commanding  i\\^.  rail- 
road, brliiiid  the  Lank  of  which  stood  the  rebel  brigade  of  General 
Pettigrew,  awaiting  our  advance. 

"■  Our  briLiiide  moved  on  and  took  position.  In  our  place  we  could 
see  nothing  v\\  account  of  the  undci'gi'owth,  but  just  over  the  fence  in 
our  rear  was  a  signal  ofilcer  dipping  his  v.liite  fiag  with  its  red  check, 
telegraphing  to  his  comrades  on  the  more  distant  hill,  information 
concerning  the  ertemy  in  our  iramediate  front. 

"In  a  few  mimues  the  enemy  retreated,  and  tlie  battery  moving 
forward,  accelerated  their  movement.  We  followed  the  battery  down 
throu;2;h,  the  meadow,  movini^  in  its  sur>port.  At  the  euil  of  an  hoiu', 
Foster  called  for  volunteers  to  hum  the  railroad  bridge  s[ianning  the 
Neuse  river.''      [K.  T.  Withcrov.] 
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Under  a  heavy  fire,  Ijieutenaiit  George  II.  Graham  of  the 
Twenty-tliird  New  York  Battery  fired  the  bridge.  Many 
attempts  had  been  made  to  reach  it,  but  all  failed  except 
that  made  by  Graham.  Lieutenant  B.  N.  Mann  of  the 
Seventeenth  Massacliusetts  volunteered  to  go  with  Graham, 
]>ut  before  he  had  proceeded  far,  was  wounded.  Graham, 
after  firing  the  bridge,  escaped  by  jumping  from  the  burning 
structure  down  the  river  bank.  The  great  clouds  of  smoke 
from  tke  burning  bi'idge  signalled  to  the  army  its  success. 
The  Third,  Fiftli  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Regiments 
were  ordered  to  tear  up  tlie  railroad.  The  railroad  ties  were 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  rails,  when  heated,  were  twisted  into 
knots.  Graham,  the  hero  of  the  bridge,  returned  down  the 
lines  of  the  army  and  was  loudly  cheered. 

The  armv  commenced  to  retire,  Lee's  Brigade  being  directcl 
to  cover  the  march  in  retreat,  and  so  we  vraited  by  the  roadside 
until  late  in  the  afternoon  —  quite  late  in  the  afternoon,  for  the 
earth  was 

'■'Battled  iu  the  rays  of  tlie  great  setting  fiaiue/' 

and  not  until  then  vras  the  main  body  of  troops  in  motion,. 
I'h.e  Twenty-fii^ih  Massachusetts  was  awaiting  the  "attention!" 
of  Pich'nt.  witile  on  the  knoll  in  our  immedioto  front,  Bclgcr 
and  lshj:'v\--:m  with  thnir  batteries,  and  ]\Iix  with  his  cavalry, 
awaited  Avith  us  the  orders  to  njove.  The  Third  and  Fifth. 
Massai'liuserts,  nine  niont'ns'  men,  lay  stretched  out  with  lit'le 
regard  for  order  or  regimental  line. 

""We  were  feeling  tired  and  easy  as  to  the  future,  for  iu  a  few 
moments  v»e  wonl'.l  be  turned  towards  liome.  In  an  instant  on  tlic; 
kjioli  in.  <;ur  front,  every  living  thing  seenu-d  to  shake  otf  the  inertia 
vdiich  had  pos.>es5ed  theui.  Even  the  horses  that  had  stood  witli 
their  weaiaptl  Leads  drooping.  curve<l  their  necks  and  pricked  up  their 
^'urs  as  if  they  knew  tb.at  sonipUiing  was  coming,  as  if  they  scented 
'hmc^cr  in  .tlie  rustling  branches  of  the  trees.  Startled  by  the  change, 
''^'   it.id  barelv  time  to  note  it,  before  eveiw  man  of  tlie  kitteries  luid 
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sprang  to  their  places.  The  cavahy  vaulting  into  saddles,  drew  u\)  m 
line,  and  in  the  clear  sunlight  on  that  crest,  vre  caugh.t  the  gleani  of 
their  sabres  as  they  drew  them  and  came  to  a  *can-y.'  Men  canic 
running  back  to  the  fence  from  every  directioQ  as  tlie  infantry 
straightened  out  into  line  of  bcittle.  There  rniglit  liave  been  a  dozen 
shots,  so  rapid  they  could  not  be  counted,  and  the  smoke  rolled  back 
under  gun  and  caisson,  and  over  rnen  and  horses  until  they  all  stood  in 
dense  clouds.  The  yells,  momentarily  smothered,  broke  out  between 
the  rapid  discharges  of  cannon  and  were  ausv/ered  by  the  cheers  of 
!  our   cavalry,  as  in  that  evening's   sunset   they  swung  their  glitiering 

!  sabres   over  their   heads  and   deiied    tlte  coming  storm.     This  was  a 

;  "'"new^   experience  to   the   men   of  tlie  nine  montlis'  regiments   at  the 

jp-'iAl*..  v_;.vS..-  fence,  and  Belger  feeling  a  little  nervous,  sent  back  to  the  lane  for 
one  of  the  old  regiments.  The  Twenty -fifth  Massachusetts  started 
otT  at  doulile-quick,  rapidly  passing  down  the  short  lane,  across  the 
brook  into  the  field,  and  kiid  down  in  close  column  by  division.  We 
were  close  u[)  to  Belger's  Batteiy,  and  flattened  onrse]\-es  out  as  well 
as  we  could  in  the  sand,  for  one  caii'iot  well  be  too  small  or  too  ihin 
on  such  occasions.  Three  rebel  lines  of  battle  came  cliai'ging  across 
the  railroad,  over  the  ditCijecs  —  sweeping  on  through  the  low  land 
and  around  the  base  of  the  little  hill.  'Tliey  gained  the  slope  and 
were  comijig  directly  for  the  batteries.  They  wavered,  for  a  moment 
checked,  bnl  on  again  with  fearful  persistency.  Tlio  colors  in  \}iQ 
first  line  fall^  but  are  aaain  gat'heretl  up.  Delger  sights  his  right  gun 
himself -ind  a  great  \miY  rolls  out  —  men  in  the  advancing  line  tlirow 
lip  their  hands,  while  Jifadiess  and  mangled  men  are  rolled  together  a 
horrid  snarl  of  mnrilatcd  humanity.  Tlie  firing  was  repeated  and 
groups  of  grey  disap*r)eared,  but  tlie  ga[)S  were  filled  and  tlu>  hue 
struggled  on  The  brow  of  the  little  hill  was  all  a.glovv"  with  flame. 
Tlie  smoke-drifts  rolled  in  but  in  a  moment  faded  away,  revealing  tlie 
long  line  nearer  than  ever.  '  Steady  th.ere  ! '  •  Don't  fire  too  fast ! ' 
'Make  every  shot  tell!'  shouted  Belger.  lli^  orderly  sergeant 
limped  to  our  ranks  smartly  stung  hy  a  passing  siiot,  but  after  rub- 
bing his  leg  a  moment,  thought  he  was  not  nmch  hurt,  and  went  back. 
'  Give  'em  grape  double  shotred  I  '  ring-  out  fr(»m  the  battery.  'All 
out!'  the  f!isl\eartenin;i  resr'OUs-e.  'Give  'em  sehrapnel !  '  'Not 
anotlier  round  left,  Cai'tain  !  '  'Give  'em  shell  then!'  cried  ilie 
chief,    which    we    knew    verv    W':'il  was   the  last  i-'jsort.      We  strained 
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in  the  defence,  but  now  tliey  again  marched  off  tlic  field.  Oar 
brigade  followed  quickly.  What  the  enemy  could  not  do, 
accomplisli  our  destruction,  the  flood  more  nearly  succeeded 
in  doing.  A.  stream  ^^hlch  we  had  easily  crossed  as  wc  rnoveci 
up,  was  swollen  to  a  torrent  by  the  destruction  of  a  dam.  As 
our  men  waded  across,  the  water  covered  above  the  waist  and 
the  river  was  still  risina:.  Cartridge  boxes  and  guns  were  held 
at  arm's  length.  Tlie  current  was  fearfully  strong,  and  while 
most  of  the  battalions  went  over  in  safety,  some  of  the  men  were 
taken  off  their  feet  and  emerged  from  the  flood  upon  the  flats 
below,  like  so  many  drowned  rats.  Some  thus  borne  away 
never  regained  a  foothold,  but  were  lost  in  the  darkness  of 
night.  At  the  lane  the  brigade  halted  again,  and  the  severe 
cold  of  that  Decem1)cr  night  stifiened  the  clothing  with  frost, 
and  the  necessity  for  motion  was  so  apparent,  that  tlie  order 
*'  forward  "  was  given,  and  at  this  time  without  any  regrets  on 
the  part  of  the  marchers, 

''Oh  the  weariness  of  that  night's  niareh,  wlio  can  tell  it?  Who 
can  remember  it  but  with  pain.  Tired,  wretched  and  sore  ;  chafed 
and  fretted  by  the  sand  which  had  filtered  into  our  shoes,  galled  by 
our  carti-idge  boxes  which  had  fairly  worn  a  place  for  theuiselves  into 
ovrr  ilecli,  vre  dragged  our  aching  bodies  over  tlio  rougli  and  itneven 
n<iiA<,  iieitl'Cr  knowino-  or  cariiio-  where  we  went.  Tsear  midnight  \^e 
tiiriicd  into  a  corntield  and  sank  down  to  uninterrupted  rest."  [E. 
T.  Witlierby.]  ' 

Next  day,  [18rli]  the  enemy  followed  close  upon  the  rear 
guard,  but  our  battalions  were  in  no  condition  to'  try  strength 
With  tliem,  and  therefore  hurried  the  march  as  much  as  possi- 
ble. The  bivouac  on  the  night  of  December  10th,  was  made  at 
^^  i-e\s  forks.  Here  was  a  sharp  cavalry  fight  the  week  before, 
a  id  as  our  men  went  for  vrood  they  came  upon  thirteen 
unburicd  dead.  On  the  night  of  the  20th,  the  Twenty-fifth 
Ma-saehusetts  bivouaced  at  Merritt's,  four  ndles  al,)0ve  DeC|» 
Vbiilly,  rn-)il   the  next  day  returned  to  Camp  Oliver. 
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The  attack  upon  Lee's  Brigade,  which  has  becii  described, 
was  made  by  the  Brigades  of  Evans,  Robertson  and  Ciingman, 
supported  by  Pettigrew's  Brigade  and  a  Mississippi  Brigade 
tiiat  liad  just  arrived.  That  advance  of  tlie  enemy  v\-as  made 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  tlie  county  bridge,  and  in  this  they 
were  successful,  as  our  soldiers  did  not  at  that  time  "  hanker'' 
after  any  further  bridge  burning. 

December  22d,  General  Orders  Xo.  55  were  read  at  Dress 
Parade ;  — 

HeadipTarters  Twenty-fifth  Ivegiment  jMassadiiir^etts  Volunteers. 
Caiiip  Oli-^  t:r,  Xew  Berne,  N.  C,  December  22,  1-862.  . 
General  Orders,  \ 
IS^j.  55.         ) 

Tiie  ^lajor  commanding  tenders  to  the  ofiicers  and 
n\en  of  lu^  commauil,  his  .^iricere  tliuuk.s  for  the  manner  they  have  conducted 
themselves  duriuor  the  late  expedition  and  marches  through  the  enemy's 
country.  The  prompt  obedieuce  to  orders,  .strict  adherence -to  discipline' on  the 
march  aud  in  bivouac,  tie  cool  and  steady  behaAior  under  a  sharp  fire  from  the 
ei!!emy  which  there  ^va^  no  chance  to  return,  merits  and  receives  his  heartiest 
foiiuneiidatiun.  He  fvoli  sure  that  in  the  Cuturc,  tlie  Twenty-fifth  Regiment 
M;iv.->achusetrs  Volunteers  will  maintain  and  add  to  the  reputation  it  has 
already  attained. 

By  order  of 

JMajor  JosiAii  Pickett,  Corrunandiwj. 
He>'iiy  McConville,  Litidaiant  and  Adjutant. 

'i1ie  oiHeial  rei'Oit  of  ^[ajor  Pickett  gives  in  detail  the  part 
taken  by  the  Twenty-fiiiii  Massachusetts  -on  the  march  to 
Cioldsboi-o' :  ~ 


Camp  Oliver,  ]S'ew  Berne,  X.  C,  iX'cember  29,  1S62. 
LJeutenaiit  Geo.  V.  BAicirf.xr, 

Aciiii'j  As.^isuiid  Adjiriaiit-GeneraJ  Third  JJrujadc, 

Sir: — I  luive  the  honor  to  ior\Mird  you  the  following:-  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Tnei.ty-fiLLii  liegimoit  Ma->a(diusett.s  Volunteers  in  the  late 
e\pf-;it!ou  to  Kiuston  and  Goldsboro':  — 

Arri-.  ing  from  Plyuiout]:  late  in  the  afteriumn  of  the  10th  iastant.  \\ith  six 
»'-»nij.;uHes  of  my  regiment,  1  fouud  orders  avvaiting  me  to  be  rt^ady  tu  march  at 
><■•<-;«  i/clotjk  on  the  iiK^rniiig  of  the  Uth,  and  assiguiiig  my  regiment  to  the 
ihifd  Bii-nde  under  o<numand  of  Oolonel  Lee. 

!  h:ft  Nevr  Berii^  on  the  moruiriLT  of  the  lltli  with  .six  coiupanifs  of  tlie 
r'-giiiieiit.     Captain   }»loult'ju  joined  me  at  iise  Harrison   Phu  e  (our  outpost  o:i 
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the   Trent  road)   Avith  the  other  four   coin])aiiips,   making   an  effective  force, 
exchisive  of  fieW,  staff  au<I  li^e  othcers,  of  six  huuflred  and  seventy-two  meii. 

Xothiug  occurred  in  wliiLdi  the  regiment  or  any  part  of  it  took  part,  uor-tliy 
of  note,  until  Sunday,  the  14tli,  wlien  our  forces  arrived  in  front  of,  and  com- 
inejiced  the  battle  of  Kinston.  Eeceivinir  orders  to  support  Battery  '"li/' 
Third  Xew  York  Artillery,  I  formed  my  regiment  in  liiie  of  hnttle  and  took 
position  upon  tlie  left  of  the  battery.  Receivin^^  orders  :?hortiy  afterwards  to 
su})j»ort  Belger's  Ehode  I^^Iand  Battery,  I  moved  forward  and  took  position  on 
his  left.     In  this  latter  position  I  remained  until  the  battle  was  decided. 

1  then  moved  forward,  crossed  the  bridge  and  bivouaced  tliat  night  in 
Kinston. 

On  ^londay,  the  15th,  the  march  was  resumed.  On  tlic  IBtli  our  forces  were 
engaged  at  Whiteliali.  My  regiment,  although  witliin  range  of  the  enemy's 
gxms.  vras  not  engaged ;  but,  marching  by  the  flank  tlirongh  tlie  fields  in  rear  of 
onr  batteries,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Goldsboro'.  At  tliis  time  I  was 
called  upon  to  furnish  sharpshooters  for  duty  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  in 
clearing  the  woods  on  the  other  side,  of  tlie  enemy's  riflemen.  About  one 
hundred  of  my  men  volunteered  for  this  dangerous  duty.  After  being  posted, 
they  rendered  effective  service.  One  man  was  shot  through  the  Iiead  and 
several  severely  woun<led. 

On  tlie  1 7th  the  line  of  march  was  resunied  late  in.  the  nr.* ruing,  the  Third 
Brigade  having  the.  ad\ance.  Skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets  com- 
menced, which  continued  until  we  came  upon  their  main  force  posted  tliis  side 
of  the  railroad  bridge  over  tlio  Xeuse  river.  I  was  ordered  forward.,  to  bo  in 
readine.-JS  to  support  the  Seventeenth  ^lassaclmsetts  ami  jN'inih  jS'ew  Jersey 
Volunteers,  sharply  engaged  vvich  tlic  cmnny.  I  moved  forward  in  lirjo  of 
battle,  taking  i>osition  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  in  rear  of  the  Tuenty- 
St^-\enth  ^.lassachusetrs,  and  quite  near  our  batteries.  I  remained  in  this 
position  n.ntil.  the  bridige  was  burned  and  tjie  rails  of  the  railroad  torji  u]i, 
when  ]ny  re^'iinoiit  wa.s  withirav.u.  In  a  short  time  th'.'  enemy  again  made 
his  appearance  a'hanriug  in  two  lines  of  battle  witii  evident  design  of 
charging  ti])''>n  and  takuig  one  of  our  batteries.  Eeceiving  orders  to  agaiii 
move  forv,  ard,  I  advancc-d  by  tlie  Hank  at  doubU^-(iuick  and  was  assigned 
position  on  the  left  and  supporting  Belger's  Battery.  AVlnle  in  tliis  position 
we  sustained  a  loss  of  one  killed  and  three  wotmded.  Night  brunght  an  end  to 
the  contest,  and  we  were  ordered  to  take  up  the  lino  of  march  for  Kcvv  Berne, 
which  place  we  reached  on  Sunday,  the  21st,  going  into  i-ainj)  on  our  ohl  cauip 
gr'.tur.d. 

I  cannot  close  v.iihout  mentioning  in  terms  of  the  highest  prai.^e  the  conduct 
of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  wliole  expedition  —  on  the  nuirch,  in  th.e 
bivouac,  undtT  fire,  in  everything  they  were  called  upon  to  perform.  They 
slsowcd  all  tiie  qiialitifs  of  the  true  aohlicr,  and  their  conduct  deserves  the 
must  hearty  co!in!u?nd.ation. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J<,»siAH  I'iCJCKTT,  Major  CommauiUnfj. 
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The  total  loss^^iiring  the  ten"  davs  was  ninety  killed,  four 
hundred  and  seventj-eiglit  wounded  and  nine  missing.  The 
Confederate  official  report  states  their  loss  to  have  been  — 
seventy-one  killed,  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  wounded  and 
four  hundred  missing.  Their  killed  and  wounded  must  have 
been  understated. 

Major-General  G.  W.  Smith,  was  in  chief  command  of 
the  Confederate  forces  o[)posing  the  army  of  General  Foster. 
At  Soiitli-v/est  creek,  Brigadier-General  Evans  commanded 
the  Confederates,  at  Whitehall,  J3rigadier-General  Robertson. 
Brigadier-General  Cliugman  commanded  at  Gold'sboro'.  The 
euemy  received  ]-eenforcements  of  two  brigades  from  Peters- 
burs;  and.  Vv'ilmino'ton,  oivino;-  them  five  briii-ades  in  all. 

O  0  7    0  0  o 

PROMOTTONS. 

In  January,  1863,  promotions  in  tlie  Twenty-fifth  Massachu- 
setts were  onnonnced  by  General  Orders  No.  61,  as  foliovrs  :  — 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Ivegiment  Mas.sachusetts  YoliaUeers. 
Camp  Oliver.  New  Berne,  N.  C,  January  2Stli,  1SG3. 
General  Ortlers,  } 
No.  Gl.  f 

Extracts  from  Special  Orders  No.  29,  issued  frora 
TTeadquartPi^,  Boston,  ]\lass.,  Janiiary  17th,  1863.  "The  follo-'vinp-  cor.rnjis- 
sions  have  been  i.>-iied  l>y  ordcj-  oi  Bis  J''.xce]lency  Juhn  A.  xVndrew,  Governor 
and  Gon^niauder-iu-Ciiicf  ;  Major  Josiah  Pickett  of  "vVorcestor,  to  be  Colonel, 
October  '29ih,  IS()2,  vice  Colonel  Kdwin  Upton,  resigned  October  2Sth,  1862. 

"Captain  Orson  31oulton  of  Worcester,  ]Mass.,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
November  l)t.}\,  1S62,  vice  Lieutenant-Colouel  A.  B.  It.  Spragiie,  resigned 
November  14tli,  1S62,  to  accept  the  colonelcy  of  the  Fifty-first  3Ias?ac]uisetts 
\'olunteers. 

"Captain  Cornelius  G.  Attv.-ood  of  Boston,  to  be  Major,  October  29th,  1862, 
lire  I'ickett,  promoted. 

"  First -Lieutenant  Jumes  Tucker  of  Boston,  to  be  Captain,  October  29th, 
1SG2,  vice  Attwood,  promoted. 

"First-Lieutenant  San"iuel  Harrington,  to  be  Captain,  November  5th,  1SC2, 
I'ice  3k[oulton,  promoted. 

"  Second-Lieatenant  John  ^V.  Duvis  of  Worcester,  to  be  First-Jaentenant, 
October  29th.  1S62,  vice  Tn^^ker,  pron.iotcd. 

"  Second-Lieutenant  Artluir  l\  Forbes  of  "Worcester,  to  be  First-Lieutenant, 
Xo\>.Mnber  'ith.  ISG2.  dec  llarrlngcun,  [.romoted. 
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"  Sccond-lj'cuteuant  Jolui  (t.  iVIcCarter  of   MilforJ,  to  be  Firsfc-Lieutenaut,  '\ 

Xoveu'Ji^jr    Stl),    lSC-2,    lire    Ilaiknoss,   proiuoteJ    io    ]Major   of    tlie    Pifty-lirst  ^J 
iSIas^acliUsctts  ^'olimteers. 

"  SorLcoant-Maior    C.   II.    Feltou    of    Worce:?ter,  to    be    Secon'i-Lifeutenant,  i- 

October  2'itli,  1S62,  vice  Davis,  promoted.  ? 

"Sergeant  Thomas  Sail^  of  lenipb.'tou,  to  be  SccoDcl-Lieutenant,  Xovember  4 

5th,  180:^,  r/cr  Furbes,  promoted.  \ 

"  Sex-goant   James   C.  AVoodworth  of   Worcester,  to   bo    Second-Ueutcnaiit,  ;| 

Xovernber  5th,  1SG2,  vice  McCuitcr,  promoted."  J 

Li    a'i-coolanco  "witli    the    above   orders,   the    oibieers   above    mentioned    are  \ 

assi'-'ned  lo,  and  will  immediatelr  enter  for  dutv  in  the  followin^:  coinpanies —  ,; 

C'aptabi  Jantos  Tneker  to  the  command  of  Company  "  C."  j, 

Captain   Sanniel  ITarringtou  to  the  command  of  Company  "  H."  | 

Fir?r-Lirutenant  John  W.  Davis  to  be  Fir.st-Lieutenant  of  Company  "C."  1 
{                                 First-Licuienaiit  A.  F.  Fori-es  to  be  Finst-Lieritenant  of   Company  "  K.'-' 

'                                 Fii-^st-IJei'ienavit  John  G.  Mor'nrter  to  be  First-Lientenant  of  Company  *'B."  ^ 

Second-Lieutenant  Charles  Fl.  Feiton  to  be  Second-Lieutenant  of  Comrjanv  * 

"B."                                                                                                                   *     •  I 

Second-Lientenaiit  I'homas  Saul  to  bo  Second-Lionten.ant  of  Company  "  I." 

Second-Lieutenant  James  C  Wood^vorth  to  bo  Second-Lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany      ii. 

By  order  of  I 

Colo)jel  Jo5iAH  Pickett.  3 

HLsnv  McCoxvii.LE,  Anjutant.  ^ 

On  the  4tli  of  March  [1^63]  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  4 

being  at    Camp    Oliver,   coDipanies  A  and    C,   under   Special  <^ 

0]-(lers  Xo.  S2  joined  tlie  dciachment  ocei!])ving  Camp  Pickett,  J 

iicar  tlic  Jl'C  Ill'ieni  house  oa  the  Trent  road.*  1 

i 

i 


*Hea(li|uartor3  Twenty-fifth  P.i^giuu'nt  r^ia^^aclniaotts  Yohnitrnrs.  -^ 

Curap  Oliver.  New  l;onir\  X.  C,  iSlavch  '-ird,  ]SG3.  i 

Special  Orders.  )  '  '  1 

No.  82.  I  .  j 

In    compliance   with    Erig-ade    <.)r<^Ts    No.   99,   March   2i!d,    lSf)3,  1 

coiuniaTviors  of  ccmpanies  A  aii<l  C  will  proceed  with  their  coir.panies  to  conip  near  "Deep  t 

Gully,"   aiiil    report    to   Captain    J.    Waldo    Deuiiy,   Twer.ty-fiftli    Regiment    Ma=;.->aclmsetis  "^ 

"Volunteer.-,  for  duty  on  p/icket.  i 

By  ord<.'r  of  | 

Colouel  JosLVH  Pu'Kinr.  « 

J.  il.  i'ir.F_\K,vv,  Lieutenant  and  Aviimj  AJJ'nani  >* 
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CHAPTER    IX. 
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A    STORY    AND    A    NIGHT    ATTACK  —  DEP:P    GULLY  —  ATTACK    UPON 
NEW    BERNE  —  GRAND    REVIEW. 

^^  movement  made  by  the  Tyventy-fiftli  Massacliusetts  witli 
W"f--  ^'^^  dctacluoent  at  Camp  Pickett,  in  March,  1SG3,  is  of 
C&>^  considerable  interest  as  connected  with  circumstances 
which  can  only  be  told  by  a  frequent  re|)Ctition  of  the  royal 
pronoun  '•  vre  ■'  —  a  word  that  may  be  used  only  by  editors  and 
those  who  wear  crowns  upon  their  heads  nnd  are  clothed  in 
purple.  Some  comrades  who  know  the  story  and  the  secret  of 
the  night  attack  upon  the  enemy's  canip  on  the  Kinston  road, 
have  urged  that  it  be  told  here,  allowing  that  terrilde  little 
pronoun  not  to  influence  one  iota  of  the  tale  we  tell.  Submissive 
to  their  jiidTmcnr,  we  narrate,  that  early  in  February,  ISlio, 
Mctjor  Net'nercoit,  vrhose  personal  appearance  and  character- 
istics have  been  painted  upon  some  preceding  page,  for  reasons 
best  known  to  the  Confederate  authorities,  was  withdrawn  with 
his  battalion,  from  our  front,  and  a  battalion  of  the  Forty- 
liflh  North  Carolina  tro(n^)S  was  substituted,  witli  a  camp  some 
eight  miles  easterly  of  Kinston. 

On  tlie  2Ttli  of  February,  Lieutenant  Knott,  of  whom 
we  have  before  spoken,  came  to  our  lines  in  charge  of  a 
flag  of  truce,  having  in  his  conpjany,  Lieulcnant  Scales  of  the 
Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  R'tgiment,  and  an  unusually  largo 
escort.  Circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  that  they  should 
remain  all  night,  and,  feeling  a  little  insecure,  Colonel  Sprague, 
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Fifty-first  Massachusetts,  then  occupying  temporarily  a  camp 
near  tlie  Deep  Gully  outpost,  was  requested  by  the  writer  to 
furnish  a  company  for  extra  picket  duly,  and  he  directed 
Captain  Baldwin's  company  to  report  for  the  service,  which 
was  cheerfully  performed,  enabling  us  to  double  our  guards 
and  strengthen  weak  points. 

In  the  evening  we  made  a  social  call  upon  the  officers  of  the 
flag  at  Scott's  house.  During  the  evening.  Scales  infornied  us 
that  Nethercott  and  his  men  had  been  withdrawn  from  our 
front,  and  in  their  stead  the  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment was  on  duty.  He  added,  perhaps  jocosely;  that  if  our 
Yankees  would  favor  tlicm  with  a  visit,  we  would  find  men  to 
I  confront  us  who  %\ould  stand  fire  and  not  run  avray.      [Nether- 

I  cott's    Battalion    invariably  ran    away,  and   this  remark  was 

I  uttered   probably    as   a   reminder   that   the    Forty-fifth    North 

i  Carolina  was  made  of  bolter  material.]     A.  little  nettled  by  his 

!  challenge,  vvo  rep'lled   that  it  would    be   a  novelty  in  North 

Carolina  to  find  Confederate  troops  that  would  stand  fire,  and 
that  if  he  had  that  kind,  we  would  be  glad  to  call  and  see  him. 
Some  other  words  foMowed,  and  then  Knott  diplomatically 
turned  liis  associate  in  another  direction  of  thouglit.  We 
purpusely  remained  very  late,  having  a  large  escoi't,  ?nd 
i  finally  left   upon  very  go-.»d   terms.     Early   the  next  morning 

;,  the  fiag  was  dismissed. 

The  conversation  vvith  Scales  was  reported  Yei'bally  to 
General  Foster,  and  also  to  Colonel  Pickett.  AYe  asked  of 
Foster  an  opportunity  to  lead  an  attack  upon  the  cariip  of  the 
Foi'ty-nfi'.i  North  Carolina  Regiment,  and  received  his  assurance 
that  such  an  oppoi'tunity  would  be  afforded,  but  suggested  that 
we  wo  it  until  a  supporting  force  could  be  employed. 

On  the  evening  of  March  4th,  as  good  luck  would  have  it, 
a  very  intelligent  man,  a  deserter  from  the  Forty-fifth  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  came  to  ihc  outpost  and  was  conducted  to 
our  tent.  We  loved  tliat  man  at  sight.  He  luul  inlurmation, 
and   we  could   S(.|ueeze   him.     The  gods  v>'ei-o  really   good   in 


^ 
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sending  that  fellow,  of  all  otliers,  just  the  one  we  wanted  to  \ 

see.     He  told  ns  all  about  tlie  camp  of  the  Forty-fifLli  Xortli  | 

Carolina  Regiment  —  a  canjn  of  four  companies  commanded  Ijy  ! 

a  Major,  ^vliose   name   is  blank  just  now,  bucau^e  forgotten.  ' 

Scales  was  there,  comma]K]ing  a  company,  and  Knott  was  there  : 

commandino;  a  com.|:»anv  of  cavaliw.      kx\A  then  our  new  found  : 

iriend  made  a   map  of   tlie  location  of  the   camp  and  of  the  •; 

roads   leading   to   it,  and   gave   us  xi^v^j  much  valuable   infor-  j 

mationjW'hich  came  (luite  opportunely.  i 

All  the<e  facts  ^\ere  reported  to  tlie  commanding  General, 
and  he  believed  the  pro[>itious  moment  had  come. 

The  next  day,  tlie  following  order  came  to  Camp  Pickett :  — 

Ilenr]. quarters  Twenty-fit'tU  liec;-iment  ]Ma3saclra5ett3  Yolunteers. 

Caijip  Oiiver,  Xew  Berne,  Mareli  5th,  1S63.  .; 

Specifil  Orders,  )  i 

No.  86.  (  ■    ■  ; 

Pa^-suatjf  to  Bri;^ade  Special  Oiders  No.  oG,  March 
5th,  1&G3,  Capt:tin  J.  Waldo  Denny,  commanding  dctachnieut  Twenty-llfth 
Kegiment  ^Mu.ssaehusetts  Vohinteors,  v»i]|  lia^e  the  conipajiies  under  his  com- 
mand iu  readiness  to  march  with  four  days'  cooked  rations,  in  light  marching 
order,  overcoats,  woollen  and  rubher  hhinketrf  and  fort}'  rounds  of  ammunition. 

By  order  of 

Colonel  JosiAfr  Picilett. 
James  M.  Drkxvan,  Lieutmaat  and  Acfhvj  Adju-'ant. 

On  the  Gill  of  Marcli  the  detachment  at  Canvp  Pickett  joined 
the-  regiment  on  its  movement  to  the  junction  of  the  Trenton 
and  Kinston  roads.  The  official  report  made  by  Colonel 
Pickett  to  bi'igade  headquarters,  states  what  was  done  on  the 
night  of  the  Gth  of  ^larch : 

lieadijuarters  Twenty-fifth  Begiment  Massadiusetts  Volunteers. 
Camp  Oliver,  New  Berne,  X.  C,  March  12th,  1S63. 
To  Colonel  II.  C.  Lke,  "' 

Cormiandinir  Second  Briirade  Fir.'^t  Division 
Kiglileeuth  Army  Corps. 

'''ohuiel :  —  1  have  tl.e  honor,  to  report  that  iji 
compliance  ^vith  orihTs  issued  by  yoa  on  the  otli  iu.^rant,  t  proceeded  ^vi^[l  my 
command  rui  the  tkh  in:?tant  to  the  forks  of  the  Trhnton  and  Kinston  roads, 
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seventeen  miles  ui.>t;xi-i!:  from  this  place.  We  readied  our  destination  about 
four  o'clock,  p.  5[.  I  imniediaLely  secreted  my  furco  from  the  observation  of 
the  enemy,  between  Jmrijiing  Ilun  and  Xetliercotts  ;  my  purpose  being  to  make 
a  demonstration  on  tlie  enemy's  outposts  during  the  night.  The  expedition, 
consisting  of  three  compajiies  of  infantry  under  Captain  J.  Waldo  Denny,  with 
Captain  Jacobs'  and  Captain  Chamberlain's  companies  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  lefr  our  bivouac  at  miilniglit,  proceeding  rapidly  up  the  Kinston  road, 
a  distance  of  four  niiles.  Tlie  cavalry  leading  the  advance,  encountered  and 
Avere  fired  upon  by  tlic  rebel  pickets.  They  immediately  made  a  most  galbnt 
charge  ol  over  a  mile,  the  iiifantry  following  at  double-quick.  Eeach.ing  Jones' 
house,  [the  enemy's  re.tened  picket  force]  Captain  Jacobs  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing two  of  their  scours,  and  in  doing  so  was  fired  upon  from  an  anibnsh, 
seriously  wounding  a  sergeant  and  private  of  his  company.  Ascertaining  that 
their  camp  was  alarmed,  Captain  Denny  ordered  the  infantry  in  advance,  and 
pushed  on,  receiving  and  returning  their  fire  from  various  points.  When 
withiu  a  short  distau oe  o!"  their  camp,  the  infantry  were  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers on  each  side  of  the  road.  Tlie  line  mo\ed  up  steadily,  passing  the 
barricade  of  trees,  and,  when  within  a  few  ruds  of  tlie  rebels  intrenched  beliind 
earthv/orks,  received  a  Iseavy  volley  of  musketry  ;  this  was  returned,  and  after 
a  sharp  skirmish,  the  r-jbels  were  routed  and  pursued  for  some  distance,  but 
escaped  ir.to  the  woods.  Pursuit  being  useless,  and  perhaps  umler  the  circum- 
.stauces  imprudent,  Captain  Denny  ordered  his  men  to  return,  bunied  their 
camp,  destroying  twelve  ten*s,  several  log  barracks,  a  huge  number  of  new 
knapsacks,  arms,  equipnumts,  blankets,  several  boxes  of  new  clotlung  aud  in 
fact  everything  left  by  tlie  rebels  in  their  hasty  departure.  Owing  to  their 
superior  speed,  only  five  prisoners  v»ere  taken,  whom  I  forwarded  under  guard  to 
Headquarters.  The  force  reported  back  to  our  bivouac,  with  no  loss  and  only 
tuo  wnunded,  at  six  o'cj^jck,  a.  vi.,  having  inarched  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles, 
and  [..,  witbi't  eiirhr  nvAv<.  of  Kiu^ton.  ]''rom  muster-rolls  found  in  the  ('nf-my's 
(.;u:q.,  tin  ir  b.^r^'e  ^v■a>  e:;t;!i!ated  ,ii  one  hundred  and  ninet}-  [10''!  cf'fctive  n^cn. 
Ours  Trnmbered  one  hundred  ami  thirty  [b3u]  infantry  [wliich  \A'as  the  only 
fi,)r<-e  eng;;ged  after  lea\ing  Jones'  h-juse]   aiul  eighty   [80]  ca\alry. 

I  desire  to  ackno'-vl'i'ibie  the  galhoitry,  b7'a.\ery  an<i  endurance  of  botli  officers 
aiifl  jnen  euLiP.ged  in  t'ae  affair.  Considering  tiieir  fatiguing  march  the  previous 
day,  CO  ma'.rii  eio'/it  miles  after  nudnight,  whip  tlie  rebels  handsomely  and 
return  by  (hvybreak,  vin-y  mucii  c!-ei!it  is  due  them.  Captain  Denny  is  entitled 
to  great  praise  fur  the  ability  with  wliieh  he  coaducied  the  expeditiun.  Tiio 
Third  Xew  York  Cavalry  sustained  their  ]>riiliant  reputation.  *  *•  During  our 
st.iy  ;it  Xetliereott's,  scouting  parties  were  sent  otit  occasionally  to  observe  the 
mcivements  of  the  enemv.  i)n  the  morning  of  the  Sth,  (.'aptaiu  O'Neill  dis- 
!•(!•, ored  tlie  enemy  in  Trenton,  aiel  exclianged  shots  across  the  ri\:er.  Captain 
ll.u-riiiuioii,  fn.un  a  vecounoissance  on  the  Kinston  njad,  returned  v.ith  tlic 
inteliiirenre    tiiat    a    larire    body   of    rebtd    cavalry    had    ap[u-oached    to    witliiu 
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Iieeeivi?ig-  orders  from  you  at  ten  o  clock,  a.  3t.,  on  the  Sth,  to  fall  back  to  a  j 

more  defensible  position,  1  retired  to  the  ior!^  of  the  Trenton  and  Pollocks- 
vilie  roadf^,  reniaiiung-  tliere  uaiil  the  lOth,  at  tvro  o'clock,  f.  m.,  Avlien,  by  your 
orders  I.  returned  to  New  Berne,  leaving  the  four  companies  uinler  Captain 
Denny  in  their  former  position  ne;ir  Deep  GuUy.  ' 

Very  respectfully  your  ohedient  servant,  j 

JosrAH  Pickett,  | 

Colonel  Tv;ent>j-Jifth  Ilrgiment  IfassachnseJJs  ]'oi>inte'irs.  | 


Wc  will  here  state  tliat  a  part  of  our  plan  was  to  isurprlse 
the  enemy  in  tlieir  caiup  —  this  faih^'cl  when  the  outposts  were 
not  reached  before  opportanitj  was  given  to  fire.  Knowing 
that  the  enemy  was  flanked  by  swamps  tl'rough  whi-ch  he  could 
not  escape,  and  that  the  rear  was  tlie  only  way  of  egress  left — 
that  a  good  road  opened  directly  to  their  rear,  npon  the  left  of 
which  road  their  intrenched  camp  was  located,  our  next  plan 
was  to  cause  a  charge  of  cavalry  down  the  road,  sweeping 
bej'oud  tlie  camp,  securing  the  reai",  while  the  intantry  sup- 
ported, by  an  attack  in  front.  To  tlvis  pAaii  Cap'tain  Jacobs 
objected  upon  tlie  plea  that  he  might  lose  some  of  his  men, 
.  wdiich  was  very  likely,  and  so,  not  wisliing  to  assume  responsi- 
bility of  ])eremptorily  ordering  officers  of  anottier  regiment 
and  another  branch  of  the  service  very  nearly  our  eijuals  in 
rank,  to  perform  a  duty  not  agreeal)le,  we  lost  the  chance  of 
I  capturifiir  nearlv  or  uuilu  all  of  tlie  enernv's  force.     It  is  onlv 

1   .  riglii  to  sav,  that   Captain   Cliariiijerlaiii   did  not  object  to  the 

I  movement  suggested.     Tiie  infiintiy  v»as   then  ordered  to  the 

j  -iront,  adv-ancing  as  skirinishers,  Lieutenant  Daly  conunanding 

the  right  witli  ilankers  of  Cona[)any  G,  and  Sergeant  Samuel 
11.  Putnam  commaiidiiig  tlie  left  ilankers  from  Company  A, 
tliat  company  connnanded  by  Lieutenant  Bessy,  and  Company 
K,  comuianded  by  liieurenant  Forbes,  having  the  centre.  Re- 
ceiving the  enemy's  fii'C  as  we  came  near  their  line,  a  charge 
was  ordered,  and  in  a  moment  of  time,  the  tliree  companies, 
gallantly  led  by  their  officers,  were  within  the  enemy's  camp. 
I'he  Forty-lifth  North  Carolina  troops  ran  away,  ])ri;)ving  that 
as   runners   to   the   rear,  they   w<;re   ([iiite   er^ual   to  the  fanied 
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ruDiiing  battalion  of  Major  XetliercoU.  Some  of  the  comnianLl 
brought  us  the  i>ay-roll  of  Scales'  Company,  which  had  the 
receipts  of  the  men,  })ut  upon  Vvhicli  payment  had  not  been 
made.  This  pay-roll  Avas  sent  afterwards  to  the  x\.ntiquarian 
Society  at  Worcester  as  an  interesting  war  relic.  About  the 
pay-roll,  more  anon. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  as  the  dctaclimcnt  moved  up  to  the 
breastworks  in  gallant  style,  did  no  mischief  whatever.  One 
man  of  Company  G,  Private  Carl  Kailer,  received  a  bullet  and 
three  buckshots  through  his  dipper,  haversack  and  coat.  Had 
it  been  daylight,  when  our  men  could  be  seen  and  deliberately 
aimed  at,  numbers  of  them  must  have  fallen  by  that  lire. 
Sei'geant  Putnam  ol  Coinpany  A,  ^vas  the  first  to  report 
himself  inside  the  camp  and  to  give  iidbnnation  tliat  the 
the  enemy  had  ilcd.  Lieutenant  Forbes  witli  Company  K, 
was  ordered  in  piirsuit,  but  was  soon  recalled.  After  the 
camp  oT  the  enemy  v, as  disposed  of  as  staled  in  Colonel 
Pickett's  report,  a  hasty  marcii  was  made  to  the  bivouac  of 
the  Twenly-iifth  Regiment,  tlic  danger  being  imminent  that 
a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavaLy  only  a  ikiw  miles  in  our  rear, 
might  overtake  us  upon  the  return  march. 

This  movement  upon  tlie  Kinston  road  was  supported  by 
diversions  at  several  points.  On  tlie  7th  of  March,  tlie  Fifty-- 
first  ^lassachuseLls,  Cvdonel  Sprague,  with  a  section  of  Lee's 
Battery  and  Captain  Moschell's  Company  of  the  Third  New 
York  Cavalry  made  a  movement  in  the  directioii  af  Swans- 
boro',  from  Nev/po'rt  barracks.  At  the  same  tiuio,  the  Third 
IMassachusetts,  Colonel  Pcichmond,  and  a  poition  of  the  Third 
New  York  Cavalry  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Levy'is,  made  a 
raid  into  Jones  and  Onslow  counties. 

As  stated  in  tlie  report  of  Colonel  Pickett,  tlie  Tv/enty-fifth 
Massaclnisetts  retired  to  the  junction  of  tlie  Trenton  and 
Pollocks villo  roads,  and  while  tliure  [March  9th]  the  Colonel 
was  notified  that  a  flag  of  truce  was  at  the  outpost,  and  the 
writer   was    invitcil     to    acompuny     tlie    commaiuting    oQicer 
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thither.  There  we  found  our  old  friend  Knott,  Avho  had, 
previous  to  our  arrival,  in  an  illegitimate  manner,  leai-ned 
who  had  commanded  the  night  attack  upon  .the  camp  of  the 
Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Ilcgimeut.  He  said  he  was 
requested  by  Scales  to  make  his  compliments  to  us,  and 
to  say  that  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  him  if  he 
had  his  company  pay-rolls,  and  as  thoy  could  be  of  no  use 
to  us,  he  would  esteem  it  a  favor  if  they  were  returned.  In 
reply,  we  requested  Lieutenant  Knott  to  convey  our  compli- 
ments to  Lieutenant  Scales,  and  to  say  to  him  that  his  pay-rolls 
would  be  at  our  camp  on  the  outposts,  v^ltere  li^'.  could  get  thej/i 
if  he  ivas  a.hle.  After  transacting  the  business,  Vv"hjch  of  course 
did  not  relate  to  the  pay-roils,  Cojonel  Pickett  dismissed  the 
flag,  and  that  is  the  last  we  ever  saw  of  Lieutenant  Knott, 
l)ut  afterwards,  at  Plymoutli,  vre  met  some  of  the  men  who 
then  formed  his  escort,  who  were  in  our  hands  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  who  reported  Knott  to  be  n<3ar  Plymouth.  This  was 
on  tlie  9th  of  }.Iarch,  and  four  days  thereafter  piai'ch  13th] 
the  enemy  tried  to  get  possession  of  the  pay-rolls  and  punish 
tlic  Yankees  for  tiieir  audacity. 

At  half-past  two  o'clock,  p.  ]M.,  of  that  day,  the  enemy  sud- 
denly appeared  iu  fj'ont  of  our  outposts  at  Deep  Gully.  The 
"Gully,"  as  it  A\as  called,  was  a  chasm  I'unning  from  the  Trent 
ri^er  oii  tiiC  north  for  a  distance  of  sc^■eral  miles  to  the  south, 
with  a  narroNv  l»ut  deejj  sLreaui  of  water,  bridged  at  the  cross- 
ing, of  the  Trent  road  and  having  a  ford  about  half  a  mile 
s<)Uth  of  the  bridge.  Anticipating  for  some  time  tlie  proba- 
bibty  of  an  attack,  a  substantial  earlliwork  had  been  thrown  \\\) 
neiir  the  bridge  by  which  tlie  position  could  l»e  protected. 

A  pioneer  corps,  under  cliarge  of  Sergeant  Wm.  J.  Bond  of 
Cona|)any  K,  had  cut  a  large  number  of  trees  on  both  sides  th.e 
road,  so  th.at  one  or  two  cuts  moio  woidd  cause  ihem  to  fall. 
Near  to  Camp  Pickett,  a  barricade  of  trees  had  been  made  so 
th;U  neitiier  cavalry  or  aitillery  could  advance  upon  our  camp 
•  =  .\"oopt  after  reraoving  the  obstacles,  which.  w<juld  prove  a 
'.firiicult  work. 
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Iiiforraed  of  the  attack  upon  the  outpost  and  that  the  vidette 
and  advanced  pickets  were  driven  in,  Captain  Chambeidaiu 
with  his  company  of  cavalry  was  directed  to  hasten  up,  cross 
the  bridue  and  feel  of  tlie  enemy  so  far  as  to  learn  their 
strength,  but  not  to  endanger  his  command.  Company  K, 
Lieutenant  Forbes,  moved  up  double-quick,  and  the  other 
companies,  A,  C  and  G,  followed  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Upon  reaching  the  bridge,  we  crossed  over  and  directed 
Forbes  to  deploy  his  company  as  skirmisliers  and  be  ready 
to  cover  rho  cavalry  if  they  fell  back  in  retreat.  The  cavalry 
was  lightly  engaged  above  the  Scott  house,  but  soon  com- 
menced  a  retreat,  when  we  joined  tliem,"and  was  infonned 
by  Chamberkiin  tliat  tlie  ojiem)  was  in  force  above  the  Scott 
house,  with,  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  cavalry  recrosscd  the 
bridge  with  one  man  mortally  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Forbes 
having  also  recrosscd,  the  pioneers  cut  away  the  bridge  and 
very  soon  liud  the  road  filled  with  fallen  trees. 

Company  K  under  Fori)es  took  position  in  the  intrench- 
mer.ts,  and  Company  A  under  Lieutenant  Bessy,  C  undor 
Lieutenant  Davis,  and  G  u.m]cr  Captain  Wagely,  took  positions 
in  rear  of  the  rifle  pits  and  earthworks.  Sergeant  Stone  of 
Company  K  was  sent  over  tlie  gully  with,  six  men  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy  and  watcli  his  movements.  Very  soon  tlie 
enemy  ^^'as  seen  approaching  with  a  skirmish  line,  and  Scr- 
geaiit  Stone  returned  with  his  scouts  and  joined  the  force  ii) 
the  intrenchments. 

Some  of  the  ofhcers  and  soldiers  of  the  detachment,  liad 
employed  their  leisure  time  in  making  ami  mounting  upon 
wheels  a  i-emarkably  good  imitation  of  a  tvv-el\e-ponm!"r 
Parrot,  and  this  'Mjuaker-gun"  pointed  threateningly  througli 
an  embrasure.  The  enemy  saw  this  engine  of  death  and 
were  cautious. 

Sergeant  Charles  C.  ]\[urdoek  witli  a  scpnid  of  men  were 
sent  to  the  fvU'd  to  watch  tlie  locality  and  give  notice  of  any 
a])|)earance  of  a  Hank   inov^nrient.     The  enemy  finally   placed 
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four  .guns  in  position  near  the  Scott  house,  and  directly 
opened  upon  us,  firing  rapidly,  throwing  shell  and  grape 
shot.  The  enemy  got  to  work  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
In  the  nieantune,  couriers  had  been  dispatched  to  New 
Berne,  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  with  information  of  the  situa- 
tion. Soon  after  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis 
of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  arrived,  and  relieved  us  of 
the   responsibility  of  conmiand.     Lie  had    brought  four  com-  f 

panics    of  cavalry    with    liira,    vrhich    he    left    with    Captain  | 

Ciiamberlain's    Company    at    the    opening    near    the    Grape  | 

Vine    house,  half  a   mile    in  the  rear.     He   also   bi-ought   up  { 

one  field    piece.      The    infantry    was   well    secured    from    the  •       I 

Hying  missiles  and   so  escaped  vronderfully,  though  often  cov-  ■ 

ered  with  dirt  before  their  time. 

Lewis  at  length  suggested  that  it  was  getting  decidedly 
hot  —  the  enemy  was  dravring  nearer,  and  by  his  direction 
we  ordered  a  movement  rearward.  The  command  retired 
deliberately  thougli  they  seemed  to  have  such  a  love  for  the 
old  familiar  trees  tliat  they  embraced  them  warmly  as  they 
retired.  We  readied  an  opening,  perhaps  six  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear,  and  there  made  a  stand,  two  companies  of  infantry 
on  each  side  of  the  road,  the  field  piece  occupying  the  centre, 
\  in   the  road.     It  was  not  long  ]>oibrc  the  enemy  came  over  the 

I  ri'^^b'  GcU'thworks  with  suchi  terrific  yells  as  were  often  heard 

I  during   the  war.      Tliey   occupied    tlie  position   v/e    had   left, 

J  wiiere  tliey    formed,  and   contin.ued   the  attack,   receiving  the 

com{)linients  of  the  field  piece  and  the  line  of  infantry  in 
return.  Sergeant  Murdoch  came  up  from  the  '•  ford  "  at  this 
time,  giving  information  that  the  enemy  was  crossing  there  and 
v\'Ould  soon  ilank  our  riglit.  We  then  ordered  a  retreat,  direct- 
ing each  company  commander  to  move  back  slowly  and  in  good 
order.  As  tiie  movement  commenced,  the  enemy  advanced, 
cheering  and  yelling — but  they  remained  at  a  respectful  dis- 
tance. The  company  connnandc;rs,  suljaltcrns  and  men,  were 
as  cool   and   undounted  as  if  no  dann'cr  th'reatened.     We  have 
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always  thought  that  the  admirable  calmness  displayed  by  these 
four  companies  during  this  backward  movement,  saved  us  from 
disaster.  The  enemy  undoubtedly  reasoned  tliat  these  soldiers 
would  not  display  such  a  })old  front  and  careless  manner,  unless 
they  had  a  largo  support  in  the  rear.  Had  these  soldiers 
become  demoralized,  and,  panic-stricken,  tied  the  field,  nothing- 
could  have  saved  them  from  death  or  captivity.  xVs  it  was, 
oidy  one  of  our  num])er,  Private  William  C.  Wiswell  of  Com- 
pany G,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  explained  to  us 
alter  his  exchange,  a  year  from  that  time,  that  he  ''  stubbed  his 
toe  and  fell,  and  that  before  he  could  gather  himself  up,  one  of 
the  Johnnies  had  him  fast." 

Reaching  the  large  opening  at  the  Grape  Yine  house,  the  five 
companies  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  formed  on  our  left, 
and  liere  we  waited  the  onslaught  of  the  enemy,  and  here  too, 
from  a  native  citizen  living  on  tlie  I'oad  beyond  our  lines,  who 
iKid^  flanked  tl^e  enemy  and  reached  us  in  safety,  we  learned 
wliot  the  eneni}'  vras  in  our  front.  It  comprised  the  division  of 
General  P.  H.  Hill  with  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery.  There 
was  consicicrable  cavalry,  and  our  informant  said  he  counted 
eleven  regimental  flags. 

Here  we  remained  in  lin.e  of  battle,  occasionally  indulging 
in  a  little  firing  until  seven  and  oinvhalf  o'clock,  p.  i>r.  — a  long, 
dreary  waiting.  AV  e  all  felt  very  anxious  for  the  result,  fearing 
the  en*^my  miglit  I'caoh  the  Red  honse  and  flank  us,  and,  while 
we  watched  carefully  in  tliat  direction,  the  force  was  too  snudl 
to  pernut  its  divisi(.)n  for  the  |>urpose  of  protecting  the  flank. 
Ai  the  hour  named,  we  received  succor  —  our  comrades  of  the 
Twenty-tifih  I  They  were  the  first  to  reach  the  scene  of  action, 
though  not  the  nearest.  They  came  up  the  road  at  a  double- 
quick,  and  only  seemed  anxious  to  travel  faster.  They  had 
marehed  nine  miles  in  little  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day,  dn'poral  Edward  Townsend  of 
Company  (;,  with  111  teen  men,  was  stationed  on  tlie  left  of  the 
gully  eanhv.-orks.  as  a  picket— wiili  thiC  usual   orders  to  hold 
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his  position  until  relieved.  As  he  did  not  report  himself,  it 
was  concluded  ho  had  been  captured.  We  sent  several  scouts 
to  find  him,  but  none  succeeded  in  reaching  his  position. 
Finally,  the  n^iorning  after  the  action  at  the  gullj.  a  Lieutenant 
of  tlie  Third  New  York  Cavalry  [we  regret  that  his  name  is 
forgotten]  volunteered  to  take  our  orders  to  Corporal  Town- 
send,  and  said  he  would  not  return  until  he  eitlier  saw  the 
corporal  or  found  he  was  not  at  his  post.  The  lieutenant 
found  Townsend  and  all  his  men  at  their  post  of  duty.  During 
the  night  they  had  been  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  knew  that 
we  had  retreated,  because  the  enemy  held  the  gully  position  and 
the  firing  came  from  his  rear.  Yet  he  clung  to  his  post, 
allowed  no  fires  and  no  match  to  be  lighted,  and  no  talking 
above  a  wliisper.  Tliat  afternoon,  scouting  down  'the  left 
bank  of  the  Trent,  he  brought  all  his  party  into  camp.  Cor- 
poral Townsend  received  afterwards,  a  lieutenancy  for  his 
bravery. 

We  hei-e  a|)pend  the  official  report  of  Colonel  Pickett,  which 
gives  the  story  of  Deep  Guily  where  we  left  it : —      •    ' 


Camp  Oliver,  Nevr  Berne,  N.  C,  ]Nr;irdi  1.5th,  1863. 

To  Captain  Gi:o.  W.  Eahtlkxt,  Actini/  As^istiuit  Adjaf.anf-Ge.nn-ul, 

Sixond  Brinade,  First  Division,  Ki'jldrt'nth  Axr/njj  Corps. 
Sir  —  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  on  the  13th  instant,  at  five  and  one-half 
oV-Iock;  F,  M.,  I  ?tarted  N\ith  six  companies  of  my  re,yiment  for  the  outposts  near 
"Deep  Gully,"  that  ])lace  boin^;- attacked  by  the  eneniy  and  held  by  the  other 
four  coujpanit'S  of  tlie  Twenty-fifth  Massaclmsetts  ^vith  a  piirt  of  the  Third 
New  York  Cavalry.  I  arrived  at  the  disjiuted  grounds  soon  after  dark  and 
learned  that  tlie  enemy  were  in  strong  force  in  our  front,  with  infantry, 
eavalry  au.l  artillery,  at  a  ilistanee  of  ouedialf  of  a  njile.  J'.y  order  of  Colonel 
Lee,  conimaTidin^-  bri-ade,  I  divided  my  regiment,  placing  a  wing  on  either  si-Ie 
of  the  Trent  road,  throwing  out  a  .strong  picket  to  giiard  against  surprise,  and 
remained  on  our  arms  until  morning.  At  dayl)rfak  1  ujoved  forward  Company 
K, .  LleuteniDit  Torljcs,  comniatitling,  as  :^kirmishers,  and  they  immediately 
engaued  ihc  t.-ncmy's  line.  Geiieral  I'abner  taking  comnumd,  1  was  ordered 
forward,  supported  by  tlie  Fiftli  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Kegiments  with 
a  set  tiun  <d  KigiTs'  and  one  piece  of  Belger's  Batteries.  Musketry  liring  Mas 
e<jat!!iueil  fur  JU'arlv  ihree  hours. 
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The  city  beintr  attacked  in  our  rear,  the  reaiincnts  supportinir  me  were  with- 
drawn for  its  defenee,  and  I  was  left  witli  tlie  rej^iment  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery  to  take  care  of  the  enemy  tlie  hest  I  could,  with  special  orders  from 
General  Palmer  not  to  expose  the  pieces.  I  Ijlockaded  the  road  and  fell  back 
to  a  better  position  at  the  Jackson  house,  and  awaited  their  advance.  Thoy 
soon  beg-an  to  shell  the  woods  and  kept  it  up  at  intervals  during  the  day,  but 
did  not  advance.  At  four  o'clock,  r.  m.,  I  sent  out  Company  II  under  command 
of  Captain  Harrington,  to  observe  the  movements  and  position  of  the  enemy, 
if  possiljle.  He  went  as  far  as  "  Deep  Gully  "  and  found  them  falling  back. 
Plxclianging  shots  with  them  at  that  place,  he  returned.  I  was  relieved  by  the 
Forty-third  Massachusetts  Regiment  at  six  o'clock,  v.  m.,  on  the  14th,  and 
returned  to  camp  at  New  Berne  A\ith  a  loss  of  one  man  Avounded  and  one 
missing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  Pickett,  Colonel  Ticenfjj-pftli  Regunent  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

The  attack  upon  New  Berne  referred  to  in  Colonel  Pickett's 
report  and  which  caused  the  withdrawal  of  all  the  force  near 
Deep  Gully  except  the  Twentj-hfth  Regiment  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  as  stated,  was  the  attack  of  General  Pettigrew's 
Brigade  with  twelve  guns,  upon  Fort  Anderson  on  the  easterly 
side  of  the  Neuse,  opposite  New  Berne.  This  position  was 
held  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson  and  some  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men  of  the  Ninety-second  New  Yoi-k  Volunteers. 
Surrounding  the  place,  Pettigrew  sent  a  summons  to  Anderson 
to  surrender.  The  latter  asked  for  time  to  consider,  and 
Pettigrew  granted  thirty  minutes,  wliich  gave  Anderson  tinii^ 
to  communicate  with  New  Berne  and  to  request  aid  from  the 
gunboats.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time,  xVnderson  sent  a 
message  to  Pettigrew  as  follows:  "  My  orders  are  to  hold  tliis 
place,  and  I  shall  never  surrender  it."  While  Anderson  was 
waiting  to  consider,  Pettigrew  put  Ids  guns  in  position  forming 
his  infantry  in  three  lines  behind  them,  and  when  he  received 
Anderson's  answer,  he  o))encd  a  rapid  and  terrific  fire — i»nt 
the  shell,  canister  and  grape  went  over  the  fort  and  fell  like 
hailstones  in  tlie  waters  of  the  Neuse,  while  the  garrison  closely 
hugged  the  sand  walls,  waiting  Un-  a  charge. 

As  soon  as  the  naval  connnandant  was  notified  of  the  danger 
threatening  Camp  Anderson,  the  United  States  gunboat  SIoi^''- 
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sheen  under  command  of  Cajitain  Henry  A.  Plielon  was  ordered 
to  the  rescue.  The  Shaivsheen  had  arrived  from  Plymouth  the 
night  previous,  and  in  coming  up  the  river  had  ran  into  one  of 
the  sunken  piles  at  tlie  old  blockade,  sutfering  the  loss  of  her 
rudder,  but,  being  the  only  light-draft  vessel  in  the  harbor  could 
be'  made  particularly  serviceable  in  the  defence.  She  was 
therefore  taken  in  tow  by  a  tug-boat,  and  towed  into  position 
very  near  the  fort.  Xi  this  time  General  Foster  crossed,  the 
river  to  t!ie  fort,  protected  in  crossing,  ])y  the  guns  of  the 
Shawsheen.  The  Iletzel^  Commander  Davenport,  and  the 
Iliuichhack^  took  part  in  the  engagement,  and,  at  a  longer 
range  than  that  of  the  Shaivsheen,  damaged  the  Confederates 
very  seriously.  The  Revenue  Cutter  went  down  the  river  and 
came  up  inside  the  bar,  doing  good  service.  While  the  fight 
was  on,  a  deserter  from  the  enemy,  stood  at  the  point  of  land 
making  into  the  river  above  the  fort,  waving  a  piece  of  white 
cloth.  General  Foster  saw  him  and  requested  Phelon  to  send 
some  men  in  a  boat  and  take  him  oil'.  Phelon  said  he  would 
go  himself.  In  a  boat,  with  a  few  men  at  the  oars,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  point  and  brought  the  man  away :  as  the  deserter 
entered  the  boat  he  said — "hurry  up — for  the  woods  are  full 
of  rebels  and  they  will  get  me  if  they  can."  Phelon  hastened 
off  and  moved  under  a  hot  tire  from  a  party  of  the  enemy  at 
that  moment  coming  out  of  the  woods. 

As  the  fight  continued,  the  gunboats  nmde  music  with  their 
guns.  Up  to  this  time,  a  schooner  armed  with  one  gun  and 
manned  by  negroes,  had  done  execution  against  the  enemy,  the 
colored  men  going  into  the  fight  with  great  gusto ;  but  when 
the  gunboats  were  well  at  work,  there  was  a  general  consterna- 
tion among  Pettigrt'w's  clans,  and  the  great  leader  was  not  long 
in  making  up  his' mind  to  get  away,  which  he  did  immediately, 
leaving  some  of  his  guns  and  a  number  of  his  dead  as  a 
memento  of  his  visit.  Lieutenant-Colunel  Anderson  and  his 
regiment,  as  well  as  the  gunl)oats,  received  credit  for  their 
brave  defence. 


180  TWENTY-FIFTH  MASSACHUSETTS. 

A  force  of  the  enemy  appeared  at  the  same  time  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  lines  at  Eachellurs'  creek,  driving  in  the  ad- 
vanced pickets.  The  cars  were  kept  running  ail  night  within 
our  lines,  and  tattoo  was  beaten  at  various  points  to  give  the 
enemy  an  exaggerated  idea  of  our  strength,  and  no  attack 
was  made. 

On  the  14tl!  of  March,  the  ten  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Massachu.^etts,  after  a  long  separation,  were  together  again  at 
Camp  Oliver,  and  the  writer  had  Lieutenant  Scales'  company 
pay-rolls  in  his  undisputed  possession. 

On  March  16th  the  following  complimentary  order  was  read 
at  di'ess  parade  :  — 

J:Iea(.l([anrters  Twenty-fift]i  r,p,vrirnent  Massadiiisetts  Volunteers. 
Cump  Oliver,  New  i^r-nic,  N.  C,  ilarcli  IGth,  1S63. 
Special  OrJers,  ] 
Xo.  90.  \ 

Tlie  comrj;uKiii}g  officer  of  tliis  repiiiient  tJiaiiks  the  four  coinpanie.^  under 
commaiid  of  Captain  Denny  on  the  outpo^^t,  for  their  .luiiiincliing-  valor  in 
repelling'  and  holding-  at  hay  the  enemy  for  seven  hours  at  Deep  Gully,  on  the 
13tli  instant.  He  a  bo  deems  the  conduct  of  Corporal  To^vn.-end  and  fifteen 
men  'vvho  so  resolutfly  stood  on  their  posts  in  obedience  to  order?,  and  so  close 
to  the  enemy  —  wortliy  of  special  mention.  He  also  thanks  the  six  companies 
at  Camp  ('>liv'er  for  tlie  promptness  and  eagerness  Avith  -which  they  marched 
forward  to  assist  tlieii:  eonn'n  des,  wlien  calh-d  upon  to  do  so.  He  feels  jiroud  to 
liavt.  command  of  sucii  a  regiment. 

By  order  of 

Colonel  JosiAH  Pickett. 

d.  jM.  Jhw.^^x^,  J A'-atenant  and  Acting  Adjatuat. 

GRAND    KEVIEW. 

During  tlie  month  of  February,  [1863]  General  Foster,  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  he  had  an  aiiny  reaching  to 
nearly  thirty  tliousand   men,   of   all  arms,  determined  upon  a 

\  <>-rand  review. 

I    .  Taken  togetlier,   the   regiments    and   batteries   contained    a 

I  remarkably  line  body  of  men,  and,  witliout  an  exce[)tion  that 

we  can  no^v  thirdc  of,  were  thoroughly  drilled.     The  brigades 

!  were  made  up  of  tlie  old  three  years'  regiments  and  the  regi- 
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nienls  mustered  for  nine  months'  service  incliscrlminatelj,  and 
the  hatter,  a  little  envious  tiuit  the  old  troops  wanted  all  the 
glorj,  were  constantly  on  their  mettle,  determined  to  make  a 
good  appearance  aJid  not  be  distanced  by  their  comrades  longer 
in  the  service.  This  fostered  a  healthy  rivalry,  and  the  old 
troops  were  forced  to  "  put  in  their  best  licks  "  in  order  to 
keep  the  lead  they  had  gained  by  a  longer  service. 

The  south  side  of  llie  Trent  river  was  fixed  as  the  place  for 
the  "  Grand  Review/'  The  day  was  superb,  the  ground  in  good 
condition,  and  from  early  dawn  the  bustle  of  pre|)aralion  was 
seen  among  all  the  camps  and  forts.  The  formation-  in  each 
brigade  vsas  in  colunui  by  regiments,  with  the  artillery  and  cav- 
alrv  on  tlie  left  of  the  line.  It  was  a  grand  sidit  as  each  oro-an- 
izatioii  wlieeled  into  column  by  company  and  passed  successively 
before  the  reviewing  officers,  who  were  posted  on  a  little  knull 
opposite  {\\Q  centre  of  the  line.  Among  so  many  splendid  battal- 
ions, particulaily  among  so  many  regiments  from  Massachusetts, 
we  don't  propose  to  say  tliat  the  Twenty-fifth  i\Iassacluisetts  was 
the  best  drilled  and  best  appearing  regiment  upon  that  field 
where  so  many  \\(y:<i  contending  honorably  for  superiority ;  we 
simply  say  that  the  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  appeared  witli 
equipments  and  muskets  polished  to  a  dazzling  l:>rightness  and 
eve'ylJiing  vv'as  exaeliy  in  its  ]-laee.  More  than  this:  every 
man  svas  doing  his  leM^  and  that  Vi'as  good  enougli  i'or  anybody. 
When  it  came  the  turn  of  the  'j'\\"enty-fiftli  to  njove,  tliere  was 
quite  a  long  march  to  !->c  made  before  the  cliange  of  direction: 
as  tliC  regiment  wheeled  into  column.  Colonel  Pickett  gave  the 
order— '' Right  shoulder  shift — arms!"  Xearing  the  review-, 
ing  officer,  the  regiment  passed  up  a  slight  elcvaiion,  and,  as 
the  order  came  to  shoulder  arms,  the  execution  of  it  was  like 
clock-work  and  the  movement  of  every  man  in  tlie  regiment 
was  plainly  seeri  from  tlie  reviewing  stand.  S^uch  precision  of 
motion- — such  superb  niarching,  could  only  be  equalled,  it 
could  not  fie  excelled.  After  the  revi.esv,  the  troops  marched 
to  quarters.     A  short  time  after  the  review   Colonel  II.  C.  Lee, 
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commandmg    onr    brigade,  called   upon    Colonel    Pickett   and  I 

said — "Colonel,!  have  called  to  congratulate  you:"     ^' For  | 

what?"  asked  Colonel  Pickett:     '^  Why,"  said  Colonel  Lee,  f 

"  I  have  just  come  from  General  Foster's  headquarters  and  the  I 

General  is  overilowing  -with  admiration  for  tlie  manner  in  which  i 

the  Twenty-hfih  pass:ed  in  review  to-day.     He  says  your  regi-  | 

ment  made  by  far  the  best  appearance  and  marched  better  than  1 

any  other  on  the  field,  and,"  added  the  Colonel,  ''I  am  ha}>py  A 

to  say  that  I  concur  with  the   General:    your  regiment  did  | 

splendidly."                                                        "^             ^  \ 

If  the  Twenty-fifth   excelled  in  anything,  it  was  in  march-  ^ 

ing :  this  was  one  of  the  tliiugs  in  which  they  could  not  be  ' 

beaten.     Tiie  marching  of  the  regiment  in.  line  of  battle  v/as  1 

always   superb,  marching  with  such  a  perfect   alignment   that  , 

not  even  a  waver  could  be  discovered  along  the  extended  line.  % 

It  is  easy  to  kee];)  a  good  company  alignmeut,  but  when  that  is  ^ 

extended  to   a  line   of  ten   companies,  each   company  having  \ 

from  sixty  to  seventy  men,  and  that  battle  line  marches  ^^tli  ' 
perfect   alijirmcnt,   it  is   something   that   any   regimental   com- 

mander  may  be  prond   of,  and  every  officer  and  man  of  tJie  \ 

battalion  may  remember  and  boast  of  for 'aye.  j 


\ 
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CHAPTER     X. 


A    CAMP    FIELD    DAY  —  PLYMOUTH — UP    THE    CHOWAN  —  EDENTON 
WINFIELD  —  SIEGE    OF    WASHINGTON FORT    WILLIAMS. 


^^ 


HE  anniversary  of  the  capture  of  Isew  Berne  was  to 
have   been  celebrated   bv  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachu- 


(^j/cS  setts  on.  the  14th  of  March,  [1868]  but  circurastances 
prevented,  and  on  the  17th,  the  fete  intended  for  trie  previous 
date  touk  plo.cc  upon  the  parade  ground  of  Camp  Oliver. 
Running  in  sacks,  catciiing-  the  greased-  pig,  foot  races, 
v/heeling  a  barrow  blindfolded,  sparring  between  Captain 
O'Neill  and  his  brother  James,  etc.,  occupied  the  time  until 
two  o'clock,  p.  M.  The  regiment  was  lionored  witli  the 
pncsence  of  Major-C-Jcnei^al  Foster  and  statf,  Brigadier-General 
Fiilnier  and  staff,  and  thp  officers  and  men  of  the  Fifth, 
Forty-sixth  and  other  Massachusetts  regiments.  This  was 
a  field  day  for  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts — a  day  when 
all  care  was  dropped  for  the  nonce  and  duty  was  laid  aside  for 
pleasure  and  social  enjoyment.  Camp  Oliver,  usually  so  high 
tone<i  in  all  things  military,  was  upon  this  occasion  toned  down 
far  below  the  coricert  pitcli ;  red  taj)e  was  abandoned,  army 
regulations  were  sealed,  and  the  boxer,  and  climber  and  swift- 
footed  runner  were  enthroned  in  the  hearts  of  all  wlio  visited 
Camp  Oliver  that  day.  It  proved  to  be  tlie  last  hours  of 
])leasure   in    that    camp,  for    the  next    day,  before  dark,  the 
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tents   at    Camp    Oliver   ^vere    struck,    and    seven    companies 
were    on    board    the    steamer  Escort^  en  route   for   Plymouth. 
.        Companies  A,  E  and   H  were  left  at  New  Eerne  to  follow 
■    at  another  time. 

[    .   ,       /        The    band   of   tlie    Fifth    Massachusetts,  whose   music    had 

I  solaced    many  an  hon.r    at   Camp   Oliver,  volunteered    its  ser- 

1        ,;     :     vice,  and  escorted    the  Twenty-fifth  liegiment  to   the  wharf. 

f  We  reached  Plvmoutli  at  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,  of  March  20ili, 

\  makin<;i:  the  vova^'c  in  a  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain.     The 

j       ■;  crarrisrrn  at  Plymouth  consisted  of  Companies  G,  Captain  Swift, 

[  ■  and  IL  Ca|.ilain  Sanford,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts, 

I      '■       •     Company  ]),  Capto.in  Thomas  F.  Howard,  of  the  Fifth  Massa- 

I        •  .■•      chusetts,  and   C'onrpany  C,  Captain   Cliff,   of   the  First  North 

I        •  Carolina   Union  Yoluntecrs,   and  a  small  company  of   Nortli 

I  ■>   Carolina    Cavalry,  all   under   command   of    Major   Walter   G. 

j  ,    Bartholomew.       Tsvenly-llvc    Imndred    of    the    enemy    vrcre 

j  ■    .    •„    ,    encamped  some  four  miles  outside  the  town,  but  as  they  were 

-     protecting  a  foraging  ex]jedition  to  the  lower  counties,  it  was 

not  ex|)ected  that  ihoy  would  disturb  us,  and  we  were  in  no 

-'■■force   to    disturb   them.       Upon   reaching    Plymouth,    Colonel 

V    rickett  assumed  command  of  tlie  post,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 

^loiiUon  til*:'  command  of  the  Tvrenty-fifth  Regiment. 

On  tlic  22]id  of  March,  an  expedilion  composed  of  companies 

I  •     F,  Captain  Foss,  I,  Lieulcnant  Forbes,  and  K,  Lieutenant  Tew, 

'  ■  ■  ■   of   the  Twenty-fifth  ]\[ass!;crmsetts,  and   Company  11,  Captain 

•  Sanforvl,  of   the   Twcntv-seventli    Massachusetts,  with   a   boat 

howitzer    manned    by    marines,    went    on    i)oard    the    steam«'r 

^    -    .    .'    John  Ih-rht  at  five  o'ch)ck,   p.  i^r.,  and   immediately  left  for 

the  Chowan  river.     I'his  expedition  \^'as  urider  tlic  conunand 

of   the   wi^iter,  General   Foster,  however,  l)eing  on  board   tlie 

steamer.      In  tlie  evening,   the   map   of    the   country   easterly 

of  the  Cliowan  was  stndied,  the  roads  to  l)e  traversed  pointed 

out,  and    the   object  of    the   mo^■ement   stated,   which    was   to 

'  intercept  a  body  of  the  enemy  which  had  attacked  our  garrison 

at  Win.held,  commanded   by  Lieutenant  James  J,  McLane,  and 
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had    beea    very    handsomely    repulsed.      Lieutenant    McLane 
I  i  %  entered    the    service    as   a    Sergeant    of    Company    A    of    the 

%  Twenty-fifth  Mai^sachusetts,  and  had  been  promoted  to  a  Lieu~ 

^^   I  tenancy  in  the  First  North  Carolina  Union  Regiment.     He  ^>vas 

i  I  stationed  in  command  of  a  very  small  garrison  at  "Winfield* 

I  I  four  miles  above  Holly's  landing  on  the  Chowan,  and  proved 

'  I  his  capacity  and  his  bravery  by  defeating  and  driving  away  a 

I  very  much  superior  force  of  the  enemy.     Some  eighty  of  this 

1  I  force  had  been  unable  to  cross  the  river  in  consequence  of  the 

.  I  presence  of  our  grmboats,  and  w^ere  supposed  to  be  somewhere 

*  I  in    the   vicinity  of  Rocky-hock  creek,  or  between   tliat  water 

*  I  Avith  the  euphrjDic  name  and  Hoily's  landing  on  the  left  or 
If  easterly  bank  of  the  Chowan.  That  landing  we  reached,  and, 
,  I  at  daylight  Sunday  morning,  moved  rapidly  towards  Rocky- 
1^'  ^  hock  creek,  arriving  there  at  eight  o'clock,  Learning  that  the 
t-  enemy  had  just  previously  crossed  over  in  small  boats,  a  negro 
I  -  with  a  canoe  was  impressed  into  service,  })y  whose  aid  a  fevv' 
J,  men  crossed  over  the  creek,  which  was  very  Avide  at  that  point. 
I  Tlicy  found  two  boats  uith  which  the  enemy  had  just  crossed. 
3  and  these  were  taken  for  the  use  of  our  troops.  Company 
I  I,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Forbes,  vras  ordered  to 
I  proceed  to  a  ujiU  some  distance  on  our  left,  v»'hich  was  the 
I,                     puint  of  the  crohsiin*;  of  a  road,  and  which  was  fi^iselv  stated  to 

.  I  bo  llic  ordy  means  of  escape  our  foe  would  have.     Alas !  for 

!  the  imp'jrfcction-;  of  maps  and  tlic  lyirig  tongues  of  men  who 

I  were    thoroughly   pum[)cd    for   information.      The    white    men 

I      -  questioned  would  not  tell  the  truth  and  the  poor  negroes  did 

not  dare  to.     They  were  all  false  alike  at  this  particular  time. 

Captain  Sanford  was  first  sent  over  the  creek,  directed  not 
to  move  forward  after  crossing  until  most  of  tlie  balance  of  tlie 
force  had  joined  him.  Captain  Foss,  with  Company  F,  fol- 
lowed Santbrd,  then  Conqiany  K,  under  Lieutenant  Tew,  with 
the  howit7,er  in  charge,  crossed  over.  Unibrtunately,  Sanford, 
immediately  upon  landing,  sent  forward  a  sergeant  with  a  i^aw 
men,   prubal)ly    with    the    idea   of   reconnoitring   the  position. 
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This  little  advance  i^arty  drevr  tlie  lire  of  the  encirij,  one  man 
of  the  sijuad  being  killed  by  tiie  first  volley.  Captain  Foss 
moved  instantly  to  asi-ist  Sanford,  an.d  v\-lien  a  suHicient  liuraber 
had  crossed,  an  advance  was  ordered,  tlie  bowitver  brought 
into  action  and  the  voods  shelled.  But  the  enemy  fled  precipi- 
tately. Pursuit  Avus  made,  the  advance  frequently  exchanging 
shots  with  small  parties  of  the  enemy.  Some  prisoners  were 
captured,  among  whom  was  one  wounded  lieutenant,  and 
others  of  the  enemy  vrounded,  all  of  whom  were  paroled  by 
General  Potter,  Clnef  of  StalY,  who  joined  ns  after  crossing  the 
creek.  The  enemy  made  th.eir  way  over  good  roads  to  the 
swamps  and  afrervvards  crossed  the  Chowan  in  small  boats 
as  o](portunity  preserited. 

That  afternoon  our  force  marchicd  gaily  into  Edenton,  a 
pretty  little  tovrn  on  a  l)ay  of  tliat  name,  near  the  month  of  the 
Chowan  river.  Tlic  town,  save  "when  visited  by  rebel  guer- 
rillas, vras  generally  p)eaceful,  its  citizens  maintaining  a  sort  of 
neutral  position.  Possibly,  when  tlic  guerrillas  weri:j  in.  the 
town  tlic  people  Uan':d  towards  secesh,  and  leaiK^d  quite 
as  nmch  towards  Unionism  when  the  boys  in  blu.c  promenaded 
their  streets.  We  found  tlie  Mayor,  James  iS'orcnm,  a  down- 
right Union  man.  UndoifUtedly  he  was  politic  in  his  conduct 
and  di'l  ]iot  by  ras]i  words,  give  th*:^  secesh  occs'^sion  to  shoot 
h.im  at  sight.  lie  v\"as,  however,  a  true  Union,  man.  lie 
furnished  Ijarracks,  very  connnodious  warehouses  on  tiie  wharf, 
for  tliC  use  of  the  troops,  and  rendered  every  facility  in  his 
power  to  make  our  stay  pleasant.  Sending  out  pickets  njson 
the  roads,  the  troops  remained  througls  the  night,  and  the  next 
day  returned  to  .Plyuiouth,  exce})ting  Company  I,  which  was 
left  at  the  crossing  hy  tlie  mill.  There  was  no  opportunity  io 
get  woj'd  to  Lieutenant  Forlics,  and  he  was  forced  to  act  upon 
his  own'  discretion,  which  did  mit  usmilly  fail  liim.  Finding 
hi■nl^eU'  alone  in  {\\(}  woods  aud  left  to  his  own  resources,  he 
withdrew  the  compauy  to  Winfield,  joiuing  Lieutenant  31cLane 
at  that  place. 
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On  the  26th  of  March,  companies  A,  p]  and  H  arrived  at 
Fljmouth,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Company  I,  which  still 
remained  at  Winiield,  our  regiment  was  together  again.  Cap- 
tain Parklmrst  having  returned  to  duty  soon  after,  joined  his 
company  there,  relieving  Lieutenant  Forbes  who  rejoined  the 
regiment  at  Plymouth.  Parkhurst  found  his  time  occupied 
in  making  preparations  for  such  defence  of  the  position  as 
it  was  possible  to  make  with  so  small  a  garrison.  This 
garrison  consisted  of  the  company  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant McLane,  forty  men,  and  Company  I  of  sixty  men, 
one  hundi-od  in  all,  Parkhurst  being  in  cojnmand.  McLane 
had  caused  iYiQ  erection  of  a  long  line  of  earthworks,  inside  of 
which  were  three  block-] louses  with  necessary  port-holes,  one  of 
which  was  supplied  with  a  piece  of  artiliejy.  If  McLane  had 
been  a  brigadier  of  tlie  engineer  corps  he  could  not  liave 
arranged  a  better  liDe  of  defence,  but,  to  defend  such  a 
Pine,  he  should  have  been  a  full  brigadier  with  the  complement 
of  men  for  such  a  commander.  Parkhurst  gave  attention 
to  strengthening  some  parts  of  the  line  and  pre],taring  a 
plan  of  defence  which  would  enable  the  garrison  to  keep 
at  bay,  for  a  sliort  time  at  least,  such  number  of  the  enemy 
as  might  prol>ably  visit  them. 

^Yhil^^■  engaged  in  strengthening  tlie  position,  the  garrison 
was  not  idle  in  otlier  matiers.  Upon  one  occasion  a  portion  of 
Company  I  captui-ed  a  large  lot  of  lard,  more  than  a  ton,  whicli 
was  in  trajisifu  to  the  rel)el  lines.  Tliis  raerch.andise  was  turned 
over  \jy  Parkhurst  to  the  government.  Squads  of  men  v.ere 
frequently  sent  out  upon  foraging  expeditions  and  such  articles 
as  corn,  bacon  and  sweet  potatoes  were  I'eturned  in  abunilreice 
for  tlie  use  of  the  garrison.  We  have  lieard  it  said  that  Com- 
pany I  had  a  great  fancy  for  horse-flesh  and  that  the  connnand 
might  liave  mounted  itself,  if  life  at  Winiield  had  continued  a 
month  longer:  as  it  was,  some  twenty  hoi'ses  neighed  wir.hin 
tlie  Wintleld  lines,  vv'hile  one  or  two  yoke  of  oxtm  were  usimI 
fnr  hauling  piirijusos  ami  an  innumerable  number  of  })ork''y 
gruriters  supplied  acceptable  food  for  the  tin   mess  |)lates. 
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\  Upon    one  occasion  a  ^'  secesli  woman "    came    within    the 

{  lines  with  her  bundles  of  luggage,  desiring  permission  to  pass 

into  Dixie.     Captain   Parkhurst  found  that  her  luggage  was 

contraband  of  war  and  refused   to  permit  her  to  transfer  hei- 

^' dry  goods"   to  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  but  "allowed" 

that  she   might   go  as  soon   as  her  pleasure  permitted.     The 

;  Avoman   satisfied   to  leave   her  goods  if  she  could  go  without 

i'  them,  requested  to  ho   fnrnislied  with  means  of  crossing  the 

\  Chowan   and  an  escort.     The  gallant  captain  not  being  proof 

against  woman's  eloquent  appeals,  consented  to  comply  with 

her   wislies    and    detailed    Sei'geant   Lyman    S.   Wheeler    and 

\        '  Fj'ivate  3Iarcus   II.  Ward  both  of  Company  I,  with  a  couple 

;  of   r^egru    oarsmen,  to    cons'ey  tlio   woman   up  the   river  and 

\  deliver    lier    to   the    nearest    Confederate    outpost.      At    the 

I  enemy's  outpost  the   v\'oman  vvas   delivered  up  and   then   the 

j  Confederates  seized   Wheehjr  and  Ward  as  prisoners  of  war! 

j  '      Company   I   lost  two    good    men  and   two   muskets,  and   the 

colored   men  lost  their  liberty,  for  a  time  at  least.     Wheeler 

and  Ward  were  exclianged  a  long  time  afterwards. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  siege  of  little  .W'ashington  was 
progressirig  and  Jjor.gstreet  with  a  large  army  was  hovering 
about  our  lines  at  Suffolk.  Matters  at  Winfiehd  began  to  look 
serious.  Ca]>taiii  Parklriirst  il.nally  concluded  that  he  ought  to 
be  rccnffjrccd  or  else  the  place  should  1)0  evacuated.  He 
*  ;  therefore    directed  Corporal   Trancis  L.   Moore  to  take  some 

oarsmen  and  a  boat,  and  start  down  the  river  after  dark, 
proceed  to  Plymouth  and  report  the  situation  to  Colonel 
Pickett.  The  corporal  reached  Plymouth,  I'eported  as 
directed  and  received  a  message  to  Parkhurst  tluit  he  must 
"  hold  the  fort."  In  returning,  jMoore  nnoved  along  very  near 
to  the  shore  of  Edcnton  bay  at  the  entrance  of  the  Chowan 
river.  He  was  discovered  by  the  enemy  vrho  gave  him  a 
volley  and  several  random  shots.  The  cor})oral  however 
managed  to  escape  without  injury  and  reached  Winfield 
!  salelv\ 
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A  few  days  after,  a  young  woman  came  into  the  garrison 
aiid  gave  information  that  tlie  rebels  were  marching  on  Win- 
ficld  and  would  attack  the  place  the  next  day.  This  woman 
was  a  strong  Unionist  and  known  as  such.  She  said  she  came 
in  person  because  it  would  not  be  safe  for  a  roan  to  travel 
towards  the  Union  lines,  but  a  female  would  not  be  suspected. 
Preparations  for  defence  were  continued,  disposition  of  the 
forces  was  made  and  not  one  of  the  faithful  garrison  thought 
of  surrender,  thougli  before  night  it  was  known  that  thiC 
enemy's  column  on  the  march  from  the  Blackwater  was  three 
thousand  strong.  Fortune,  however,  favored  the  little  garrison. 
Tlvdt  night  at  about  ten  u'clock,  a  transport  steamer  came  silently 
up  the  river,  showing  no  lights,  bearing  orders  to  evacuate  tiie 
place.  It  was  a  most  seasonal)le  order,  snd  before  eleven 
o'clock  that  night,  tlie  commands  of  Captain  Parkliurst  and 
Lieutenant  McLane  had  embarked  and  steamed  down  the  river. 
At  Holly's  landing  tlicy  took  on  board  seventeen  horses.  The 
next  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  three  thousand  of  the  enemy 
stood  coniVonting  the  empty  block-houses  and  deserted  lutrench- 
mcnts  at  Win  field. 

In  Plymouth,  at  this  time,  a  daily  detail  of  eighteen  men 
from  each  company  vras  made  to  engage  in  tlie  erection  of  a'  I 

fort  and  eartlnvorks  in  i'en,r  of  the  town.     Ca])tain.  Albert  H.  1 

Fusier  had  charge  of  the  detail,  and  supenntcrided  the  work.  j 

Soon  after  this  labor  commenced,  the  Forty-sixth  Massachu-  i 

setts  Regiment  arrived  at  Piymoutli,  and  encamped  near  the  \ 

cam)>  of  the  Twerit}'-fiUh  ^lassachusetts- 

On  Sunday,  March  29thi,  Chaplain  James  preached  a  dis- 
course in  the  Methodist  Church,  his  topic  being  '•  jn?utrality." 
lie  declared  that  there  could  be  no  honest  neutrality.  Every 
man  was  for  the  government  or  against  it,  and  if  men  do  not 
declare /(>/ the  government  they  must  be  treated  as  enemies. 
As  usual,  the  Chaplain  looked  forward  to  the  ultimate  success 
of  our  arms  by  the  dov/nfall  of  the  rebellion. 


190  TWENTY-FIFTH   MASi^ACIIUSETTS. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  [ISGo]  Washington,  N.  C,  was 
attacked  by  Confederate  forces  under  General  D.  11.  Hill,  the 
same  gentleman  probably  commanding  the  same  troops  making 
the  experimental  trip  to  near  'iSqw  ]>erne,  earlier  in  the  month. 
Oar  small  force  at  Washington  consisted  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts  [only  eight  companies  of  the  regiment]  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luke  Lyman ;  the  Forty-fourth 
Massaclmsetts  under  Colonel  Francis  L.  Lee ;  two  companies 
of  the  First  North  Carolina  Infantry ;  one  company  Third 
New  York  Cavalry  and  one  battery  Third  New  York 
Artillery.  These  troops,  aided  by  the  gunboat;?  in  the  river 
received  the  om-langht  of  Bill  and  gave  him  su(*h  a  receptioii 
that  he  concluded  Washington  was  not  to  be  given  up  merely 
upon  demand,  and  so  prepared  for  hard  work  and  a  siege. 

Tlie  force  of  the  enemy  engaged  at  Wasliington  consisted  of 

\  Daniels'  Brio'ade  of  five  reoiruents,  Garnett's  Brii>ade  of  six 

\ .  regiments,  I'ettigrew's  Brigade  of  six  regiments,  Eobertson's 

Brigade  of  Cavalry  of  three   regiments,  and  forty  pieces  of 

.artillery.     This   force   amounted   to   nearly   fourteen    thousand 

men  "and  vras  sufficient  to  enable  General  Hill  to  take  posscvS- 

sion    and    hold    all    important    commanding    positions    in    the 

vicinity    of    the    besieged    town.      Hill's    point,    a   high    bluff  | 

sinuo   six   miles  l-jlow    Washington   was  seized  and   fortified,  \ 

■  thus  euabling  "Cwi:  enemv  to   blockade   the   river  approach  to 

1  the  town.     Eodiiuni's  point  two  miles  below  the  town  was  also 

occupied,  as    was   Ellison's    hill    ^vhich    commanded    the   furt.  \ 

This  latter  position  was  provided  with  Whitvvoilli   guns.  | 

Fortunately,   General  Fostei'  was  in  Washington  when  the  \ 

Confederate   force   aii'ivcd*..     General  Hill  demanded  the  sur-  | 

reiuler  of  the  tov>-n.     Foster  promptly  refused  and  determined  | 

with   tlie   small    force   of    twelve    hundred    men,   to  resist  the  | 

efforts    of   Hill    to   take   the   }>lace.      Foster  called    upon   th«'  | 

colored   people  to  aid   in  the  defence  and  some  two    Imndred  | 

men   came  forward   and  were   armed.     Though    lacking  drill  '' 

and  discipline,  they  rendered  very  effective  aid.  ; 
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Brigacliei'-General  I'almcr  was  in  command  at  New  Berne 
and  exerted  him^^elf  to  aid  Foster  locked  np  in  Washington. 
He  sent  Captain  McDerniot  of  the  gimboat  Ceres^  wlio  volun- 
teered for  the  purpose,  to  run  the  blockade  of  Pandico  river 
witli  ammunition  for  the  besieged.  McDermot  succeeded  in 
this  bold  undertaking  during  the  nigld  of  the  Srd  of  April, 
and  reached  Washington  at  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th,  restaking  the  cliannel  as  he  moved  along,  the  enemj 
having  removed  all  stakes  and  buoys  from  the  river.  From 
Hill's  point  to  the  tovvu,  the  Ceres  was  under  constant  hre  and 
yet  received  little  damage. 

April  lOtli  two  compaiiios  of  the  T\renty-scventh  Massachu- 
setts, C  and  I,  were  sent  on  the  Ceres  to  attack  a  six-gun  batter}'' 
at  Eodman's  point.  When  within  two  hundred  yards,  the  boat 
grounded  with  her  broadside  tovv'ards  the  battery.  The  enemy 
opened  a  vigorous  fire  to  whicii  the  gunboat  replied.  Under 
this  fire  the  troops  disembarked,  landed  on  the  opposite  shore, 
and  returned  to  Washington  with  only  three  men  wounded. 

Dariuii  the  long  sieu'e  the  garrison  was  forced  to  lay  in  the 
trenches  nigiit  and  day.  The  soldiers  worked  incessantly  in 
strengthening  the  line  of  earthworks  encircling  tlie  town  and 
throwing  up  traverses  to  protect  themselves  from  an  enfdading 
lire.  Tlic  anioaut  of  vror]:  vrhich.  these  troops  were  compelled 
to  perform  may  be  belter  understood,  wlien  we  state  that  the 
intrenchnionts  were  nearly  two  miles  in  length,  and  that  these 
were  successt^dly  defended  by  eight  companies  of  the  Tv/enty- 
seventh  ^Massachusetts,  ten  companies  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Massachusetts,  two  companies  of  North  Carolina  Infantry  and 
about  two  hundi-ed  Colored  Volunteers.  When  it  is  considei'cd 
that  the  defence  of  this  line  was  made  against  the  best  efforts 
of  fourteen  thousand  Corifederate  troops  under  skilled  com- 
manders, we  do  not  liesitate  to  say  that  the  defeiice  against 
such  odds,  rises  to  the  point  of  lieroic  grandeur,  equalled 
during  the  war  only  l>y  Malligairs  glorious  defence  of  [.ex- 
inglon,  Missouri,  in  the  auiumn  of  ISGl. 
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General  Foe^ter  called  upon  General  John  J.  Peck,  com- 
manding at  Suilblk,  Ya.,  for  aid.  General  Longstreet  was 
hovering  about  the  Black  water,  and  learning  that  Foster  had 
called  upon  Peck  for  three  iliousand  troops,  at  once  crossed 
the  river  and  attacked  the  latter.  Bat  Peck  was  enough  for 
Longstreet,  and  successfally  defeated  the  skilled  Confederate 
commander.  Under  these  circumstances  ho\rever,  I^eck  could 
not  sp)are  any  troops  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  Washington, 
and  so  Foster  was  compelled  to  relj  upon  his  own  resources. 

On  the  Ttli  of  April,  the  Fifth  Illiode  Island,  Colonel  Sisson, 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Yolunteers,  the  Third,  Fifth,  Eighth 
and  Fortv-third  luassacliusetts,  f rxine  nioiit^is''  regLments]  and 
other  regiments  to  the  number  of  fourteen  battalions,  vritli 
artillery,  left  New  Berne  under  conmiand  of  Brigadier-General 
Spinola.  Crossiug  the  Neuse,  this  brigade  marched  fonvard 
for  the  relief  of  ^Vasiungton.  A  little  after  noon  of  the  9th, 
the  enemy  in  some  force  was  found  posted  at  Blount's  creek, 
twenty-one  miles  from  New  Berne.  [Previously,  transports 
left  New  Berne,  April  4th,  with  truops  for  tiie  relief  of 
Washington,  directed  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  river,  but 
for  some  reason,  the  attempt  was  not  pushed  with  vigor 
and  the  regiments  returned  to  the  city.]     At  Blount's  creek,  i 

v^^piuola    had    a   sili'-ht   engagement   with    tlie    enemy,    mostlv  | 

with   artillery,   our   engaged    battery   being   supported    by   tlic  % 

Forty-third  Mossachusetts  Bcgimcnt,  Colonel  Ilolbrook.     Spin-  j 

ola,  after  making  this  small  etlbrt,  [much  to  the  disap[)ointment 
and  chagrin  of  his  battaliojis,  for  officers  and  men  alike  were 
eager  to  relieve  their  pent-up  comrades,]  determined  to  return 
to  New  Berne,  and  immediately  oidered  the  retrograde  move- 
ment. Upon  reaching  New  Berne,  the  Fifth  Bliode  Island 
Jiegiment  denmnded  and  received  permission  to  run  the  block- 
ade to  Washington,  or  land  and  attack  the  batteries  at  Ililks 
point.  The  tj-ansport  steamer  l]ycort^  Caprain  ^Vail,  with  this 
veteran  regiment  on  board,  witli  Colonel  Sisson  in  command, 
left  New  Berne  at  midnight  of  the  12th,  and,  on  the  night  of 
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April  13tli,  under  cover  of  a,  heavy  fire  from  the  Union  gun-  1 

boats  upo!i  the  batteries  at  HilFs  point,  passed  boldly  up  the  j 

river  with  its  supplies  and  troups.     The  stakes  that  ]\IcI)erniot  j 

had    planted    guided   her   way,  and    she  successfully  ran    the  | 

gauntlet  of  shar^vshootcrs  who  lined  the  shore  for  miles.    The  j 

arrival  of  rcenforcements  and  supplies  was  a  happy  event  for  | 

the  besieged  and  almost  worn  out  troops.     On  the  succeeding  .    \ 

■      night,  the  Escort  passed  down  the  river  vritli  Foster  on  board,  ! 

who  left  WashingLOu  that  he  might  send  succor  to  the  garrison.  I 

On   this   return  trip  of  the  Jilsaorf^  some    eighteen   solid  shot  I 

and  shell  struck  her,  riddling  lier  u]>|)er  works  and  consider-  ! 

a.bly  injuring  her  machinery.     Mr.  Pederick,  a  native  citizen  \ 

of  North  ("Jarolina,  the  pilot  of  the  steamer,  was  killed  by  a  \ 

shot  from  a  sharp-shooter. 

Upon  reaching  New  Berme,  Foster  at  once  set  about  organ- 
izing a  force  to  move  against  the  enemy  surrounding  Washington,  j 
but'ftbefore  the  cohnnn  could  be  put  in  motion.  Hill,  of  his  own  j 
volition,  raised  tlie  siege.  I 

At  Plymouth,  threatened  by  the  Confederate  troops  at  Wash- 
ington, Colonel  Pickett  made  every  exertion  possible  to  put  the 
lines  in  a  |>roperly  defensive  state.  The  cannonading  at  Wash- 
ington vras  distinctly  heard,  ;ind  it  was  well  understood  that  if 

I  the  garrison  tltere  surrendered,  our  own  fate  was  sealed,  for, 

•  I  v/ith  the  small  force  at  Plymouth,  a  long  defence  could  not  be 

?  m-ide  again  ^c  tlie  large  army  operating  on  the  otlier  side  of   the 

]  ten  insula.      'J'he   following  Regimental   Orders  were    promul- 
gated at  Plymouth:  — 

Ilfa^lquarters  Tweutv-tii'th  TI'\i:inioiit  ^[a.-saeliusetts  Volunteers. 
riymoLitli,  X.  C,  March  30t;li,  1SG3. 
Genoral  Orders,  ( 
No.  64.  \ 

In  honor  of  the  navv,  and  more  especially  ia  compliment 
to  a  bravo,  acconipli  hed  and  meriiorlon^  olliccr,  t!io  canip  of  tl'e  Twenrr-tifth 
]^-gimenfc  ^Ia:;saclm.setts  Volunteers  is  hereby  d.osignated  "  Camp  Fiusser." 
By  order  of 

0.  MoiLTON',  Lieutenant' Colonel  Conuiiandinij. 
Hkntiy  y.i:Cos\-iiJA-.,  A'lj'Uant. 


I  givrrison  duty  appcrrairiiiicr  thereto. 

!  .  p.  7  order  of 


LieutenaDt-CoIonel  0.  Morr/ro^",  Commandbi'j. 
jA:>iE3  M.  Dri:xna^',  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

Headquarters  Tweuty-fiftli  Eeginieiit  lUassachusetts  Volunteer.^. 
Plymouth,  x\.  C,  ^\pril  21st,  I860. 
Special  Orders,  ( 
Xo.  103.        } 

C'aptalu  J.  Waldo  Deuiiy,  Conipauy  K,  will  detail  from 
his  company,  Sergeant  Eiuer.-.ou  Stone  to  act  as  Ser^-eaiiC-Alajor,  aud  he  will 
report  to  these  Headquarters  iiuniediately. 
By  ord(?r  of 

Lieu tenaiu-Colonel  jMoui.ton , 
Commanding  Tir-::i/ti^/-pj}h  Jla.ssacJiu setts  Vulanteer^. 
James  !M.  I)ItK^'^^\^',  Litidtmint  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

xVpril  oth,  the  siege  at  Washington  continuing,  Lieutenant 
Forbes  with  Sergeant  Charles  0.  Murclock  and  nine  men  wei-e 
detailed  to  drill  as  artillerists,  and  were  given  charge  of  a  gun 
to  protect  the  right  flank  of  our  ])osition. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Captain  U'^'cill  went  to  Roanoke  isJari-l 
to  sui)erintend  the  loading  of  a  siege  gun  for  use  at  riyniout'i. 
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Headquartei-s  Twenty-fifth  Pegiiuent  Massaehnsetts  Volimteers.  | 

\  *  Plyruouth,  X.  C,  April  15th,  ISC'].  | 

I  Special  Orders 

I  No.  9y. 

I  Pirst-Lieuteuant    James    M.    Dreunan,    Company    F,   is 

\  hereby  detailed  as  aeting  Adjutant  of  this  Eegiment,  and  will  report  for  duty 

I  at  these  Headquarters  iiuiuediately. 

I  By  order  of 

I  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moultox. 

J  Hkxkv  M.cCon\'ille,  Adjutant. 


Headquarters  Twenty-nfth  Tvegimeiit  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  j 

Plymouth,  X.  C,  April  18th,  ISG;^.  _        '4 

Special  Orders,  ]  1 

iSio.  lOL        (  ■  J 

In  compliance  v.ith  Special  Post  Order  Ko.  52,  of  xVpril  J 

IStli,  1863,  Company  1),  Twenty-hfth  Pcgiment  IMassachusetts  Volunteers,  is  4 

liereby  detailed  to  take  charge  of   the  Port  lately  erected  at  tliis  Post:   the  ^i 

company  will  encamp  on  tlie  lawn  outside  of  the  Port  and  will  perform  all  the  li 
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He  returned,  April  12tli,  \vith  one  gun  wliicli  was  mounted  at 
the  fort,  being  the  fii'st  gun  placed  there. in  position,  April  IGth. 

Tiierc  was  great  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  result  at  Wasliing- 
ton,  and  news  was  sought  for  and  received  with  eager  interest. 
We  could  hear  the  guns  daily,  but  obtained  information  only 
upon  the  arrival  of  a  steamer  from  New  Berne. 

April  19th,  the  steamer  Thomas  Colly er  arrived,  and  from 
our  diary  of  that  date,  vre  quote  as  follows :  — 

'•The  greatest  excitement  was  created  the  moment  it  was  an- 
nounced, '  a  steamer  coming  up  the  river  ! '  Ofhcers,  soldiers,  con- 
trabands, citizens,  both  male  and  ll'male  residents,  hastened  to  the 
wharf.  Camps  were  deserted,  stores  vacated,  sutlers'  goods  left  for 
the  benefit  of  whom  it  might  concern,  in  tlie  general  stampede  to  the 
river.,  Pickett,  rode  ^ow^n  to  the  steamer,  looking  as-  anxious  as" 
anybody.  A  parcel  of  pajjers  was  plticed  in  his  hands.  Couldn't 
lie  just  look  at  them?  No  —  he  plunged  the  spurs  ixito  the  flanks  of 
his  horse  and  away  he  went.  Well,  the  news?  I  jumped  upon  the 
steamer  and  soon  had  all  there  was.  Foster  escaped  from  Wasiiing- 
ton  on  the  14th  instant  on  l)oard  the  steamer  Escort.  The  steamer 
was  fired  into  from  Hill's  point,  and  the  pilot  killed.  Tlie  little 
steamer  Arrow  with  our  mails  on  board  was  captured  by  the  enemy 
on  the  canal  between  Roanoke  and  Norfolk.  Among  otlier  letters 
the  enemy  caa  rcud.  will  be  some  of  mine.  There  is  on.e  s^v-eet 
conifoi  t  about  it,  they  won't  read  any  good  of  tliemselves,  and 
fortunately  we  are  all  too  poverty-stricken  to  be  sending  home 
monev,  tlierefore  thev  v,ill  get  no  la-eenbacks." 


That  evening  we  wrote. in  the  diary:  — 

"  There  is  nmch  speculation  about  our  future.  Colonel  Pickett 
is  the  repository  of  some  great  secret.  He  is  terribly  reserved  ;  no 
power  on  earth  can  open  his  moutli  or  loosen  his  tongue.  Otlicers 
may  call — and  be  —  no  wiser.  1  have  my  own  iden.  about  it,  and  it 
is  this :  that  a  necessity  exists  for  the  contraction  of  our  lines, 
because  it  is  folly  to  attempt  to  hohl  this  point  with  so  i^tw  troops, 
particularly  while   the  enemy  arc  in  largo  force  between  us  and   little 
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Washington.  Tt  is  a  military  necessity  that  Ave  should  evacuate  this 
place,  because  of  our  weakness  and  because  the  small  force  we  have 
here  is  needed  elsewhere." 


The   iiiorning  after  ^vriting  that,  we  arose  early  to  fiud  the  -t 

New  York  Battery  on  board  the  steamer  and  our  neighbors  of  | 

the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  breaking  up  housekeeping  ;  tents  | 

struck,  and  everything  packed.     The  North  Carolina  Company  4 

had  all  luggage  packed  and  was  ready  to  move.     The  secret  | 

was   no   longer    concealed :    evacuation  was  tlie   order.     The  J 

Twenty-hfth   Massachusetts   was   to  remain   behind   as  a  rear  1 

guard.     After  all  the  other  troops  had  left,  we  vvere  to  blow  | 

up  the  fort,  destroy  the  intren.chments  and  follovr  on.  I 

But  —  and  it  shows  liow  uncertain  is  everything  in  the  army,  I 

just  as  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  vv^as  ready  to  leave,  the 
steamer  Mai<-^usoit  came  pnfiing  np  the  river.  Slie  brought  the 
welcome  news  that  the  enemy  liad  raised  the  siege  of  "Washing- 
ton and  left  that  vicinity  in  haste.  Orders  for  evacuation  were 
countermanded.  As  a  matter  of  course,  our  soldiers  were 
happy :  once  more  they  breathed  freely :  once  more  tliey 
smiled,  visions  of  death,  Richmond  and  captivity  passed 
quickly  away.  The  enemy  signally  failed  in  his  second 
great  aitempt  to  drive  us  out  of  North  Carolina. 

Oar  little  force  at  Winlield,  as  before  slated,  evacuated  that 
place  on  the  17th  of  March,  and  the  gunboat  Sonlltfield 
returned  to  Plymotith  from  little  Washington  on  the  I8th. 

April  oOth  a  parly  of  oilicers  and  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
and  Twenty-seventh  ^lassachusetts  Regiments,  under  command 
of  Captain  Fiusser  of  the  Navy,  went  up  the  Roanoke  river  in 
a  naval  launch  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  ard  captr-ring  a 
picket  post  of  the  enemy  supposed  to  be  at  Hyman's  landing. 
Reachiii:g  the  landing  late  in  the  evening,  the  enemy  was  not 
found  posted  there  as  expected.  Mr.  IJyman  was  called  upon 
and  brought  out  in  liis  night  dress,  expressing  ho\^ever  tr.e 
most   perfect    ignorance    as    to    the    locality    of    the    enemy's 
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pickets.  Flusser,  drawing  a  short  sword,  applied  its  point 
to  about  the  centre  of  Mr.  Hyman's  body  and  gravely  in- 
formed him  thai  unless  he  told  the  exact  truth,  the  little 
sword  \vould  be  run  through  his  body.  Hyman  persisted  in 
his  ignorance  of  the  enemy's  locality,  until  the  point  of  the 
sharp  instrument  l»egan  to  draw  a  little  blood,  when  his  Avife 
a|)peared  upon  the  scene  urging  him  to  save  his  precious  life 
by  telling  the  truth,  whereupon  ho  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
I  picket  of  the  enemy  was  stationed  near  a  little   school  house 

^  three  miles  away.     Leavinsj  a  yuard  to  watch  Ilvmaii,  the  party 

%  pushed   on  and  soon  had  the  picket  force  of  the  enemy  sur- 

f  rounded.     Tliis  force  consisted  of  twelve  men  and  their  horses. 

I  Before   reaching   them    our    party   received    the   fire   of  their 

I  vhlette,  one  man  being  wounded.     The  man  who  fired  immedi- 

ately ran  and  was  chased  for  some  distance  by  Lieutenants 
^icConville  and  Dreiman,  who  in  vain  attempted  his  capture. 
Witlt  eleven  prisoners  and  the  liorses,  the  party  returned  to 
Hyman's  landiiig.  There  was  no  coiiveyance  for  the  horses 
and  so  Lieutenant  Drennan  with  a  small  guard,  was  left  there 
vritl}  tlie  animals  until  lighters  were  sent  up  from  Plymouth  ori 
v/hicl)  tlie  parly  and  horses  were  conveyed  to  our  lines.  Some 
of  the  men  c^^ptured  at  this  time  were  found  to  be  the  same 
tiira  had  bceri  under  Lieutenant  Knoit's  command  below 
Kinston,  and  who  had  'dccompanied  liim  upon  his  flags  of 
truce  to  our  lines  nt  Deep  Gully. 

(>n  the  8rd  ot  May,  tbe  Eighty-fifih  arid  fJnc-humlrcd-and- 
third  New  York  Volunteers,  a  part  of  Brigadier-General 
Wesselis'  Brigade,  arrived  at  Plymouth.  They  came  for  tlie 
])urpuse  of  garrisoning  the  place,  relieving  tlio  regiments  and 
companies  that  had  served  under  Colonel  l^ickett.  As  the 
Twenry-iifth  ^Massachusetts  had  ])erformcd  the  work  of  build- 
ing the  i\(:'.\\'  fort,  UDrued  Fort  AViiliams,  in  honor  of  General 
Williams,  killed  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  our  regiment  was 
assigned  the  duty  of  raising  the  Stors  and  Stripes  over  its 
para[iets.     The  regiment  was  escoi-ted  to  the  fort  by  the  band 
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of  ilie  Foriy-sixtii  Massacliusetts.  Tlio  troops  assembled  around 
the  flag-stafl',  and  uncovering  their  heads,  gave  the  flag  three 
heai-ty  cheers  as  its  foLAs  opened  to  ihe  breeze  while  the 
band  of  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  performed  the  National 
airs.  Chaplain  James  was  to  have  given  us  an  address  at  the 
flag  raising,  but  he  was  laid  up  witli  au  ague  fit,  shaking  for 
dear  life. 

On  the  3rd  of  ?day  th.e  Twenty-tifth  Massachusetts  went  on 
board  ihe  steamers  Colli/ er  and  Umeliue  and  moved  away  from 
rivmoutli. 
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CHAPTER    XI. 

COMMANDER  FLUSSER — WHAT  WAS  IT?  —  DOVER  SWAMP  — 
SHOVEL  BRIGADE — -TWENTY-FIFTH  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  CAMP 
OLT\-ER END  OF  NINE  MONTHS'  S  Eli  VICE  —  LITTLE  WASH- 
INGTON —  TWENTY-FIFTH  MASSACHUSETTS  LEAVES  NORTH 
CAROLINA     FOE      VIRGINIA. 


y?JJFj  Tweiily-flfili  Massachusetts  moved  from  Plymouth 
,^^^  at  seven  and  one-half  o'clock,  p.  m,,  of  the  8rd  of 
and  as  we  passed  down  the  river,  Captain 
Flusser,  the  brave  and  gallant  '^  Charlie  Flusser,"  sent  np 
fireworks  from  the  Ferrjf^  making-  a  most  brilliant  pyrotechnic 
display.  From  the  decks  of  the  gunboots  can'o  t^ie  hearty 
cheers  of  the  marines  and  sailors.  The  ovation  was  very 
warm  and  coi'dial,  a  testimony  of  the  good  opinion  formed 
by  our  coadjutors  of  tlie  navy,  of  the  ofilcers  and  men  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts. 

Here  we  will  anticipate  a  little,  and,  speaking  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Flusser,  v.-ill  relate  the  closing  up  of  liis  life  of 
usefulness,  and  follow"  him  to  that  last  resting  place  appointed 
for  all  the  living. 

Caj)tain  Charles  W.  Fiiis-er  was  a  brave  man,  a  thorough 
and  gallant  otlicor,  a  genial,  high-toned  gentleman.  He  was 
a  favorite  witli  numy  oihcers  of  our  battalion,  and,  having 
an    opportunity    many    times    of    testing    the    bi-avery    of    the 
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men,  he  had  foriaed  a  high  opinion  of  tlie  regiment,  which 
found  expression  in  the  parting  salute  and  magnificent  pyro- 
technical  display  alieady  s})okeii  of. 

Flusser  remained  at  Plymouth  witli  the  Illiamiy  and  joined 
VV'cssells  in  the  defence  of  the  place  when  attacked  by  the 
enemy  upon  land  and  water,  [April  18tli,  1S64]  which  attack 
resulted  in  his  sad  death  while  gallantly  standing  at  his  guns 
engaged  in  close  action  with  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle,  vv-hicli  | 

had   been   long  expected  and   long   the  dread  of   our  forces  \ 

at  Plym,outh.     The  death  of  Flusser  gave  the  enemy  control  | 

of  the  Roanoke  river,  and  Wessells,  after  a  brilliant  defence,  I 

was  compelled  to  surrender.  | 

Flusser  was  a  n*ati\'e  of  Kentucky,  and  entered   tlie  navy,  | 

July  19th,  18-17.     xH  the   breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  1 

a  Fassed-Midshipiiiun,  and   for  gallant  service  was  promoted  | 

to  the  grade  of  Lieutenant-Commander,  July  IGtli,  1802. 
Being  a  Kentuckian,  strong  influences  were  brought  to  induce 
him  to  desert  his  country  for  the  Confederate  service.  Among 
others  who  invited  him  to  join  the  Secessionists,  was  his 
comrade  Hollins,  afterwards  an  oiiicer  of  the  Confederate 
navy.  His  reply  to  HoUins,  so  characteristic  of  the  man, 
has   been   made   puf>lic : 

''' D«/ar  Cap. : — ]  sh:ii!  never  do  it.    AVnat?  be  one  of  the  very  first  | 

to   five   on   the    Flag?     'l\ot  J.     J    ba\e   no   appetite   for  argumeut  I 

to-night;  my  heart  is  sick.     Is  it  cot  euougli  to  drive  an  honest  man  i 

out  of  his  senses  to  llnd  t/deves  making  .i  great  uation  desti'oy  itself?  1 

Where  are  your  wits,  niai!?     How  can  t\\i6  business  end  ?     In  -peace'  | 

and  shivery  ?     The   end  may  bring  the  death  of  both  forever,  and,  I 

worse,  inaugurate  an  era  of  l.ilood  nniiaraheled.     *  *     Just  look  at  I 

the  prospect  —  blood,  rapine,  desolation,  v/ar.     liollins,  | 

I 
'  TliOLi  canst  not  sliake  thy  gory  locks  at  n\e,  1 

And  suy  I  did  it.'  J 

*•  Yours  in  XJrdon,  :| 

C.  W.  Flusser."  J 
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Early  m  the  yrar  he  received  command  of  the  gunboat 
Coiunfodore  Ferry^  and  joined  Gohisboroiigh  in  \\\<i  attack 
upon  Roanoke  iskind  [Febrnary  7th,  18G2].  Three  dayvS 
after,  he  ^sas  engaged  with  tlie  rebel  fleet  at  Elizabeth  City. 
Fiasser  made  for  the  vessel  of  the  rebel  Commodore  and 
hailed,  to  demand  her  name  and  character,  and  vras  answered, 
*'  tlio  Confederate  Seahlrd^  Commodore  Lynch  commanding." 
^' ^J'ell  tiie  Commodore  to  get  out  his  fenders  —  Pm  coming 
alongside  I  "  was  the  answer  of  Flusser,  and,  suiting  the  action 
to  the  worH,  the  Ferry  put  on  full  steam  and  struck  the  Seahird 
amidships  and  sunk  her.  Commodore-  Lynch  making  his  escape 
0'\er  (lie  tafirail  ^^i[hout  waiting  to  receive  his  distinguished 
visitor  in  accordance  with  tlie  etiquette  usual  among  naval 
oflicers. 

Xs  we  have  said,  at  the  time  of  his'  death  he  was  in 
conmiand  of  the  Miami,  The  Whitehead  was  a  picket  up 
t1ie  river,  and  was  to  notify  tlie  vessels  of  the  llect  season- 
ably, of  the  approach  of  the  i-eijel  Albemarle.  The  Whitehead 
observed  tlie  approach,  but  was  cut  oif  fi-om  a  passage  directly 
dov,  n  the  river,  and  cou]pelled  to  use  tlie  island  channel,  so 
that  the  Albemarle  gave  the  first  notice  of  her  own  approach, 
Flusser  perceiving  the  danger,  at  once  lashed  the  Miami  to  the 
/V'/t''/v •';••.:''/.  and  stood  at  Ids  guns,  closing  in  on  the  ram.  As 
vras  Ins  hal)ir,  he  sighted  the  guns  himself.  Closing  with  the 
I'ai!!,  which  was  unable  to  open  its  })orts,  Flusser,  at  No.  1  gun, 
[nine-inch]  was  told  it  was  loaded  with  shell,  but,  saying 
"•  never  mind''  —  palled  the  lock-string,  and  the  shell  pounding 
against  the  iron  side  of  the  ram,  rebounded,  a  part  striking 
Flusser  in  the  side,  killino:  him  instantlv. 

7  O  ♦ 

From  that  contest  at  Plymouth,  the  body  of  tlie  heroic 
Flusser  was  borne  to  New  Berne,  where  April  23rd,  amid 
tlie  tolling  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  minute-guns,  he  was 
consigned  to  the  tomb  in  the  presence  of  hundreds  of  his 
late  comrades  in  arms.  ^len  of  .Massachusetts  {serformed  the 
last    service   in    his    lionor,  a  detachment   of   four   companies 
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of  the  Second  Massacliu^etts  Heavy  Artilleiy  acting  as  the 
escort. 

Years  may  pass  away,  and  yet  tlie  incntioned  name  of 
Fiusser  will  send  an  electric  tlirill  to  many  a  brave  and 
manly  heart. 

The  deatli  of  Fiusser  was  keenly  felt  by  tlie  gallant  naval 
officers  vrho  knew  his  "worth,  one  of  whom,  Captain  Henry 
A,  Phelon,  of  Springfield,  Mass..  who  served  with  Fiusser 
on  board  tlie  Fcrrij^  and  afterwards  commanded  the  ShawsJte.en^ 
Monticsllo  and  Dayliglit^  voiced  the  synrpatlietic  feeling  of  his 
comrades  in  sonie  lines,  one  stanza  of  which  we  give,  and  so 
close  our  notice  of  the  brave  Fiusser:  — 

'•"Well  mav  onr  tJecdiug  counuiy  mourn  to-daVj 

^VLen  siicli  as  i'iusoer  falls,  the  trao,  the  brave  ; 
Our   couiitry's   prMe,  our  country's  hope  and   stay, 

'Tis  hard  to  lay  such  in  the  silent  grave. 
Sad  is  ihe  "vvail  frou!  over  laud  and  gea  ; 

Brave  "Fluster  falls  — he  died  for  Liberty!", 

May  4th,  at  six  o'clock,  r.  M.,  the  Massachusetts  Twenty-iifth 
reached  Xew  Eerne  and  marched  to  barracks  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts,  which  the  regiment  used  for 
the  night  and  the  next  day  moved  to  Camp  Oliver,  where  teiits 
were  once  more  pitched  on  the  oltl  camp  ground. 

At  midnight  of  May  21st,  the  regiment  marched  for  Bacli- 
ellor's  creek,  to  join  in  an  ex^icdition  to  Gum  swamp,  under 
comiuand  of  Colonel  J.  Eicliter  Jones,  of  the  Fi ft y-eigluh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  We  reached  the  camp  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  at  the  creek,  soon  after  daybreak. 


In  marching  to  Eachellor's  creek,  having  proceeded  about 
four  miles,  the  cohnnn  was  halted  for  a.  short  rest.  It  was  far 
beyond  the  midniglit  hour,  and  therefore,  the  wonted  time  had 
passed,  when  cliurcli-yards  arc  su|)posed  to  be  haunted  by  ali 
sorts  of  sprites,  and  llie  air  is  said  to  Ijc  hllud  with  the  harmo- 


I 


1 


WEARING   THE  BLUE. 


203 


nious  music  of  the  spheres.     It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 

men  forming  the  Twenty-fli'th  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  edu-  j 

cated  as  they  were  in  the  schools  of  New  England,  possessing 

all  the  general  iDtelligence  marking  the  New  En-gland  char-  \ 

acter,  liad    gone   down    to   North    Carolina  to   be   frightened  j 

bv  owls,   gliusts  or  live  rebels,  or  that  they  would  be  over-  i 

inclined   to   believe    in    stories    about   ghosts,   fairies,  witches  [ 

and  ap|>aritions.     ^Ve  say  this  vrhile  we  vrell  remember  tliat  -        f 

so  great  a  poet  as  Iloberc  Earns,  "under  the  influence  of  Eeiiy  j 

Davidson's  ghostly  stories  and  songs,  was  so  strongly  excited  in  [ 

mind,  that  he  was  continually  keeping  a  sharp  look-out  in  dark 

and  suspicious  phices,  and,  as  he  has  said — '-though  nobody  j 

can  be  more  sceptical  tlinn  I  am  in  such,  matters,  yet  it  often  ,' 

takes  an  effort  of  ])hih)sophy  to  shake  ou"  these  idle  terrors."  ; 

But,  if  poor  Betty  Davidson  had  concentrated  all  "her  ghost       '  } 

stories  upon  tlie  Twcnty-rifili  Massaclrasetls  Regiment,  as  it  was 

halted  in  the  woods  on  that  darkest x>f  dark  nights,  the  terror 

could  not  have  exceeded  that  occasioned  by  the  swift  passage 

of    til 3  apparition,  the  phantom  rider,  the  frightened  deer  or 

whatever  else  it  was  or  miglit  be  supposed  to  be. 

Briefly,  while  the  battalion  stood  halted  in  the  road,  some- 
thing struck  the  Hank  jur?t  below  Com[,'any  K,  which  had  tlie 
advance,  il  came  like  th(;  i"i;s!iing  of  a  miglit}^'  wind,  and, 
suddenly,  the  regiment  o[-ened  ranks  to  the  right  and  left,  and, 
just  as  suddenly,  the  nicn  were  h.eaped  up  promiscuously  in 
cither  ditch,  without  order  and  vritli  no  sort  of  regard  to 
.rank — cajitains  and  lieutenants,  sergeants  and  cor])oral3,  men 
of  the  front  rank  and  men  of  tlte  rear  rank,  number  one  nien 
and  numficr  two  men,  indiscriminately  piled  together  like  the 
'•pieing"  of  a  printer's  form,  while  each  man's  hair  upon  his 
head  stood  erect  like  quills  on  the  fretted  porcupine. 

We  had    better  stop  here.     We  have  stated  tlie  facts,  and 
respectfully  request  eacli  reader  to  draw  tlie  conclusions. 

At  five   o'clock,  p.  M.,  of  May  21st,  we  reached  Core  creek 
on  the  Dover  load  andi  bivouaced  for  the  ni^i'lit. 


^ 
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The  column  marching  was  Lee's  Brigade,  designated  at  tlie 
time  as  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Eigliteenth  Army 
Corps,  comprising  tlie  Twenty-fifth  and  TY\'enty-seveuth  !Massa- 
chusctts  Yolunteci's,  the  Fifth  and  Forty-sixtli  ^.lassachnsetts 
Keginients  [nine  months'  troo[Ks]  also  the  Fiftj^-eigiith  Pennsyl- 
{  vania   A^'oliin leers,    three   pieces  of    Higgs'   Battery  and   some 

\         -  Cavalry    of   ihfi^    Twelfth   New  York.       Colonel   Jones    com- 

j  nianded  the  entire  force,  and  Lee's   Brigade  was  commanded 

[  by    Colonel    Fierson    of    the    Fifth    Massachusetts    Regiment. 

I  Late  at  night,  the  Twenty-seventh   Massacluisetts  nnder  Lien- 

1  tenant-ColoDcl  Luke  Lyman,  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvauia 

I  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Curtis,  both   battalions  under  immedi- 

\  ate  command  of  Jones,  left  the  })ivouac  tu  gain  the  rear  of  the 

I  enemy's  intrcnclmiciits  at   Gum  swamp,  the  remainder  under 

I  Pierson  movtMl  forward  on  the  Dover  road  and  met  tlie  enemy 

I  at  da}-jig]it   [May  22nd]    the  Twentj -fifth  IMassachusetts  com- 

j  manded  by  Colonel  Ihckctt,  having  the  advance  with  Company 

K  thrown  out  as  skirmishers. 

We  quote  from  the  diary  of  E.  T.  AVitherijy,  a  very  interest- 
;  ing  account  of  the  advance  upon  Gum  swamp,  which  descrifies 

the  feelings  of  those  selected  to  lead  the  way,  certain  that  they 
will  be  the  first  target  for  tlie  enemy's  pickets  :  — 

''The  I'weiJiy-iifih  was  to  \^^^x<\  the  advance,  aud  K  was  pushed  out 
to  feel  the  w:»y.  I'ermcy,  Ah  Clark,  Bro^vn  and  myseh^,  were  the 
fust  four,  arid  were  to  move  consideralilj'  in  advance  of  tlie  comjjany. 
AVe  stretched  out  along  the  road,  capped  our  guus,  swung  our  haver- 
sack.-; back  out  of  the  way,  worked  our  canteens  well  to  the  rear,  so 
that  they  sliould  not  jingle  out  'music  in  the  air'  in  cr)inpany  wiih 
our  bayonetS;  and  with  sLill  greater  care  stowed  our  tin  dippers  in  our 
haversacks.  Tiu.'.u  cauic  the  very  unuiilitary  order,  'you  can  start 
ri*Tht  along  now'  in  a  subdued  tone,  and  we  four  strode  away, 
followed  by  the  cohuun. 

•'  The  night  was  dark  and  dismal,  the  moon  dov/n,  and  not  a  star 
to  be  seen,  as  we  p/lunged  down  into  the  rnvine  and  moved  into  the 
dense   woods  bevoud.     Our  nerves  are  strunir  to  the  tiabtest  tension 
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—  almost  on  tip-toe,  i^rentliless  with  anxiety  we  feel  oiir  w-^y  around 
the  carves  -with  that  cautious  tread  inherent  iu  men  who  know  they 
are  marching-  in  the  jaws  of  death.  Xot  knowing  the  position  of 
their  pickets  we  creep  along  in  tlie  most  unpleasant  uncertainty.  As 
I  march  on,  I  wonder  if  they  will  hit  Brown  hrst,  as  he  is  our 
broadest  man — a  rustle  in  the  leaves  and  grass!  Well,  it  was 
nothing,  after  all.  Hurrying  on,  an  officer  comes  up  and  whispers 
we  vrill  meet  them  a  half  mile  on,  and  then  falls  back.  I  don't 
believe  anybody  enjoys  this.  I  wonld  go  home  myself,  if  I  could, 
honorably.  Teuney  stops  and  listens — we  all  do  the  same.  jN'one 
of  us  can  m:ike  out  anything  but  the  sound  of  tramping  men  in  our 
rear.  A  careless  fellow^  behind,  drops  a  cup  —  how  it  rings  out! 
If  he  were  with  us,  he  would  be  more  careful.  All  right  —  forward! 
and  ^\e  plod  on.  How  often  we  strained  our  eyes  to  catcli  the  first 
streaks  of  dawn.  At  length  tliere  came  the  faintest  flush  which 
widened  out,  tinting  the  scattering  clouds  until  it  o'erspread  the 
entire  heavens.  Then  the  long  rays  of  the  sun  shot  ovei'  the  distant 
tree  tops  and  the  broad  daylight  found  us  still  moving  unmolested 
towards  Gum  swamp.  We  vrere  in  open  order  when  a  liorseman 
galloped  down  our  ranks.  It  was  Bartlett  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts,  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade.  Halt- 
ing in  our  midst,  he  broke  out,  '  Where  is  the  advance  ? '  '  Here  I ' 
replied  Captain  Denny:  '  Is  not  that  a  man  !'  he  exclaimed,  pointing 
to  a  clump  of  pines,  from  winch,  ns  he  s[ioke,  two  bright  fiashes  Ifurst 
forth  and  two  bullets  hissed  into  the  trees  on  our  right.  licturning 
the  fire,  we  hurried  forwrod,  greatly  relieved  that  we  had  found  the 
enemy,  rC'^eived  the  first  the,  and  nobody  h\n-t.  We  heard  thn  ahirm 
as  it  v.'as  caughi  up  by  distant  picket  posts.  Soon  we  turned  into  a 
large  fiehl  on  our  right,  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  advanced." 


The  erieiriy  was  driven  to  his  earthworks  and  Coinpany  E, 
Captain  O'Xcil,  and  K,  Ca})tain  Deirny,  occupied  the  front  in 
a  sharp  skirniish  from  seven  to  ten  o'clock,  at  which  latter 
hour,  the  column  moving  aronml  the  enemy  lUidcr  Jo!ies,  after 
a  fatiguing  march  through  dense  thickets  and  swamps,  the 
])ioncers  being  enqdoyed  to  cut  tlioir  way,  and  where,  fur  two 
miles    both    regiments    niarclicd    in    single    file,    reached    the 
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enem^^'y  rear  and  opened  fire,  foUowed  quickly  by  a  charge. 

Our   forces    in    front    advanced,    and     Company    A,    Captain  ] 

Goodwin,  havino;  been  sent  forward  to  strenii'then  our  skirmisli  ]' 

line,  was  tlie  first  to  leap  oyer  tlic  intrcnclinients.     The  enemy  I 

retreated  with  alacrity  and  many  escaped  by  paths  known  only  | 

to  themselves.     General.  Ivonsom  v^-as  in  command  of  the  enemy  1 

and  came  very  near  being  captured.     We  secured  (1G5)  one  i 

hundred  and  sixty-five  prisoners,  one  tvrel\'e-ponnder  howitzer,  i 

fifty  horses  and  mules,  etc,  destroyed  the  earthworks  and  then  | 

rested,  while    we  should   have  been   travelling   back   to    New  | 

Berne.     Jones  however,  would  not  listen  to  any  suggestions  | 

about  I'eturning,  and   so,  for  hours,  until  lute  in  the  afternoon,  i 

wo  remained  there  looking  into  each  other's  faces  and  v^^ondei•■-  | 

ing  at  the  great  imprudence  tliat  continued  us  in  that  position  J 

Avithin  about  eight  miles  of  Ivinston,  the  enemy  having  a  railroad  | 

at  their  service  with  whicli  to  concentrate  troops  against  us.  | 

As  we  thus  rested  in  amazement,  no  [uck'cts  havin.g   been  | 

sent  forward   beyond   the  woods,  there  suddenly  came  a  shell  | 

from   tlio   enemy,  and  another,  and   still  others  came  crasliing  | 

over  and  through  the  bolt  of  timber  in  our  front,  and  there'was  | 

liurrying  to  and  fro,  a  hasty  gathering  of  conapanies  and  regi-  | 

ments,  and  tlven — Jones  was  all  ready  to  start  for  New  33ernc.  | 

Riggs  nnlimbercd  Ids  guns  and  the  Tw-eutj'-lii'tii  ]\Iassachusetts  | 

lay  down  behind  them,  and  then  (he  pieces  belclied  out  ^olid  | 
shot   and    shell  while    all    the   force    except   the    Twen[y-fd\!i 
IMassacliusetts   had   left    the  field.      At   last   tim    Twenty-fifth 
retired,  and   the  writer  was   given  the  not  enviable  iposition  in 

command  of  tlie  rear  guard  consisting  of  Com|tany  I,  Capiain  | 

Parkhurst,  Company  K,  and  one  piece  of  the  Tlurd  New  York  | 

Battery,  vrith  about  twenty  mounted  men  oi-  boys  mustered  in  | 

and  attach.ed  to  the  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry.     Tlie  enemy  | 

followed  us  closely  and  the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  protect  the  | 

rear   and  Hanks,  but  eyi:vy  time   the  enemy  made  a  niovemcut  | 

for   our   rear,  the    nui'uded   men  or  boys  canm  "  skedadling  | 

uuon    us  \\ithout    urinii;  a  vnm  —  finallv  we   sent    them    ahead  J 


-:^ 


■i'-';ij 


'■■     s'  ;^->i    '.■"   i:-'ii 


^* .   * 


ir%?'    ?^ 


:\ 


\ 


% 


'^^^ 


i         I, 


5erc"t  OscAK  Torp-iELLorTi 


Corp'l  Ed\vix  D-  Goodell. 


X 


\ 


,-.<i,^ 


h.' 


Li.,-at.,Tos.  B.  Ksov. 


.V^° 


\' 


Gto.  R.  Hrow.v!no. 
Signal  C<)ri». 


JOH.v  E.  Basskit. 


CO-MPANV    D. 


Uilintypf  Printinj  Ci. 


WEARING   THE  BLUE.       .       .  207 

where  they  would  be  out  of  the  way  and  comparatively  safe. 
Several  times  the  rear  guard  charged  Ijayonets  to  receive  the 
enemy,  both  companies  behaving  with  tlieir  usual  coolness.  At 
one  fire  of  our  gun,  the  piece  being  double-sliotted,  five  rebel 
saddles  were  emptied.  Some  of  our  men,  prisoners  for  a  few 
hours,  reported  their  observation  of  the  result  of  the  firing. 
The  enemy  shelled  our  column  until  we  reached  Core  creek, 
where,  crossing  the  bridge,  Jones  ordered  a  halt  and  bivouac. 
This  was  another  sad  mistake.  With  the  enemy  hovering  in 
large  force  upon  our  rear  and  flanks,  our  march  should  have 
been  continued  down  tlie  county  road  until  the  column  was 
safe. 

When  the  battalions  had  accom.plished  the  work  given  them 
to  do  at  Gum  swamp  and  were  resting  from  their  labors, 
one  of  the  non-comraissioiicd  officers  of  the  Tvv'enty-fiflli  Massa- 
chuseUs  Volunteers,  Corporal  Oscar  Tourteliotte  of  Company 
D,  with  that  love  for  adventure  and  patriotic  desire  to  accom- 
plish something  for  the  cause  which  animated  so  niany  of  our 
soldiers,  moved  off  on  a  secret  hunt  of  his  own  into  the  woods 
and  swamp  upon  the  left  of  tlie  enemy's  late  intrenchmcnts.    He  j  • 

had  v^dth  him  only  his  true  and  trusty  rifle.    Moving  slowly  and  j 

cautiously  through  tlie  tirnber,  he  thougiit  lie  heard  footsteps,  ] 

and  \va-  certain  he  Inward   the  crocking  of  sticks.     He  had  ibl-  ! 

lowed  a  trail  which  Vvas  conducting  liim  dee})  into  the  pocoson. 
Halting,  he  listened.     He  was  sure  lie  heard  steps:  he  gazed  '' 

into  and  through  the  bushes  and  saw  men.     He  movt-d  a  few  [ 

paces  forward,  looked  again  and  saw  not  only  men,  but  men  I 

who  wore  the  grey!     He  was  on  an  easy-go  hunt  after  rebels.  j 

But  he  was  alone,  and  ])eforo  him,hud<llcd  together,  he  counted  j 

twenty-six  men  !     One  Yankee  against  tAventy-six  of  the  chiv-  I 

airy  !     He  had  but  a  moment  to  think.     If  lie  returned  to  our  : 

lines  for  aid,  the  rebels  would  be  gone  :  he  therefore  resolved 
to  act,  pcrtiaps  inspired  by  and  relocating  those  burning  words 
of  the  great  revolutionary  orator  nnd  patriot..  '•  live  or  die,  sink 
I  or  swim,  survive  or  |;eri>li,  1  give  ujy  heart  and  hand  "' to  this 

r 


-^ 


* '.w^MwrflfWiip^w^^tcaaw 


208  TWENTY-FIFTH  21ASSACHUSETTS. 

cause !      He   pushed  forward   and   cried    "  Halt !  "    and   then  j 

and  there  in  that  i::olated  spot,  hialtod  one  first  lieutenant,  one  | 

sergeant    and    twenty-four   privates   of   the    Fifty-sixth    North 
Carolina  Volunteers !      Our  undaunted  corporal    brought  his  1 

rifle    to   an  aim    and   demanded    an  unconditional    surrender.  | 

AYith  this  demand  the   Confederates  complied,  and  then  com-  | 

meiiced  a  discussion   as  to  how  they  should  be  conducted   into  | 

our  lines.     The    rebel    lieutenant    allowed   with    considerable  \ 

force  of  language,  that  no  one  Yankee  corporal  could  take 
him  and  twenty-iive  men  through  the  woods  to  the  Yankee 
forces.  Such  a  ''  taking  in  "  did  not  quite  comport  with  his 
ideas  of  dignity  and  the  eternal  fitness  of  things.  He  would 
obey  the  orders  of  a  comniissioneci  oilicer  of  equal  rank,  com- 
manding a  company,  but  could  not  fo^nlAy  follow  a  single 
corporal  into  the  Yankee  ■  lines,  though  he  admitted  tliat  the 
corporal  was  very  good  looking  and  a  decidedly  clever  Yankee, 
which  nobody  would  deny.  Just  at  this  moment,  wdiich  was 
exactly  the  nick  of  time,  a  drummer  boy  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts  Yolunieers  put  in  an  appearance.  Heeiiforced 
by  these  drum  sticks,  the  corporal  saw  his  way  out  of  the  diih- 
culiy.  He  directed  the  druiumer  boy  to  go  to  our  lines,  report 
the  capture,  and  obtain  help.  The  boy,  entering  with  zest  into 
the  business,  so(>n  returned,  accompanied  by  (Japtain  Parkhurst 
and  Company  I  of  the  Twentj'-fifth  llcgiment.  Farkhursi^ 
not  knowino;  wliat  he  was  to  find,  advanced  cautiouslv,  wiih 
iMi  advance  guard.  He  found  the  corporal  and  liis  prisoners, 
and  after  returning  the  compliments  of  the  season,  the  lieuten- 
ant and  squad  of  twenty-live,  formed  between  the  platoons  of  •-« 
Company  I,  and  were  formally  marched  to  our  lines  and 
delivered  over  to  the  proper  authorities,  but,  previous  to  this, 
the  rebel  lieutenant  surrendered  a  Colt's  revolver  and  the 
sergeant  a  new  rifle  to  Corpoi-al  Tourtellotte.  The  corporal 
gave  tiie  former  to  the  drummer  boy,  and  retained  the  ritle 
and  still  keeps  it  as  a  valuable  nu'incnto  of  that  occasion. 
Corporal  "Wilson  of  Conqiany  G,  engravedi  upon  its  stock  thc^e 
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\vonls  — "  Gum  swamp,  May  22d,  18(33.  Captured  from  one  of 
the  Fifty-sixtli  North  Carolina  by  Corporal  Oscar  Tourtellotte 
of  the  Tweiity-fiftti  Massacluisetts  Yolunteers,  Company  D." 

IN   THE   POCOSON. 

The  next  mori.mg  the  march  was  resumed  in  the  direction  of 
the  railroad,  the  artillery  and  some  of  the  troops  (Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  and  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania)  having 
charge  of  the  prisoners,  marching  directly  towards  New  Berne, 
taking  the  county  road.  Proceeding  towards  the  railroad,  the 
Twent3^-ftfth  Massachusetts  had  the  advance,  and  Company  K 
was  Oirovvn  forward  as  an  advance  guard.  Scouts  under  Ser- 
geant Emerson  Stone,  were  pi'omplly  moved  out  to  ascertain  the 
conditioii  of  aiTairs  at  the  railway  crossing.  The  scouts  soon 
reponed  that  three  Confederate  regiments  held  the  road  at  th.e 
poiiit  of  its  crossing  the  railroad.  There  was  then  firing  on 
our  right  flank  au.l  in  our  rear,  and  a  force  ec{ual  to  our  own  in 
front.  Pierson,  wlio  was  in  command  of  the  column,  deeming 
it  iiiipolitic,  considering  the  tircl  condition  of  the  troops  and 
the  position  of  the  enemy  in  our  rear  and  upon  our  flank,  to 
atiempt  to  force  a  passage  at  the  railway  crossing,  ordered  a 
\  <hjtoi]r  tlirough  Dover  swarup,  taking  a  direction  to  come  out  as 

i  near  as  possiljle  to  Tuscarora  depot.     Dover  v\'as  a  most  dismal 

I  pocoson.     The    ])robabilIty   is   that   iio  man  had  ever    passed 

tlrrougli  it.  Il  was  four  miles  of  mud  and  slush,  knee  deep  — 
i\mv  miles  of  thick  underbrush,  of  tajigled  vrild-wood,  of 
bruiitbles,  of  tlioruy  copses,  of  water  courses  and  stagnant 
I'uols  alive  with  creeping  things,  and  crawling  things  —  of 
I  snakes    that   hissed    and    adders    that   forced  their   villainous 

I  tongues   !!ito    sight,   if    not    into   legs.     Through    this   terrible 

I  plnce   we    cut  and   slashed    our  way,  slowly,  tediously,  griev- 

ously. The  sun,  as  if  to  make  our  effort  more  unendurable, 
p'>ur<:d  down  its  burning  rays  and  not  a  })reath  of  aii'  came 
lhr':)U'ili  ih(j  thick  folirn-c  to  our  relief. 
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Burning  with  the  heat,  exiiausted  from  fatigue,  men  called 
for  water — give  us  water!  ^[cn  scooped  up  the  thick  mud- 
water  in  their  tin  dishes,  water  black  with  tlie  poisonous  roots 
and  the  slime  of  the  swanipy  pools,  and,  covering  the  dish  with 
a  dirtj  towel  or  a  long-carried  pocket  handkercliief — anything 
that  could  1)6  utilized  as  a  strainer,  sucked  the  black  water  into 
the  stomacii.  Oh,  the  horrid  taste  as  if  drinking  pulverzied 
snakes  and  lizards,  and  oh,  how  it  griped  and  served  like  an 
eiaetic  or  a  purging  povrder  upon  those  who  imbibed  the 
noxious  compound.  In  that  fetid  pocoson,  the  mixture  our 
soldiers  imbibed  had  been  seething  for  a  century,  and  its 
ingredients  m.ust  have  been  similar  to  and  not  a  whit  more 
palatable,  than  the  cauldron  broth  of  the  witclies  of  Mac- 
lieth :  — 

"Scale  of  dragon,  tooth  c^f  wolf: 
Wiioh's  intnniuy;    UiIav  and  pjxxll 
Of  tlie  ravin'd  s:\U-?^n  siiark  : 
Root  of  Ijeinlock,  dig.u'd  i'  tjie  dark  ; 
Li'-.'or  of   Ida.spheraiug  Jew-; 
Gall  of  goat ;  and  slips  ot"  yovv, 
Slivor'd  ill  the  mooTi's  ccli}:ise  ; 
Nose  01  Turk,  and,  Tartar'?  lips ;     _  ,        . 

ringer  of  birth-stra-uu-]<-'d  babe, 
.[)ii.di-delivcied  hy  :i  drab, 
Make  t:i--  gruel  t'u-dc  arid  slau ; 
Adil  tliereto  a   rigor's  chaiidron, 
Fi>i-  tai'  iijgredi*  :^l^'  of  our  cauldron.'" 

A  man  dyliip:  from  thirst  would  drink  the  decoction  from 
suclra  cauldron,  or  even  the  liquid  fermentations  of  the  Dover 
poeosoii.     AVe  know  it  by  experience. 

Througii  such  a  swamp  the  Twenty-fifth,  Fifth  and  Forty- 
sixth  i!v[assacbn^etts  regiments  maj'ched  single  iile,  one  following 
{mother,  Lidian  faskioii.  Ohicers  and  men  Ihtigued,  exhausted, 
halted.  Some  said  lliey  coukl  march  no  further.  Captain 
A.  n.  Fostei',  of  tiic  'iwv'enty-lii'fh,  came  along  and  piisheJ 
oa.     Soon    ins   voice  v/as    iieard    giving    the    v>-elcome   sound, 
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"  Railroad  !    railroad  I  "     It  was  ati  inspiring  word,  and  men 

toiled   on   until   tiie  railroad   was   reached.     After  four  hours  ] 

in    the  pocoson,   we   touclied   dry   land,  finding  a   long  train  | 

of   cars — freitrht   cars,    into    which   the    exhausted    men   laid  1 

themselves    dov/n.      Yery  soon,  men  came   along  with    great  i 

pot$  of  beans  —  the  old-fashioned  New  England  baked  beans,  \ 

which  were  greedily  devoured,  and  then,  after  a  long  delay,  '■ 

the  train  moved  on  and  reached  New  Berne  at  five  o'clock,  ;. 

p.    M,     The  Twciity-fifth  Massachusetts  marched    immediately  \ 

to  Camp   Oliver,   but  during   the  evening,  were  under  arms  ; 

prepared  to  march  again  to  Bachellor's  creek.            -  j 

The  inareli  of  four  hours  tlirough  Dover  swamp  was  some-  ! 
thing  never  to  be  forgotten  by  those  who  made  it.     A  number  - 
of  men  fell  exhausted,  and  were  taken  out  on  stretchers,  and 

tv.'O  men  died  in  the  pocoson  before  they  could  be  brought  out.  I 
Several  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  did  not  reach  Camp 
Oliver  for  two  days, 

DEATH  OF  COLONEL  JONES.  ; 

i 
! 

Just  before  dark  of  that  day  the  enemy  attacked  the  force  at  j 

Bachellor's  creek.     The  Fifty-eighth  rennsylvania  Yolunteers  | 

and    a    ])oriion    of    the    Forty-sixth    Massachusetts    held    tliat   .  , 

position,    and    the    defence    there    made    was    a    brave    one.  \ 
Company   A,   and    a    paj't   of    Company   I   of   tlic   Forty-sixth 

]\rassachusetts,    held    an    earthwork    in    the    extreme    front   of  \ 
our  line,  and  continued  to  hold  it  under  command  of  (Captain 

TilTr,  of  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts,  alter  the  balance  of  the  j 

force   liad   retired   two   miles   to   the   rear.     When   the  enemy  i 

appeared    in    fj-ont    of   the    Baclicllor    creek    outpost,    Colonel  ; 
Jones   moved    out  with    two    companies    of    his    regiment,    to 
dislodge    them.     In    this    movement,    Jones    was    sliot    dead, 
falling  into  the  arms  of  his  faithful  orderly,  ^lichael  Webl)er. 

The   death   of   Jones  was   deeply   lamented    by  his   ]-egiment,  ■ 
and  was  a  serious  loss  to  the  department  of  Nortli  Carolina. 
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.    SHOVEL    BRIGADE. 

About  Juue  1st,  [1863]  tlie  regiments  in  and  about  New 
Eerne  were  called  upon  to  furnish  details  of  working  parties 
employed  in  erecting  earthworks  around  the  town.      Captain'  I 

Foster,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  liad  charge  of  the  j 

details.      The  detailed   men  went  out  early  in   tlie  morning,  \ 

returnino;  at  eleven  o'clock,  croinG;  a^'ain  to  the  trendies  late  in  \   ' 

the  afternoon,  thus  avoiding  the  excessive  heat  of  mid-day.    At  | 

dress  parade,  June  14th,  a  General  Order  Vv^as  promulgated,  | 

urging  increased  activity  with  the  shovels.     AYith'the  mercury  | 

averaging  one    hundred   and    one    degrees    in  the  shade,  tlio  I 

men  had  a  hard  time  in  that  shovel  brigade,  and  there  were  1 

i  some  who  veninied   an  opinion   that   it  would  have  been   as  I 

well  to  have  emplo}'ed  some  of  the  surplus  population,  colored  I 

men  inured  to  the  heat,  fed  by  tlie  government,  and  required  to  |    , 

make  no  return  f  jr  it.     But  the  commanding  General  required  | 

tlie  soldiers  to  do  the  work,  and  they  did  it  well  and  quite  \ 

as  cheerfully  as  could  have  been  expected  under  the  circum-  I 

stances.  .  -  I 

TWENXr-FlFTn    MASSACHUSETTS    AT    CA^IP    OLIVEK.  I 

Caiiip  Oliver,  so  long  occu|)ied  Ijy  the  Tw^enty-fifth  Massa-  1 

chusetts,  was  one  of  the  best  located  and  most  conveniently  | 

arranged  places  ever  occupied  ,by  the  regiment.     It  furnished  | 

an  extensive  pai-ade  ground  and  ample  room  to  allow  conq^any  1 

streets  of  more  than  '*  Regulation  "  widtli,  and  a  canqj  frontage  \ 

of  almost  double  the  prescribed  paces.     Upon  its  right  ilank,  j 

on    somevrhat    elevated    ground,   the    surgeon    had    made    all  1 

necessary   arrangements    for   those    of    the    sick    not    sent    to  | 

the  regimental  or  general   hospital    in   town;    and  upon  this  ] 
flank    was   also   established    the    quarters    of    the    regimental 

commissary  department.     Upon  tlie  left  flank,  the  regimental  \ 
\                  sutler,  Mr.  Henry  0.  Clark,  with  his  genial  assistant,  Alanson 
'                  H.  Ward,  (afterwards  captain  in  the  Sixty -first  Massachusetts 
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I 

■:  Eegimeiit,  a  one  year  battalion)  occupied   spacious   quarters 

with  every  facility  for  furaishing  the  troops  with  necessary 
articles  required,  and  unnecessary  articles  in  demand.  Be- 
tween the  commissary  quarters  on  tlie  one  flank,  and  the  sutler 
upon  the  other,  there  was  no  opportunity  for  much  suffering  in 
Camp  Oliver. 

Camp  Oliver  was  always  a  model  of  neatness.  Every  officer 
and  man  in  the  reginacnt  took  special  pride  in  keeping  every 
part  of  the  camp  particularly  clean  and  sweet,  including 
the  kitchen  and  the  sinks.  The  latter  were  covered  daily 
with  fresh  earth,  and  during  the  w^arm  season,  two  or  three 
times  per  doy.  T!je  guard-house  at  the  south-east  corner 
of  the  camp,  was  a  well  arranged  wooden  building :  a 
building,  we  are  liappy  to  say,  that  will  be  remembered 
impleasantly  by  only  a  very  small  luimber  of  \\\q  Tvy'euty- 
fifth  Massachusetts,  for,  we  may  as  well  say  here  as  in 
anotiier  place,  that  the  men  of  the  Twenty-liilh  ^^'ere  always 
upon  their  good  behavior,  and  tliat  if  there  were  any 
exceptions,  it  was  only  at  such  rare  times  as  some  men 
allowed  something  to  steal  away  tlieir  brains,  tlius  depriving 
themselves  of  their  usual  good  sense  and  discretion. 

While  at  Camp  Oliver,  the  regiment  was  drilled  daily, 
the  forenoons  being  occupied  with  company,  and  the  afternoons 
witli  battalion  drill.  The  excellence  and  precision  of  the 
reghiiental  drill,  was  the  admiration  of  the  large  number 
of  visitors  upon  the  parade  grounds.  The  dress  parades  in 
particular,  were  honored  usually  by  tlie  presence  of  General 
Foster  and  members  of  his  staff.  "When  other  duties  permit- 
ted, the  field,  stalT  and"  line  ofiicers  of  other  regiments,  and 
ofien  a  large  number  of  citizens  and  ladies,  honored  and 
enlivened  the  parade  with  their  presence.  Tiic  soldierly 
appearance  of  tlie  men,  tlie  exactness  of  '^xk^vy  movement, 
and,  specially  the  rapidity  and  aiitomatic  uniformity  of  the 
drill  in  the  manual  of  arms,  was  the  admiration  of  all 
witnesses,  and  drevv'  from  them   hearty  applause. 

I 
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Many  of  our  Massachusetts  regiments  were  probably  as 
good,  but  none  letter  in  drill  and  discipline,  and  all  other 
qualities  ninking  up  a  first-class  battalion;  tlian  tlie  Twenty-iifth 
Massachusetts,  Those  who  stood  in  the  ranks  of  the  regiment 
were  a  credit  to  the  honored  State  that  sent  them  to  the  field. 
AVliile  we  claim  tliis  for  the  enlisted  men,  we  must  add  another 
word,  and  it  is  very  pleasant  to  be  able  to  do  it  truthfully, 
and  that  is,  that  tlse  commissioned  ofliccrs  of  the  Twenty-ilfth 
Massachusetts,  as  a  rule,  were  vrell  fitted  fo)'  tlie  command 
the}'  held.  It  is  almost  a  remuikable  circumstonce,  only  one 
commissioned  officer  of  the  Twenty-ilfth  I\Iassachusetts  was 
ever  accused   or  tried  before   a   court-mailial,   (Captain   W..  | 

of   G    Com].»aay)   and  only  two,  Captain  ^v'.,  (and  Lieutenant  I 

S.,   of  E    Company)    found    it   neces&ary  lor    any    reason,   to  I 

seek   retirement   at   home.      In   liins    pointiug    to    individuals  I 

by  name,  which   v:e  are  forced   to   do,  because   if    we  leave  | 

it  indefinite,  the  good  name  of  the  innocent  might  be  clouded  | 

witli  suspicion,  we    only    add,  that   the    Captain  v/as  a    true     -.       I 
})atrlot  and   a  warm   defender   of   the   cause  he  served.    ^Ile  | 

was  tlioroughly  well  educated,  and  at  heart,  one  of    the  besi  I 

men   living.      He    had    only    one   fault,    and    that    fault    has  j 

ruined  the  greatest  intellects  oni-  country  has  produced.     The  I 

Lieutenant  was  troubhjd  with  the   same  com])!aint.     He   had  | 

jusL  been  piomot*'M],  and  was  unable  to  bear  prosperity.  I- 

The    Twenty-hftli    Massachusetts    vvas    remarkably    favored  | 

by  having  only  Acry  few  deserters  fj'om  its  standard.     About  | 

a  dozen  sucli  fellows  will  make  up  the  list  during  the  three  | 

years'  service,  and  usually   tliey  were  such  as  could   be  vv-ell  1 

spared.     None   of    them   were  wortli    the   rations  they  would 
consume. 

CAPTUUE    OF    GUERILLAS. 

During  the  summer  of  1SG3,  a  small  company  of  gueriHns 
\ery  much  annoN'ed  loyal  peojile  who  liveil  below  our  lines, 
U|K)n   either   bank  of  the  Keuse,  and  in  the   coujitry  betweeu 
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that  river  and  the  Pamlico.  Early  in  June,  these  fellows, 
getting  l)old,  seized  and  burned  a  schooner  on  the  Nense 
river,  and  then  it  was  determined  to  circumvent  their  opera- 
tions if  possible.  To  this  end.  Captain  Fhelon  in  command 
of  the  Shau'sheen  was  furnished  with  a  detachnient  from  the 
Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  under  charge  of  Sergeant  James 
iMcHaunan  of  Company  E.  Corporal  Edward  Townsend  of 
Company  C,  and  fifteen  privates,  were  of  the  party,  among 
whom  was  Private  Augustus  G.  Demond  of  Company  K  [we 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  names  of  othei's  detailed].  This 
little  expi.dition  went  to  South  river  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Neuse,  and  on  its  right  bank.  Taking  a  launch,  the  party, 
under  charge  of  Captain  Phelon,  proceeded  some  distance  up 
I  the  South  river  until  they  came  to  the  vicinity  of  a  house  where 

I  a  neighborliood  dance  was  in  progress.     The  launch  came  to 

I  a  stand  still  as  near  the  shore  as  possible,  whereupon  the  party 

I  jumped  ovt'rboard  and  waded  ashore.     Moving  upas  fast  as 

I  possible,  they  surrounded  the  house,  where  they  captured  four 

of  tlie  guerillas  who  had  been  engaged  burning  the  schooner, 
'j'iie  pai'ty  returned  to  New  Berne  vvith  their  prisoners  vrlio 
were  turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities. 

EETURX    OF    NINE   MONTliS'    llEGDIENTS. 

June  17th,  the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Pierson,  left 
New  Berno,  homeward  bouud,  reaching  Boston  on  the  26th  of 
that  monthi.  This  regiment  was  brigaded  vrith  the  Tv.'cnty-lilih 
Massachusetts  during  its  service,  aud  its  camp  was  adjacent  to 
Ca?jip  ()liver,  so  that  a  very  friendly  feeling  existed  between 
the  ofncers  arid  men  of  the  two  battalions.  I'he  Twenty-hfth 
Massachusetts  desiring  to  express  appreciation  of  the  gallant 
service  rendered  by  the  Fifth  upon  all  occasions,  turned  out 
with  full  ranks,  and  escoi-ted  tiieir  comrades  to  the  whai'f  and 
tliere  ex'jlianged  parting  salutations.  Colonel  H.  C.  Lee,  com- 
manding brigade,  foinnl  an  or«portuniiy  to  nmke  a  neat  little 
speech,  to  the  ollicers  and  men  of  tlie  Fifth  Massachusetts,  and 
amoML!:  other  ixood  tilings,  said  :  — 
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"  Yoa  may  perhaps  tliluk  you  have  clone  more  than  your  share  of  | 

labor,  having  engaged  in  more  expeditions,  endured  longer  marches,  j 

and   performed    more  arduous   service    than    any  other  nine  months'  | 

regiment,  or  even  tlie  three  years'  troops,  in  the  same  period  of  time.  \ 

But  you  should  remember  the   Scripture  passage,  that  '  "Whom  the  ! 

Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,'  and  acce})t  the  toils  and  hardships  you  | 

have  borne,  as   a  proof  of  the  good   opinion   of  your  commanding  | 

general,  Avho  calls   most  frequently  into  service  those  regiments  in  \ 

whom  he  has  the  most  confidence."  \ 

On  the  6th  of  June,  tlie  Forty-fourth  IMassachusetts  took  its  ' 

departure  for  home,  receiviDg  from  Major-Gcneral  Foster  in 
Special  Orders  No,  160,  an  expression  of  his  ''  higli  ap])recia- 
tion  of  and  thanks  for  their  services  while  in  the  department." 
The  General  also  said  :  — 

*'As  a  part  of  thyi  garrison  of  Washington,  and  in  th-e  various 
duties  to  wliich  thev  have  been  assig-ned,  they  have  alwavs  fidlv 
performed  their  duty  as  soldiers." 


The  Thi!-d  Massachasetis,  Colonel  Eichmond,  left  New  Berne  \ 

Jime    11th,   escorted    to    the    depot,    where   it   took   the    cars  | 

for  Morehead    City,  by  the    Onc-lnuidred-and-fifty-eighth  New  | 

York  Yoluiueers.     Durino-  the  service  of  this  rea'inient,  more  I 


tlian  two  hundred   men  were  detailed  for  duty  as  mechanics  \ 

upon  governraent  work.  I 

On  the  24th  June,  the  Eighth  ^^fassaehnsetts,  Colonel  Coflin,  \ 

Forty-third  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Holbrook,  Forty-fifth  Massa-  | 

chusetts,   Colonel  Codman,  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  | 

Shurtleff,  and   the  Fifiy-tirst   ^lassachuselts.  Colonel   Sprague,  | 

left  New  Berne  for  Morehead  City,  where  transports  con- 
veyed them  to  Fortress  Monroe.  From  the  latter  place 
the  Eighth  ^Massachusetts  went  to  Baltimore.  At  tliis  time 
there  was  great  excitement  conseqtient  upon  the  appearance 
of  General  Lee  and  his  army  in  Maryland  arid  Penn'^ylva- 
nia,  and  tlie  public  anxieiy  did  not  subside  until  Lee  met  his 
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disaster  on  tlie  bloody  field  of  Gettysburg.     The  Eighth  reached  1 

Baltimore  July  1st,  and  there  remained  until  tlic  0th  when  it 
went  l)y  rail  to  Monocacy  Junction,  Md.,  where  it  v/as  assigned 
to  the  brii'-ado  coninianded  by  General  Henry  S.  Eriggs.     On  |, 

the  night  of  July  7th  they  marched  to  Maryland  JJeights  and  j 

occupied  Fort  Duncan  where  they  remained   until  July  12tU,  j 

when  the  regiment  with  the  brigade  joined   the  Army  of  the  1: 

Potomac,  assigned  to  the  Second  Division,  First  Armty  Corps.  \ 

Oa  tlie  '26th  of  July  the  reginient  proceeded  to  Massachusetts  [ 

to  bo  mustered  out  of  service. 

The  Forty-third  Massachusetts  reaching  Fortress  ■  Monroe, 
was  sent  to  the  TVliite  house  on  the  Pamunky  river  in 
transports,  but  returned,  June  80th,  to  Fortress   a!i[onroe,  and  \ 

on   the  3rd  day  of  July,  reported  in  Baltimore.     On  the  7th,  j 

the  regiment  reported  to  General  Naglee  for  duty.     There  was  j 

some  fe^'linG"  in  the  reuiment  because  it  was  retained  in  service 
after  the  time  of  enllsimeut  had  expired,  and  General  Naglee 
issued  an  order  leaving  it  optional  with  the  men  to  go  to  the 
front,  or  return  home.  Under  this  order,  two  hundred  and 
three  officers  and  men  voted  to  go  to  the  front.  The  others 
ingloriously  went  liome.  So  many  of  the  battalion  as 
remained,  proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook,  Md.,  imder  command 
of  [;ienu.'nant-Colonel  John  C.  Whiton  [the  ColoJiel  being 
detained  in  Ealtimore].  Here  tlie  regiment  performed  duty 
as  prorosL  guard  until  the  18th,  vrhen  tliey  were  ordered  to 
^ia^^saciiU'-i'tts  and  mustered  out  July  GOth,  1SG3. 

Tlic  Forty-fifth  ]Massachusetts  proceeded  from  -  Fortress 
^lonroe  directly  to  Boston,  and  was  mustered  out  June 
30th,  1SG3. 

The  Forty-sixth  Massacliusctts  went  from  Fortress  ^Monroe 
to  Bahimnre  and  was  assigned  to  brigade  of  General  E.  B. 
Tyler,  performing  patrol  and  guard  duty  until  the  Gth  of 
July,  when  it  was  attached  to  the  brigade  of  General  Flenry 
S.  Brlggs  and  followed  tluj  same  line  of  march  and  duty  as 
stated  tor  ihe  Eiii-hth  Massachusetts.     AVhon  the  brigade  was 
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near  Berlin,  the  order  was  received  to  proceed  to  Mapsaclm- 
setts-.  This  rcgiruent,  Avith  the  Eighth  and  Fifty-first  Massa- 
chusetts, fded  out  of  the  cohiinn,  and  their  campaigning  was 
over. 

The  Fifty-first  ^lassochusetts  proceeded  froni  Fortress  ^M'on- 
roe  to  the  White  house  and  then  returned.  Learning  of  th.c 
critical  condition  of  afYairs  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
Colonel  Sprague  offered  the  services  of  the  regiment  for  any 
duty  required  of  it.  The  reghnent  was  ordered  to  Baltimore 
and  performed  patrol  duty,  occupying  Belger  barracks.  July 
5th,  six  companies  of  the  battalion  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Stridley,  escorted  twenty-three  hundred  prisoners 
captured  at  Gettysburg,  from  the  depot  in  Baltimore  to  Fon 
McHenry.  July  Gth,  the  regiment  reported  and  was  assigned 
to  General  Briggs'  Brigade,  when  it  followed  the  fortunes  of 
the  Eighth  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  as  already  described. 

The  brigade  cojisisted  of  the  Eighth,  Thirty-ninth,  Forry- 
sixth,  and  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  regiments,  and  on  the  l~th 
of  July  marched  all  night,  a  distance  of  twenty-seven  miles. 
Surcliarged  with  malaria  contracted  in  the  swamps  of  North 
Carolina,  without  camp  equipage,  kettles,  or  a  change  of 
clothing  for  wet  vv-eather,  the  Uxicn  wore  poorly  prepared  lo 
endure  ttie  hardships  of  a  cam|.>aign,  or  to  make  nuirches  that 
were  really  unnecessary.  Large  numbers  became  sick  and 
were  sent  back  to  Baltimore.  In  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts, 
wlien  it  readied  the  front  on  the  loth  of  July,  there  were 
present  for  duty  an  aggregate  of  only  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
live  men.  The  regiment  arrived  at  Worcester  on  the  21st  day 
of  July,  and  on  the  2Tth  was  mustered  out  of  service,  having 
served  nearly  ten  months. 

The  sick  left  in  the  hospitals  at  New  Berne  under  charge  of 
Assistant  Surgeon  Garvin,  reached  home  safely,  and  were 
mustered  out  with  the  rest.  The  loss  of  this  regiment  duriiig 
the  service  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  m:m,  the  nurn'oer 
being  largely  incieased  by  a  peculiar  and  fatal  disease  from 
'  which  it  suiTered.    ^ 
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The  Fifty-first  MassachuseMs,  under  Colonel  Spragiie,  raised, 
as  we  have  before  stated,  from  the  young  men  of  Worcester 
County,  was  an  excellently  well  equipped  and  drilled  body  of 
men :  its  ofiicers,  sonie  of  Avhoni  had  seen  service  befoi'e.  were, 
in  niany  respects,  far  above  the  average  of  tliose  who  wore 
shoulder-straps. 

After  tlie  muster-out  of  the  Fifty-first  Regiment,  General 
Sprague  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  tlie  Massachusetts 
Second  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery,  and  the  muster-out  of  tliat 
regiment  at  the  end  of  the  war,  closed  the  military  life  of 
General  A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  who  had  thus,  during  the  war,  held 
four  imjiOTtant  commissions.  When  the  war  closed,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  valuable  services,  lie  v\'as  commissioned  by  the 
President  a  Brigadier-General  by  brevet,  an  honor  which  was 
fairly  earned  and  well  merited.  After  the  v/ar,  General  Sprague 
was  appointed  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Worcester 
District,  which  he  resigned  upon  being  elected  Sheriff  of  the 
County,  a  position  he  continues  t'j  hold. 

Thus  closes  the  record  of  the  nine  months'  battalions.  The 
loss  of  the  nine  months'  troops  caused  the  expression  of  a 
feeling  that  there  was  more  of  a  void  in  Nortli  Carolina  than 
there  sjiould  be,  if  it  wos  considered  desirabh?  to  hold  the 
Si  ate,  or  vtn-y  mucli  of  the  eastern  sliore.  Tlie  force  in  North 
Carolii'.a  liad  Itcen  ^'ery  much  reduced  by  tlie  withdrawal  of 
juiiriy  of  tlie  veteran  regiments.  The  regiments  of  Reno's  Brigade 
vrere  in  Virginia.  In  January  [1SG8]  a  number  of  regiments, 
including  the  1\venty-thi:'d  and  Twenty-fourth  ^.lassachusetts, 
and  Nintli  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  proceeded  to  South  Carolina. 

Some  of  these  troops  returned  during  the  siege  of  little 
Washington.  The  brigade  of  General  Stevenson,  composed 
of  tlie  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts,  One-hundredth  New  York, 
Tentli  Corinecticut,  Ninety-seventh  Fennsylvaido,  and  Filly-sixth 
New  York,  with  one  battery  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
was  retained  in  South  Carolina  l.'V  General  Hunter. 

Soon  after  the  siege  of  Washington,  tlie  department  Avas 
divided  into  districts  —  New  Berne  and  its  vicinitv  bcinu*  the 
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First  District,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Palmer ;   the  j 
vicinity  of   little   AVosliington   was   known   as   the   District  of 

Pamlico  ;    tne  vicinity  of  Plymouth,  known  as  tlie  District  of  |  ' 

the  Koanolce  ;    Morehead  City  and  its  vicinity,  known  as  the  j 

District  of  Beaufort.     Brigadier-General  AYessells  commanded  j 

the  District  of  the  Roanoke.  '  1 

-i^  LITTLE     WASHLXGTON.  | 

On  the  3rd  day  of  July,  tlie  right  wing  of  the  Twenty-fifth  I 

Massachusetts  received  orders  to  proceed  to  little  Washington,  I 

and,  late  in  the   day,  con^panies  B,   C  and  F, -embarked   on  I 

the  steamer  M>j-<lk^  and  I  and  K  ii[.)on  tb.e  steamer  Wai<h)nijbm  j 

Irvim/.     On  the  morning  of  the  '•  ever  glorious  b'ourth,"  these  | 

companies  readied   Washington,  a  well  laid   out  town  about  | 

thirty-live  miles   above    I'amlico   sound,   on    the    left   bank  of  | 

the  Pamlico  river,  at  its  juncture  with  tlie  Tar  river.  | 

Companies  I  and  K  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Hodman's  | 

point,  a  fortified  position  about  two  miles  below  Washington,  J 

on  the  right  bank  of  tlie  Pamlico  riser.     At   this   place   tlie  | 

companies  were  required  to  garrison  the  fort,  relieving  Ca}>iain  j 

Rogers'  Company  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsyh'unia  Volunteers.  | 

Companies  B,  C  and  F  were  ordered  to  Hill's  point,  two  | 

miles  still  further  dov,  n   the  river,  which  place  they  garrisoned  | 

under  command  of  Major  C.  O.  Attvs'ood,  who,  upon  assuming  | 

command,  issued  the  following  Order  : —  |' 

ITead<jiu\rtf'rs  Detnchnient  Tv>cnty-tilth  Eeci-iineiit  Massachusetts  Voliiuteers. 

iUll'^  Point,  N.  C,  July  4th,  1S(33. 
General  Orders,  ) 
^'o.  1.  J 

111  honor  of  one  >vlio  lias  labored  streniioiisly  in  the  cause 
for  which  Me  are  eu.L;-aged,  witii  undaunted  courage  and  perseverance,  this  camp 
will  be  called  Camp  Pickett. 

By  conimand  of 

7vIajor  C.  G.  Attwood,  Conuiuut'Unj  JJdachment. 
Ch.vRLES  II.  Pelton",   Lieuteiuiut.  and  Acthij  Auljntant. 

On    the   17th    of   July,   the    left   wing  of    the    Twenty-fifili 
j^Ias^achusetts,    under    Colonel    Pickett,    marched    to    Swift's 


ci 


eek,    accompanied     by    the    Twenty-seventh    Massachusetts. 
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The  design  of  tliis   movement  was  to   attract  attention  from  | 

the   Third    New    York   Cavalry,   then    on    the    Rocky    Mount  j 

raid,  and  to  cover   the  cavalry  march.     The  expedition  was  j 

out  three  days.  "  I- 

Previous  to  this,   [July  4tii]   the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  ; 

under    command    of    Lieuteriant    Colonel    John    Mix,    a   very  .         I 

dashing  and   fearless  ofhcer,  made   a  movement  designed   to      ,  i- 

dama2;e    tlie    Wilmins^'ton    and   Weldon    Railroad.     Bri<2:adier-  f 

.  ...  I 

General    Heckman,   with    a   force   of   infantry,  including   the  \ 

Ninth   New    Jersey,   Seventeenth,  Twenty-tliird    and   Twenty-         .  \ 

seventh    Massachusetts    Volunteers,  moved    in    cooperation  to  j 

Trenton,  vrhere   the   Seventcenih  ^lassachusetts   was  detached  i 

and   left  with  a  section   of   the   Third   New    York    Artillery  [ 

to  hold  the  approach  from  Kinston,  while  the  main   column 

moved  forward  some  miles,  to  hold  a  bridge.  j 

On    Monday   tlie    Gth,   the    advance    column   was    attacked,  | 

lull  was   able    to   repulse    the   enemy.     The   cavalry  returned  j 

to  our  lines  on  tlie  Gth  of  July,  having  torn  up  the  railroad,  ! 

desiroyed  a  maDufactory  of  sabres,  and  executed  much  damage  j 

upon  the  enemy.     All  the  force  upon  this  expedition  returned 
t'.)  New  Berne  July  7th. 

On  the  i^oth  July,  [1863]  four  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Pickett  in  command,  viz:  —  compa- 
rdcs  A,  E,  G  and  il,  end)arkcd  on  board  tlie  steamer  Ilueker^ 
and  disembarked  Sunday  afternoon  [July  26th]  at  Winton, 
going  into  bivouac  on  the  bardvs  of  the  Chowan  ri\er.  This 
expedition  was  intended  to  cover  a  cavalry  raid  on  Weldon. 
Ine  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  also  uioved  to  Winton  on 
tl-.e  steamer  l^eronic^  and  the  Twenty-third  Massacliusetts  on 
the  steamer  Utdh.  General  Heckman  was  in  command  of 
the  brigade.  At  Winton,  our  force  was  met  by  the  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  First  New  York  ]\Iounted  Rifles  and 
a  l)attery  of  the  Fourth  United  States  Artillery,  which  had 
crossed  the  c^juntry  from  ]^>rtsmouth,  A'a.  for  the  purpose 
oi'  making  the  raid  on  Weldon.  AVhile  tliis  force  and  most 
of  the  iniaiitry  moved   IVu'v.'ard,  tlie  left  wing  of  the  Twenty- 
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fifth  Massachusetts  remained  to  guard  and  protect  the  rear. 
Ou  t]ie  28th  July,  compauies  A  and  E,  under  command  of 
Captain  Thomas  O'Neill,  marched  to  Coleraine,  a  distance 
of  twenty  miles,  returning  next  day  with  thirty-three  enp- 
tured  horses,  a  number  of  mules  and  other  property  for 
use  of  the  government.  On  the  29tli,  companies  G  and  H, 
under  comn.iand  of  Captain  Harrinuton,  marched  out  ten 
miles,  returning  next  day  with  twelve  bales  of  cotton,  a 
large  lot  of  tobacco,  twenty  horses,  nmles,  carriages,  har- 
nesses, etc.  Everjtliing  in  the  line  of  comniissary  stores 
had  "been  removed  by  the  enemy  previous  to  this  visit. 

On  the  27th,  the  infantry  npon  the  advance  movement, 
remained  at  Mount  Tabor  as  a  support,  while  the  nb:>imted 
force  moved  towards  Weldon.  At  Jackson,  the  enemy  was 
met  in  larger  force  than  was  contemplated.  A  battle  ensued, 
and  our  troops  captured  over  lifty  prisoners,  but  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  attempt  fuilher  progress  tov\'ards  Weldon. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  the  left  wing  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts  embarked  for  New  Berne,  having  iw  charge 
as  prisoners  of  war,  sixty-tliree  men  and  three  conmiissioncd  \ 

officers,  captured  by  the  forces  making  the  forward  movement.  | 

August  20th,  companies  G  and  H  marched   to  Bachellor's  j 

creek,  reporting  to  Colonel  P.  J.  Claassen,  One-hundred-and-  | 

tliii'ty-socond    New   York  '\'olun[eers.     From   the    creek,   the  | 

companies    ma  relied    hj    tlie    Itod    house,    where    Company    G  | 

remained    for  picket    duty,  while    Company   II   proceeded    to  f 

Pine  tree,  on  the  Trent  road,  for  the  same  duty  in  that  vicinity.  | 

On   Sunday  the   '12th  of  July,  at   Ro«iman's  point,  the   two  | 

companies  tliere,  I  and  K,  united  in  a  service  witlwut  the  aid  j 

of  a  chajilain.     Dr.  Vv'hitney,  Hospital  Steward,  and  Corpor'al  | 

Ilolt,  of    Company  I,  conducted  the  devotions,  and  the  united  \ 

voices  of  the  soldiers  furnislied  very  acceptable  music. 

On  the  2ord  of  July,  Captain  Penny  was  appointed  by 
General  I*almer,  IN'ovosr-^Iarshal  of  the  District  of  Pamlico, 
with  headquarters  at  V/ashington,  N.  C.     Py  the  same  order, 
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i  Company    K   was    detailed    for    duty    as    provost   guard    and 

I  assigned    quarters    in    the    brick    building    on    First    street, 

;  f  formerly  occupied   by   tlie   Cape  Fear  bank. 

About  the  1st  of  xlugust,  General  Falm^er  having  returned 
to  New  Berne,  Licutenajit-Colonel  Moulton  assumed  temporary 
command  of  the  District  of  Pamlico,  having  headquarters  in 
Washington.  The  staff  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moulton  w^as 
made  up  as  follows:  Lieutenant  James  M.  Drennan,  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  Yoluntecrs,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant 
General;  Captain  Cecil  Clay,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  ^^ol- 
unteers,  Acting  xissistant  Lrspector-General,  an?!  Captain 
Chenery,  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Union  Yohinteers,  and 
formerly  of  the  Twenty-fifth  jMassachusetts,  was  Acting  Aide- 
de-Camp. 

Later  in  the  season,  [September  4th]  Major  Attwood  re- 
turned to  New  iJerne,  taking  command  of  tlie  left  wing  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  three  companies,  xV,  E  and 
G,  being  at  the  Red  house  upon  outpost  duty,  and  two  compa- 
nies, D  and  II,  at  f^lne  tree  on  the  Trent  road.  Major  Attwood 
made  his  headquarters  at  the  Red  house.  The  comnmnd  ai 
Hill's  point  devolved  upon  Captain  Foss,  of  Company  F. 

While  the  riplit  wing  of  tlie  regiment  remained  in  the' 
Ihstrict  of  the  Pamlico,  tiie  commissnry  department  was  under 
"the  charge  of  \Vil!i;im  31.  Willis,  of  Company  F,  whose  office 
was  on  ^^'ater  street,  adjoining  the  garden  of  the  house 
occa|)ied  by  the  i*rovost-]!vIarshal. 

On  the  <Sth  of  September,  Colonel  Pickett  arrived  at  little 
Washington  and  assumed  command  of  the  su])-district,  pro- 
mulgating the  following  General  Orders:  — 

HcaJ([uarteis  Sub-district  of  tlie  ramllco. 
Washington,  N.  C,  Septeniljcr  8th,  1S63. 
Goneral  Orders,  { 
No.  1.  i 

In  aecordance  witli  orderi"  from  ireadqnartors  Army  and 
District  of  North  Carolina,  the  nndersii;nf-ri  hereby  assumes  command  of  the 
Snb-ilivtriet  of  tlie  Pamlico. 

J.    PlCKKXT, 

(.^'-iloiicl  T'lfirhj-jifih  /it^/hnmt  Jfassarfiusefls  Volunteers. 
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Coloiiel  I'ickett  constituted  liis  staff  as  follows :    Lieutenant 

Henry  McConville,  Acting  Assistant  xldjutant-General;  Captain 

Cecil  Clay,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  A'^olunteers,  Acting 

Assistant  Inspector-General  ;    Lieutenant  James  M.  Drennan, 

,    Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 

,'■;    ..'■■"'■■'''■"''-''■■''■■    ■■"'''■-    ^ -■>--•"-'•'■  •-•■^^'    SOCIAL   LIFE. 

The  opportanities  for  socird   enjoyment  for  tho-e  v>dio  had 

ofiicial    residence    at    Washington    were    heartily    improved. 

Some    of  the    officers    had    their   families   with    them,    among 

whom    vv'ere    Captain   James    Tucker  and   the   writer,  of  the  | 

Twenty-finli    ■^fassachusctts,   and    Captain   U.   H.   Wheeler  of  I 

I   '                  tlie    Quartennosler's    T/C}>aitmc]it,    a    most   genial   gentleman,  | 

I                     and   before  the    v.ar,   a   resident  of    North   Carolina.     These  I 

:            '        families  united  with   Pickett,  Moulton,  l)i-erman   and    I\[cCon-  | 

ville   of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  Clay  and  lloskinson  I 

,^                   of  the   Fifty-eighih    Pennsylvania,   and    many    oflicers   of  the  I 

I                   navy,  contributed  to  make   life  in  Washington  very  pleasant  | 

I  •    .             when  ofiicial  duties  perinittcd.     Quite  a  number  of  the  native  | 

citizens  of  Washington,  gentlemen  of  character  and   standing  | 

i:)efore   war    caiue    to   change    society  and    their  own    circum-  i 

stances,    contributed    very    much    to    the    enjoyment    of    the  1 

ohicers  of  the  army  and  navy  who  were  fortunately  stationed  1 

i.  at  this  time  in  that  pleasant  town. 

JOE.  '       '         ,  ;.   , 

Wight  v:e  be  pardoned,  if,  with  the  remembrance  of  many 
i  symposia  flitting  before  us — -of  viands  hot  and  viands  cold,  of 

after-dinner    speeches    spiced    v/ith    tlie    stotcly    eloquence    of 
;  Commander    H.    K.    Davenport   of    tire    navy,    [a    native    of 

Georgia,  who  has  died  since  the  war,]  of  the  ready  repartee 
and  dry   humor  of  Lieutenant   Drennan,   the  songs   of  Lieu- 
tenant   ^dcConv'iiie,    the     intcrminate    statistics    and    fund    of 
!  information    of    the    famed    cyclop    of    encyclopedists,    which 

his   name    is    3Ioultun,    the    other    stories   of    the   symposiac; 


WKALTXG    THE   BLUE.  225 

tliinking  of  all  this,  might  we  be  pardoned  in  alluding  to  that 
prince  of  Xortli  Carolina  caterers,  tlie  incomparable  Joe  Fowle  ? 
Joe  was  ubiquitous  —  selling  love  powders  to  the  rebel 
soldiers  when  they  occupied  little  Washington,  "  Only  a 
dollar  for  a  powder,  sah  !  "  —  "take  'era,  sah,  they's  sure  to 
bring  you  de  sweetheart,  sah!  "  and  Joe  said,  "  I've  just  sold 
heaps  ol>  dem  powders  to  de  rebels,  kase  you  see,  dey  didn't 
'knows  no  better  like  you  Yankees  docs !  "  and  then  Joe  opened 
a  hotel,  the  Phcenix  house,  and  made  money  at  that,  then  he  set 
up  a  sort  of  junior  ••  Tarker  house,"  and  it  was  at  that  place, 
not  for  above  the  old  Cape  Fear  Bank  building,  that  the  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  in  the  early  autumn  of  1SG8,  gathered 
together  under  the  fovoring  auspices  of  that  never  to  be  forgotten 
practitioner  of  the  culiLio.ry  art.  May  no  portent  send  its  shadows 
over  the  unique  Joe  P'owle,  and  may  he  live  forever!  * 

CAPTURE    OF   SURGEON    RICE. 

October  22nd,  [1'3(">?']  as  Surgeon  J.  M.  Rice  was  riding  on 
his  way  from  the  camp  at  Red  house  to  that  at  I?ine  tree,  when 
near  the  intersection  of  the  little  road  which  led  to  French's 
•house,  he  was  captured  by  a  squad  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who 
had  e\-idciitiy  crossed  the  gully  at  the  ford  half  a  mile  or  so 
from  tlu.'  bridge  on  the  Ti-ent  road.  The  orderly  of  Dr.  Rice 
(r.i'iA'ate  Savage)  was  captured  \\ith  him.  This  event  occurred 
v,-ithin  sight  of  t\\e  cavalry  vidette,  a  man  of  the  same  cavalry 
that  tried  to  perform  rc<iv  guard  duty  for  us  on  the  march  from 
Gum  swam[),  as  heretofore  <lescribed.  'J'his  horseman  in  Federal 
uniform,  was  too  frightened  to  fire  his  carbine  and  too  much  de- 
moraliz.ed  t(.)  go  at  once  to  the  reserve  force  almost  Vvithin  hailing 
distance,  and  so,  putting  spurs  to  his  steed  he  rode  with  remark- 
able energy  to  the  Red  house,  three  miles  distant,  to  tell  Major 


*  f  Jo'  Fi",v".e  hesi'liH  posse-^iii'r  the  good  points  we  biive  nieiitioiiefl,  was  a  valuable  a-gent  in 
obtaiuiuti  informudin  eonceruiut,'  the  eiieniy,  and  \v.'is  highly  esteriaied  by  Goiun-al  Foster. 
Sin.p  tht;  uar  ttui  <uhy.-vi  vi  this  brief  skt-trU  ha.>  i-e.-'ido'l  ia  Worcester.  Whorevor  h'-  hs,  ho 
<h-ser^-t'»  v,-!l  of  thi'i^f  who  (•.■it-ein  •■.^ortli  at  it.-<  true  value.] 
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Attwood  that  the  Surgeon  was  captured.  That  fellow  and  all 
like  him  ought  to  liave  Ijeen  put  in  swaddling-cloths  —  and  yet 

•    of  such,   a   considerable   portion  of  our  cavalry  regiment  was 
composed,  many  of  them  so  young  that  they  needed  the  care  of 

'    ''  their  sisters  and  their  cousins  and  their  aunts,''  while  others 
were  old  enough  to  be  the  latters'  grandfathers. 

Surgeon  llicc  vvTis  treated  kindly  by  his  captors,  and  w^as 
taken  to  Richmond.  Th.ere  he  remained  until  late  in  the  next 
month,  November,  v/hen  he  was  exchanged  and  returned  to 
duty.     Private  Savage  died  at  IjcIIc  Isle  in  Richmond. 

FEEEDMEN  —  PRO V0ST-MAU<HAL'S    DEPARTr^IENT. 

;  On   the  day  that  Colonel  Fickctt  assumed  command  of  the 

I  sub-district  of  Pamlico,  General  Foster,  tlicn    in  command  of 

\  tlie  District  of  Xorth  Carolina,  visiled  little  Washin;2,"ton  on  a 

I  tour  of  inspection,  arriving  un    the   steamer    Thomas    Collyer, 

I  .  Cho])laiD  Horace  James,  vrho  had  been  desigfuited  by  President 

Lincoln,  Superintendent  of  Freedmen  in  the  District  of  North 
Carolina,  accompaTiied  th.e  connnanding  general  and  com- 
menced an  investigation  into  tlio  condition  and  v.^ants  of  the 
freedmen  congregated  in  AVashington.  While  the  Provost- 
Marshal's  bureau  was  'expected  to  attend  to  the  immediate 
wanis  of  the  contral'unds  and  to  supervise  all  disciplinary 
matters  connected  \^iih  them,  the  Superintendent  arranged 
for  their  permanent  maintenance,  for  their  education,  and 
for  meariS  to  furnish  them  with  labor,  that  they  might  in 
part,  provide  for  tliemselves  and  thus  learn  to  become  inde- 
pendent. In  tlie  l^imlico  sub-district,  the  labors  of  the 
I^'ovost-Marshal,  were  very  much  enhanced,  by  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  tlie  many  lamilies  of  North  Carolina  Union 
soldiers  seeking  our  protection.  Fvery  family  coming  into  our 
lines  required  immediate  attention,  and  as  the  arrivals  at  the 
time  we  are  s])eaking  of,  were  not  less  than  one  family  daily, 
and  often  as  many  as  hal!"  a  dozen  families  in  one  day.,  the  duty 
laHing   upon    the   Pi-o\ost-A[arshai    to   })rocure  a  tenement  for 
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eacli,   supply  thein    with    some  kind    of  furiiitare,  and   make  j 

provisions  for  rations  nntil  they  could  manage  for  themselves,  ] 

imposed   a  task  that  was  often   verj'  perplexing,  the  more  so  1  ' 

!)ecanse  there  was  so  little  to  do  with,  particularly  in  regard  I 

to  tenements,  whieh  were  mostly  taken  up,  and  furniture,  of  ■ 

which  there  was  a  scant  supply  for  those  already  in  full  tide  ; 

as  housekeepers.     It  was  often  necessary  to  rob  Peter  to  pay  I- 

Paul,  the  rosidt  being  that  both  were  left  poverty-stricken.  :' 

There  was  of  course  mmdi  destitution  and   snffeiing  among  ; 

these    poor   people    whom   war   made    destitute..      ]\Iany   poor  j 

women    with    children,  were    forced  to  live    in   small    rooms,  j 

vvithout    bed,    table    or    chairs,   subsisting    u}ton   the    meagre  j 

rations    furnished    by    government.      These    were    people  who  '. 

had   seen   better  days,  wlio  had  been   driven  from   good  and  \ 

happy  homes  because  they  would  not  bend  their  knees  to 
secession.  It  cost  sometliing  to  be  loyal  to  the  Union  in 
some  of  the   Southern    States,  and  we  Iiave  thonghi   that  the  j 

Northern    people,    too   little    appreciated    the    suffering   borne  | 

by   the    Union   men  and   women,  in  localities  where  secession  j 

was  the  prevailing  sentiment.     In   proportion  to  the  number  ! 

who    espoused    tiie    cause    of    secession,   those    who   remained  j 

loyal  to  the  Federal   Goveriimeiit  were  very  few.     Those  few  1 

however    deserve   the    higliest    credit    for   their   devotion    to  { 

principle,  .....  | 

Chi  tlic  Gth  of  Xo^'cmbcr,  [1SG3]   having  .spent  some  very  1 

happy    months    at    little    Washington,    the    writer,    under   the  j 

order  of  Major-General  Peck,  rojjorted  at  New  Berne  for  duty  1 

as   Provost-Marshal  of   tliat   pJace,   relieving  Captain   Sanford  | 

ol'  the   Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and   on  the  | 

1st   day    of    Decemljer,   [1808,]   was  appointed    by  the   same  ] 

authority,    Chief    Pi-ovost-Marshal    of    tiio    District    of    North  | 

Carolina,   relieving    Colonel   Horace   C.  Lee,  who   was    trans-  : 

ferred  to  an  important  military  position  at  Norfolk,  Ya.  The 
lattei-  position  held  by  the  writer,  was  in  addition  to  the 
MaVshadship  of  New  Berne  —  General  Peck  though  requested, 
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declining  to  relieve  Lim  of  the  latter  position.  Lieutenant 
•William  C.  Hunt  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, was  the  efficient  Deputy-Provost  for  Ncvr  Berne,  whose 
faithful  service  and  untiring  energy  alone,  made  it  possible 
for  one  officer  to  discharge  the  duties  of  both  positions. 
Lieutenant  Oscar  C.  Doolittie  was  afterwards  appointed  an 
additional  deputy,  by  order  of  Major-Generai  Butler,  com- 
manding   the    department,    v.'hich    included    the    Districts    of 


Virginia  and  North   Carolina.     The  Provost-Marshals  of  the  | 

;  sub- districts,  reporting  to  and  acting  under  orders  of  the  Chief 

Provost,  were  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson  at  Camp  Anderson, 
]  .  ■  ■  for  east  side  of  the  Neuse  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moffit  of  Gen- 
I  oral  ^\^essells' command  at  Plymouth;  Captain  T.  J.  Iloskinson, 

t  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  at  Washington  ;  Captain 

j       ■    •■  ♦        Geo.  W.  Bartlett,  Twenty-seventli  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  at 
I  Beaufort;  Captain  Sherman  at  Newport;  Lieutenant  R'plcy  at 

r-        ,    ''       Roanoke;    Lieutenant    Wrigc.t   at    llatteras,    and    Lieutenant 
';  "       Mayo  at  ]\Iorehead  City. 

Lieutenant  William  0.   Brown,   Quartermaster  Twer.ty-iifth 

Massachusetts  Volunteers,  was  detached  and  held  the  position 

,  of  Post   Commissary  at  New  Berne,  and  was  esteemed  by  all 

^  as  a  most  capable  and  efficient  officer.     Indeed,  it  was  ot'ien 

remarked  that  his   department  was   tlie  best  managed  oric  in 

the  service.  , 

•  On  the  1st  of  December,  [180^]  Colonel  Pickett  was  relieved 

from   duty  in  command  of  the  sub-district  of  the   Pamlico,  l)y 

orders  from   General   Butler.     We   know  that   General  Prck 

very  deeply  regretted  this  change,  and  his  appreciation  of  the 

service  rendered  by  Colonel  Pickett,  nmj  be  found  in  General  | 

Orders  No.  40,  as  follows: —  ^l 

■  '  J 

;  *  ^ 

i  Ileadquartoi--?  Army  aud  District  of  Xortli  Carolina,  J 

Xew  E<-me,  :N.  C,  Deceiuhor  1st,  lsC3.  J 

:  Geuf^rai  Orders,  }  \ 

]  Colonel  Josiah  Pickett,  T\v(.'uty-fift]i  ]Jc-g!Tu<'ut  JMii^sacliusetts  '\'<'h;n-  l 

tf>ers    havin'_c   Ik'Cu,  iji    jMirsruUice  of   orders  from  D'.^i^annicnt    Ileadniiarter.-,  ^ 

■.  ^ 
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relieved  by  Colonel  J.  M.  McClie.>ney,  First  llegiraeut  North  Carolina  Volun- 
teers, in  the  comm;uul  of  the  Suh-district  of  the  Pamlico,  the  commanding- 
j;eneral  desires  to  make  this  expression  of  his  ackuowledLrnients  to  Colonel 
Pi<;kett  for  the  vi,c;ilance,  energy  and  judgnnent  with  wldch  the  affairs  of  his 
command  have  been  administered. 

By  command  of 

Major-Gen cral  Peck. 
Bexj.  B.  FosTEit,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

TWENTY-FIl'TU   MASSAC Hlf6ETT3    LEAVES   NORTH    CAKOLINA. 

:  On  the  231x1  October,  [1863]  a  Special  Order  as  follows  vvas 
promulgated  :  — 

Headquartei-s  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  October  23rd,  1SG3. 
Special  Orders,  ) 
No.  63.         ) 

The  following  named  regiments  and  batteries  will  at  once  proceed 
to  Elizabeth  City  without  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  to  which  point  the 
Qnartefmaster's  ],)epartmeut  will  furnisli  necessary  transportation.  Fron\ 
Elizabeth  City  tliey  will  marcli  to  Norfolk,  and  noon  their  arrival,  be 
.reported  to  jNLijor-General  Foster  at  Fortress  Monroe.  *  *  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts  A'oluiiLeer  Infantry,  except  the  company  [Company  D,  Captain 
Foster]  acilisg  as  heavy  artillery  at  X'ort  Gaston. 

The  camp  and  garrison  equipage  will  follow  by  transports.     Orders  have 
been  issued  for  the  detachments  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
ifow  serving  in  the  Sub-district  of  tlie  Pamlico,  to  join  tlie  colunui  at  Elizabeth 
City. 
\  liy  couunand  of    ' 

jNIajoc-General  Peck. 
'  Ben'j.  B.  Foster,  Assistard  Adj Htant-Gemj-al . 

Headquarters  Forces  an;!  Defences  of  New  Berne, 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  October  23rd,  1863. 

[OEFICIAE.] 

;  J.  A.  JrD.sox,  Assistant  Adj idaid- General. 

i  The  Twcnty-lhlrd  and  Tweiity-seveiitli  Massachusetts  Yoluii- 

i  teers,  and  Ninth  Ne^y  Jersey  Volunteers,  were  included  in  the. 

!  order.     Tiie  Tsventv-seventh  Massacluisetts  had  been  servino-  as 

provost  guard  at  New  Berne,  but  were  relieved  on  the  1st 
October  by  tlie  Seventeentli  ^lassachusetts  Volunteers,  which 
latter  regiment  jiernorined  tluit  duty  witli  ^>T(7^  efficiency,  during 
all  tlie  tifne  the  writer  was  the  Provost-]\[arshal. 
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October  24tli,  the  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts on  duty  at  tfie  outposts,  xV,  E,  G  and  K,  marched  to 
New  Berne,  and  for  a  brief,  bast  time,  occupied  old  Camp 
Oliver.  At  night  tliey  took  the  cars  for  Morehead  City,  the 
movement  to  Elizabeth  City  having  been  countermanded. 

Late  in  tiie  evening  of  Octof^er  2ord,  the  three  companies  at 
Hill's  point  [B,  C  and  F,]  Company  I  fj-om  Bodman's  point, 
and  Company  K,  at  Washington,  embarked  on  a  transport  sent 
for  their  conveyance,  and  proceeded  to  New  Berne,  and  thence 
by  rail  to  ^lorehead  City.  At  tliis  latter  point,  all  the  com- 
panies embarked  on  board  tlie  steamer  S.  11.  Spaidding^  and 
on.  tiie  2Gtli,  started  for  Fortress  Monroe,  but,  03i  account  of  a 
severe  storm,  tlie  steamer  v\'as  compelled  to  put  back.  The 
next  morning,  another  start  was  made,  and  the  steamer  was 
compelled  to  anchor  off  the  light-house,  but  was  able  to  make 
a  final  start  in  the  afternoon,  rtuiching  Fortress  Monroe  October 
29th.  General  Foster  in  comniand  there,  ordered  the  regiment 
to  go  into  camp  at  Nevv-port  News.  Froceeding  tlicre,  the 
Twenty-fifili  Massachusetts  pitched  tents  on  the  banks  of  the 
JauKS  river.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moulton  being  in  command, 
issued  the  foUovring  order  : —  •  .... 

Headquarters  Tweioty-tifrh  Mossa^'im-et'ts  VolimtecK^ 

Xcvport  Xows,  Yir^-iula,  November  -Iwl,  1S63. 
Ceiseral  Ord' r^,  \  • 

Xo.  SS.  f 

3n  coir,]']nneul  b^  one  \v]]o  lias  ever  I-.ecu  a  fivue  anu  tlevottMl 
patriot,  wlio  lias  ]>rr,-if''l  liimself  a  brave,  iDeritori'Hi.-s  an-I  fairlifui  oliicer  as  v,  ell 
as  a  kind  aii.l  l-eloNcd  oiaiunander,  the  eaaip  of  tlic  T\\eutv'-tifiLL  Ma^vSacdiusens 
N'oluDteers  is  liereby  designated  Camp  Ujitou. 

By  order  of 

O.  ^Moulton, 
Lieutennrd-Colond  Tvsintii-jljlh  ^.lassachusttts  Volunteers. 
J.  G.  ^rcCARTER,  Litutt:iKud,  Act ir,^/- Adjutant. 

Vie  may  be  pardoned,  if  now,  before  entering  upon  the 
exciting  events  of  the  Virginia  campaign,  we  pause  a  moment 
to  speak  very  brieily,  of  two  officers  of  tlie  Twenty-tifrh  Massa- 
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clmsetts,  vrhose  military  life  commenced  \7itli  our  regiment, 
both  of  whom,  schooled  in  tlie  intricate  atYairs  of  the  Quarter-  i 

master's  Department,  gained  distinction  and  honor  in  other 
organizations  of  the  service.     We  speak  first  of  !Major  Charles  j 

H.  Davis  of  Worcester,  the  first  Sergeant-Major  of  the  Tvv^enty-  1 

fifth,  who,  in  that  capacity,  remained  with  tlie  regiment  until  i 

December,  1861.     A  gentleman  highly  educated,  and  having  a  ;- 

business  capacity  that  fitted  liim  to  assume  large  responsibili-  [' 

ties,  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  remain  upon  the  non-com-  ' 

missioned  stafl',  for  at  the  time  just  mentioned,  he  was  detailed  > 

for  service  in  the  Quartermaster  and  Subsistence  Department  of  | 

North   Carolina.     Ke   remaii-.ed  in   that  position   until   (xVpril  j 

21st,  180-1)  he  was  commissioned  Captain  and  Commissary  of  ' 

Subsistence.  In  December,  186-1,  was  appointed  disbursing 
officer  of    subsistence    Twenty-fourth   xLrmy    Corps.     He    was  | 

chief  commissary   of   the  Tontli   Army   Corps,  and,  upon  the  j 

staff  of    General    Terry,   accompanied   that    officer    upon   the  j 

expedition  to  Fort  Fisher,  and  it  is  stated,  that  it  was  owing  i 

to  the  energy  and  foresight  of  Major  Davis  in  providing  the 
troops  upon  iluit  expedition  with  rations,  that  the  expedition 
was  saved  from  disaster.  Daring  his  active  service  in  the 
Twenty-fourth  and  Tenth  Corjts,  lie  was  a  popular  and  efficient 
i  ofiicer.     His  records  arid  a.vcounls  with  the  government,  were 

j  found  to  be  remarkal)ly  accurate,  and  elicited  the  highest  com-  | 

I  plimcnts  from  ihe  auditor.     3Jajor  Davis  was  retained  in  the 

service  until   August,  1865.     He  received  June  20th,  18G6,  a  \ 

brevei   commission  as  Major.     His  service  of  more  than  four  j 

years,  while   it  gained  distinction  for  himself,  reflected   credit  ; 

upon  his  military  alma  hiater^the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts. 

The  other  officer  to  whom  we  have  referred,  is  Major  Edward 
A.  Brown,  wlio  entered  service  as  Quarternmster-Sergeant  of 
i  the  Twenty-hfth  Massachusetts  ^''olunteers.     He  was  a  resident 

of  Fitchburg  and  for  a  long  time,  was  the  efficient  assistant  of 
his  brotlier,  tlie  cpiartermaster  of  the  regiment.  Ho  was  dis- 
tinguished  for   activity  in   tlie  discharge  of  his  duties,  for   liis 
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promptness  in  siippiying  every  want,  and  for  his  courtesy  in 
official  dealings  with  the  oflieers  of  tlie  regiment.  He  was  pro- 
moted [August  21st,  1SG2]  Second  Lieutenant  Thirty-sixth 
^lassachusetts  Toluntcers,;  December,  1SC2,  was  commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  and  Quartermaster  Fifty-third  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia ;  JMay  28th,  1864,  was  commissioned  Captain 
and  Commissary  Subsistence  United  States  Yolunteors ;  March 
16th,  18G5,  was  commissioned  Brevet  Major,  and  mustered  out 
October  2nd,  1865.  Tlie  service  of  Major  Brown  was  a 
creditable  one,  and  whde  we  nuxy  suppose  that  some  of  his 
success  is  due  to  getting  a  good  send-off  from  the  Twentj^-fdYh 
Massachusetts  and  ino^'t  excellent  tutelage  froni  his  trotlier, 
one  of  tlie  best  quartermasters  in  the  service,  w^e  may  also 
believe  that  considerable   of   his  success  was   due  to  his  own  | 

energy  and  capacity  for  the  discharge  of  duties  which  required  I 

the  best  capacity  in  the  army.     We  liave  heard  it  said,  that  in  | 

the  regular  army,  an  oHicer  was  not  considered  fit  for  a  General  | 

until  he  had  graduated  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  | 

and  the  fact  that  Grant  and  many  other  officers  of  great  dis-  j 

tinc<:ioii,   lormerly  served    as  quartermasters,  gives  reason   to  I 

believe  the  remark  may  not  be  very  far  from  tlie  truth.     Sliould  I 

there  be  another  war  within  a  decade,  the  list  from  wldch.  to  | 

select  generals  would  be  large,  and  the  Massachusetts  Twenty-  I 

fifth  could  i'urnish  its  full  quota.  | 
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REENLISTMEXT  ~  YORKTOWN  —  GETTY'S       STATION  —  EVENTS       IN 

NOirre    Carolina  —  chaplain   dodd  —  reddcing    officers 

TO     THE     RANKS. 
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X>^  X  (he  '2?>vd  day  of  Xoveuibcr,  1SG8,  hj  Special 
VJI  j''  Orders  Xo.  80,  Lieutciiaut  James  C.Wood  worth, 
M  I  i  v^:J)  Company  H,  Twentv-lifl;]!  ^Massachusetts  Yolun- 
ij  J  tcer^,  V  a>  appiKjiuted  recruiting  officer,  thereby  com- 
plyiiiH'  with  Paragrapli  IT'  General  Orders  Xo.  359, 
[1SG3]  from  the  War  Departiucnt,  stating  hovv'  and  in  what 
manner,  enlisted  mem  of  the  regiments  iu  the  iield  may  reenlist 
and  become  ••  Veteran  Volunteers."  Liberal  bounties  were 
offered  to  those  recnli^ting  fur  a  second  term  of  three  years, 
an-l  lliey  vrci'e  to  be  favored  with  a  furlough  for  tlurty  days,  to 
Ise  enjoyed  |)revious  to  tiie  eX|)i]'ation  of  the  iirst  term  of 
enlistment. 

The  record  of  liistory  connected  with  this  matter'  of  reen- 
llstment,  has  been  a  subject  of  serious  thouglit  and  study  — 
study  to  know  the  ti-uth,  and,  finding  it,  to  decide  exactly 
how  much  of  it,  and  in  vrhat  manner  to  express  it. 

Tile  historian  does  not  make  history.  lie  llnds  the  facts 
ready  made  to  his  iumds,  facts  he  cannot  change,  however 
well  pleased  lie  might  be  to  do  so.  Trutli  should  govern 
thiO  historian,  and  Truth  is  an  arbitrary  master.  History  is 
tite  record  of  trutii,  and  its  mission  is  not  simply  to  please, 
i\n\  if  the  writer  of  history  attempts  only  that,  he  loses 
his   character   us   an   impartial    I'ccorder  of   events. 
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The  ^7atiunal   as  well  as  tlic   State  governincjU  of  Mas^a- 

cliusc'tts,   looked    upon    tlie    reL-iilistiiienl:   of    those   already    in  | 

the    field,   as   a   means   whereby  a    draft   might    be    avoided.  j  • 

;-  Very   many    good   people    at   home    advised   tlie   adoption    of  j 

the    reenlistineiit    policy,    becaase    they   believed    it    afforded  j 

"    able-bodied  men,  bii-=y  with  their  dollars  and  cents,  an  oppor-  | 

;     ._      tunity  to  get   I'id  of  a   duty  which  was  as  much  upon   them,  I 

as  those    who  were   in   the   field  —  the   duty  of   going  to  the  I 

.      front  Tvdlh  the  musket.     It  is  not  impossible  that  the  reasoning  I 

was  about  like  thi-:    those   soldiers   down   South  are  having  | 

'  a    good   time  —  tliey    are   inured   to   hardships,    have   become  I 

■  ,  . -acclimaied,  and,  lun-ing  served  nearly  three  yeors,  a  little  I 
yjersaasion  and  such  money  as  we  can  spare  easily  from  | 
our   large   prolirs    will   influence    them   to    stay   longer:    thus  |' 

I  :.   our   cpiota   will    be    filled,   Oi<'>-   bodies    will    be    spared    from  | 

I  '    those    rebel    bullets,    and    we    can    remain    at    our    home    to  | 

i  make  more  money,  which  of   course  vre  are  ready  to  spend  I 

•       *  freely   for   the    pocu-  fellov/s   win)    are    crippled,  and   for   the  I 

widows   and   orplians   of   those   killed    in   action,   or   vrho   die  i 

i  of   disease.     If   tliat    2('<:(s    the    home    thought,    it    only    illus-  | 

trated   the  patriotism   that   Artemas  Yfard   boasted   of,  when  | 

he  expressed  a  willingness  that  all  liis  wife's  relations  might  | 

i  volunteer  for  the  war.  | 

:  ;■         One    serious   objociion    to    tlie    policy   was,   that    it   divided  | 

the  regiment.     The  men   had  enlisted  together,  together  they  I 

had  shared    privation  and   hardship,  togetlier  they  had   stood 

■  i^  the  front  line   of   battle;    let  them  stand  together  to  tlic 
"    end    of    the    term,    and    when    that    end    came,    let    them    be 

musicred   out    together.     After   tliat,   those  wh.o  chose    to   do 
..."        so   might    reeulist,   and    could    probably   accomplish    it   under 
as  favorable   conditions   as   those   tlien   offered. 

During   the   reiiidistment  discussion,  nmch   was   said   about 

j  a  '•  A^etcran  Organization:''    there  was  something  about  th'.it 

\  word   ''veteran*'   that  seemed  like  a  real    talisman  to  honor 

those    who    wore    it    in    all    the    future    years.     Veteran  !     as 
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if  every  soldier  passiug  through  the  ordeal  of  war  for  two 
years  and  more,  or  even  less,  faithful  always  to  his  duty, 
never  failiug    iu  duty   on   the   battle   line,  or  from  any    post  j 

where    superior    authority    placed    him,  v/as    not   entitled    by  j 

every  established  precedent,  to  bear  tlie  title  of   "veteran,''  j 

whether  he  elected  to  reenlist  or  not.  j 

The  propositions  in  regard  to  reonlistuicnt  were  fully  con-  ;_ 

sidcred,  and,  December  1st,  1863,  thirty-eight  had  reenlisted;  | 

December  17th,   one  hundred   and    nine  men  had.   reenlisted,  j 

and  January   2nd,   1864,   sixty-four  men  reenlisted.     On  the  \ 

loth  of  January,  the  first  detachment  of  reenlisted  men  left  1 

I  Newport   News    upon    fiirloagh,  accompanied    by   Captain.   A.  ; 

11.    Foster,  Lieutenants    Daly    and    Upton.     On.  the   ITth    of  \ 

the  same  month,  one  hundred  and  seven  reenlisted  men  left  I 

on  furlough,  acconipanied  l)y  Colonel  Pickett,  Captain  Tucker,  j 

Lieutenants  Bessey,  McCartor,  Woodworth  and  James  O'Keill,  j 

and  this  homeward  movement  of  rei-nlisted  men,  accompanied  j 

by   the    Colonel    and    Lieutenant    Woodworth,    the   recruiting  ! 

olTicer,  would    seem    to    indicat'i    that    recruiting   had  ceased,  | 

a.nd  further  importunity  was  to  end.  Colonel  Fickett  had 
fully  ex}>lained  the  matter  of  reenlistmcnt,  and  no  attempt, 
had  been  made  or  suBered  to  be  made  by  him,  which  had 
ihe  appearance  o\'   using   undue   influence;    and  v\-e  may  say,  I 

tliat  when  the   Colonel  left  Newport  News,  lie  su|.)posed  that  i 

reenlistmenr  had   closed.     Little   and    by  little,  however,  tlie  | 

in(hience  of   mind   upon   mind    worked   up   the   idea  of   going  [ 

home  as  a  •  reginiental  organization.  To  accomplisii  this, 
three-fourths    of    the    regiment    must    reenlist,    and,    from    the  j 

ITth   of   January,   on,   oni«na,l    eluqucnce   was    }>lied    to    bring  f 

about  the  desired  result.     Undoubtedly,  many,  if  not  all  who  \ 

reenlisted,  did  so  from  the  same  pure  motive  of  patriotism 
that    intluenced    them    in    the   autumn    of   ISIjI.     They  were,  i 

or  should  1)0  free  to  act  tlieir  own  pleasure.  Others  were 
entitled  to  the  same  tVeedom  of  action,  and  the  })urity  of 
tlieir  motives  should  not  i:»c  questioned.     Neither  could   there  . 
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be  any  excuse  foi  coercion,  or  for  that  militarj"  order  which 
came  from  headquarters  at  Fortress  Monroe,  hioking  very 
much  like  coercion,  declaring  that  those  who  did  not  reenlist,  | 

would  be  '^  permanently  transferred  to  other  organizations  to  i 

serve  ont  the  balance  of  their  term  of  enlistment ;  non-commis-  | 

sioned   ofiicers  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks"  —  we   say  there  | 

could  be  no  valid   excuse  for  sncli  an  order,  even  if   it  had  | 

the    authority   of    oOicial    origin    al)0ve    and    beyond    Fortress  | 

Monroe.  It  may  well  be  doubted  if  its  immanity  can  be 
exceeded   in    military   history.       Such    an    order    cannot   find  ,  j 

endorsement   in    military   law   or   bo    sustained    by    the    logic  | 

I  of  legal  nrgumcnl.     Its  existence  illustrates  a  fact,  instances  | 

I  of  vvliich,  manv  who  served  in   tlic  armv  can  recall,  of  men  I 

\  in  military  circles  clotlied  with  authority,  whose  very  natures  ] 

j  seemed  to' be  cruelty.   "If   such  men  saw  mind  and   soul  in  j 

}  '  a    soldier,   those    were    deemed    elements   to    be    crushed    out    ^  I 

i  of  sight.  I 

Soldiers  as  they  avercige,  are  like  other  men  as  reasoners—  | 

like    oilier   men    iii    their   likes    and    dislikes,     .^^[assachusetts  j 

soldiers,  were,  as  a  general  rule,  fai*  superior  to  many  others,  j 

;     •  because,  educated,  their  reasoning  ])owers  were  in  higher  per- 

fection nnd  they  occupied  a  higher  plane  of   intelligence  than 
that  held  by  the  average  soldiers  of  Europe.     Such  men  will 
';  listen    to    argument— -  tiiey    will    turn    over    any    amount    of 

^  logic,  and  if    they  believed   they  were  right,   we  have   seen 

how  they  would  face  tlie  cannon's  m(>uth,  fearless  of  danger. 
Sucii  men  can  never  be  governed  by  mere  brute  force,  and 
that  was  the  force  that  came  thundering  into  Camp  Upton  — 
the  ''  YOU  MUST  ! ''   of  military  despotism. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  argument  for  reenlistment  was  made 

very    strong,  when    it   was   fringed   on   one    side  with    thirty 

;  day^  at    home,  and    on    the    other — a    marcli    to    Yorktown, 

1  where  men   would  run  the   risk  of   *'  leaving  their   bones   to 

I  bleach  in  the  iields  and  swamps  with  McClellan's  horses." 


1 
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On  the  20tli  of  January,  [ISG-i]  two  liiiudred  men  had 
reeiilisted,  and  orders  were  promulgated  that  those  who  had 
not  reenlisted  were  to  marcli  to 

YOUKTOWN. 

Companies  A,  G  and  I,  as  organizations,  togetlier  with 
many  of  other  companies  who  had  not  reenlisted,  number- 
ing tv.'o  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  left  Camp  Upton  at 
Newport  News,  [Januaiy  21st]  in  heavy  marching  order, 
for  Yorktown.  They  found  themselves  without  a  permanent 
commissioned  oijicer  of  the  regiment,  but  Captain  Parkhurst 
kindly  accompanied  the  heroic  Getiicliment  on  the  long  and 
tiresome  march,  to  the  historic  fields  bordering  the  York  river, 
and  the  men  felt  some  satisfaction  in  finding  a  regimental 
captain  willing  to  share  the  march  with  ttiem.  Arriving 
at  Little  Bethel,  the  detachment  halted  for  tlie  night,  taking 
possession  of  a'l  old  meeting-house  known  as-  Bem's  church, 
which  had  been  divested  of  its  seats.  Captain  ParkhursL, 
prubably  more  as  a  matter  of  form  than  necessity,  sent 
out  a  small  picket.  After  supper  tlie  detaclmient  prepared 
for  a  dance.  There  was  a  galteiy  across  tlie  end  of  the 
I'uilding,  and  upon  this. tlie  sohdiers  placed  plenty  of  candles, 
wh.ich  ilhuniuated  the  old  structui'c  in  fine  style.  Some  of 
Company  G  fl]l■ni^])ed  tlio  music,  and  the  dance  commenced. 
Tlic  picket--,  lieariiig  the  sound  of  revelry,  deserted  their 
posts,  stood  their  riOes  in  a  corner,  and  gaily  joined  the 
noisy  throng.  The  Captain,  of  course,  remonstrated,  but 
the  cry  vras,  ''  never  mind  the  pickets  !  on  with  the  dance  !  let 
juy  be  unconfined  ! ''  and  other  words  to  tlie  same  elTect,  all  of 
wliich  is  more  fully  i'ceorded  in  some  note  books  we  have  been 
])ermitted  to  peruse :  and  the  fun  went  on  until  the  candles 
Imd  burned  low,  and  darkness  came  o'er  the  scerie  to  call  most 
of  tlie  dancers  to  rest,  and  the  balance  to  their  picket  posts. 
We  frankly  adnaii,  tliat  if  there  had  been  an  enemy  within  fifty 
miles  of  licthel,  big  or  little,  ve  v>'ould  have  omitted  to  tell  the 
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storj  about  the  j)ickets,  but  as  no  harm  was  clone  and  none  | 

intended,  tliere  can  be  no  harm  in  recording  the  facts.  I 

The  next  morning,  five  cai'ts  appeared  loaded  with  oysters —  \  ' 

the  latter  were  purchased  at  a  fair  price  and  the  teams  hired  to  | 

haul  the  knapsacks  to  Yorktown,  which  place  the  detachment  1 

reached  at  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  January  22ud,  (1864)  and  con-  I 

tinned   on,  passing   Lee's  Mills  and    Warwick  Court  House,  { 

making  bivouac  at  two  o'clock,  a.  m.,  January  28rd,  at  the  j 

junction  of  Queen's  creek  and  York  river.     Ttierc  tliey  fonned  | 

encampment,  known  as  Camp  "  Ha,ncock.''    X  sufficient  number  | 

of  me)i  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massaciiusetts  not  having  reenlisted  I 

to  allow  the  regiment  to  go  Itome  as  an  organization,  the  camp  \ 

on   Qaeen's  creek  was   visited   by  officers   from  Camp  Upton,  | 

who,  renewing  the  old  arguments,  wei-e  successful  in  augment-  | 

ing  the  reenlisted  list  by  two.     This  however  was  not  sufticient  | 

for  the   purpose  named,  wliereupon  a  nevv'  plan  was   devised  | 

which  seemed   fruitful  of  the  promised  result.     Here  we  quote  j 

from   a   record    before    us,    written    at    Camp   "Hancock" —  I 

"  Orders  were  received  to  examine  the  men,  and  if  possible,  j 

tlirovv'  out  as   not  fit   for  duty,  some  of  those  who  had    not  I 

reenlisted,   in   this   way,  reducing   the  number   of   duty  men,  j 

and  giving  a  greater  proportion  to  those  who  had  reenlisted."  | 

Vv^e    have    no    information    bow    this  resulted,  but 'about   the  | 

niiddle   of    Februaiy,  the  balance  of  the  regiment  left  New-  ^ 

port  News  upon  its  furluagli.     In  Boston  and  Worcester,  tlie  | 

reenlisted  men  had   warm   rece|)fions,  and  the  brief  period  dX  | 

liome  was  fully  enjoyed   by  all.     Alas !  that  so  nmny  enjoyed  | 

the  lad.  visit  among  kindred  and  friends  !  | 

As  AS'c  have  seen,  Captain  Parkhurst  accompanied  the  detach-  | 

rnent  to  Queen's  creek.      He   remained  a  few  days  and   tlien  | 

returned   to  Camp   Upton,  the  command  being  left  without  a  I 
commissioned   officer.     Yery  soon  however,  ^lajor  ^Muleahy  of 
the    Onc-hundrcd-and-tliirty-innth    New  York    Yolunteers    was 
assigned  to  tlie  <jou>n!aud,  and  drilhid  it  in  battalion  movements, 
and  the  men  commenced  picket  duty. 
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Camp  Hancock  was  broken  up  [Febrnaty  4th]  and  tlie 
dc'tacbnient  marched  to  the  camp  of  the  One-hiindred-and- 
thirty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Roberts  com- 
manding. Some  of  the  men  were  assigned  to  wooden  shanties 
occupied  by  companies  of  the  One-liundred-and-thirty-nintb 
Kegimeut,  and  others  were  sent  over  to  Fort  Magruder.  The 
next  day  at  dress  parade,  tlie  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts particir)ating,  Colonel  Roberts  accepted  tlie  opportunity 
of  addressino"  some  kind  remarks  to  them,  commeudino-  tlieni 
for  their  soldierly  bearing  and  telling  them  that  they  were  not 
permanently  transferred,  and  that  the  non-commissioned  officers 
wo\ud  not  be  reduced.  He  cordially  invited  the  non-coms  to 
act  with  those  of  the  same  rank  in  the  Onc-hundred-and- 
tliirty-nintli  Regiment,  and  expected  the  others  would  do  duty 
by  the  side  of  his  own  men  in  cordial  fratern/ity,  until  they 
should  return  to  their  own  regiment  again.  A  gleam  of  light 
pierced  the  heai-ts  of  men  who  had  felt  tliat  they  were  deserted, 
who  had  seemed  to  see  tlie  timiC-lionored  flao:  they  had  followed 
disappear  forever  from  their  sigfd.,  who  had  felt  that  tlie  proud 
old  regiment  tliey  had  loved  vras  nu  more  for  them,  that  the 
numerical  they  had  cherished  above  all  others,  was  to  be  torn 
from  their  caps,  cirxl  tliereaftcr  they  were  to  ])0  numbered  as 
convicts  are  numbered  in  the  penitentiary  —  to  such  men,  the 
kind  words  of  Colonel  Roberts  sent  a  ray  of  liglit  into  their 
h':-arts,  and,  moved  by  one  impulse,  the  warrant  officers  and 
|:.ri\ates  of  tlie  Twenty-fifth,  tlirew  up  their  caps  and  made  thic 
welkin  ring,  and  ring  again  with  their  hearty  cheers.  After 
tlie  exul)orance  of  joy  had  subsided.  Colonel  Roberts  told  the 
men  in  line,  of  a  march  to  be  coonncnccd  the  next  morning  at 
daylight:  — 

''I  expect  the  march  to  be  a  severe  one:  to  the  T\v-enty-f]fi;}i  men  I 
]i;ivc  notliiiii^r  to  say  —  tiiey  know  their  duty  :ind  I  am  satisfied  tliey 
will  {terfuna  it,  though  they  will  inarch  without  osie  of  their  own 
uilicers  hv  their  side." 
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At  daylight  [February  Gth]  the  reginient  fell  into  line  with 
foin-  days'  rations,  to  join  an  expedition  to  Bottom's  bridge. 
This  movement  was  planned  by  Butler,  who  liad  taken  com- 
mand at  Fortress  Monroe  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and 
Nortli  Carolina,  relieving  Foster  who  had  been  sent  west.  The 
movement  was  made  under  the  belief  that  Richmond  was  with- 
out a  large  nnmber  of  troops  and  that  its  capture  was  possible, 
and  the  release  of  the  Union  prisoners  confined  there,  probal)le. 
The  raiding  column  with  which  the  Tweoty-iifth  detachment 
marclied,  was  under  conmiand  of  General  Wistar,  and  con- 
sisted of  fifteen  hundred  infantry  and  a  body  of  cavalry. 
This  force  pushed  j-ajti'lly  through  New  Ivent  Court  JIousc, 
and  thence  to  the  Cbickahominy,  reaching  it  at  Bottom's 
bridge.  Wistar  found  the  bridge  blockaded  and  the  defences 
in  the  rear  quite  too  strong  to  make  an  attack  politic,  and 
therefore  returned  to  his  starting  point.  The  troops  marclied 
eighty  miles  in  fiiiy-six  hours. 

General  Meade  had  coiiperated  in  tiie  movement  by  sending 
Kilpatrick's  cavalry  across  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  ford,  and 
Merritt's  Division  at  Baruett's  ford,  while  two  divisions  of  the 
second  corps  crossed  at  Germanna  ford.  These  troops  suflered 
a  loss  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  recrossed  vrlien  Wistar 
returned  from  Bottom's  bridge.  During  this  march,  not  a  man_ 
of  the  Tv/enty-fiflh  straggled  from  the  column,  and,  upon  their 
I  returji,  Roberts  addressing  his  regiment,  highly  complimented 

their  allies,  saying,  that  vrhile  his  men  were  picked  up  by 
scores,  not  a  moM  of  tht-  2\re)ifi/-fit'tJi  was  found  out  of  his 
jdace  during  the  march,  and,  continuing,  he  said  :  — 

*' 1  call   upon    my  regiment,  otlicers  as  well  as  men,  to  notice  tlie 

discipline  and  good  behavior  of  the  Massaclmsetts  men,  wlio,  withont  | 

an  officer  of  their  own,  can  go  on  a  severe  march  and  retursi,  without  | 

a  straijiji-ler,  and  In  better  condition  than  our  own  reiriment.''  | 

1  ^'^  ^  .         1 

!  The  Massachusetts   men  maintained  their  dignity  and  selt-  | 

respect — though  they  felt  isolated,  thev  loved  the  irood  name  f 

■     •     .        I 
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of  the  old  Tweiity-lifth,  and,  if  tliey  could  not  marcli  under  its 
bauner,  they  would  at  least  sustain  its  honor  untarnished. 

Before  dayliglit  of  February  13th  orders  Vv'ere  received  to 
prepare  for  a  march,  witfi  three  days'  rations.  The  men  of 
the  One-hundred-and-thirty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  con- 
gratulated themselves  that  their  allies  were  to  be  with  them 
again  —  but  other  orders  followed  directing  the  detachment  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  -^lassachusetts  to  garrison  Port  Mogruder,  and  \ 

therefore  tliey  did  not  join  in  the  raovement.     Soon  after  this,  a  I 

company  of  heavy  artillery  occupied  the  fort,  and  tlie  Twenty-  ; 

hftli  detachment  during  the  reuniinder  of  its  Yorktown  pilgrim-  | 

age,  occiijiied   an  encampment  knowii   as   Camp   West.     Two  | 

lieutenants  of  the  One-hundred-and-lbrty-eighth  New  York  Yol-  l 

unteers  were  assigned  to  the  detachment,  which  was  divided  j 

into  three  companies  of  about  scventy-hve  men  each,  employed 
upon  picket  duty  outside  of  Williamsburg.  Tlie  duty  vras  very 
severe  and  the  men.  suffered  \Qvy  much  for  the  want  of  clothes, 
shoes,  etc.  The  ofiicers  assigned  to  tlie  detachment  would  not 
assume  the  responsibility  oi"  drawing  clothing,  so  the  men, 
though  sadly  in  need,  could  get  ijothiuii'.  Tliose  who  had  no 
shoes,  when  required  to  go  upon  picket  duty,  borrowed  of  their  ■ 
more  fortunate  comrades  v^'ho  came  off  duty.  The  orderly 
sergearit  uf  Company  A,  ;^amuel  M.  I'ulnam,  rccojuls,  that  one  , 
<I;iy  he  h;und  an  old  pair  of  shoes  in  a  dirt-heap  and  gave  then.i 
to  one  of  liis  juen  who  received  them  gratefully.  The  clothing 
v.-ns  in  rags,  an.d  men  going  on  duty  were  forced  to  sv^-ap  pants 
and  coats  with  each  othei*  to  kec[(  \\\)  an  appearance  of  decency. 
The  season  being  cold,  made  the  hardship  the  more  severe, 
and  yet  tlie  men  portormed  diity  witliout  uttering  a  complaint. 
The  arms  were  very  much  out  of  repair,  but  they  vv'ere  clean 
and  bright,  Alen  stood  barefooted  for  inspection,  and  many  of 
them  wore  clothing  wliich  was  in  tatters,  but 

"  A  man  's  a  man  for  a'  that," 

and  its  not  always  the  cloth  that  makes  llie  true  soldier,  or  even 
the  true  num. 

Gl 
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It  was  while  tlic  detacliment  occupied  Fort  Mogruder,  tliat 
some  of  tlie  Federal  oilieers  who  had  escaped  from  Libby 
prison,  foimd  their  way  into  our  lines.  One  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  the  detachment,  [Corporal  AYilson  of 
Company  G,]  tlnis  writes  in  liis  diary,  nnder  date  of  Feb- 
ruary 14t]\,  of  the  safety  of  one  of  thein:  — 

'•This  mornini;'  one  poor  fellow  who  had  been  concealed  in  sight  of 
the  old  hag  tbat  floats  over  Fort  Magruder,  came  oat  and  made  him- 
self known  to  a  squad  of  our  cavalry.  He  found  liiniself  among 
friends.  He  was  a  Lieutenant-ColoDel  of  a  V/estern  regiment,  and 
v/as  conducted  to  the  fort.  As  he  entered  the  gate,  he  started 
forwriiJ  to  the  flag-stiii],  and,  knediiig  where  the  shadow  of  the 
National  emblem  ftdl  upon  him,  v.ithi  upturned  iace  and  uncovered 
head,  he  clasped  his  hands  while  the  tears  coursed  dov,a  his  cheeks, 
and  exclaimed — 'thank  God  that  I  am  again  free,  ready  and  willing 
to  light  for  the  best  flag  that  was  ever  unfarled  by  the  breeze  of 
heaven!.'  Instinctively,  every  head  was  uncovered,  ai id  there  were 
few  dry  eyes  on  that  parade  grouud.  It  was  one  of  those  incidents 
of  which  I  have  read,  but  never  befoj'c  saw  an  instance." 

Tiie  same  diary,  [February  2Cth,]  speaking  of  the  hardship 
of  being  out  of  money  and  the  pleasure  of  looking  forward  to 
a  corning  ])ay-day,  says  :  — 

'•  I  used  what  little  money  I  had  to  purchase  buckv/heat  fiOur  and 
yeast  powder,  aud  for  a  time  we  luxuriiited  on  buckwheat  cakes,  m^ 
tent-mates  being  Sergeant  Lee,  I'rivate  Garland  of  Company  C  and 
Drummer  Haas  of  Company  G." 

On  tlie  26tli  February  the  delachnicnt  ^vent^out  on  a  little 
raid,  captnring  a  Confederate  artillery  ohicer,  assisting  three 
negro  families  to  satety  witliin  our  lines,  and  seizing  three 
wagon  loads  of  corn.     The  march  was  tvsxdve  miles. 

On  the  morn.ing  of  March  3rd,  the  detachment  bid  farewell 
to  Camp  ^Vest  and  mn relied  to  Yorktown.  Tlicre  was  no  boat 
to  lake  them  dov/n  ttio  ri^  ei\  and  they  rested  until  the  next  day 
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^vliori  tliey  made  a  march  of  twenty-four  miles,  coming  within 
sight  of  James  river  at  two  o'clock,  v.  isi.  Soon  after,  they 
were  welcomed  to  the  old  camp  of  the  IMassacliusetts  Twenty- 
fifth  by  those  who  had  returned  from  Massachusetts.  Fortu- 
nately, no  soldier  of  the  Twenty-fifih,  left  his  bones  to  whiten 
upon  the  fields,  or  mingle  with  the  soil  of  Yorktown.  Certainly 
they  had  endured  hardships,  had  been  deprived  of  many  privi- 
leges, but,  as  a  general  rule,  a  great  degree  of  healtli  had  been 
enjoyed.  The  reunion  upon  the  banks  of  the  James  was  a 
■  joyful  occasion — joyful  to  those  who  had  reenlisled,  and  alike 
joyous  to  those  who  had  not  felt  it  a  duty  to  enlist  for  a  second 
tenn,  for  now,  wdiatever  of  liot  feeling  might  have  been  engen- 
dered, the  regiment  was  reuniting  for  one  more  grand  struggle 
against  the  enemies  of  the  country  —  to  march  together  imder 
the  same  leaders  and  to  touch  eVoows  once  again-  under  the 
same  old  flag.  Eotli  of  tliese  parties  were  undoubtedly  honest 
and  patriotic  in  tlie  determination  of  the  line  of  duty.  It  is  a 
•  very  difiicult  thing  to  leani,  that  a  man  who  differs  with  us  in 
I  opinions  and  even  in  principles,  may  Itc  just  as  honest  as  we 

I  are,  and.  is  entitled  to  as  fair  treatment  as  wo  claim  for  our- 

I  selves.     A  more  ditiicult  matter  is  it,  for  one  who  has  been  for 

I  ■     two  years  studyiiig  the  cliaracter  of  the  ofRcoi-s  and  men  who 

I  iiunle  \i\)  the  Twenty-iiith  xvFassachusetts  Yolunteers,  to  enter- 

I  tain  an  opinion  that  cither  party  in  this  controversy  could  have 

been  actuated  by  other  than  patriotic  motives. 

Getty's  station. 

Tiie  first  and  second  det aclnnents  on  furlough  returned  to 
Newport  Xevrs  February  25th.  Forty  new  recruits  arrived 
March-  4th. 

On  March  SGth,  [1SG4]  so  many  of  the  regiment  as  were 
]!resent  for  duty,  marched  to  Getty's  station  three  miles  west 
of  Portsmouth,  A'^a.,  and  very  soon  after,  the  renuiinder  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  ^Nfassachusetts  arrived  from  '-absent  on  furlougli" 
in  Massachusetts. 
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At  Getty's  station  the  encampment  was  named  Camp  Well- 
ington, as  Colonel  Pickett  said  in  General  Orders,  No.  3, —  ; 

"  In   honor  of  one  who,  by  his  kindness  and  generositj^  his  acts  of  I, 

charity  and  brotlierly  love,  liis  devoted  patriotism,  lias  proved  himself  | 

our  true  fritncV 

This  tribute  to  a  citizen  was  well  deserved.  It  had  reference 
to  T.  W.  AVellington,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  whose  acts  during  j 

the  war  illustrated  the  fact,  tliat  the  faithful  'Miome  soldier"  \ 

was  worthy  to   share   a   moiety  of  the  honors  distributed  to  « 

those  who  bore  tlieir  part  in  sustaining  the  government  and  i 

its  defenders  at  the  front.  I 

While  al  Getty's   station,  an  elegant  silk  flag,  (a  blue  State  i 

color)  was  received  from  the  ladies  of  Worcester.     Tlie  flag  | 

was  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  presentation  1)y  Hon.  D.  Waldo  \ 

Lincoln,  ihen  Ma} or,  in  behalf  of  th.e  ladies,  addressed  to  the 
Commander  of  the  regiment,  for  which  the  Colonel  made  a  suit- 
able acknowledgment. 

April  Tlh,  Company  E  marclied  out  of  camp  to  do  picket  duty 
in  the  Dismal  swamp,  and  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  Companies  A 
and  D  inarched  towards  Siiiiblk  for  picket  duty,  ki  this  time, 
Lieutenant  Forbes  was  assigned  to  duty  as  ordnance  officer  and 
Lieutenant  Daly  was  appointed  to  the  command  ot"  Company  K, 

April  13th,  the  regiment  left  Camp  Wellington  at  four  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  proceeding  in  cars  to  Portsmouth,  where  it  embarked  on 
steamers  and  went  up  Pagan  creek  to  Smithfieid.  The  regiment 
landed  and  marched  out  to  Scolt's  mills,  a  distance  of  six  miles. 
There,  receiving  information  of  anotlier  column  of  troops  having  ' 
preceded  him,  Colonel  Pickett  ordered  a  return  to  Smithiieid, 
and  next  day  to  Camp  AVelliugton. 

On  the  f^ind  of  April  tlie  regiment  embarked  for  Plymouth, 
K.  C,  to  succor  tlie  troops  of  General  Wessells,  besieged 
there  by  the  enemy.  On  reacliing  Pamlico  sound.  Colonel 
Pickett  learned  that  our  troops  in  Plymouth  liad  been  com- 
pelled  tu   surrender,  and   so  landed   at  Poanoke  island.     The 
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Twenty-fifth  Massaclm>etts  was  tlien  marched  inland  and  made 
camp  by  the  side  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Yolanteers. 

Upon  Roanoke  island  were  the  families  of  the  North.  Carolina 
soldiers  occnpying  Plymoutli,  who  were  ordered  away  by  Hoke. 
They  were  now-  destitute.  The  government  however  v»'as  soon 
able  to  furnisli  th^em  shelter  and  food. 

xipril  '25lh  the  regiment  left  Roanoke  island.  Returning 
tlirongh  Currituck  sound,  the  steamer  Chowan  was  found 
high  and  dry.  The  captain  of  the  steamer  feared  guerillas, 
and  begged  a  guard  to  protect  him.  A  dozen  men- of  Com- 
pany xV,  were  left  on  board,  and  tlie  regiment  passed  on, 
reaching  l\irtsmouth  at  linlf-past  five  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  tlie  iOtli  and  marclied  to  Camp  ^\^erLingion. 

On  llie  next  day,  April  27 ih,  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts 
was  assigned  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
C.  A.  Heckman,  attached  to  the  Second  Division,  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps.  Tills  corps  was  commanded  by  Major-Generol 
William  P.  Smith,  an  oihcor  who  had  gained  much  distinction 
during  tlie  war,  and  who  was  very  popular  with  ids  soldiers. 

Lientenant-General  U.  S.  Grant  had  been  appointed  to  tlie 
command  in  chief  of  tlio  army,  and  on  the  23rd  of  March 
n.'iade  Ids  headquarters  v.  itli  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that 
important  branch  of  the  armies  in  the  field  bein.g  under  the 
command  of  }>[ajor-General  Meade.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac 
wa'^  reorganized  into  three  corps,  desigiiatcd  the  second,  fifth 
and  sixth,  commanded  rcs}ieclively  Irv  Generals  Jlancock, 
Warren,  and  Sedgwick.  The  old  Ninth  Corps  had  been 
recruited  by  General  Burnside,  and  by  the  middle  of  April 
was  ready  for  the-field,  and  on  the  2-jrd  of  tliat  montli,  joined 
the  Arnjy  of  the  Potomac. 

Immediately  upon  the  assignment  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts to  Heckmarrs  Brigade  (Marcli  2Ttli)  the  r^\gimcnt 
em'oai-ked  upon  tran^|;orts  and  steanied.  to  Yorktown,  going 
into  cum}>  v/iih  slieher  tents  two  miles  north  of  the  tovvii,  wlicre 
it  remained  until  May  -1th.  Tlie  guard  of  Com|.'any  A  left  on 
the  steamer  Choivad  in  Currituck  sound,  returned  A})ril  29th. 
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Quartermaster  William  0.  Brown  rcmainiug  at  New  Berne 

as  post  commissary,   Lieutenant  James   M.   Drennan  was  a|>  I 

pointed  acting  quartermaster  of  the  regiment  and  remained  in  j 

that  capacity  during  the  summer  campaign  of  1864.     Sergeant  j 

Henry  H.  Pratt,  \s'ho  for  a  long  time  had  been  actiiig  regi-  | 

mental  quartermaster  and  had  a  thorougli  knowledge  of  tlie  | 

business,    was    promoted  to   be   First   Lieutenant   in  place  of  j 

Lieutenant  Daly   wlio  v\'as   commissioned  Captain   in  place  of  j 

Captain    Wagely,    discliarged    April    2Lst,    18(j4.     Lieutenant  j 

Daly   declined   to    bo    mustered   in    as    Captain,    because    the  j 

I                       War    Department    iiad    decided    that    all   volunteer    officers  | 
\            .            would   be   held    to   service    for   tliree  years  from   the  date  of 
I                       their  co^nmissiojis,  and  consequently    Sergeant    Pratt    did    not  . 

receive  at  that  time  the  commission  of  Lieutenant.*  J 

/  ,     This   was   considered   a  very  unjust  decision,  and  probaljly  i 

dcrermined  many  valuable  oftlcers  not  to  accept  promotion.  | 

Before  proceeding  with  an  account  of  the  campaign  whicli  l 

coramcnced  May  4th,  1864,  it  may  be  well  to  return  to  Xorth  j 

Carolina  and  review  events  there.  | 

ATTACK    ox    NEW    BERNE.  | 

In  the  autunni  of  1863,  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  new  | 

hand  at  tlie  Confederate  ])eliows  in  North  Carolina.     It  is  to  | 

be  presumed,  that  the  chief  instigators  at  Eichmond,  were  far  I 


*  ileacLiuiirters  Tv/enty-fifth  Ktt,;inient  Mn.SBacluiseits  Voliniteers,  | 

la  the  field  uear  Benuud;i  mindredd,  Va.,  May  25th,  18^4 .  | 

Sii- :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  commission  recently  issued  to  Lieutonaiit  | 

Daly  of  tt.i.s  re^'iuu'U!;.     Lie-uteii.'i;it  Daly  declines  prom. ^tio!;.     I  reccUiUiend  tluir  ;i  coininission  i 

a^  Captain  be  i.>.--u.Ki  to  First  Lieucf  riant  rderritt  B.  Bossey,  to  d^xtf.  the  same  as  the  conuitission  I 

i.ssutxl  to  Lieiitci.aJii  Duly.  | 

I  al.50  r*  ■•oiuiiu-nd  that  Second   Lieutenant   James  C.   Woixlv.'orth  he  coinniissioned  First  ;| 

;  Lieutenant,  vie;  Upton,  and  St^rgeaJd-Major  CliarU's  B.  Kfud;dl  to  bo  Second  LieutenuJit,  ricn  I 

i  WcKxiworth  promoted.  J 

!  Very  r'-<pectfully  yoiir  obedient  servant,  » 

I  '  •  Joburi  Pickett, 

j  Colonel  Twrjifii-jljth  Rfjunad  Mo.'i^ai-husdts  Vohmiefrs. 

I"  General  Wm.  Schociee,  Adjiilnnt'<!'7U'rrJ,  Maisarhu.sf.ils. 

B^»ston,  Mx-.s. 
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from  being  satisfied  with  the  feeble  operations  of  Nethercott's 
men  and  Whitford's  battalion.  In  North  Carolina  the  Confed- 
erate troops  had  seemed  to  liave  a  wholesome  dread  of  Federal 
soldiers,  while  the  latter  had  a  ^^v'j  poor  opinion  of  the 
fighting  capacity  of  North  Carolina  troops.  Sometime  near 
October,  1863,  a  Confederate  general  of  imdoubted  capacity 
and  undaunted  courage,  General  George  E.  Pickett,  was 
assigned  to  the   command  of   the   Confederate  department  of  j 

\  North   Carolina,  with  headquarters   at  Petersburg,  Va.     His  | 

{  command  extended  from  the  Blackwater,  in  Virginia,  to  the  j 

[  Cape  Fear  river,  in  North  Carolina,  which,  as  will  be  seen,  j 

[  embraced  all  the  territory  occupied  by  our  forces  along  tlie 

I  eastern  coast,  south  of  Norfolk  to  the  Cape  Fear. 

I  Early  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year.  General  John   G.  j 

\  Foster   was    assigned   to   the    comnmnd    at    Fortress    Monroe, 

j  Previous  to  this  lie  liad  gone  to  South  Carolina,  taking  with 

•  him  the  brigade  of  General  Stevenson,  which  included  those 

splendid   battalions,   tlie    Twenty-fourth    Massachusetts,   Tenth 

Connecticut  and  Ninth   New   Jersey  regiments,     xifter  doing 

their  vrork  liei'ore   Charleston,  Hunter  placed   his  iron  hand 

of  p>ower  upon  them,  and   refused  to  permit  them  to  return. 

Foster  ex|)0-4ulatcd   with    liuntor  and  at  Washington,  all  to 

;  rio   pjrapose,  and   fiiu'illy,   as   we   have   said,  was  himself   sent 

[        ■        to  Fortre>s  Alonroe.     This  left  the  Nortli  Carolina  army  very 

'  small,   and    when    the    Tv/eniy-fd'tli   ]^Iassachnsetts   Avas    taken 

away  a  foAv  months  afier,  not  a  single   regiment  tliat  formed 

the  original  organizatio]i  of  Parnside's  expedition,  remained  to 

defend  tbc  (ei'ritory  their  aims  had  conquered. 

In    and    al>out   New    Berne,   were    tlie    Seventeenth  Massa- 
chusetts   A^'olunteers,  the    Ninety-second    New    York    at   Fort 
Anderson,   the   Fifth   Rhode   Island  at  Fort  Totten,   and  the 
I  Ninety-ninth  New  York,  under  Colonel  Wardrop,  a  Afassachu-  i 

I  setts  Oilicer  who  commanded  one  of  the  earliest  ]\fassachusetts  j 

\    .  regiments  in  the  held,  during  the  hrst  three  months'  service.  j 

i  I'rigadier-General  Wf^sseUs,  with  a  small  force,  held  Plymouth.  I 

I 
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.Jhe  Fifty-eiglith  Penn^yUaiiia  was  at  little  Wasliington,  a!id 
\  '"  tlic    One-liuiidred-and-tliirty-second   Now   York   at   Baclicllor's 

j  creek. 

I  Wheu  Foster  went  to  Fortress  Monroe,  3dajor-Gencral  Jolm 

J.  Peck,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  versed  id  engineering, 
a  most  pains-talcing  and  deserving  officer,  who  had  greatly 
distinguished  himself  in  command  of  a  brigade  in  the  x\.rmy 
of  the  Potomac,  daring  tiie  Peninsula  campaign,  and  afterwards 
during  the  siege  of    SuiTolk,  v/as  appointed  to,  and  assumed 

command  of  the  ]~)istrict  of  North  Carolina.  -  | 

Tiic   Confederate   General  Pickett  determined  to  o])en  his  | 

campaign    by    a    demonstrjition   against    New    Eernc.     It  was  1 

his   expectation    to    capture    the    place,   and   the    Confederate  | 

newspajicrs  of    that  date   predicted   the  ea.sy   coufpiest  of    all  | 

the  Federal  possessions  within  the  North.  (JaKjlina  Department.  I 

Before  davlio'ht  on  tliC  morning  of  Feiiruarv  ITth,  1864,  our  % 

ontjjosts   at   PacheUor's  creek,  held   by'  tl^e  One-humlred-and-  | 

thirty-si'cohd  New  Yo]'k  "\'olmiteers,  Colonel  Claassen  command-  | 

ing,  Vvcre  alarmed  by  the  sudden  advance  of  tlie  enemy.     The  | 

videttes    and    tVickets   managed    to   escaj^e    tlie   onslaught   and  | 

crossed   []\q  creek,  destroying  the  only    Ijridge  over  that  nar-  I 

ro\s-  but    deep  watercourse.     The    block-liouse    guarding   the  | 

approaches  to  the  creel;,  immediately  bristled  with   bayonets,  \ 

and  soon  its  lines  of  lire  reached  the  enemy  in  front.      It  seems        "  '- 

that  ific  Confederate  forces  thus  attacking  at  Pachellor's  creek,  % 

cons!s(Cv'   of  ITokc's  and   Clingman's  brigades  of  North  Caro-  | 

lina  troo])S,  and  a  ])nrt  of  Corse's  Brie'ade  of  Virffinians,  vrith  | 

a    batlaliijn    of    Peicrs    Thirty -eighth    Yirginia    Artillery,    all  | 

ujider   Cviii^/iii md   of    General    h*ickett.     Wldle   this   Ibrce   was  | 

at  Baelielior's  creek,  anot'icr  force  consisting  of  cavalry  and  \ 

three  regiments  of  infantry,  under  General  Peering,  were  o\"er  | 
on  the  left  bank  of   the  Neuse.  to  make  a  tlireatening  demon-  | 

stration    in   that   direction  :    but  lustory,   and   no   reports   that  I 

we  can  iind,  lias  th]-ov>)i  liglit  u|")On  the  nature  of  any  demon-  | 

stration  whatever,  on  l■.v^   part  of  that  column  of   Confederate  | 
troops. 
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At  tlie  same  time,  a  force  of  the  enemy  niider  General 
Bartoii,  scouted  down  tlie  southerly  side  of  the  Trent  river, 
cut  tlie  railroad  lietvreen  Ne\Y  Berne  and  Morehead  City, 
scattered  our  little  outposts  all  along  the  road,  and  terribly 
frightened  tlie  troops,  wlio  retreated  to  New  Berne  without 
,.  stopping  to  think  of  making  any  defence. 

■  '         The    force    commanded    by    Barton,  consisted    of  his    own 

brigade,   Terry's    Brigade   of    Virginia  troops   and    Hansom's 

Brigade    of    North    Carolinians,    some    of    the    latter   having 

'        previously  received  our  complimenls  at  Gum  swam-p,  as  here- 

•        tofore  related.     "While  all  these  formidoble  columns  of  attack 

were  moving  as  stated,  Colonel  ^Vood  moved  down  the  Neuse 

■  ■  river  by  night,  with  a  force  of  volunteer  marines  in  launches 

and  small  boats.     This  force  was  to  destroy  our  navy  in  and 

about   the    waters   of   New   Berne.     The  launches  and    small 

boats    came    noiselessly  down    the    river,    and,   witliout  being 

•       -       observed,  suddenly   boarded    the  gunboat    Undencriter^  which 

lay    in    the    river   within    easy    range    of    a    small    fort    just 

':.     .■       outside  the  town,  manned  by  a  portion  of   the  Bhode  Island 

artillery,  under  conmiand  of  a  lieutenant. 

The  Underirriter  \y as  sui'pvliied,  mid  the  fight  npon  her  deck 
was  short  but  fierce.     The  Lieutenant  commanding  the  fort, 
I  ^      taking  in   the  situation   at   once,  opened   fire  with   grape   and 

I       ■        .  '     schrapnel,  and  though  he  blew  up  the  magazine  of  the  gunboat, 
I  »        ho  at  tlie  same  time  prevented  tlie  enemy  from  completing  iier 

I  capture,   compelling  them   to  leave  as  hastily   as  they   came. 

The  conduct  of  the  Lieuteriant  was  higldy  commende<l. 

At  i>achellor's  creek,  the  little  force  in  the  block-house  made 
a  brilliant  deten.ce,  and  retarded  tlie  progress  of  tlie  enemy  for 
more  than  four  hours,  and  until  the  Seventeenth  I^lassaciiusetts 
Volunteers,^  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows  was  able  to 
approach  and  aid  in  the  defence.  During  this  action,  which 
was  fought  bravely  upon  both  sides,  the  enemy  lost  sixty  killed 
and  Vy-otindL'd.  Colonel  Shaw  whom  we  saw  at  Roanoke  island, 
being   auu'iiu'  the   Confederate   killed.     No  one  in   the  block- 
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i  house  was  iujured.     Our  force,  even  after  it  v»as  augmented  by 

I  the  Seventeentli  ^lassachusetty.  was  insigiiincant  in  comparisou 

^  with  that  of  the  enemy,  and,  after  Hoke's  Brigade  had  Hanked 

tlie  bh)ck-house,  it  was  only  a  question  of  legs,  about  getting 
aw^ay.  Lieutenant-Cohjnel  Fellows,  wlio  liad  bravely  led  his 
regiment,  together  As-ith  a.  large  number  of  the  Seventeenth 
'  Massachusetts  were  captured,  and  a  small  Union  force  at 
Beech  grove,  ^vhere  we  had  a  block-house,  surrendered  without 
jfiring  a  gun. 

Connected  with  this  force  at  Beech  grove  was  .a  portion 
of  what  v:as  known  as  the  Second  North  Carolina  Union 
Kegiment.  Many  of  these  men  wej'e  doscrlers  from  the  rebel 
army.  Understanding  the  fate  that  a\\aited  most  of  them, 
if  captured,  the  officer  in  command,  before  he  concluded  to 
surrender,  gave  them  permission  to  make  tlieir  escape,  v\d)ile 
negotiations  looking  to  a  surrender  were  progressing.  Of 
those  who  accepted  the  opporluuiiy  and  attempted  to  escape, 
some  thirty-five  were  captured  and  taken  to  Kinston.  After- 
Avards,  a  court-martial  being  constituted,  twenty-three  of  the 
number  were  clearly  pr(jved  to  be  deserters  from  the  rebel. 
army,  captured  in  Federal  uniform,  fighting  against  their  late 
comrades.  They  were  hung,  and  we  take  some  satisfaction,  in 
recording  tl;ar  one  of  liicir  number,  who  held  in  our  army  the 
rank  of  seip:eant,  was  tlie  jirst  who  dangled  at  the  rope's  end. 
He  had  in  liis  jiossession  the  roster  of  his  company,  which  he 
voluntarily  delive]-ed  to  the  enemy,  pointing  out  those  Avho  had, 
with  himself,  served  in  the  Coiifederate  army.  Thus  appearing 
as  witness  against  his  comrades,  he  expected  to  save  his  own 
neck  from  tlie  halter.  By  this  double  tivachery,  more  than  ii 
dozen  men  lost  their  lives.  The  Confederate  officers  dis|)layed 
their  good  sense,  at  least  once,  by  sending  this  inhuman 
sergeant  as  an  advance  guard  o\er  the  flowinp:  river. 

The  crime  of  desertion  is  punishable  by  deoth  in  all  ai'mies, 
and,  understandiiig  tliose  men  at  Kinston  liad  a  fair  trial  and 
stood  convicted  upon  positive  evidence,  there  can  justly  be  no 
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unfavorable  criticism  upon  tlie  result.     The  fault  was  with  our  | 

government   in  permitting   deserters  from  the  enemy  to  enlist  i 

into  our  army,  except  for  service  where  there  would  be  no 
lial>iiitv  of  capture.  An  indiscriminate  enlistment  of  this  class 
of  volunteers  was  a  mistaken  policy  and  cost  many  men  their  j 

lives.  ■    ■'     '  _  j 

General  Pickett's  force  approached  near  New  Berne,  and  }. 

there  waited.     Tliey  occupied  the  timber  beyond  the  clearing  f 

in  front  of  Fort  Totten,  and  had  full  possession  of  botli  the  ■       ! 

I'rent   and   Neuse    roads.     Pickett's   lai'ge    force    fronted    ihii'   .  ■  ^  ' 
Federal  forces  that  occupied  tlie  lino  ])CtAv^een  the  two  rivers,     ■        ' 
and  upon  our  side,  every  man  and  boy  in  New  Berne  capable 
of   bearing  a  gun,  whether  Vvdute  or  black.  Jew  or  Gentile,  ''      \ 

were  drafted  for  service  and  took  their  places  in  the  trenches.     ,  I 

And  thus  the  two  forces  con.fronted  each  otlier — they  looked  at 
us,   arid   v.^e   looked   at    them,   while   the   great    guns   of    Fort     • 
Totteu  frowned  down  upon  tlicm.     During  the  anxious  hours      '  . 
of   tlie  siege,  there  was  some  jollity  mixed  with  war's  stern 
discipline.      Lieutenant    W.     C.    Hunt,     Deputy-Provost,    was  ■ 

ordered   to  raise  a  company  from   among   the   citizens   to  aid 
I  in  the  defence.     He  at  once  appealed  to  the  sutlers  and  traders 

I  to  volunteer,  and  to  tli'^ir  credit  be  it  recorded,  that  tliey  did 

I  Sf>  Nviih  alacrity.     Lieutenant  Hunt  in  a  veiw  sliort  time  had  a 

»  I  volunteer  company  of  a  hundred  men,  every  one  a  sutler  or 

I  trader.     This  compain  took  the  desiLinaiion  of''  letter  B."  and     \,   ^   : 

%    -  l\^C:   men    wore   urmed    i-ind    thnrouii'lily   di'illed    by   Lieuteuarit 

I  liiud.    vrlio    took    as    inucli    jiridc    in    his    command    as    ever 

I  Falstail   did  with  tlie  frolicksome   heroes  pictured  in  ancient 

I  siory. 

One  evening,  a  reb'd  band  came  to  the  front  and  gave  us 
"  Dixie,"  '^  My  .\[arylaud,"  and  thie  ''  Bgnny  Blue  Flag  *'  ;  and 
thou  tiu^  lirigade  band  at  New  Berne.  ])0ste<l  upon  i\\y2  parapets 
of  'i'otten,  sent  back  '-Yankee  Doodle,''  tlie  ••Star-spangled 
Uauuer,"'  closing  up  ly  giving  them  *^' Oh  dear  what  can  the 
nmttcr   be'.'*'      What  could   be   the   matter?     Earlv   the   next 
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olorning  it  was  found  that  Pickett  and  all  Lis  force  were 
gone!  aad  then  we  learned,  that  the  Confederate  General 
had  been  waiting  for  Barton  to'  attack  the  forts  and  fortiii- 
cations  on  the  south  side  of  the  Trent,  and  that,  waiting  in 
vain  to  hear  Barton's  guns,  Pickett  became  disgusted  and 
withdrew  his  arruy  —  thus  ending  the  attempt  to  recapture 
New  Berne. 

Barton  missed  liis  opportunity.      We  had    some  forts  and 
intrenchments  on  the  south  side  of  the  Trent,  and  two  block- 
houses, but  what  were  they  good  for  without  troops_  to  occupy 
\  them.     Y\^e  could  not  have  put  fifteen  hundred  men  in  all  those 

(  works,  extending  ov(_^r  two  miles,  and  it  would  have  been  folly 

to  have  attem})tod  to  defend  those  lines  with  twice  that  number 
of  men  against  such  a  force  as  Barton  commanded.  Either 
Pickett  or  Barton  alone,  coukl  have  easily  ca|)tnred  New  Berne 
at  that  time.     Fortunateiy  for  us,  tht-y  did  not  know  it. 

Just  two  months  after  the  attack  niade  by  General  I^ickett, 
[April  17th,  1SG4,]  tiie  Confederates,  comprising  the  brigades 
of  Hoke,  Terry  and  Ilansom,  attacked  Plymouth,  N.  C,  Gen- 
eral Hoke  being  in  chief  command.  Brigadier-General  II.  W. 
Wessells  vs^as  in  command  of  the  place,  which  he  held  witli  tlie 
Eighty-firth  New  York,  Onediundr(3d-and-first  and  One-hundred- 
and-third  Pennsylvania,  Sixteenth  Connecticut  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  Massacluisetts  Second  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery.. 
Tiiis  latter  reginient  was  composed  of  twelve  companies,  and 
was  commanded  ]>y  Colonel  Jones  Frankfe.  Four  companies  of 
this  regiment  rep-orted  at  New  Berne  in  Se[)tember,  I860,  and 
two  more  companies  reported  there  in  November  following. 
The  other  six  companies  left  ^lassach.usetts  January  8th,  1864, 
with  orders  to  report  to  General  Butler  at  Fortress  Monroe. 
At  the  time  of  the  attack  upon  Plymouth,  lieadquarters  of  the 
regiment  was  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  two  companies,  G  and  H, 
commanded  respectively  }>y  Ca[)Laii:s  Ira  Ij.  Sau)|)Son  and 
Jose})h  B.  Fiske  wore  at  Plymouih.  One  of  the  assistant 
surgeons  of  the  regimciit,  James  jL  Denny,  M.  I).,  accom- 
])anicd  tliis  detachment,  and  sharctl  its  fate. 
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When  Koke  ap-peared  with  his  army  in  front  of  Plymouth, 
the  river  was  held  by  the  gunboats  Micmii^  Captain  Fiusser, 
the  Southfidd^  Lieutenant  French,  and  the  Bomhsltell. 

On  tlie  first  ilay,  the  enemy  captured  Forts  Warren  and 
Wesselis  and  immediately  besieged  the  town.  On  the  20th, 
Fort  Williams  was  surrendered  after  an  obstinate  defence, 
and  the  town,  with  sixteen  hundred  prisoners,  twenty-five 
guns  and  two  thousand  small  arms,  fell  into  the  possession 
of  the  enemy. 

[In  a  previous  chapter  we  have  briefly  narrated  the  river 
defence  of  Plymouth  by  the  gunboats,  resulting  iu  the  death 
of  tlie  her(,»ic  Fiusser,] 

The  death  of  Fiusser,  the  silence  of  the  gunboats,  and  the 
capture  of  Fort  W^illlams,  rendered  further  defence  out  of  the 
question.  General  Wessells  was  therefore  forced  to  surrender. 
Quite  a  number  of  officers  and  soldiers  however,  made  their 
escape  before  the  surrender,  and  were  able  to  reach  Xew 
Berne  in  safety. 

The  surrender  of  Plymouth  made  Washington,  N.  C,  unten- 
able, and  that  place  was  evacuated  by  our  forces. 

On  tlie  5th  of  May,  Beauregard  took  command  of  the  rebel 

^,  "  foives  in  North  Carolina. 

I- 

I  On   the  25t]\  of  A])ril,  General  Peck  was  relie\ed  from  tlie 

f  cosnmand  of  the  District  of  North  Carolina  by  order  of  General 

Butler,  and   l.^y  the  same  order,  the  writer  was  relieved  from 

tlie  position  of  Chief  Provost-~\[arshal.'    The  command  at  New 

Berue    devolved    upon    Brigadier-General    L    N.    l^almer,    an 

otiicer  of   many  accomplislnnents,  who,  previous  to  the  war  of 

the   rebellion   was   an  oihcer  of  cavalry  in  the  regular  army. 

His  adjutant-general  was  Captain  J.  A.  Judson.     This  latter 

I  oflicer  was  perfectly  familiar  with   aftairs  iu   North  Carolina 

i  and  ])0ssessed  eneriiw  enou'j,-h  to  run  half  a  dozen  headouarters. 

Judson  witii    his  big  guose  rjulli  and   two  or  three  amanuenses 

behind   him,  writing   and  dictating,  was  able   to  turn  off  any 

amount  of  solid   work.     He  was   a   strict   disciplinarian,  and 
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I 

numy   of    our   soldiers    made    sundiy   visits    to    o-uard-houses  ] 

because    tliev  did    not    practice  exactly  ail  the  little    details  \ 

of  duty,  which  might  be  looked  upon   by  somCj  as  matters  of  I 

small  importance.  i 

General  Peck  liad   been  yery  successful  in  defending  New  | 

Berne  and  in  making  it  capable  of  being  defended  by  a,  small 
force.  We  never  knew  the  special  reason,  if  there  was  one, 
wliy    he   was    removed.     From    th,e   day   of   his    removal,   the  j- 

country  lost   the    service  of  a   most    capable    officer,  a  stern  | 

Ur.ionist,  who  abhdrred  treason  and  traitors,  and  had  no 
fellowship  with  one  or  the  other.  He  believed  in  ma.king  war 
zvithoul  gloves  and  punisliing  traitors  for  the  ci'irjie  of  treason. 
General  Teck.  retired  to  his  home  in  Syracuse,  New  York, 
where  he  died  in  1878. 

HOKE'S  attack  upon  new  BERNE.  | 

.  I 

Having  occupied   some   days  in   settling  the  aftairs  of   our  I 

official    position   and    in    turning    over   property,  etc.,   to    our  j 

successor,  Mo.jor  Lawson  of  the  Second  Massachuselts  Heavy  | 

Artillery,    vre    were    ready    to    embark    on   the    steamer    for  | 

Fortress   Monroe,  when,   [^4ay  4th,]    the  enemy  under   Gen-  j 

era!    Holce    suddoily   appeared    on   tlie    Trent   road,    driving  | 

in   i^Q.  pickets   and   once  more  iiivesting  Nev,-  Berne.     While  | 

the  force  of  Hoke  was  estimated  to-  be  fifteen  thousand  men,  I 

(perha|/S   overestimated)   the   total   of   Union   soldiers   in   and  | 

about  New  i^erne,  of  iill  arms,  could  not  have  exceeded  hfteen  | 

hundred.     The  steamer  for  Fortress  i\lonroe  would  leave  in  a  j 

ie^w   hours,  but  we   did   not  fiincy  the   idea  of  running  away  | 

from   a    phice   threatened   with  an  attack,  and   stating  this  to  | 

General    Palmer    and    offering    service    in    any    capacity    the  1 

emergency    might    rciquire,    lie    issued    an    order    giving    us  | 

command    of    some    lour    iiundred    nn^n    known    as    tlie    Con-  | 
vulescent    Battalion,    beirig   men    from    the    hospitals    ca})able 
of    bearing    arms,    for    duty    in    th.o    trenches.        Ijieutenant. 
Brown,  miisiering  oflicer,  aLo  waiting   transporiarion  to  Tir- 
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g'lLihi,  aided  in  preparing  the  battalion  for  duty.  Mav  5tli 
the  enemy  commenced  erecting  batteries  on  the  [>oint  below 
Fort  Spinola,  and  also  threw  up  earthworks  facing  our  own, 
south  of  the  Trent  river.  That  eveniug.  Colonel  Heaton, 
Supervising  Treasury  Agent,  taking  with  him  the  govern- 
ment money,  escaped  from  New  Eerne  and  went  down  the 
river  in  safety.  A.  number  of  citizens  and  several  ladies, 
not  over-confident  of  the  ability  of  General  Palmer  to  make 
a  successful  defence  against  sucti  odds,  also  made  a  safe  exit, 
from  the  town  during  the  night.  It  was  evident  enough,  that 
Xcw  Berne  was  doomed:  .nothing  within  the  power  of  the 
small  body  of  troo}»s  defending  tlie  phice  couhl  prevent  its 
capture,  yet,  somehow  there  was  a  general  determination  to 
make  a  defence,  and  there  was  no  thought  of  surrender,  that 
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I  ■  .    .  ^ 

I  found  expression  in  words. 

I  On  the  morning  of  May  6th,  a  flag  of  truce  approached  our 

|-  lines  on  the  south  side  of  the  Trent.     It  l^ore  a  tbrmal  demand 

from  Hoke  for  the  surrender  of  Nev>^  }3erne.  rabncr  immedi- 
ately returned  his  answer,  refusing  the  demand.  At  once  the 
enemy  opened  fire ;  soo]i  tlie  tiring  became  general  on  both 
sides,  and  lor  once  at  least,  it  was  seen  how  very  much  noise  a 
Utv>r  Ihiion  soldiers  could  make.  But  suddenly  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  ceased.      "^Vitliout  waiting  long,  it  was  ascertained  that  | 

tliC  t_-rie!iiy  liad  retired!'  Scouting  parties  were  sent  out,  finding  | 

tlic  enemy   moving   ra|)idly   t*nvard   Kinston.     I'Jeserters   from  ! 

tlic  (^onledcrates  who  caine  to  our  lines,  stated  that  Hoke  had        ,  | 

been  notiiied  of  importarti  movements  in  Virginia — that  Grant  1 

and  Butler  Imd  })ut  on  their  war-paint,  and  the  forces  under  I 

ibjke  were   needed   to   interce[)t  the   Federal   advance.     This  I 

statement  was  strictly  true,  as  we  shall  see  in  due  time,  when 
vre  shall  learn  tlie  particular  mo^'ements  in  A^irginia  that  saved 
New  Berne  from  capture.* 


t  *"!.i;.^f..r('  r  ■/.•riui<r  to  f«tl.i'v  m:itt-r,  ^vt^-  may  he  a.n"v..>l  to  say,  tli.it  tl'^^  ^M'it'T  left  New 

I  3--ni-.  Mav   aii,  [l-Gi]  v*\i.\u-j:  lii.-  Twmty-fiuh  ^Ta^^^a.-hn^rtts  at  iWimid.i  Ilun.lre-is,  Va., 

I  [■'■5  i\-  r'Clij  ajii!  utii;-  .1  l,ri.;!  !it;M  st'V\iri"  with  tli.^  i>'mii.iiit  Ih.it  sr.rviwd  th.-  s'i(X'k  at  l)re\vry's 
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On  trie  20th  of  ^laj,  1864,  Kev.  Stephen  G.  DocVl  was 
appoiiiLed  Chaplain  of  llie  Massachusetts  Twenty-fifth,  sup- 
plying the  vacancy  made  by  tlie  promotion  of  Ciiaplain  James 
to  be  Quartermaster  United  States  Yoliinteers.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Chaplain  Dodd  proved  quite  satisfactory  to  the 
regiment.  He  was  efllcient  in  his  duties,  and  endeavored  to 
serve  the  men  of  the  battalion  with  conscientious  fidelity. 
The  Twenty-uftli  Massachusetts  was  exceedingly  fortunate  in 
its  chaplains. 


EEDUCING    OITICERS    TO    THE    RANKS. 

Since  cmoutiicicg  tlie  work  of  proinxring  this  liistory  of 
the  Twenty-hfth  Massacliuselts,  we  have  had  placed  in  our 
possession,  a  package  of  papers  relative  to  tlie  olhcial  military 
treatnient  of  six  officers  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  United 
States  C,  T.,  commanded  by  Colonel  Alonzo  G.  Draper. 
Those  ofiicers  were  Captains  George  B.  Proctor,  George  F. 
Allen,  Lieutenants  George  L.  Seagrave,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 
Edward  T'ownsend  and  Aaron  D.  Parker,  all  of  whom  liad 
been  enlisted  men,  some  of  them  serving  as  sergeants  and 
some  as  corporals  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
Eoch  of  tlieiu  had  been,  by  proper  military  autliority,  duly  dis- 
charged fi'om,  and  musiered  out  of  the  Tvrenty-fifth  Regiment, 
and  eiicli  had  j-eceived  appointment  in  the  rank  stated,  and 
mustered  into  tlie  service  and  assigned  to  the  said  Thirty-sixth 
Ivegiment  C.  T.  It  may  be  unnecessary  to  say  it,  and  yet  this 
seems  to  be  a  proper  place  to  remark  for  the  information  of 
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•l.^re.]  [May23ra]  to  report  n^  I^ovost-Mav.lKa  <.f  Uii^  Ki^hteeiit].  Cnr...  up.-.n  tbo 
T-vJ-iierul  Smith,  takin;',  TPinporaiUy  ili^>  p'.>it-f,.u  vacut.v}  b.y  C;iptain  ri(-'i!jM)iu'  •  f 
J,  v>iii)  bad  l.:.ive  of  nV'r^.-ncf  on  a<Ti)uut  oi  >u:kv.v^:^..  Qliis  })>>sitii_m  \\';is  hv'id  uniil 
!.<>;!  Fie!.>!uiii;.T  ri-i>on:.'i!  for  dity,  an-l  Uu-  v  ritor  a>kt-<.l  to  Iv,-  r^-tunii^^l  for  dury 
iiiu'rit.  but  inst-rul,  \^as  app-iiite.1  Chief  of  Corp-.  Anil.uljnre,  v-!i.viu-  Coj.Uun 
w  H:iH)i>-.'n[vf,  who  wits  :ippointiil  to  otlier  .statf  duty.  Thu^  servin;^  upon  staff 
tl!.-'  tiiiic  V  l:cn  the  TM.'uty-llfth  ^fa,ssa=dnisett.s  h-ft  th.:-  Vii!.:iiiia  tittd,  as  uili  he 
t-jd,  the  wr\t''r  f*vN.  it  his  duify  to  stato  th*-  facts  and  oftor  tht-sii  as  an  t-x.-us.-  f-.r 
t.i  if.ik<:  siiLdi  luiniitt-  dfC.uls  uf  r<.-^iiiu-iita.l  )uuvt<iut.-uts  as  ho  mi^dit  otiuTwi-^.j 
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those  who  have  no  persoiuil  knowledge  of  the  matter,  that  these 
young  nK^n  were  representative  men  of  the  Twentj-iifth  Massa- 
chusetts, intelligent,  and  of  most  excellent  personal  character 
and  habits.  In  every  respect,  they  were  the  equals  of  the  best 
of  their  comrades  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment.  On  the  first 
of  xVpril,  1S64,  these  ofiicers  found  themselves  on  duty  with 
their  regiment  at  Poiiit  Lookout,  Maryland,  very  far  removed 
from  any  armed  eneiny,  tlie  T)rincipal  duty  there  being  to 
guard  rebel  prisoners.  Between  the  6tli  and  18th  of  April, 
twelve  officers  of  the  Thirty-sixtli  Regiment  C.  T.  tendered 
I  their  resignations.     The  commanding  oflicer  of  the  reg;iment 

I'  did  not  forward  tlie  resignations  as  tliey  were  received,  but 

I  v/hen  nine  resignations  had  been  tendered,  six  of  them  being  of 

I  ofiicers  previously  named,  he  forwarded  the  batch  to  General 

l  Butler,  at  Fortress  Ivlonroe. 

It  appears  by  the  papers  before  us,  that  there  ^vere  many 
reasons  why  these  officers  deemed  it  proper  to  tender  their 
resignations,  among  them  the  unwarranted  interference  of  the 
colonel  commanding  wicli  their  discipline  and  management  of 
tiie  men  placed  in  their  charge  :  unmilitary  orders,  arid  a  want 
of  confidence  hi  their  commanding  ofticer. 

Anotiier  reason.,  peihaps  tlie  promineut  one,  may  best  be 
\  siared  in  i\iQ.  lan:iua<i:e  of  one  of  these  officer:^,  in  a  letter  now 


before  us. 


'•  TliC  ^^roat  reason  which  prompted  mc  to  tender  my  resignation 
was  the.  fuct,  that  in   tlie  month  of  December,  1SG3,  winle  upon  a'.i  | 

evpeditioii    from    Norfolk,  Va.,    to    Elizabeth    City,   N.    C,   through  | 

Disuinl    swarap,  the  cominand    had    several    stragglers  captured    by  j 

guerillas,  and  \vc  had  also  captured  the  wife  of  the  captain  of  the  j 

guerilla  company,  and  had  informed  him  tliat  we  should  hold  his  wife  \ 

as  a  hostaii^e  for  the  safe  retn.rn  of  our  colored  soldiers.  Failing  to 
secure  our  men,  we  took  tliis  lady  along  with  us,  and  had  reached 
I'un^o  landing  on  Curritnck  sound,  vvliei-e  was  a  post  held  by  Lieu- 
ten:uU.-Gol(jnel  Weed  in  conmiand  of  tlie  ]Sinety-eighth  New  Tork  i 

N'olnntuers.      Colonel   Draper  called  upon  "^Veed,  and  a  dispute  arose 
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in  regard  to  forwarding  the  lady  to  General  Butler.     Weed  claiuied,  \ 

tliat,  bein<r  m  his  military  juri.-idictior!,  tlie  ladv  should  pass  throiiiih  I 

his    hands  ^and    a  struggle   took    place    between  Draj^er  and  Weed,  I  • 

participated  in  by  LieiUenant  Conant,  who  had  charge  of  the  lady,  | 

during  which  struggle^  both  Draper  and   Conant  were  disarmed,  and  I 

Vv'eed  took  the  lady.     Draper  then  ordered  his  regiment  to  'fall  in,'  | 

and  marched  it  towards  the  camp  of  the  Xinety-eighth  iS^ew  York  \ 

Volunteers,  on  the  way  instracting  Lieutenant  Backup  to  gain  tlie  t. 

fire  of  Weed,  and  shoot  him.  '    Backup  was  to  instruct  his  men  to  | 

aim  at  Weed.     As  tlie  regiment  was  thus  marching  towards  the  Xew  | 

York  camp,  Draper  rode  along  the  line  of  his  regiment  and  made  | 

use  of  vulgar  and  profone  language  in  directing  vrhat  should  be  done.  | 

(The    language  is   stated,   but   v.'e    will    omit  it   here.)     This   scene  I 

demonstrated  the  uniitness  of  Draper  to  have  an}-  comuiand."  | 

Butler  summoned  some  of  tlie  officers  of  botli  regiments  l^efore 
liim,  and  after  lieariDg  the  facts,  exonerated  Draper.  In  regard 
to  tLe  resignations  forwarded  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Butler  issued 
General  Orders  No.  46,  dated  April  IDtlu  lSu4  :  — 

"The  resiguation  of  C'nptalu  Geo.  B,  Proctor,  Captain  Geo.  F.  Alloii, 
Captairi  B.  Frank  Oakes,  Pirst-Lietitenant  A.  Parker,  First-Lieutenant  Geo. 
L.  Seagrave,  Fii-.^t-Lioutenant  Efhvard  Townsend,  First-Lieutenant  Leonard  T. 
Gaskillj  Second-LieuicuaM!.  Jerry  ^IcClair,  Secoiid-LieutenaTit  Henry  M.  Field 
of  the  Tliirty-sixrh  U.  S.  C  T.,  sent  forv/ard  at  the  same  time,  [tendered 
hovvT'ser,  at  ^a^•iuu.s  times]  to  these  headquarters,  aUe^inp  tliat  'the  good  of 
tne  service  v.  ill  l>e  ]U'oinoted  if  their  resignations  are  accopied.''"  [Th.e  reason 
given  Nvas,  "'believing  that  t!;e  good  of  the  service  under  t]\e  prcs-'^iit  conuaander  of 
the  rf'jiiiicat  vrould  1)0  proniotet','  etc.] 


The  order  then  goes  on  to  recite  the  causes  of  complaint 
"substantially,"  after  which,  it  is  stated  tliat  the  commanding 
General  '-fails  to  see"  anyibiTig  in  the  conduct  of  the  reginiental 
commander  •'whicli  should  give  cause  to  any  right-minded  patri- 
otic officer  to  resign,"  ]>refacing  this  insinuation  against  the 
patriot is/n  of  these  young  men,  by  an  assertion  that  tliey  had 
resigned  "in  the  face  of  the  enemy,''  when  in  fact,  there  was 
no  enemy,  except  unarmed   prisoners  of  Avar,  within  scores  of  | 

mibes  of  Point  Lookout.     The  order  terminates  a  veiy  partial  I 
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summing  up  ])y  the  conclusion,  tliat  these  officers  never  were 
oihcers  after  all,  not  having  the  parchment  commission,  and 
therefore  ordering :— - 

"  I'iiat  their  musters  and  provisional  aytpolntnieuts,  and  of  each  of  them, 
of  the  abD\  e  named  captalus  and  lieutenants  be  revoked,  as  'svell  as  those  which 
mustered  them  into  the  positions  they  now  occupy,  as  those  wliich  nmstered 
them  out  of  tlie  rep:inients  from  which  they  were  promoted:  and  they,  and  eacii 
of  them  are  ordered  to  report  to  the  several  regiments  from  whicli  theij  v:ere 
attempted  to  he  promoted,  for  duty,  there  to  serve  out  the  remainder  of  their 
terms  of  enlistment,  upon  pain  of  being  regarded  and  held  as  des.erters  — 
subject  to  tlio  approval  of  the  President. 

By  conmiand  of 

Major-Gencral  B.  P.  Butler. 

Henky  T.  ScKitOF.DEE,  Lkuicjant  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General." 

Now,  it  is  easy  to  drive  a  horse  to  a  spring  of  running 
water,  but  that  horse  will  not  drink  upon  any  compulsion. 
We  \ii\\  try  to  reach  the  conclusion  of  this  matter  very  brielly, 
and  see  if  these  gallant  young  ohicers  were  made  to  drink  the 
poisoned  cup  offered  to  them  from  the  military  authority  of 
Fortress  Monroe. 

I  On  tlie  evening  of  April  19th,  1S64,  Captain  Proctor  and 

Lieutenant  Field  were  arrested  by  Colonel  Draper  upon  a 
charge  of  tr-^a^on.  in  atteiupling  to  send  a  message  to  Hon- 
oral)ie  b",  D,  Field  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  [a 
relative  ui'  the  Lieutenant]  asking  him  to  see  the  President 
in  behalf  of  the  couuenmod  olliccrs.  They  remained  locked 
up  two  days  and  v>'ere  not  alh>wed  to  communicate  v/ith 
persons  outside;  then  released  and  returned  to  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Rf^giment,  whereupon  all  of  tiie  ofiicers  named  in  tlie 
oi'der  were  ordered  out  of  camp  by  ('olonel  I^raj^er.  They 
reported  to  ttie  Pruvost-Marshal,  refusing  to  comply  with  Pul- 
ler's order:  they  were  sent  to  the  Provost-^Iarstud  at  Fortress 
]^[onroe  and  cr^nhned  in  a  casem.ate  :  tliey  vrere  ordered  to 
romuve  siioulder  strapis  arid  surrerider  thicir  swords.  They 
refused  to  ^' rennnc "  or  ^'surrender."  Tliis  refusal  was 
[  reported   to  Dniler,   v\iio   directcLi   the  execuliun  of   tiic  order. 
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\  Tlie  officer  of  tho  day  (mt  oK  the  straps  and  relieved   them 

1  of   their  swords.      Two    hours  after,  the   straps  and    swords 

I  were  returned  to  them.     'J'hey  sewed  on  the  straps,  and  those 

fornierh^  connected  witli  the  Twenty-fiftli  Massachusetts  were 
sen.t  to  Yorktown,  their  arrival  there  being  reported  to  the 
commander  of  the  Twentj^-fifth.  The  next  morning,  Major 
Attwood,  in  command  of  the  regiment,  m  compliance  vv'ith 
the  orders  received  by  him,  and  as  a  matter  of  form,  sent  for 
and  ordered  them  to  duty  as  enlisted  nien.  They  refused  to 
comply  and  were  returned  to  the  Provost-Marshal  at  Yorktown 
and  thence  to  the  Provost-Marshal  at  Fortress  Mon-roe,  and  by 
him  returned  again  to  Yorktown,  where  they  remained  until 
ajfter  tlie  bcittle  of  Cold  llarbor,  vdien,  Yorktown  being  evacu- 
ated, they  rt-iurned  to  Furtiess  Monroe  an.d  were  confmed  in 
the  ''Bull  Pen''  at  Hampton.  The  Provost-Marshal  found  them 
•'elephants"  on  his  hands,  and  finally  gave  them  })asses  to  City 
Point.  From  City  Point  they  proceeded  to  the  front  at  Peters- 
burg ^vkere  they  found  the  Twenty-fifih  .Massachusetts  under 
command  of  Captain  Parkhurst.  One  of  tliem  says — "  "We 
found  o'ood  board  and  iodcinu's  witli  the  accommodatinc;  acting- 
quartermaster,  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Prennan,  and  his  gentle- 
manly assistants,  Wm.  M.  IVillis  and  John  Simonds.  Vv^e 
remiained  here  until  a\  e  received  Special  Orders  Ko.  2ST 
froni  the  War  Department  revoking  Butler's  Ordei-  '  46,' 
discharging  us  from  tlie  service  August  SlsL,  1SG4,  to  date 
from  Ai>T'i\  19th,  1S64." 

Tiie  facts  in  this  matte]-  having  been  re}K'3rted  to  Governor 
Andrew,  he  made  investigation  and  wrote  tlie  following  letter 
to  Hon,  John  I).  Bakhvin,  then  a  Re[)resentative  in  Congi-ess 
from  the  AVorcester  Districl :  — 

COMMOXV>-r:AI.TII    of    ilASS.VCHUSETTS. 

Executive  Departiiiunt,  iJostou,  "Ntay  20t]j,  1SG4. 
Hon.  Jonv  T).  Ealjavix, 

iIoLi:^e  of  K(.-pi-esentarive.s,  Vr'a.shiMp-tt-af,  D.  C 
;  l\y  Dear  Sir  :-~Ca]»tai!»  John  W.  Fletciior,  hi\>-  of  tjic-  Thirty-sixth  U.  8.  C. 

I  Vului!tLer>^,   (CMi'^uel  Draper)  foniierly  a  Lieutenant  iu  tiie  Forty-thirJ  lM;u-,>a- 
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\^j  cliusetts  Infantry  Volunteers,  will  present  to  you  tliis  note  as  Iiis  Introduction. 

lie  is  perfectly  familiar  with  the  whole  matter  out  of  which  grew  the  disgrace 

of  the  young  ofiicers  concerning  whom  I  wrote  enclosing  the  X'^pors  of  their  case  \ 

a  few  days  ago.     I  feel  confident  that  if  a  fair  hearing  can  be  obtained,  it  will  • 

become  manifest  that  these  gentlemen  are  not  cowards  nor  skulkers,  but  good  j 

soldiers  and  patrioilc  men.      Some  of    them  had  pioved  their  possession   o-f  • 

conspicuous  merit  on  the  battle  held,  and  all  of  them  had  been  in  battle  and  j 

proved  to  be  brave  and  capable  ;  all  had  earneil  their  promotion,  and  had  more  i 

than  that  earned  —  even  if  they  did  not  already  possess  it  by  inheritance,  the  \. 

right  to   the   ordinary  ])resumption  and  the  ordinary  trial  accorded  even  to  t- 

felons.     Moreover,  even  if  they  were  in  the  wrong,  their  treatment  is  excep-  | 

tioual  and  unjust,  unlike  tJuit  awarded  in  other  cases,  and  treats  as  a  crime.,  a  [ 

mere  error  of  judgment.     Captain  Fletcher  can  tell  the  whole  story,     I  hoije  \ 

you  will  get  him  a  hearing.     Ho  will  give  the  facts,,  and  will  prove  thorn,     Let  I 

i  not  young  men  of  patriotic  faniilies,  who  for  nvo  years  have  already  periled  .| 

•  their  lives   in  the  army,  well  educated  and  of  the  best  character  at  hon.se  and  |.. 

J       \  in  the  regiment  fr<)m  which  tliey  were  promoted,  moral  in  their  Irablts  and  ]_ 

^  regarded  ^\itll  favor  by  their  fellow  citizens  at  home,  young  incu  who  abaTi-  : 

doned  lucrative   callings  to  share  the   common  soldier's  lot,  proving  thereby  [ 

their  zeal  and  their  devotion  :  let  not  such  as  these  be  crashed  beneath  the  heel  of  a  j 

mere  Hind,  capricious  and  unreasoning  >vill.     If  the  President  is  brought   to  1 
understand  this  case,  he  will  set  it  right.     You  can   get  it  referred  if  need  be 

to  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  in  whose  office  an  investigation  can  be  had,  | 

and  there  justice  according  to  tliu  Law  and  sound  jirlnclples,  can  be  worked  one.  | 

I  am  yours  very  respectfully  and  truly,  | 

•  JCJHN    A.    xVxDKEW.  I 

With  that  letter  from  CTOvernor  Andrew,  went  to  Vrashina-  I 

I  '  ^  1 

*-.  tori,  the  following  certificate : —  j 

I  Head<iu;irtcrs  Twenty-fifth  ^dassacliusotts  Volunteers, 

}.•  Yorktown,  Virginia,  ]May '3rd,  1S64. 

I  hereby   c6rtify  that  the  ofncers  of  t],c.   Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  C.  Troops,. for-  j 

morly  mt'Uibers  of  my  regiment  and  rcci;ntly  returned  by  General  Orders  2s o  f 

46  from  General  Butler,  wore,  during  their  connection  with  this  regiment,  con-  \ 

sidercd  among  the  besc  and  most  reliable  non-commissioned  olhcers  and  men  la  | 

the  regiment.     I  know  tlicm  to  be  men  of  tlie  highest  principles  and  charac-  j 

ter,  alwavs   Iiaving  done  their  duty   promptly,  bravely  and  faithfully.  .  They  | 

are   not   tlie   men   by  any  moans  that  I  should  louk  for  tlie  slightest  oifenco  | 
against  g</vid  order  or  military  discipline  or  a  misdemeanor  of  any  kind.     Since, 
their  pt<. morion  I  have  always  heard  them  well  spoken  of.     1  believe  them  to 
be  gentlemen,  as  well  as  sohliers  of  upright  and  lionoralde  mor.ives,  entitled  to 
the  same  privileges  of  other  officers  in  the  United  States  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  I'uKKrr, 
Colonel  T went ij -fifth  Juyinient  Masso.t-huseir^  Vuluntters.  | 
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This  certificate  was  supported  by  the  following  paper  : —  { 

i 

Headquarters  Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  C.  Infantry,  j  . 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  May  9th,  1864.  1 

We  cheerfully  concur  in  the  certificate  of  Colonel  Josiah  Pickett,  Twenty-  | 

fiftli  I^CLrinient   Mn^sachusetts  Yolnnteers,  in  regard  to  the  late  othcers  of  tliis  | 

regiment,  recently  returned  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  in  | 

accordance   with   General    Orderi?   Xo.   4G    Department    Virginia  and    Xorth  i 

Carolina.  | 

Judging  by  their  conduct  while  connected  with  this  regiment  as  Captains  I 

and  Lieutenants,  we  believe  them  fully  entitled  to  the  character  set  forth  in  hi.-*  | 

(Pickett's)  certificate  of  May  3rd.  And  further,  we  say,  that  during  their 
connection  with  this  regiment  as  (:>fncers,  up  to  the. time  they  tendered  their 
resignations,  covering  a  period  of  about  eight  montJis,  thoy  were  considered  as  ' 

good,  reliable,  faithful  oflicers,  always  ready  to  do  their  duty,  brave  and  fearless  |. 

at  a]]  tinie>.     We  beJIeve  tlieni  to  be  men  of  good  principles  and  character,  of  I 

strict  integrity,  and  regard  them  as  honorable  and  upriglit  in  their  intentions 
and  motives,  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  a  desire  to  do  all  they 
can  for  the  good  of  the  country.  As  gentlemen,  soldiers  and-  patriots,  we 
shall  :dways  expect  to  hear  as  good  report  of  them  in  the  future  as  anj-  v^-o 
have  known  in  the  past,  anl  trust,  that  such  conduct  in  future  will  meet  its 
just  reward. 

B.  F.  Pratt, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  I'ltirti/sirth  Regiment  U.  S.  C  Infantry. 
Daniel  J.  Pkestox, 
Major  Thirti/sixth  Reginieiit  U.  S.  C,  Infantry. 

U|.'On  a  statement  of  facts,  tlie  President  submitted  the  fol- 
]ov;iiig  question  to  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  General 
UuU,  askinsT  his  decision:  '-Here  are  several  officers  who 
have  resigned,  no  matter  whetlier  the  reasons  were  sntlicicnt 
or  not  — General  Butler  thinks  tliev  are  not,  and  he  issues  an 
order  revoking  ili.cir  nmsters-out  and  mustcrs-in  and  orders 
tliem  back  to  the  ranks  from  which  they  were  promoted. 
Now,  had  General  Ihrtler  any  riglit  to  so  revoke  their  musters 
or  do  as  lie  has,  without  a  trial  by  court-martial."  The  Judge 
Advocate  General  decided  that  a  commissioned  officer  could 
not  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  cxeept  for  desertion,  and  then, 
only  after  a  trial  and  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

Tlicreopon,  Special  Orders  vrere  promulgated  as  follows:  — 
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5    f  War  Department, 

^    S  Washington,  August  31st,  1804. 

.^'*  Speeial  Orders,  " 

*  :.              No.  287. 

'I  [EXTKACl.J 

I  I  .               So  mucli  of  General   Orders  Ko.  46  of  April  19th,  1864,  from  Headquarters 

'*  Yirg-inia  and   North  Carolina,  as   revoked   the  provisional  appoiiitnients  and 
musters  into  service  of   the   following  named  oiiicers  [the  othcers  named  in 

'  General  Orders  No.  46]  and  directed  that  their  musters-out  of  service  as  enlisted 

r^  men  he  revoked,  and  lliat  they  be  returned  to  the  regiments  from  ^vhieh  they 

i  .          -were  promoted,  there  to  serve  out  their  terms  of  enlistmeni-,  or  to  be  considered 

*  as  deserters,     *     *     is  hereby  revoked,  and.  they  are  hereby  discharged  the 

1  service  of  the  United  States  to  date  April  19th,  1S64. 

%  .                                  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

f  ■                                                                                                                             E.  I_).  TOWNSEXD, 

t"                :  •  -  '     '                                                                  Aasif^tant  Artjufant-GcNfraL 


Thus  "^vas  justice  administered  through  the  intervention  of 
Governor  Andre^v,  and  the  impartial  decision  of  tlie  Judge 
Adsoeate  General. 


/ 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

ASMY  OF  THE  JA.:^H:3  —  I)ISC1PLI>^E  —  VP  THE  JAMES  RIYEU  — 
PLAN  OF  CAMPAIGN — POP.T  ^TALTHAL  JUNCTION  —  CHESTER- 
FIELD   JUNCTION  —  AEROWriELD    CHURCH. 


.«^"^.f  A  ,^E  liaYC  followed    the  Twcnty-fiftli    Massiicliusctts  to 


''"I'xJ'z)  the    banks    of   the   York    river,   where,   two    miles 
al)Ove  Yorktown,  they  were  in  cai.r.p  under  shelter 


ti  uis.  Iliose  shelter  tents  were  made  of  two  pieees  of  cloth, 
each  six  feet  long  and  three  and  one-half  feet  wide,  arranged 
to  lap  and  IratfovL  together  so  as  to  cover  two  men,  and  each 
rnan  carried  liis  half  of  the  affair.  Thev  were  open  at  each 
erid,  and  afforded  very  little  sJielter,  though  they  were  better 
than  notliiiig  for  a  covering. 

The  regiment  as  we  have  said,  was  assigned  to  the  brigade 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  C.  A.  Heckman.  This 
brigade,  known  as  the  •'  Star  Brigade,"  was  assigned  to  the 
Second  Division  ui  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  The  Second 
liivii-ion  vras  then  commanded  i»y  Brigadier-General  Godfiey 
AVeilzel,  the  First  Division  being  commanded  by  ]\Injor-Gen- 
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'I  oral   Brooks,   and   the  Third   Division,   composed    of    colored 

k  ,  troops,  coinmaiidcd  by  llrigadier-Generol  Edward  W.  Ilincks. 

fc  The  Eighteenth    Corps  formed   a  i)art   of   what  was  known, 

shortly  after,  as  the  Army  of  the  James,  commanded  by 
General  Butler.  The  1'enth  Corps  commanded  by  Major- 
General  Q.  A.  Gilimore,  with  three  divisions  commanded 
respectively  by  Brigadier-Generals  Terry,  Ames  and  Turner, 
came  from  service  in  South  Carolina  and  was  assigned  to 
this  arniy,  the  entire  force  under  Butler  being  about  forty 
tliousand  men. 

Heckman's  Star  Brigade  was  made  up  of  the  Ninth  New 
Jersey,  the  Twenty-third,  Twenty-ilfth.  and  Twenty-seventh 
Afassachusettts  Yolunteoi's. 

DISCIPLINE. 

Without  intending  to  disparage  oilier  battalions  of  the  army, 
"we  safely  assert  that  tlie  discipline  maintained  in  tlie  Twenty- 
flftli  Massachusetts  vras  of  a  high  standard  of  excellence.  In 
this  respect  what  we  say  of  the  Twentj'-fifth  Massachusetts 
will  apply  to  the  otlier  superb  regiments  making  up  the  Star 
Brigade.  Tliis  disciijline^  apparent  in  bivouac  and  the  march, 
f  n]>on   dri]l   arid   va  line  ol  battle,  was  not  forced.     It  was  as 

f  much  vobuitary  as  the  Sf'i'vice  itself.     Intelligent  men,  such  as 

I  compo'•'^I  tlie  batralion,  understood"  the  importance  of  disci})line 

I  in  koopin;y  alive  the  military  spirit.     A  good  soldier  looks  upon 

discipline,  not  as  degrading,  l)Ut  an  element  rendering  him 
more  invincible  in  battle,  the  niorc  perfect  hi  the  scliool  of  the 
soldier,  aui!  clotliing  him  ^s\\\\  tluat  esprit  dc  corpn  so  necessary 
in  achieving  soldierly  success. 

The  discipline  of  an  army  is  despotism. 
Vrashington,   the    great  revolutionary  leader,  with   a  heart 
as  tender  as  tlmt  of    a  most  indulgent  fattier,  was  a  severe 
disci}»liriarian,   and   upon   one   occasion   declared   to  his  army, 
in  uiging  a  strict  regard  to  the  rules- of  discipline:  — 
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*■' Ji  is  neces.-ury  that  a  most  perfect  despotism  should  exist  in  an 
army."   ■ ,        \  .-:  •  .. ,  ^     .  ■ ,  ■    ■■  ;■  v  . 

Controlled  l:>v  reason,  based  upon  the  idea  of  making  the  j 

army  more  effective,  military  despotlsnn  in  our  army  was  wel-  | 

corned  by  every  good   soldier,  and  tlie  best  iigliting  regiments,  ] 

those  most  relied  nr)on  by  tlie  comniandino-  g-enerals  in  extreme  | 

emergencies,  were  those  whose  discij)line  was  tlie  most  marked.  \ 

Lord  Xelsoo,  the  once  great  leader  in  the  British  navy  and 
an  exacting  disciplinarian,  wlien  engaged  in  the  campaign 
against  the  Frencli,  pressing  the  lleets  of  England  against,  the 

armament  of  France  under  the  bi-ave  but  unfortunate  Admiral  | 


\  3>rueys5  j'-rr.-ed  long  enough  to  address  this  admonition  to  one 

1        V  of  his  midshipmen  :  — 


■  ^■'Tbtiie  are  three  thJiigs  wliich  you  are  constantly  to  bear  in  mind  ;  '| 

first,  you   must  always  implicitly  obey  orders,  without  attempting   to  j 

form  art}-  opinion  of  yon r  own  respecting  their  propriety.     Secondly,  i 

you  must  eousldcr  every  man  your  enemy  who  speaks  ill  of  vour  | 

Kincr.  and  thirdiv,  von  must  hate  a  Frenchman  as  you  du  the  devil.''  \ 

I 

•  Such  an  admonition  would  not  liave  been  needed  by  the  sol-  \ 

diers  of  tlie  Twentvd'iith  Massacliusetis  or  of  the  Star  Brig-ade,  1 

iC.v  they  uleyod  uru-.;rs  Arithout  questioning,  and  allowed  no  one  | 

to  sijcak  ill  in'  the  country  they  served  and  deiVnded.  I 

The  knowledge  of  this  Cjualilication  possessed  by  the  '•  Star"  \ 

soldiers,  gave  the  oillcers  of  regiments  and  the  brigade,  a  degree  I 

01  contidence  they  could  not  otherwise  have  had,  and  confidence  \ 

possessed,  v\'ins  half  the  l^aitle.  I 

The  Tlussiau  army  is  n<:>ted  lor  its  excellent  disciidinc.  Duty 
is  peribrmed  because  "  such  is  tlie  order."  We  rcmendjcr 
reading  of  an  instance  of  disc!}>line  in  that  army  which 
occurred  during  the  corillagration  of  the  Palace  of  the  Czar 
in  the  winter  of  1':-m.  A  pi  ic;:t  Avhu  had  snatched  from  the 
Humes  the  Holy  V\k  cf  the  im[.crial  chapel,  perceived,  while 
crossing  a  corridor  already  lilled  with  smoke,  a  soldier  renmin- 
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iiig  at  his  post  of  datj.  Tlie  priest  shouted  to  hiiu  to  escape 
as  soon  as  possible — "No,"  answered  the  soldier,  '•  I  am  on 
duty;  but  come  and  give  me  your  benediction."  The  priest 
hurriedly  performed  tliis  duty  and  departed,  leaving  the  soldier 
to  die  at  his  post  of  duty. 

An  instance  of  strict  o])edieMce  to  orders  was  found  in  our 
Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  vfhich  we  have  already  narrated. 
It  w\as  the  case  of  Corporal  Townsend  of  Company  C,  (Lieu- 
tenant Tliirty-sixth  U.  S.  C.  Volunteers)  who,  when  asked 
if  he  did  not  know  the  danger  with  which  he  was  surrounded, 
answered  —  -- 1  understand  the  danger,  but  I  am  stationed  here 
to  hold  th/s  f>oH.  and  1  couldn't  v:o  awav  until  relieved."  An 
army  of  such  men  as  we  have  instanced,  could  never  be 
defeated. 


UP   THE    JAMES   KIYER. 

On  the  fourlli  day  of  May  [1864]  tlie  Tvv-enty-iifth  Massa- 
chusetts embarked  on  two  transports,  the  seven  right  com- 
jvanies  on  the  Dhionah  arid  companico  A,  E  and  II,  vrith 
General  Heckman  and  staff,  on  the  Wifoniing.  At  sunset 
the  fleet  of  transports  having  on  board  the  regiments  of  tlie 
Star  Bric^-ade  anchored  at  Newport  News.  The.  next  morning 
at  sunrise,  tlie  fleet  moved  up  the  James  river  and  about  live 
o'clock,  P,  li..  reached  City  Point,  and  moved  beyond,  to 


BER3IUOA    HUNDREDS, 

the  point  of  a  peninsula  l)etween  the  James  and  Appomatox 
rivers,  situated  aljout  ten  miles  from  Petersburg  and  tweniy 
miles  south,  of  Richmond.  The  locality  itself,  about  the 
landing,  was  only  a  little  liamlet  deriving  its  importance 
at  timt  tinie,  because  it  formed  a  good  base  for  operations 
iigainst  eiilier  lli(/hmond  or  Peieisburg. 

The  dtjharkntiou  was  rpiickly  over,  skirmishers  advanced 
and  the  brigade  nnjved  ibrward,  stacking  arms  in  a  large 
lM;ld  of  grain   that  as  yet  had   not  been  trampled   down  l)y  tlie 
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iread  of  armed  men.  Very  soon,  the  command  to  "fall  in" 
echoed  over  tiio  field,  and  the  soldiers  again  moved  forward, 
but  soon  again  halted  and  went  into  bivouac,  seeking  repose 
upon  the  ground  and  not  permitted  to  make  fires. 

While  the  main  body  of  troops  had  discn.ibarked  at  Bermuda 
Hundreds,  General  Wild's  Brigade  of  colored  troops  was  left 
at  Wilson's  wharf,  two  regiments  at  Fort  Powhatan  a  few  miles 
below  City  Point,  Hincks'  Division  remaining  at  the  latter 
place,  where  tliey  commenced  to  intrench.  The  night  of  the 
landing,  the  vessels  of  the  iiaval  fleet  moved  up  tlse  Appomatox 
river  and  anchored. 

THE    PLAN    OF    CA?.IP.ATGN. 

In  this  niovcmcnt  made  by  Entler,  it  is  important  to  remem- 
ber that  it  vriis  to  be  auxiliary  to  that  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  —  his  movements  vrcre  to  be  governed  I)}"  those  of 
Meade's  anny  operating  on  tlie  North  Anna,  He  was  to 
wait  until  he  heard  Grant's  guns  on  the  nortli  of  the  James, 
before  he  moved  against  Ilichmond  on  the  soatii  side. 

Butler  received  his  instructions  from  Grant,  and  Richmond 
was  made  the  o'ljective  point.  The  programme  as  marked  out 
for  Butler  by  Grunt,  was  this:  First,  intrench  at  City  Point, 
and  we  may  infer  tliat  ihis  dirt^etion  included  the  Bermuda 
Hundreds  front,  though  ii  was  no(  specially  mentioned  ;  second, 
■hiove  against  lucliviond  by  investing  it  soiUh  of  the  James 
ri^'cr,  ilia  l-jft  rc^iuuj  on  Uiri  Jayics  above  JiicJnnond.  If  Butler 
was  really  expected  to  do  this,  if  for  a  momcJit  it  was  even 
deemed  v\dthin  the  limits  of  possibility  that  Butler  could  form 
a  sen^i-circle  on  the  south  side  of  .Richmond  with  two  army 
corps,  and  liold  a  base  of  supplies  and  line  of  operations  for 
ten  miles  iii  the  rear,  it  must  have  been  iraagined  that  the 
commander  of  the  Ai'iny  of  the  James  was  an  Achilles  or  an. 
Agamemnon  ins];ircd  by  the  innnortal  gods!  If  lie  formed  the 
semi-circle  with  his  left  resting  on  tlie  James  aboN'c  Kichmond, 
he   would    so  expose   his    rear  and    his  communications,  that 
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Ecauregai'd,  hurrying  up  irom  North  Carolina,  would  find 
hiiri  an  easy  prey.  Bui  all  this,  as  we  have  seen  \yas  based 
upon  the  hypothesis  that  Grant's  guns  would  be  heard 
timndering  against  Fiichmond  from  the  north.  Those  guns 
were  not  heard.  The  Wilderness  and  the  North  Anna  river 
were  obstacles  that  Grant  did  not  take  into  calculation,  and 
the  fact  was,  as  we  shall  see,  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  not  strong  enough  to  stay  within  eight  miles  of  Richmond, 
without  the  aid  of  General  Butler  upon  its  north  side,  rendered 
through  the  Eighteenth  Corps. 

MOVING    FOR^vAED. 

We  left  the  troo[)S  debarked  at  Bermuda  Hundreds,  in 
bivouac  on  the  night  of  May  5tli.  At  six  o'clock  of  tiie 
next' morning,  Ileckman's  Brigade  moved  forward,  the  Tweniy- 
seventli  Massachusetts  in  advance,  and  the  Twenty-hfth  Massa- 
chusetts following.  Beaching  Cobb's  hill  at  noon,  a  halt  was 
made  to  allow  a  concentration  of  troops.  Here  could  be  seen 
tlie  enemy's  battery  at  Port  Clifton  on  the  banks  of  the 
A]«po!uatox,  and  beyond,  the  clmrch  S])ires  of  Petersburg; 
and  right  here  it  is  proper  to  say,  tliat  Petersburg  at  this  time 
was  isot  prepared  for  defence,  as  the  on.ly  force  there,  was  one 
i'eu'iuKMit  Oi'  (jin^nmn's  BriLiade,  not  numbcrino;  over  six 
hu;iih\'d  ii-en.  General  Pickett  was  in  connimnd  at  Peters- 
burg, but  under  orders  to  join  Lee,  waiting  the  expected 
arrival  of  Beauregard. 

On  the  line  of  the  Blackwater,  was  the  balance  of  Cling- 
nmn's  Brigade,  and  tiie  Tvrenty-ninth  A^irginia  Regiment,  with 
one  battery.  On  the  Cth  of  i\Ia\-,  tlieso  were  hurried  up  to 
positions  between  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  the  North 
Carolina  regiments,  with  citizens  improvised  into  militia, 
were  put  into  the  inlrenchmcnts  about  Petoi'sburg  on  the  City 
Point  road,  which  they  held  witli  twelve  pieces  of  artillery. 
Oij  tlie  same  day,  a  part  of  a  Poutli  Carolina  In'igade  undvv 
Ci'Ueral   J[avL':uud,   arrived   at   Petcrsburu"  and   moved   out   to 
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Pore  Walthal  junction.  The  next  day.  May  Ttli,  a  brigade 
of  Virginia  troops  commanded  by  General  Wise,  reachet.l 
Petersburg,  and  went  into  the  works  on  the  City  Point  road, 
and  on  the  same  day  Beauregard  arrived  an'l  assumed  com- 
mand. 

The  movement  upon  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundreds 
was  a  complete  surprise  to  a  foe  unable  at  tlie  time  to  make 
resistance.  Had  the  instructions  to  Butler  covered  an  imme- 
diate attack  upon  Petersburg,  that  attack  could  have  been 
made    ]\Iay    6th,    and    must    have    been    successful,    and,   as  j 

Petersburg  was  really  the  "  key  '*  to  Richmond,  the  capture  of  « 

it  would  have  compelled   the  evacuation  of   that  capital  and  \ 

a  movement  of  Lee's  army  to  tlie  soutli  of  the  James  river.  j 

But   the   instructions   to  Butler   did  not   include   the   capture  \ 

of  Petersburg.     Left  to  act  upon  his  own  discretion,  Butler  j 

co'i eluded   he  would  attempt   to  pi'event   reenforcements  from  j 

reacliing  Lee  from  the  south.     Geiicral  Kautz  with  his  cavalry  j 

vrent  out  and  struck  the  Weldon  railroad,  cuttiisg  it  at  the  very  | 

moment  he  found  re])el  troops  moving  up  to  reihi force  I'eters-  | 

burg.  With  the  force  he  had,  he  could  not  hold  the  road, 
and  so  [May  8th]  returned  to  City  Point.  • 

PORT     ^\'ALTirAL     JUNCTION. 

At  four  o'clock,  p.  3[.,  [3Iay  Gtli]  Heckman's  Brigade  was 
ordered  to  make  a  reconnoissancc  to  the  Pichmond  and  Peters- 
burg railroad,  a  few  miles  beyond  Cobb's  hill,  t)ie  Inigade 
marching  with  one  section  of  Hovrard's  Fourth  United  States 
Artillery,  Battery  L. 

A  graphic  account  of  tliis  reconnoissancc  is  given  by  Edwin 
T.  AVitherby,  of  Conq^any  K  Tvv-enty-fiftli  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers, in  a  diary  which  he  hlled  during  tlie  war,  ond  from 
wliich  we  are  permiited  to  (piotc  :  — 

''Passing  some  tirnl)t'r  lauth  down  a  steep  hill,  bevond  tin  oKl  nnll 
to  aiiotliei"  hill,  we   !ie:ir  tl;o   lir.-t  shut.-,  indictiting   tliat  out-  advance 
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has  joined  issue  with  the  pickets  of  tlie  enemy-     There  is  little  time 

for   thought.     We   are   at   the  farm    bouse   where    the   narrow   road 

enters    the    county   road    a^    right    angles.       We    (tlie    Twenty-fifth 

i\Iassachusetts)   file  to  the  left  and  th.en  advance  into  the  open  field.     -^ 

The  Twenty-seventh  JMassachusetts  has  preceded  us.     The  Twenty- 

tiiird  Massachusetts  filed  to  the  left  before  reaching  the  fiirm  house, 

that  the  movement  might  not  be  discovered  by  the  enemy.     They 

are  to  protect  our  flank.     The  battery  has  got  into  position  and  the 

Ninth  New  Jersey  is  moved  to  the  right,  liecknian  seeming  to  be  a 

little  suspicious  of  that  flank.     We  are  pkiced'e/i  echelon.     Faraway 

across  the  field  a  distance  of  some  five  hundred  yards,  a  rail  fence 

marks  its  bouridary.     The  railroad  runs  parallel  with  it.     Behind  this 

we  see  a  cloud  of  du?,t,  the  dim  forms  of  men,  as,  running,  they  take 

position  behind   the  fence.     Any  furthe]'  advance  is  to  be  contested 

b}-   the  foe.     Tlie  dust    subsides,  and    all    being  ready,  our    line  of 

skirmishers    advance    towards    tlie    enemy.        The    Twenty-seventh 

^Massachusetts  supports   the  skirniibii   line.     We  move   in   the  sau:ie 

direction,     teaching  a  hollow,  we  halt  and  the  artUlery  opens  fire. 

Tlie  practice  is  excellent,  the  shells  bursting  directly  over  the  enemy's 

line,  or,  striking  the  fence,  throw   the  rails  in  every  direction.     The 

artillery,  however,  fails  to  dislodge    the  enemy,  and  an  advance  of 

infr.itry  is  ordtred ;  at  the  same  moment  a  line  of  rebel  skirmishers 

is  Seen  approaching.     The  two  skirmisli  lines  draw  nearer  and  nearer, 

i.'ejli    ',va'chin_;    the  other  cios'ly.   aiid    lln.aliy  lialting  and  crouching 

Uj<-'.t!  i!ii.;ir  kn'.;e.-5  whvw  only  thf  diistance  of  a  stone's  throw  sepanites 

:h'/tn.  ready  for  an  in.stant  spring,  like  a  tiger  waiting  for  its  [)rey.  •■ 

1    i'-h  htiig  miiiutes  they  tiius  crouch  and  watch,   tightly  grasping  i 

\\i--  \t  arnss,   ;.s   immuvabie   as   statues,  iiniil   at  last,   the   rebel    lir.e  f 

tr.riiing.  c;\e['S  siowly  and   noiselessly  back   to   tlie   main   body.     A  | 

:-i*urt  iiiterval  and  our  men  sf>rlhii  to   their  ieet,  fire,  and  as  quicklv  1 

tiirow    themselves    upon    the    ground    to   avoid    the    reply.      Not    a  } 

muuivnt  too  soon,  for  their  volley  drew  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  ! 

rt^bel  line,  biit  so  hastily  delivered  that  the  bullets  passed  harmlessly 

over  our  heads,  and   no  one   was   injured.     At   a   quarter   after   six  • 

(■"clock,  r.  M.,  auiid  a  scattering  fire,  the  skirmish  line  ^vas  withdrawn, 

anil   the  Twenty-seventh  j^Jassacliusetts  advancing,  commenced  firing 

k'V   uitig.       The  Twenty-fifth    Alassachusetts   now    formed    by   close 
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division  column,  to  the  rear  xaiid  left  of  the  Twenty-seventh  was  held 
in  reserve.  In  a  few  moments  the  Twenty-seventh  moved  down  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill  and  the  rebel  lire  increased. 

"It  is  now  nearly  sunset.  Tiie  slidving  sun  in  tlie  west  almost 
blinds  ns.  Peacefnlly  it  goes  down,  its  last  rays  glittering  on  our 
muskets  and  flashing  over  a  field  of  death.  The  rail  feiice  becomes  a 
sheet  of  fire,  heating  the  atmosphere  like  a  furnace ;  jets  of  flame 
and  pnffs  of  smoke  issue  forth ;  the  engagement  has  commenced 
in  earnest.  The  Twenty-seventh  is  VvTirmly  engaged.  We  are 
exposed  to  an   annoying  fire  without  the  privilege  of  retunn'ng  it.  ^ 

Our  men  are  dropping  continually,  some  dead,  others,  more  fortunate,  J 

wounded.     'Not  a  man  fire!'    comes  the  order,  and  so  we  look  on  I 

terribly  impatient,     Shmdintf  inactive  within  the  ranrie  of  fire  on  the  I 

field  of  buttle  nuts  to  test  the  courao'c  of  the  soldier.     '  "  1 

"  Far  away  in  an  oblique  direction  to  the  right,  we  see  solitary  | 

pnfTs  of  smoke  fi-oni  the  trees,  and  the  whizzing  bullets  of  the  sharp-  1 

shooters  sheltered  there  come  uncomfbrtablv  near.     One  shot  cut  the  % 

gun-strap  of  m.y  left  hand  man,  and  burned  my  ovvn  knuckles.     At  i 

length,  a  movement  relieves  our  suspense:  'On  third  division  deploy  ;1 

column!'     When  fcnined  in  battalion  line,  the  left  wing  was  detached,  | 

ordered  to  advance  and  0|>en  fire.     The  Kinth  New^  Jersey  now  mov-  I 

ing  forward,  meets  tiie  General,  wdjo  receives  the  cheers  of  the  men. 
In  an  instant  tlte  rebel  fire  is  concentrated  upon  them.  They  press 
on,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  in  our  fVont,  take  position,  opening  fire 
for  the  lirst  time.  The  sun  is  now  down  and  night  draws  on  its 
mantle  of  darkness.     Heckman  sends  to  the  rear  for  reenforcements,  | 

but  word  cotnes  back  not  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.     We  can  | 

liear  the  cars  and  the  whistle  of  the  locomotives  bringing  fresh  troops  | 

to   the   enemy,   and   it  is    a   warning  that  we  had  better  get  away.  I 

General  lleckman  arid  sialY  are  on  ilie  right  of  our  regiment,  a  mark  | 

for  siiarp-shooters.      Heckman's  horse  rears  ar.d  sinlcs   io  tlie  earth,  | 

dead.     The  general,  with  no  change  of   countenance,  disengages  him-  | 

self  from  the  fallen  animal,  and,  turiung  to  his  aide-de-camp,  requests  I 

his  horse  ;  the  aide  dismounts,  ileckman  vaults  into  tJie  saddle,  reins  | 

in  the  steed  to  the  same  position  just  occu[>ied  by  the  dead  horse,  and.  I 

as  innnovaliie  as  a  statue  of  marble,  v.'atehes   the  -issue.     A  courier  | 

a[)pears,  a[)proaching  with  s[»eed.     He  reaches  the   General — ^a  few 
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Imrrled  wor<ls.  and  immediately  orders  are  issued  to  withdraw.  At 
seven  o'clock  we  fall  back  and  the  enoinv  follows.  At  eight  o'clock 
the  enemy  retires  from  our  front,  and  at  ten  o'clock,  tired  and 
exhausted,  we  bivouac. 

"The  loss  of  our  regiment  is  four  killed  and  fifteen  wounded. 
Thus  closed  the  initial  engagement  of  our  campaign  in  Virginia." 

Li  tliat  recormoissance  kaown  as  Port  Walthal  Juiictiou,  two 
of  our  -woanded  men  were  mortally  injured,  and  the  dead  were 
left  upon  tlie  field.  LieutenaQi-Colonel  Moulton  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Twenty-fifth  i\iassacliusetts  in  this  .affair.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  was  not  larire  and  lie  broati;ht  no  artillery 
into  action. 

LIST     OF     KILLED     AXD     WOUNDKD     Or     THE     TWEXTY-FIFTH     MASSACHUSETTS 
AT     TOUT    WALTHAL,    VA.,    MAY    6tU,    1864. 

.-  :■  ':.  ■-•■-■''"■  ■■■■^;    .•■■•::;■,  ■,  ^         Killed,  '       ^     .■,■,•■.:,.,■:.;  .  ■  :  ;.-.v;.  ;■  ' - ' ' 

Privates  .Jere.  P.  Sauboru,  George  Howe,  Cuia|)ai;y  C ;  Alonxo  Skinuer, 
Company  1)  ;  Eobert  Wallis,  Company  G. 

WoarAtd. 

Corporals  Chrules  1).  Guun  (severe).  Company  G,  and  Lorenzo  K.  LovoU 
(sh-'HiMer),  of  Q<,i\]K\n\-  II.  Privates  Bernard  Moore  (neck),  Andrew  Anoae 
('<:::*,  of  Co\\\Y:^\y  C;  C  X.  Johnson  (slig:kt),  TiuuMus  CotLuu  (foot),  ox 
V'-'tup-iny  1);  >>.^,iiu;ii  Xixou  (he;i'i),  CoJiipany  P;  Edwurd  Klein  (knee),  Karl 
]\<>'!d'r  (.u-iit;,  Willi:;^  LanLr  (I'^i"-'),  Fr'Mleric  Wris.<er  (hand  and  arm),  of 
C«,'rapany  G;  Edssdn  Wilher  (hatid),  Coni]rauy  If;  Francis  Barnes  (hand), 
i'utlvT  P-:u:'iin\  (arinj,  of  Company  I;  Otis  D.  Cooper  (leg),  Company  K. 


CHESTERFIELD     JUNCTION.  sL    ;  r  ^    f' •:. 

The  next  dav,  May  7th,  Ilcckman's  Brigade  returned  to  the 
railroad,  the  pUice  of  the  reconnoissanee  of  the  previous  day, 
named  by  tlic  ijrigade  '•  fleekman's  Farm."  The  First  Di'.i- 
sion.  (General  Brooks,  moved  to  tlie  riglit.  In  passing  over  the 
field  at  Fort  Walthal,  the  dead  of  the  previous  day  were  found 
a.s  they  fell,  and  burial  |)ariies  proceeded  to  give  them  decent 
burial.     F  it  stiange  that  an  enemy  refusing  interment  to  a 


274  TWEXTY-FIFTII  MASSACHUSErrS. 

fLiUen  foo,  should  stri|)  tlie  dead  of  clothing  and  rol»  them  of  I 

tlie  litile  valuables  they  possessed?     Thus  stripped  of  clothing,  1 

broiling  ht  a  noon-day  sun,  our  dead  were  found  after  being  in  j 

pjossession  of  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours.     Upon  that  field,  j 

our  soldiers   sa\v  A\hat   made   tliem   doubt   if   any   feelirjg  -of  j 

humanity  existed  among  tlie  masses  armed  against  ns.     Nature  | 

has  planted  in  every  liuraane  man,  a  i-espect  for  the  dead  upon  j 

the  field  of  battle.     In  every  instance,  and  to  this  statement  vre  ! 

bespeak  the  attention  of  all  our  comrades,  our  lifeless  enemy  j 

was  biid  in  his  earthy  home  with  as  onucJi  care  and  tenderness  \ 

as  was  sliowm   to  our  own   dead.     Our  foe,  vrounded  and   in  1 

distress,  was  no  longer  our  foe,  but  thiC  subject  of  our  kindest  | 

care  until  made  comfortable.     Tiic  bi-ave  man  is  alwajs  kind,  | 

and  never  permits  the  inhuman  treatment  of  his  enemy,  either  | 

living  or  dead ;    bat  cowardice  is  tlie  mother  of  ci-uelty.     It  i 

was  cowardice  that  gave  a  irrml  deatli  wound  to  our  disabled  I 

soldiers  lei'tupon  the  field  —  tliat  left  our  dead  unburied  as  they  | 

fell,  robbed  them  of  money,  of  little  pictures  of  dear  ones  at  I 

home  —  left  them  in  tlie  ^un-hcat  as  naked  as  they  were  born.-  j 

The  wars  of  the  middle  ages  give  us  no  darker  st;iin  upon  | 

the  escutcheon  of  Iramanity.     The  horrors  of  the  French  rcvo-  1 

lution  jsall  be*^3re  tlic  cruel  deeds  enacted  upon  the  soil  of 
Ame]"ica  in  i\\i)  nineteenth  cenliuT.  I'hc  atrocious  barbarities 
of  the  old  religious  wacs,  th.ougli  incited  by  the  fury  of  ideas, 
mark  no  deeper  stain  upon  liunmnity,  than  the  deeds  that 
passed  under  our  own  observatio]).  The  acts  of  those  who 
plundered  our  dead  u.i)on  tlie  field  of  Port  "W^altlial,  are  not 
e.xagii'e rated  —  the  wickedness  of  the  act  is  not  too  strongly 
depicted,  and  those  \v'ho  repassed  the  field.  a;id  saw  the  condi- 
tion of  the  dear!  of  the  Twenty-fiiih  Massacliusetts,  w  ill  bear 
witness  to  the  fact  that  the  enormity  of  the  act  is  not  more 
strongly  denounced  by  tliese  written  words,  than  it  was  by  tlie 
thoughts  and  openly  expre>sed  feelings  of  the  battalion  as  it 
'    ichl 


\  remarched  over  thn' 
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Ou  Muuilay,  ^iay  Dili,  [1SG4]  a  tliird  atteinpt  was  made  to 
fovcf^  tlie  Giierav  from  pos.'^ossiou  of  the  RiclunoiK.]  and  Pcters- 
i'ur^  railroail.  As  we  have  .-eeii,  iwo  siinilar  aUria[)ts  liad 
only  ]>ariialiy  suceeeded,  and  now,  the  enemy  was  reeiiforced. 
A    hinl  does  not   dij)  into  a  spread  net  wheii  it  sees  another 
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l^  l;p0D   reaehing  the  point  near  the  railroad,  tlie  enemy  was 

jl'.  found  in  force,  and  dispositions  of  troops  were  made  to  resist  ; 

any  attack  that  might  be  made.     The  artillery  hurried  into  j 

position   and   the  infantry  was  formed  in  support.     Very  soon  j 

the  ai'tillery  opened  and  the  enemy  replied  and  during  nearly  i 

0.11  the  day,  the  booming  of  cannon,  the  bnrsiing  of  shell,  and  | 

the   ilring  of  musketry,  kept  up  a  constant  din.     The  noise  j 

however  was  the  most  sevci'e  trial  of  that  day,  in  the  position  f 

lield  by  Ileckman's  Brigade,  if  we  except  the  terrible  heat.  j 

The  sun  poured  down  its  most  scorching  rays,  and  the  soldiers,  I 

already  exhausted  by  the  marchino-s  since  debarkino;  from  the  | 

steamers,  and  the  efforts  of  the  day  previous  at  Port  Walthal,  j 

found  it  very  difficult  to  sustain  themselves  vr'ith  that  vigilance  i 

wliich  the  surroundirsgs  demanded.  During  the  day  many  of 
the  brio'ade  were  overcome  bv  the  lieat  and  were  compelled  to  ^ 

retire  to  the  rear.  i 

Upon  the  right,  Bi'ooks'  Division  -^vas  "warmly  engaged  with 
tlie  enemy.  After  an  effort  which  seemed  at  first  almost  fuiile, 
Brooks ,  succeeded    in   driving   the    rebels   from    the    railroad,  j 

whicli  lie  proceeded  to  destroy.  For  a  very  long  distance, 
tli(;  ties  wci^e  burned,  the  rails  healed  and  tvvisted  into  knots, 
anil  the  road  was  tiius  demoralized  to  an  extent  that  it  could 
liOt  Iji;    again    uscvl    for  some   days,  at  least.     Tlie  telegraph  * 

I'Oles  and  vires,  weie  al>o  destroyed. 

The  success  of  Brooks  was  uiidoubtedly  owing  to  th.c  fact, 
iliut  our  briu'ade  and  other  troops  on  the  left,  continued  to 
k'.'rp  ihe  eneniy  so  well  occupied,  that  they  could  not  spare 
ai]v  of  their  force  to  mai'ch  an'ainsl  tlie  ri2,'ht. 
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bird   ill    its   meshes,  and   men   certainly   ought    to  have   more  I 

pcrs])icacity    than    the   little    birds   of    the    air ;    but   a   tliird  1 

attempt  was  ordered  and  exeeuted.     In  this  movement,  three  |  ' 

divisions  of  the  Tent!)    Corps  and  two  of  tlie  Eighteentli  were  I 

engaged,   but   onr   account   will  be  concentrated  mostly  upon  1 

Ileckman's    Brigade.      A   portion    of   the   troops    moving   to  | 

tlie    right,    faced    toward    Richmond,    while    the    remainder.  | 

including   tlse    Star    Brigode,   faced    southward,    and    at    two  I 

o'clock    in    the    afternoon    commenced    skirmishing   with    the  1 

enemy,    driving   him    into  his    works  at    Sv/ift's    ci-eek   three  | 

miles  from  Petersburg,  on  the  riglit  bank  of  whicli  he  occu-  | 

pied  a  stroiig  position.     During  tlie  day,  forces  were  engaged  I 

destroying  the  railroad.  | 

The  Twentv-fifth  Massachusetts  left  Cobb's  hill  at  half^past  I 

live  o'clock  in  tlic  morning,  moving  towards  Petersburg,  and  | 

wlien    vitliin    live    niiles    of    that    place,    line    of    battle   was  | 

formed  aud   the  battaliors    moved,   supported  by   the  Twenty-  | 

third    Massacluisetts,  vvnth   the    Tvventy-seventli    Massachusetts  | 

on   the    right — moving    foi'ward    under    a   fire    of   shell    lYom  | 

a  battery.     Advancing  a  mile,  the  enemy  was  met    in  force,  I 

the   battalion    with   the    brigade    opening    fire    and    becoming  | 

hotly  engaged.     At  tlie  position  near  Ari'owfleld  cliurch,  tlie  1 

l>rigadc  "\>as  formed  in  two  lines,  tke  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-  I 

seventh   Massacluisetts  in  tlie  first  line,  and   the  Twenty-tliird  | 

Massachusetts  and  Ninth  New  Jersey  in  the  second  line.     The  | 

'I'werilv-hlfii  ]>lassaclrusctts  liad  six  hundred   men  on  tkc  field,  I 

and  these  were  the  sound  men  of  the  battalion— -no  better  six  | 

liundred   soldiers   ever  foi'mcd   a  battle  line.      In   bravery,  in  I 

•morale^  tliese  six  hundred  men  were  not  a  whit  behind  tlie  six  .1 

hundred  wlio   folhywed   Lord  Cardigan  upon  his  reckless  and  I 

fruitless    charge   in   front   of  Balaclava.      After    forming    line  I 

of  battle,  Colonel  Pickett  tlircw  out  Comj)any  K  under  Lien-  j 

tenarit  Daly,  as  skirmishers.  •  | 

When  artillery  opened  iii'c,  the  skirmishers  were  withdrawn, 
the  Tweiity-seventh  ^lassacliusetts  formed  on  the  right  with  the 
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Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  on  the  left  of  tlie  turnpike  road. 
A  section  of  the  Foui'th  United  States  Regular  Artillery 
occujfied  the  road  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts,  and  opened  a  rapid  and  well  directed  fire, 
but  withdrew  the  moment  it  was  discovei'cd  that  the  enemy 
was  forming  for  a  cliarge,  the  evident  purpose  being  to 
"        .       ca{)tnre  tlie  guns. 

The  movement  of  the  enemy  was  clearly  seen,  and  "was 
observed  by  Heckman  vdio  sent  his  orders  rigid  and  left. 

ll  was  a  moment  of  intense  anxiety,  a  moment  when  a 
llioiisand  thoughts  crowd  i^pon  the  mind.  Tlie  leader  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  ^lassacliusetLs  knew  liis  officers  and  he  had 
confidence  in  them  and  the  men  who  forjned  the  weli-kndt 
line. 

■   A  shout  was  heard,   a  yell,  and    the   rebel   line  was  seen 
■      advancing  —  charging  dovrn  in  splendid  style  across  the  open 
field.     Tiie  momeui   Pickett  saw  them   coming,  he   gave  the 
.  order  "cease  firing!''     '' flold  your  fire  men  imtii  you  get 

the  v/ord  !  "  '-  Steady,  men  !  steady  ! ''  and  the  men  of  the 
Twenty-firtli  and  ail  in  tliat  brigade  line  stood  firm  to  nieet 
the   inipact  of   tlie  coming  mass.  j 

At  this  tin.ic  most  of  the  "right  vring  "  of  the  Tvrenty-fifrh  i 

iK'cnjiied  an  opeii  s|)nce,  having  a  clear  view  of  the  movements  | 

of  tlit'  eneinv.     The  "hift  winir"  in  continuation  of  the  estab-  ! 

li^hcd  line,  was  under  the  immediate  con;imand  of  Major 
Asiwo'jd,  and  the  companies  of  this  portion  of  tin:;  regiment 
v,t.'rc,  i;y  ttie  fornuition  of  tlie  ground,  under  cover  of  the  tim- 
licr,  ^0  I'aat  the  advancing  enemy  could  not  be  seen,  but  could 
f  be  lieai'd  as  tlie  charging  baitalions  advanced.    The  Colonel  in 

I  command  of  the  regiment,  occupied  a  position  very  near  the 

I  centre  of  the  battaliori  wliere  he  had  a  view  of  the  enemy  in 

I  front,  and,  observin.g  that  our  left  vring  had  overda[)|)ed  the 

I  right  of  the  ap}»roaching  rebel  colunm,  he   arranged  with  the 

I  Major,  that   at  the   proper  moment,  the   fire  of   tiie   left  wing 

I  t-ltuuld  be  delivered  "  right  oblique,"  whik^.   at  the   same  time 

*.  tlie  right  winix  fired  direct. 
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The  yelling  line  came  on,  steady  — imdauiitecl  —  came  on 
to  witliin  twenty  or  tliiriy  yards,  and  then  tlie  clear  voice 
of  the  Colonel  was  heard  echoing  down  the  line,  "  Ready 
the  Twenly-fifih!  Fire!"  A  sheet  of  flame  flashed  out  — 
the  blue  smoke  like  a  "curtain  veiled  the  scene,  and  when  it 
lifted,  a  few  staggering  men  were  all  that  was  left  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  South   Carolina  I 

The  impetuosity  of  the  charge,  the  m.omentuni  of  the 
onslaugiit  will  be  better  a];preciat.ed,  when  we  state  that  it 
vsas  so  great,  that  some  of  tlie  rushing  mass  halted  inside 
of  our  lines,  and  one  burly  iellow  came  directly  into  Colonel 
Pickett's  arms,  as  if  he  would  crush  him  with  his  over- 
weight. The  Coloriel  gave  him  a  wiiirl  and  asked  him, 
perhaps  not  very  politely,- — "  ^\niat  are  ojou  lierc  for?"  as  if 
the  poor  fellow,  fi-iglitened  out  of  Ids  v.itS;  had  enough  of  tliem 
left  to  give  au  inteliigeiit  ansv/er  1  Tlie  Johnny  however  must 
say  sciaolliing,  and  so  he  told  liim  tluit  the  ^'  Confederates 
are  flanking  you  uns  !  "  '•  Well,  sir,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  We 
can  take  care  of  that,  but  t/oif  get  to  the  re-u'  as  quick  as  you 
can  move,  or  we  will  Jlank  you  I " 

It  was  a  singular  coincidence,  that  in  tliis  engagement,  the  | 

Tvrenly-tliir<l,  Twenty-hfth  and.  Twenty-sevenlli  ^Massachusetts  ] 

Ilegiinents   were    br(Uighi  face   to  fj;ice   wiili  the  regiments  of  1 

South    Cin'uliua   bearing   the   same  numericals,  and  Ibrming  a  \ 

iM'igade  togelher.  |' 

Neitlicr    pDxly   had    any    advantage    of    })Osition,    and    the  i 

struggle   was   a   fair   test   of    brave   endurance.      Tlie   sons  of  j 

Mossaehnsctts    manfully    met    the    onset,    and    the    misguided 
sons   of    South   Carolina   were   ''  hurled   Ijack   in  the  greatest  j 

confusiori   leaving   tlieir   dead   and   wounded   upon   the   held."  1 

[Colonel  Pickett's  ollicial  report.] 

Tlie   Twenty-third,  Twenty-fifth   and   Tvv-enty-seventh   South  j 

Carolina  .  iiaualions    met    tiie  'Twenty-third,    Twenly-lifih    and  j 

Twenty-seventh    ^lassaeluisctts  and   melted   away   as   the   dew  •' 

melts    before    the    rising;    jun. 
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xVmoiig  the  killed  was  First  Lieutenant  Charles  E.  Upton, 
iii  coiiiniaticl  of  Company  I. 

Lieutenant  Upton  was  probal)Iy  the  youngest  officer  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  for  he  was  but  twenty 
years  of  age,  yet  he  had  lived  long  enough  to  make  himself 
the  idol  of  many  liearts  in  the  home-circle,  long  enough  to 
make  himself  honored  and  res|)ccted  by  his  brother  oiScers, 
as  he  had  been,  and  was  at  his  death,  by  all  connected  with 
Company  P. 

lie  was  one  of  trie  first  to  enlist  in.  that  cora{)any,-and  having 
a!)out  him  the  elements  of  a  true  soldier,  Captain  Foss  at  once 
made  him  a  Sergeant.  In  tliat  positi(m  he  secured  the  love  of 
all  In?  comrades.  Ve  have  heard  many  of  them  speak  of 
Ciiarlic  Upton  in  the  most  tender  terms.  He  Vv'as  early  pro- 
moted to  be  Second  Lieutenant  and  this  ^\'as  followed  In'  his 
promotion  to  a  First  Lieutenoncy.  One  of  the  ui embers  of 
Company  F  wrote  the  following  words  about  the  dead  lieuten- 
ant, iu  a  ktter  publislicd  at  the  time  in  the  Worcester  Spy :  — 

*•  h\  Lic'utenam  U[>ton's  death  we  have  met  with  a  severe  lu>-. 
Though  we  shall  miss  the  kind  and  genial  comrade,  tlie  brave  and 
^'■:nlaiit  solih*-r,  the  true  and  atFectionatc  friend,  yet  we  1'0V\'  in  hutnble 
N\2l-;nis-I(ju  lo  His  holy  will." 

•  Ln  his  ofiieiid  report,  Colonel  Ficketl  thus  p])eaks  of  Lieu- 
ietiani  Upton: —      r,;,  u-.  r^ <,--,■;  >','^i.■  ,-..-• 

■  '*  Youiig,  bnvve  and  patrlotie,  he  v-'as  among  the  first  to  offer  his 
serviees  to  bis  couutry,  entering  irito  all  the  r.ria,ls  and  liardslnps  of  a 
!^c}Mier\s  litV;  with  a  elieerfalness  of  disposition  and  buoyancy  of  spirit^ 
wlv.eh  gained  for  him  the  respect  ar.d  confidence  of  his  superior 
oOieers.  rrom})t  in  the  jierformance  of,  and  attentive  to  all  liis 
duties,  kind  arid  atlbctionate  to  those  navier  Ids  command,  he  won 
the  esteem  and  love  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  met  a  soldier's 
d^ra.t}!,  dyiiiii  ut  tlie  head  of  his  command  as  victory  crowned  our 
eilbrts.'' 
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f  From  an  iritiniate  acquaintance  with,  yovuia;  [Jptoii,  wc  cannot 

1  feel  justiiied  as  to  the  discharge  of  diiiv  to  the  meinory  of   a 

i  brave  friend,  without  adding  a  personal  endorscnient  of  the 

\  official  panegyric.     Others  died   upon  tliai  field  who  held  no  | 

commi^-^sion,   men   who   are   afrectionately   rciriomtjered   by   the  | 

writer  and  by  many  others  who  will  read  tliese  pages.     Wo  | 

only  regret  that  in  a  w^ork  of  this  kind  we  are  unable  to  I 

devote    a   poge,  or   at   le;"v5[    a   paragraph ^  to    such   personal  | 

3ioticc   of    each,   as  their  characters    deserve.      Such    general  | 

',  personal    review  and   minute    detail    however,   is  -  out   of  the  | 

\  question.  I 

\   ■  Immediately  after  tiie  cliarge,  the  ammunition  being  nearly 

j  expended,  Sei-geant  \Vhiie  of  Company  II  was  ordered  to  take 

I  two  men  froivi  each  company  and  go  to  the  reor  for  amnumiiion. 

I  In  |)erlnrin;{nce  of  tills  duty,  the   Scrgeaiit  pub^cd  to  the  front 

I  to  reach  tlie  road,  and   in  doing  so  })asscd  over  tiie  spot  where 

;■  most  of  the  enemy  fell  dead  or  wounded.     In  one   place  he 

:  .-',  counted  five  Confederates  Hte]'ally  piled  one  upon  the  top  of 

•     '■■ ,         another,  all   of  them  dead.     This   vras   the   spot  to  which  it 
;  was    said   Captain    Ilammonu's   Company  of   tlie  Twenty-ilfth 

:.  South  Carolina  chai-ged.     GiiO  of  the  vvouoded   Confederates  | 

lying  tliere,  ^aid  he  belongeu  to  Jlannjiond's  Conipany.  | 

Among  the  wounded  in.  this  action,  was  jjientenant   Drennan,  | 

then  Acting  Quartermaster  of  the  Twenty-hflli   Massachusetts.  j 

Though  not  holding  a  fighting  position,  the  Lieutenant  made  it  | 

a  point  to  be  well  up  to  the  front,  and  being  tiiere  on  this  day,  | 

was  dibcovered  by  General    Ilecknran  who  requested  him  to  act  | 

as  bearer  of  dispatches.     He  had  just  conveyed  an  order  to  | 

Colonel  Pickeit  at  fliu  time  of  the  charge  of  the  South  Caro-  | 

lina   .llrigade,  and   when   the  em3my  came   dovvui,   stood   there  I 

■  encouraging    tlie    soldiers    to   stand    firm.      Lieutenant    Upton  | 

;  was    by   his   side   wlien    killed,   and    Diciiuan   caught   him    in  | 

;  his    arms    as    lie    fell.      Upt<m,    siiot    ihrongh    the    head,    did  | 

^  not    speak.       It    was    immediately    after    this    that    Drennan  | 

received   a   \s'oun(1    in    his   riiiht    l<nee   frijm   a   spherical   case  | 
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i  i  shot.      After   the   woiiad    had    been    bandaoed    by    Assistant 

\  I  Surgeon    lioyt,  Drennan    kept  on   his    duty   with    the   aid    of 

I  \  a  rudely  made  crutch,  improvised  on  the  field. 

f  f  The   enemy   had   been   punished    so   severely    that   he    did  | 

I  I  not  again   attempt  to   force  our  lines.     Pickets  were  thrown  } 

I  I  out,  the  men   sheltered   theuiselves   in  the  woods  as  well  as  | 

I I  they  could,  and  lay  on  their  arms.  During  the  night  there  I 
i  *  was  constant  firiug  between  the  pickets,  and  several  times  r 
I  i  a  momentary  attack  was  expected.  We  held  the  extreme  \ 
fj  ris^ht  of  the  line  at  this  time.  Brooks  held  "the  left,  and  i 
l\  during  most  of  the  night,  his  troops  had  warm  work  in  j 
j?  holding  the  position.  There  was  little  sleep  that  night,  and  ] 
}.l  the  next  morning  at  ten  o'clock  the  soldiers,  much  exhausted 

||  by  the  heat,  the  effects  of  the  preceding  day's  eflbrt,  and  the 

I'l  untiring  vigilance  required  through  the  nigiit,  and  being  out 

^'  of  rations,  were  relieved  and  marched  to  the  rear  to  obtain  I 

rest  and  an  opportunity  to  make  coflee,  but,  in  consequence  of  | 

an  attack  upon  the  Tenth  Corps,  the  Eighteenth  Corps  fell 
back  to  the  lines  at  Cobb's  hill.  The  action  of  the  9th  is 
known  as  tlie  battle  of  ''  Arrowfiekl  Church." 

May   11th,  General  Ileckman  promulgated  a  general  order 
indicating  his  appreciation  of  the  brigade  he  commanded: —   ' 

n':'a(]«|u;vrt"i's  Tirst  Brigade,  SecoQcl  Division,  Ei,L:htt.-euth  Corps. 
In  the  tield,  ^luv  11th,  1S64. 
Gcneval  Orders,  } 
Xo.  S-J.  C 

The  Gencrul  Commaiidini:  takes  oroat  pleasure  in  retni-nin'^- 
to  the  gallant  oiFu.'crs  and  men  of  his  conuuand,  his  tiianks  for  the  noble  rnan- 
lior  in  which  they  liave  discharu'cd,  tlieir  duties  since  the  openiiiL.''  of  tlie  j^reseut 
can!paiL;n.  The  unviahlo  reputatii'n  Mduidi  chey  liad  attained  has  heeri  sustaiueil 
in  a  nohle  and  creditable  n.ianner,  and  the  Comnjandijnr  Gicueral  avouM  Tiot  only 
be  doing  great  injustice  to  ins  feelings,  but  to  the  othcers  anil  men  of  his  com- 
mand, did  he  fail  to  notice  it.  The  fatigue  and  privation  suffered  ^vithout  a 
mnrniur,  are  but  ciiaraeteristio  of  tiie  brigade,  and  tlie  punhslinieut  inflicted 
np:)n  tlie  rebels  is  one  of  the  many  lessons  tliat  'wili  cause  them  e\er  to 
•  remember  and  fear  tlie  Stau  Brigade. 

By  commaiitl  of 

Briuadiei'-General  C.  A.  Hkckmax. 
\V.  TI.  Am- 1.,  A.  A.  (,'. 
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\  LIST     OF     KILLED     AND     WOUNDED     OF     TJIE     TW'ENT  i'-FIFTH     MASS  ACIIU^ETT- 

I  VOLCNTJiLKS    AT    ARROWFIELD    CHURCH,   VA.,    MAY    OtIL    18G4. 

\ 

■■.:.:■  .^'-V  KiUcd. 

Lieutenant  Charles  E.  Upton,  Company  F;  Corpora].^!  Xathan  B.  Garfield, 
\  ■  Company  I;    Warren   0.   CN>rtester,   Company  K;    Privates  Albert  Cook  au'l 

i  ■.  .  Charles  A.  Hortoii,  Company  B;    Timothy  Megery,  EjiliraiTn  Smith,  Edward 

I  .•'■■.  iJoulan,   Company  E;    Milan  B.   Walte,   Hiram  Gates,   Company  E;    Frank 

I  ■  Miller,  Company  Cr;    George  Greenwood,  J.  E[.  Orr,  Coiujjauy  I. 

1  -  Wo'inded. 

^.  -■       -^  ■■.,   ■    .  .  . 

I  i'  First  Lientenarit  M.  B.  Besscy  (conlnsion  of  chest),  First  Lieutenant  J.  IM. 

I  ;    '     .  Dreunan,  Acting-  Kcg-imental   Quarterm.Tster   (leg-);    Sergeants  T.   M.   Wanl 

\  (leg).  Company  x\  ;  William  J.  Bond.  (Ijreast),  and  Luke  T.  Erury  (arrn)  Com- 

I  parsy  K ;  Corporals  S.  A.  l'ockv,-ood  (arm,  sinee  amputated),  and  E.  L.  jNIoore 

[       ■      '     '    .  ■■  (iiead)-,  Conipanv  E;  Charles  J.  Teruiy  (leg,  severe),  and  A.  W.  Clark  (thigh). 

I  ;^, :.  Company  K  :  Eiiv-ur-j,  Company -V,  Lyinau  J.  PreiUice  (groia,  died),  Augustur^ 

;.     ■     .  Stone  (arm  amputated),  Xelson  Tili'any  (severe),  Charles  II.  Knowiton  (hand), 

Charles  A.  Mayers  (leg),  James  White  {li:^^,  died),  James  Iverwin  (leg).     Com- 

])aiiy  B,  Charles  A,  ilorton  (mortally),  James  Conice  (arm),  Eli  G.  Bali  (head). 

Company   C,   G'-'Orge  J.  Fayweaiher  (arm),  A.  L.  Bush   {\?g).     Company  E, 

|.  •  ;■  Patri.  k   Burk   (eyes),    Hugh    Kenny   (side),   Edward   Eoherts    (leg),    Eichard 

i  --  Donovaii   (leg),  Josepii  Lightfoot   (shoulder),  James  Galiegan   (iiand),  James 

V, .  -  ?*I'jlley   (hand),  Owen  Finnegan  (liand),  Felix  McCann  (slight),  Eoss  McCanu  | 

-.,    ■    .  (forehead),  Aml-rix-c  M^Keuna  (arm),  Peter  Kenny  (arm).    Company  F,  0.  W.  | 

■  '  Brown  (h-jg).     Compaiiy  G,  George  Eanslier  (liea-l).     Conipauy  H,  J.S.Cook  \ 

(hand).      Company   I,   G.   A.   Gleason   (arm,  severe),   Tjiouu'.s  E.  Greenwood  j- 

■      ■',    ..  (severe),    Thomas    Fallon    (severe),    S.   F,  Jillson  (arm),   7>can(hjr   Hathaway  } 

!  ■  (idp),  S,  Frost  (knee),  J. W.  Blood  (arm).     Compauy  K,   xVugus*  us  G.  Eemond  | 

''--.-'  (leg),  Joh]i  II.  I.)evere;iux  (faee,  ("waI),  Sanuiel  Presion  (log),  Alhert  Stockdale  I 

\  ■        -    ■  (leg),  Henry  IE  Bt-Uo^vs  (hody),  Myron  AV".  Davis  (leg).  I 

I     ■      •■     "■    ■  "  C^ne  ofricer  and  t^^-elve  men  killed,  two  otiirers  and  forty-seven  n)en  w-ounded. 

i  '"'    '  Total  killed  and  wounded,  sixtv-tw'o. 


ii 
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CHAPTER     XIY. 


FORT      DARLING- — A      LINP]     TOO     LONG      AND      THIN  —  DREWRY  S 
!  BLUFF  —  KILLED,        WOUNDED        AND        CAPTURED — BUTLER 

t  BOTTLED     UP,     AND      AVHi' MOVEMENT     TO     AVHITE     iiOUSE 

I  .  LANDING  —  FIFTEEN    MILES     OUT    OF    THE    WAY DUST    AND 


DEAD     MULES. 


X   the   12tli    of    May,   after   two   days   of    inaction,   a 
general  advance  vras  made  in   the  direction  of   Rich- 
mond.     At    noon    of    that    day,    ITeckman's    Brigade 
i'  coiiinienced   shirmisliing  with   tlio  enemy,   pressing   him  back 

I  ov(T    Pr(>ctor's    creek,    where    our    troops    bivouaced    for   tiic 

f  nil!'!']!.     On  tl;e  morniiiiZ'  of  the  l-^>th,  the  briiiaile  a2:ain  moved 

5  fjru-iis'd,  forciii2  thiC  enemy  ir^to  his  intrenchiricnts  at  Drewrv's 

\ 

I  iMcvvTv';-  blulf   Oil  Liie   river  side,  formed  a  bold  eminence 

t  tw'j  him.dred  feet  in  hei;2:ht,  about  nine  miles  below  Richmond 


at  a  point  vs'here  tlie  river  v  as  narrow.  The  river  itself  was 
proi.eeteJ  by  .spiles  a  ad  sunken  vessels,  while  the  vrater  batl'.jiies 
and  hoavy  ordnance  in  the  work  known  as  Fort  Darling, 
which  crowned  the  summit  of  tlie  bluff,  commanded  the  James 
as  far  down  as  Chapin's  bluR'  on  the  loft  bank. 

■  V"[>on  the  land  side,  Fort  Darling  frown.ed  upon  all  assailants. 
It  v/as  a  remarkably  strong  position,  and  this  is  proved  by  tlie 
fact  that  daring  all  the  war,  it  successfidly  withstood  the 
•iiSMiuhs  of  the  combir,ed  ariav  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
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States.  A  deep  ravine  encircled  the  fort,  and  tliere  was  also  a 
deep  and  wide  dry  ditch,  through  which  rifled  batteries  com- 
manded a  full  sweep.  The  surface  of  the  earth  about  tlie  bluif 
was  rough  and  broken,  difficult  at  any  tijne  to  pass  over  with 
ease,  the  dilHculties  of  the  passage  at  the  time  of  which  we 
write,  being  greatly  enhanced  by  fiillen  timber  and  linos  of 
abatis.  Seen  at  a  little  distance,  the  earthworlvs  and  cannon 
of  Fort  Darling  appeared  formidable  ;  a  nearer  approacli  only 
made  manifest  the  fact,  that  the  extensive  worlsis  covered  with 
shotted  cannon,  did  not  impose  the  severest  ta-s^k  to  be  sur- 
I  mounted  iji  tlic  attempt  to  capture  the  position.     It  was  in  front 

I  of  this  stronghold  uf  tlie  enemy,  that  our  troops  T\'orked  their 

I  way  and  drove  the  enemy  into  his  outer  intrenchments.     Hold- 

i  .  ing  this  position,  constant  skirmishing  was  maintained  for  two- 

days   and   nights,   and,  to    a  certain   extent,  the    enemy  was 
:  '  prevented  from  working  his  guns. 

i  -  AVe  now  come  to  the  lotl:  of  May,  and  find  the  troops  posted^ 

!  •  *  with  Heckman's  Brigade  on  the  right,  and  on  its  immediate 

;  left,  the  Eleventh  and  Twenty-first  Connecticut,  Second  New 

I  Hampshire  and  Onc-hundred-and-forty-eigiith  Ne\v  York  "^'olun- 

\  teers,  of  "Wistar's  Brigade.     There  was  a  surprising  inactivity  J 

as  to  a  movement  forward,  but  the  men,  as  if  aware  that  tlie 
position  wos  full  of  danger,  exteniporizcd  their  bnyonets,  tin 
cujis,  and  in  many  instances  their  tin  plates,  into  intrenching 
tools,  and  tlirew  up  such  earthworks  as  they  could  as_  a 
protection  against  rebel  bullets.  The  skirmish  lirie  was  od- 
vanced  to  the  brow  of  the  abrupt  declivity,  at  the  Inise  of 
which  flows  Palmer's  creek,  and  beyond  which  rose  a  gradual 
slope,  formerly  timber  land,  but  which  at  that  time  had  been 
cleared.  Upon  the  crest  of  this  slope  v/as  the  eiiemy's  second 
line  of  earthvvT)rks,  and  behind  them,  frowrdng  Fort  Darling. 
;  The   day   was   one   of   clouds    and    drizzling    rain,   adding    to 

i  the  discomiort  ot  the  men.     The  Confedd'ates  made  a  furious 

\  demonstration   ogainst  our   brigade,   and   firing,  more  or   less 

sharp,  was  kept  up  until  tour  o'clock,  P.  m.     During  the  day, 

\  ' 

\ 
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the  men  of  Wlsiar's  Brigade  employed  their  s})are  moments  in 
winding  telegraph  Avires  around  the  stumps  and  so  extending 


i  them  to  the  right  and  left,  as  trippers  for  the  enemy  if  they  I  • 

I  charged    in    tliat    direction.     And    then,    as    the   day    vvaued, 

I  the    sun  stole  out   from    below   the   western    clouds,    lighting 

[  up    the    faces    of   weary   men,   many    of    whom    would    never 

see  another  setting,  while  its  rays  illumined  the  forest  trees,  [ 

making  each  branch  and  leaf  radiant  with  flashing  rain  drops.  1- 

Later  in  the   evening  came  orders  for   a   general  advance  | 

at  five  o'clock  the  next  morning.  -  j 

f  Beauregard    was    in    command   of    the    Confederate    forces.  i 

'$  His    army    consisted   of   the    brigades  of   Barton,   Corse   and  \ 

\  'J'erry  at  Drewrv's  blutl"    and   the   brie-ade  of    Whitino;,   who  \ 

I  , commanded  at  Petersburg.     '.Flie   Confederate   government  at  i 

\  li/ichmond,  satisfied  that  Petei'sburg  could  not  be  successfully  | 

I  defended   and   held,  on   the    loth  of   May,   oi'dcred    General  1 

Wliiting  to  evacuate  the  place  and  move  his  troops  to  Drew-  I 

ry's    l)lutf.      Beauregard    countermanded   tlie    oi'der,    and    di-  j 

rccted  Whiting  to  move  his  brigade  into  position  to  fall  upoii  1 

Butler's  left  flank,  and  cobperate  in  an  attack  upon  the  front  \ 

ami  right,  which  he   designed  for  the  morning  of   the  16tli.  j 

Wliiting  was  ordered  to  strike  Butler's  left  flank  and  immedi-  j 

atoly  seize  tiie  line  of   relj-eai,  holding  the  roads  leading  to  i 

r>crnHn]a  lirrndj'C'ds.  The  plan  of  Beauregard  Vk"as  Avell 
devised  —  nothing  could  be  better  ari-auged  for  him,  provided 
his  lieutenants  oiM/yed  orders.  Here  was  the  trouide.  Whit- 
ing, for  some  unexplaijied  j-eason,  entirely  failed  to  niakc  any 
movement,  tluis  dlM-beying  the  orders  of  his  superior. 

ll(M:kman's  Briga<lp.  as  on  the  loth,  held  the  right  of  the 
arniy:  towards  the  left,  the  line  vv-as  extended  by  the  remainder 
of  the  Second  IHvision  of  Weitzel,  by  ^Vistars  Brigade  and 
the  l>rigades  of  Inouks'  First  Division.  The  left  of  the  line 
was  held  by  (iiUmore's  troops  of  tlie  Tenth  Cor[is.  The  line 
was  very  long  and  too  thin  for  safety.  There  was  n)Oi'e  than  a 
mile  of  countrv  betv.'cen  the  rlukt  of  Hecknnufs  Bri^'ade  and 
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the  James  river,  a  part  of  \Yhicli  was  lield  and  guarded  by  oidj  f 

about    one    hundred    colored    cavalrymen.      Heckman,    as   we  | 

believe,  understood  the  weakness  of  the  right,  and  endeavoj-ed 
to  liave  the  lines  strengthened   in  that  direcdon,  but  without  s 

success,     llis    own   line,    already    very   weol^,    could   not   be  - 

extended.     Fortunately,  during  the  night,  Butler-  caused  the  J 

Ninth  Maine  and  One-hundred-and-twelfth  New  York  Yolun-  ' 

teers  of  Araes'  Division  of  Gillmore's  Corps,  to  report  to 
General  Smith,  and  tliese  troops,  coming  in  the  morning 
at  tlie  critical  juncture,  met  the  enemy  as  he  'made  the 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  cross  road  to  Bermuda 
Hundreds.  The  appearance  of  those  two  regiments  at  the 
right  nioment,  alone  defeated  the  enemy's  turning  movement. 

The  night  of  May  lotli  was  clear,  with  occasionally  a  light 
cloud  crossing  the  path  of   the  nioon,  and  there  was  nothing,  | 

unless  it  was  the  general  quietness  of  the  eneruy,  to  indicate  the 
pending  disaster  as  our  troops  lay  upon  their  arms.  Three 
times  during  tlie  early  night,  the  soldiers  were  called  to  arms 
to  repel  assaults  of  the  enemy,  but  soon  after  midniglit, 
everything  became  quiet  and  the  men  fell  asleep.  For  more 
than  a  mile,  as  we  have  said,  our  flank  was  unprotected. 
Beaurecrard  saw  the  weak  place.     He  savr  that  somebodv  had  I 

blrmdced,  and  he  proposed  to  take  advantage  of  it.     Towards  f 

morning,  as  if  to  aid  tlie  designs  of  the  enemy,  a  thick 
fog  enveloped  tlie  army  of  tlie  James,  an  impenctraljle  fog 
that  hung  down  u])ori  the  re})Osing  soldiers  like  a  curtain, 
so  iliat  notliing  could  be  seen  at  the  distance  of  a  few  yards. 
Beauregard  worked  his  troops  silently  into  the  unguarded 
space  ;  slowly  they  stole  to  the  right  of  our  line  and  soon 
tliey  were  covering  the  rear  of  Heckman's  Brigade.  The 
colored  cavalry  over  somev/here  on  the  right,  saw  nothing- 
heard  nothing.  The  brigade  pickets  and  guards  stood  silently 
at  their  posts  and  heard  nothing  but  the  crickets  and  tlie  owls, 
and  tlie  heavy  breathing  of  the  army  of  sleeping  men  around 
them.     But,  like  a  ser|)ent  coiling  about  its  victim,  the  army  of 


r  i 
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Beauregard  noiselessl}'  wound  itself  about  tlio  right  of  our  line. 
Then,  at  daybreak,  they  came  crashing  along  without  word 
or  sign  of  warning.  Tiie  Twenty-fifth  ^Massachusetts  made 
the  best  fight  it  could.  Tiie  soldiers  jumped  to  the  other  side 
of  the  intreuchments.  pouring  in  volley  for  volley,  inflicting 
upon  the  charging  columns  of  the  enemy  the  most  terrible 
slaughter,  until  finally 

"  surrounded,  and  their  ammunition  exhausted,  they  were  faced  by 
the  rear  rank,  charged  the  rebel  lines,  throwing  the  eneniy  into  such 
confusion  as  to  enable  the  regiment  to  extricate  itself  from  one  of  the 
most  perilous  positions  in  which  troops  ever  found  themselves  phiced, 
reforming  tlie  line  of  battle,  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  checking 
any  further  advance  of  the  ericuiy  during  the  day,  and  at  night,  the 
column  withdrew  to  tlieir  original  lines."  [^CoIonel  Picl-etfs  report 
to  the  Stcfte  Executive.] 

In  this  engagement  the  Tsventy-fdili  Massachusetts  lost  six- 
teen men  killed,  one  officer  and  fifty-nine  men  wounded,  and 
sixty-nine  ca]:>tured  —  a  total  loss  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
live.  Other  regiments  of  the  brigade  lost  lieavily,  soliie  of 
tiiem  having  scarcely  oSicers  and  men  enough  left  to  retain 
an  organization.  Our  total  loss  was  about  f^jur  thousand  men, 
and  that  of  the  enemy,  a  little  over  tliree  tlmusand.  The 
dead,  and  wounded  a];-o,  unless  aide  to  get  away  without  help, 
were  lt;ft.  upon  tlie  field.  General  Hccknian  was  captured 
by  a  Gv'orgia  regiment,  commanded  by  a  former  Jcrscyman 
who  recognized  the  General  at  sight.  Colonel  Horace  C. 
Lee,  iu  command  o^i  the  Twenty-seventh  Massacliusetts,  was 
also  captured,  whereupon  tiie  command  of  tlie  brigade  de- 
volved upon  Golonel  rickett,  who  issued  the  necessary  orders 
for  reforming  tlie  regiments  in  the  rear  of  the  late  lield  of 
battle  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moulton  assuming  command  of  the 
Twenry-tifth  ^^lassachusctts. 

During  the  niglit  of  the  15th,  tho-e  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
^Massacliiiseits  VoUmteers  who  had  served  on  the  picket  line, 
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\{  expended  tlieir  aiiimunition,  and  on  tlic  mornina:  of  tlie  IGth, 

I  just  before  the  enemy  made  the  attack,  Ca{)fain  Foster  reported 

I  to    Colonel  Pickett   that   his    Company   I)    and   others  of  tlie 

I  regiment   were    witlmut    anmiunitioii,    and    a    detail    of    eight 

men  each  from  Companies   C   and  D,  was  ordered    to  go    to 

the  rear  inider  charge  of  Lieutenant  Wood  worth,  to  procnre 

aminnnition.     This  detail  w^nt  back  throimh   the  woods,  and  i 

'  i 

were  met   by   General    Smith,  who,   after   speaking   with    the 

Lieutenant,  sent  an  aide  to  the  ordnance  train  with  orders  to 
I  :'      hurry  up  the  ammunition  with  all  possible  speed.     Soon  after,  j 

I  the  wagon  arrived,  and  General   Smith  ordered  the  Lieuten-  i 

I  ant  with  his  mien  to  escort  it  to  tlie  Twenty-hftli    Hegiment. 

1  ■  Befoie  marching  aiiy  great  distance  on  tlie  return,  the  firing  \ 

\  being  incessant  at  the  front,  and   stragglers  hastening  to  the  \ 

rear  with   thrilling    stories   of    disaster — "  ]-egiments    all    cut  j 

up — nothino-   left    of    anvbodv    or    anvthing, "    ^-  Twentv-fifth  '. 

I  ..  Massachusetts    gone    up ! "      "  Heckman    and    all    his    staff  | 

killed. !  "  and  like   stories  whicli  were  of  course  much  exag-  f 

gerated,    ("as    usual),    Lieutenant    AVood worth    concluded    to  i 

■  s 

;  halt   where   lie   was.     lie   told   the   men  that   they  liad  heard  j 

the  order  to  go  to  the  regiment,  and  he  [iroposed  to  obey  the        •   I 

I  order  and  join  the  regiment,  and,  saying  that  he  wanted  no  \ 

nnwiilirg  sei'Vice,  asked  how  mauy  men  would  stand  by  him  in  \ 

.     '  iinding  the  regiment  and   furnishing  tliem  needed  annnunition.  | 

■    .  Fifteen   men  step|)ed   to  the  froiit.,  ''  One  pace  forward  ! ''  and  j 

only  one  man  dei^lined  to  step  forward.      Woodvrortli  told   him  | 

to  go   to  the   rear,  as  he  did   not  want  any  man  with  him  who  \ 

had  any  fears.     Vv'itli  the  fifteen  true  men  of  Companies  C  and  | 

D,  he   mo\-ed  forward,  hoping  to  be  able  to  I'each  the  Twenty-  I 

fifth    Kegiment  and   supply  its  wants.     General  AVeitzel  soon  f 

appeared  and  halted  the   Ijieutenard,  and  his  party,  saying  that  j 

if  they  went  on  further,  tlu^y  vrould    bring   np  in   lliehmond.  | 

lie   oidcred    A\'oud\vorLh   to   hn->ten   wiih   the  men  antl  waeon.  ] 

\  to  the  rear  witli  all  sr)eed.     The  order  was  obeyed,  and  alter  j 

waudei-ina-  aln^ut   under  manv  tliniculiieb  for  some  little  time,  I 
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the  reninaiit  of  the  regiment  witli  ^vhat  was  left  of  Heckman's 
Star  Brigade  was  found  at  the  White  house,  in  rear  of  the 

woods.  I 

Of  the  sixteen  men  who  marched   with  Lieutenant  Wood-  j 

worth,  fifteen  of  them  came  out  safe  and  sound,  the  only  one  | 

wounded  being  the  man  wlio  hesitated  in  the  performance  of  I 

duty,  and  left  his  comrades  to  their  fate.  j- 

Colonel  Pickett,  commanding  the  Star  Brigade,  made  report  [ 

to  Division  Headquarters,  as  follows  : — -  \ 

I 

Ou  the  15th,  at  tlie  suggestion  of  Generid  Weit/.el,  a,  smnll  -s^-ork  wns  throwii  j 

it|;»  in  our  front,  composed  of  lugs,  brunclios  of  trees,  etc.     Throughout  llie  i 

dny  brisk  firing  vra?  kept  up  between  the  skirmishers,  tvro  coiupanies  of  each  ; 

regiment  being  constantly  on  duty,  relieved  at  intervals  of  tv.o  lionrs.  During 
the  day  our  position  was  visited  by  Generals  Smicli,  Weitzel  and  Ileekman,  and 
by  order  of  tlie  fornis-r,  one  company  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  "Has  \ 

ordered  to  occupy  and   hold  a  house  situated  in  a  field  ou  our  right,  about  six  j 

hundred  yards  from  our  line.     Eitie  pits  \v-ere  dug  in  the  field  diagonally  from         /  j 

the  lino  to  the  house  and  from  the  hou.<e  to  a  point  of  woods  still  further  to  onr  j 

right,  where  they  connected  with  the  cavalry  ])ickets  commanded  by  Colonel  | 

Cole.      In  -  the   afccruoou,    the    Eighth    jMainc,    Tvventy-lirsc    Connecticut   and  i 

iSiiriety  eighth  Xew  York  Volunteers  were  ordered  to  rep')rt,  and  ^\'ere  placed 
in  position,  extending  our  line  still  n.iore  to  the  right.  TJie  company  stationed 
at  the  lionse  in  the  tleld  was  attacked  several  times  duriug  the  night  but 
rejn.d-ed  each  assault.  On  the  16th  Ave  were  aroused  at  four  o'clock,  a.  ."\[ ,  by 
a  hi-avy  skirnii.shing.  A  tliick  f'\g  existed  at  the  time,  so  dense  that  it  was 
impossible  to  discern  objects  at  tlio  distance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  yards,  and 
before  we  v.ere  a\\'are  of  it,  the  enemy  in  overwhelming  numbers  and  well  sup- 
ported by  artillery,  swept  down  upon  our  right  and  almost  at  the  same  instant 
attacked  us  in  our  rear.  Notwithstanding  every  precaution  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  a  surprise,  the  enemy  succeeded  vrith  the  help  of  tJie  dense  fog  in 
eluding  our  pickets,  and  ]>osted  a  strong  force  on  our  extreme  right  and  rear, 
only  auaitiiig  tiie  urst  streak  of  dawji  to  dash  upon  us.  Tiie  Tsinth  Xe^v 
Jersev  A'oiunreer-:  bi-ing  on  the  right,  recei\ed  tlie  tirst  sliock,  ami,  being 
attaeke<i  on  all  sides  by  a  large  force,  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  stubbornly 
lighting  and  contesting  every  inch  of  grouml,  pouring  volley  after  volley  into 
the  rebel  ranks  with  terrible  effect.  The  attack  on  the  right  seemed  to  be  the 
signal  for  a  genenil  assault  along  the  entire  line,  for  in  a  few  moments  the 
wh'/u-  lino  was  en2':i..'-i'd  an.  i  tiiat  which  before  was  perfect  darkness,  ^v'as  now  a 
brilliant  illumiir.iti'W!  front  the  lire  of  the  artillery  and  ijif.iutry.  The  men 
foughc  with  -Teat  lietvrminatiun  and  at  some  points  of  tiie  lino  it  was  almost  a 
liand  to  hand  coniiiet.     Three  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to  gain  posses- 
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sion  of  tlie  v.oks  in  front  of  the  T\\ei!ty-fiith  ]\ra=.>achusetts' ;  as  often  did  tlio 
rebt-1  colors  fall,  tin:'  enrniy  repulsprl  ^vitll  glauj^htt.T.  Tiu'  Ninth  New  Jersey 
and  Tueuty-se'.-vnth  ir:i^sneliii>ei.t?  li.'vviug-  lo.<t  all  their  tield  and  most  of  their 
comp;uiy  oltic<:r5,  ai:d  the  Tweuiy-tliird  ^.Tassachusetfj*  having-  hut  cue  lu-ld 
•otncer  lefu,/':"V;7/i  //'..//•  rra;i  out,  hravd)j.  The  Twenty-fiftii  Mus-sachu^etts  finding 
themselves  snrrijnndeil,  faced  hy  the  rear  rank  and  delivered  a  tremendous 
volley  into  the  rei»el  ranks.  Their  ammunition  beiug  expended,  a  .charge  was 
ordered  Mhich  threv.-  the  rebels  into  eonfiision,  thereby  enabling  the  regiment 
to  march  out  bj-  the  flank,  retiring  in  good  order.  Thus,  the  brigade  being 
over|iowered  by  greatly  sup;^rior  numbeis  — the  enemy  in  our  front,  on  the 
flank  and  in  the  rear;  ^vith  no  supjiort  ^vhateyer,  was  compelled  to  fall  back. 

At  this  juncLure,  ^vhiie  mareliing  my  regiment  through  -the  Avoods  to  the 
rear,  I  \sas  informed  by  Capitain  W.  II.  Abel,  acting  adjutant-general  of  the 
brigade,  that  General  Heckman  and  Colonel  H.  C  Lee  were  both  reported 
missiniT.  r.eing  senior  otticer,  1  was  ordered  by  General  Weitzel  to  assrane 
C('Tinua!!il,  ei'lii'Ct  the  ruinnauts  of  the  regiments  aiid  foini  the  brigade  le,  line 
of  bairle  in  tijt-  open  flekl  in  rear  of  the  woods.  The  brigade  was  tht*n  ordered 
by  General  Smith  to  an  elevated  piece  of  ground  on  the  right,  in  order  to  check 
the  farther  advance  of  tlie  enemy  oxx  our  right  flank.  Hemaining  tlicre  about 
an  ]ioiu',  the  brigade  was  oiilcred  by  Lieutenant  Graves  of  General  TTeitzel's 
staff  to  move  a!  a  doiible-ijuick  to  near  the  turnpike,  a  short  distance  to  tln^ 
rear  of  whicli  we  sa]»ported  a  batueiy.  *  *  *  Abrjut  five  o'chjc-k,  p.  m.,  orders 
were  received  to  vsirlidraw  the  ]»rigade,  reaching  canip  at  about  nine  o'clock, 
V.  M.  *  ^^  *  The  total  loss  in  tlie  brigade  in  killed,  wounded  aiul  missing 
fr/om  tlie  lirli  to  the  ICtli  of  ]\[ay,  is  six  hundrt.-d  and  ninety-three,  amoiig 
whom  I  regret  to  say  are  many  ]>romiuent  and  valuable  olhcers,  viz. :  Eriga- 
dier-Gf^]ieral  C.  A.  Ilcckmau,  a  pi-i.>oner;  Colonel  H.  C  Lee,  Twenty-seventh 
!Massa>;hasetts,  wounded  and  a  prist^ner;  Colonel  Zabriski,  Ninth  New  Jersey, 
inortallv  M'oauib'd  ;  T-iieutt'iuiar-CuhM.ud  Jlarthi.tlomeu",  Tntiity-stN'onth  M;iy>;a- 
c;in~.:-rrs,  m^-sing  rjid.  reportr^d  killed  (was  not  kiih-d)  ;  Lieutenant-CoLjU'd 
Cha..mi>ers,  Twertry-lhird  >rassachusetts,  mortally  wounded  and  died  at  llam].)- 
ton  liijsj.'ital  fnna  Ids  wounds;  Lieurenaut-Colnnel  Stewart,  Nintli  New  Jersey, 
severely  wouui_i(;d;  also  niany  line  otlicers,  making  a  severe  loss  to  tlie  service. 

1  have  the  honcn-  to  be  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FiCKETT,  Colonel  Tivoiti/'Jijlh  llassacJiUSefts  Volunteers, 

Com  Ilia  nd'nxj  Brigade. 

Captain  W.  H.  Ai;i:l,  ..I.  -.4.  G.  Second  Division  Evjhkfjdh  Army  Corps. 

In  Colonel  Pickctt;s  rcfuort,  given  in  part,  lie  s|)eaks  in  tlie 
Mgliest  terms  of  praise  regni'ding  the  conduct  of  botli  ofiioer.s 
and  men  of  the  brigade,  and  in  the  ollicial  report  of  Lieiuen- 
ant-Coloitel  Mordion,  coninnandino-  the  Twenlv-iillli  Ma.-^saclui- 
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setts,  like  testlnionj  is  l)ornc  to  the  g'ood  conduct  of  botli 
otlicers  and  ineu  of  tlie  re<ririiciit.  The  Division  Coniniaudei" 
issued  general  orders,  commending  the  troops  for  bravery.* 

LIST     or     KILLED,    WOL'XDED     AXI»    CvrTUUEL),    OF    TWKN'TV-FIFTH     31ASSACIIU- 
SETIS   TOLUXTELIxS    IN'    IIATI  LE    «>F    DULWIlV's    iJLDFi',   MAY    IClII,    1SG4. 

"■■  :,■  ■  ■■         ■■•    .  :"■         Killed.        -  '-■•::>■•■  -,. .  ;■;.■..■■■•, i- :■./'-■•;, 

Corporals  —  "W,  PI.  Kichards,  Company  A;  "W,  H.  Partridge,  Company  F;- 
Saimiel  Tiuirsron  and  Charles  E.  Jolly,  Company  K.  Privates  —  W.  E.  llol- 
niau,  ITcriry  Cioullinj,  iad,  Company  A;  W.  It.  Alexander,  Company  I); 
Richnnl  II.  Daniels,  Company  E;  John  I).  Grece,  ^Michael  Piley,  Company  G; 
Joseph  K.  Kawson,  Willard  A.  Erink.  Conipany  II;  Poland  Pond,  Benj.  E. 
sillier,  Joseph  Eaton,  Joseph  'SI.  Grimm,  Company  K, 

Womded.  -    ■v;.-i--  ■■'-.    .-,::...■:>.      .: 

Eirst  Lieutenant  Jolm  W.  Davis  (arm),  Eirst  Ser;-.vcant  Charles  C.  Mnrdock     ' 
(arm),  Company  K.      Sergeants  —  E.  A.  Moody  (neck),  Com|»any  C  ;  Jeremiah  i- 

Eisner,  Corujtany  D  ;   Philip  Peischer,  Con)paviy  G  ;    H.  Anhur  White,  Com-  -        f- 

pany    II;     L.    S.    Wheeler,    Company   I;     E'uerson    Stone    (loss    of    arm),  | 

Compan;.    K.     Corporals — Johti  Cotter,  Edward  B.  Honston  (liand),  Patrick  1 

MeDouongh,  Company  E;  'Walcer  IE  Sawteile  (arm),  Company  E ;  E.  H. 
Eiuchen,  Jonathan  Wavreii,  George.  A.  Bixby,  Coml'-any  II;  Henry  L. 
Prowi\,  Ccimjiany  K.'  Privates  —  J.  S.  Cuiiltcr  (sliuulder),  E.  E.  Greenv.-.iod 
(l)uth  thi:::ns),  Company  A;  Egbert  Cottrell,  Jr.,  Bernard  Boyle,  C)rlamlo 
E.  Carpenter  (liand),  Albert  E.  Littleiield  (arm,  died),  II.  11.  Gibson,  Com- 
pany 13  ;  Henry  N.  Norcross  (hip),  Thomas  Burpliy  (leg),  Cyrtis  A.  Wells 
(contasion),  Yved  B;irtlett  (hand).  Company  C;  Camilh;  L.  Ouimetto  (died), 
John  McMnnuis,  Job  a  lb  H-yd;-.,  ,U'.,  Midiael  Leonard,  L.  WesEy  Upham, 
John  V,b  b"]:.::d,  _>-b;'r'^a!  I).  JMbibin;;,  \V.  P.  Cha]iman,  llvracu  Lincolii,  Geu. 
W.  Xeweil,  Gi.'O.  L^•ach,  Coiui»,a!\  D  ;  I'arriek  IIaruL.:!''aa,  ('i)m]:any  E, ;  Sylves- 
ter Ilavnes   (lung).  Marsliall  E.   Warren,  Eraucis  II.  Morton  (arm),   Wm.  E. 


*  Keavliiii.irtevs  Socond  l>ivivio!>,  Ei^-litf-entli  Army  Covp.>. 
lu  the  i>;ia,  3Iiiy  17th,  I'r^Ol. 
Gouorul  OrdoT5,  ) 
No.  7.  f 

The  Goiic-r.il  Cnuiniandii^g  ("le-sires-,  to  thank  the  ofncers  and  men  of  thd.s 
division  for  their  luitient  cihluraric*:-  ai.l  bra- cry,  i!nrir,;.r  the  operations  of  tiie  last  twelve 
days.  A  verfect  ?tiTing(T  to  the  divi.sioii  ou  a-sin.iing  comiuaiid  of  it,  his  experieuce  with  it 
during  the  above  period,  lia-s  given  him  tlie  most  perfect  cotiildence  aiul  jrvatiScation. 

By  command  of 

Eri;^-.idii:T-(l.'neral  G.  Weitzkt.. 
E.  E.  iih\.\v.s,  lA't'ilcauat  a.i'l  A-iixj  AujaUmi-Caieral. 

llerklnuvirters  I'irst  Brigade,  Secoiul  Division,  Eiv'litft;ut!i  Army  Corps. 

M;'.y  IVcli,  LSGl. 
[orriciAi..] 
\V.  Jl.  a,:ei,,  Avtuuj  Adjutanl-Grufml. 
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I  •                      Adams,  Clias.  If.  Xeal,  Eugene  I).  ],aeount,  Company  F  ;  Jolm  L.  ]Maier  (le^), 

!  Joseph  Schuster  (Lajid),  Geoiye  Alleu  (arm),  Carl  Kochlur,  H,  G.  Hattenhurg 

i  (foot),   Company  G ;    Jlaniiilial   Whi^temul•e,  J.   V/arren  Kendall,   Julius    A. 

I  Green,  Company  11;    George  Baker    (died),   W.  H.   Aldrich,   J.   W.  iSIoore, 

j  Hiram  Y.  ^Muultoa,  Company  I;  Otis  S.  Cutiing  (face),  Geo.  H.  Pond    (leg 

[  and  arm),  TJiomas  C.  Bond  (breast  and  ann),  Jacob   Sliaffer  (head),  Com- 
pany K. 


Company  A  —  Corporal  J.  II.  Fuller.  I'livates  Benj.  C.  Green,  A.  E.  Stearns, 
C.  E.  Ben.sou.  Company  B  — Privaies  Eobert  Cottrell,  Jr.,  H.  H.  Gibson,  PL 
T.  Boswortli.  Company  D — Sergeant  Jeremiah  Fislior.  Company  E  —  Ser- 
geant John  Kirk  ;  Corporals  John  T'ottey,  Patrick  iNlcDonoiigh,  Alfred  Piper, 
Anderson  J.  Goodnow ;  Privates  Patrick  Coulan,  Eobert  Empey,  Patrick 
Finnegan,  VrilJiani  Fernley.  Cornelius  Farrell,  Godfrey  Levalley,  Patrick 
Land),  Tinioth^  McCarthy,  Wm.  :\iV^w^iit,  Dennis  0']S<>;il,  David  Gardner, 
Patrick  Hann.-.gan.  Con.ipauy  F — Privaies  Wm.  Y.  xVdams,  Clias.  H.  Neal, 
Eugene  J).  Lacount,  Geo.  P.  Cutting,  Geo.  C.  Nicbol-,  Geo.  ^Y.  Piiillips, 
Cyrus  Putnam.  Company  G  —  I'rivntes  AVm.  Mclntire,  ]Mie]iael  Iviley.  Co3n- 
pany  H  —  Corp  )r;iK  Geo.  A.  Bixby,  Jo;;.eph  XetiS  (leg  anipuiated);  Privates 
Amasa  S.  Hyde,  David  A.  Lovell,  Aaron  B.  Metcnlf,  Henry  H.  Ware,  Charles 
L.  Kice.  Company  I — lirst  Sergeant  J.  S.  iMoulrou;  S-M-geant  Geo.  Trask; 
Privates  G.  H.  B:irrett,  G.  D.  Brovsning,  J-  S.  Boswortli,  Silas  Flagg,  Sumner 
Fro.st,  J.  W.  Hmiiirig,  C.  ^V.  Jennist.'u.  Frank  Lovely^  S.  A.  Sno^v.  Compa-'y 
K — Sergeants  Bo'.'ert  T.  Chapinan,  Em^.-rson  Stone;  CVn'porals  Cornelius  F. 
Collins,  Augr.stns  Adams  ;  Privates  (rardner  F.  Barnes,  Eli  E.  Clark,  Otis  D. 
Cooper,  Edward  C.  Cowles,  John  Cashan,  Stanley  W.  Edwards,  Eduiimd  J. 
Gibson,  Jerome  .JoliiiSv.m,  ^Vm.  Latham;  Julm  B.  Moultun,  Jeha  Perry,  Andi-evv 
.Shaw,  Clayton  Witt. 

Sumuianf. 

Killed:  IG  men.         Wounded;  1  oiliccr,  .59  men.  Captured:  69  men. 

Total  loss,  oHieers  and  men,  145. 

In  our  long  list  of  killed,  vroiinded  and  captured,  is  seen  the 
name  of  Henry  Goulding  *2nd,  a  private  in  Company  A.  A 
brief  notiee  of  this  young  soldier  wlio  ^vas  well  known,  and  a 
general  favorite  in  thiC  regiment,  will  afford  satisfaction  to 
many  old  comrades  and  otljcrs  wlio  knew  him.  His  death 
was  remarkable  from  tlie  fact  that  his  corarades  who  were 
lyiiig  with  liini  npon  the  ground,  did  nut  knovr  ho  vvas  killed, 
until,  orthjred  to  move  forword,  iic  did  not  rise.     Upon  exam- 
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iiio-tion,  he  was  found  dead,  a  piece  of  shell  having  penetrated 
his  vitab,  causing  instant  death. 

The  rucmbcrs  of  t\iQ  regiment  will  remember  him  as  a  most  *      ! 

ingenious  n;echanic  —  a  curious  artificer  and  workman  in  brier-  i 

wood  and  bones,  carving  out  exquisite  pipes,  fniger-rings,  watcli  I 

chains,  etc.,  exliibiting  carving  of  unusual  excellence,  and  a  j 

skill  that  would  have  enabled  him,  had  he  lived,  to  excel  in  j 
such  mechanism. 

He  enlisted  into  the  army  from  principle,  and  he  went  as  a  i 
private,  remarking  when  he  enlisted,  that  he  supposed  "  there 

must  be  privates  as  well  as  officers  in  the  army."     He  was  a  \ 

brave,   faithful    soldier- — an    inmost   man,  who   was   a  soldier  | 

because  he  believed  duty  called  him  to  the  field.  There  vrere  ! 
Tuany  good,  brave  men  dead  upon  the  field  of  Drewry's  blnffj  .„  '  ;■ 
but  none  more  respected  in   the  regiment  or  loved   at  home 

than  hone-t  Jienry  Goulding  2nd.  ; 

Tlie  attack   in    the   thick    fog   of   that   early    morning  vras  | 

so   sudden,  that    tlie    pickets   thrown   out  on    the  right   flank       *  • 

could  not  reach  the  main  body  of  troo])S,  but  scattered  and  \ 

(led  into  the  vroods.     la  that  fog.  it  was  impossible  to  distin-  I 

guisli  friend  from  foe  at  the  distance  of  a  verj'  few  yards,  and  > 
a  large  number  of  ouicers  and  men  of  our  army  found  them-  ■  ] 
sol\'es    prisoners,   when    tltcy    thought    thoy   had    fjund    safely 

among  their  own  comrades.  ! 

The  Twenty-fifth  ^lassaoimsuits  unflinchingly  held  its  position  ■' 

even  after  its  sup|)orts  on  the  riglit  and  left  had  lied  or  beeri  l 

captured  —  the  'J'wenty-fifth  Jield  its  position  after  the  wliole  | 

line  had   lieen  crushed    ami  swept   back.     AVe  need    not    say  | 

that    tfie    position    was    exceedingly    ci'itical.     The    regiment  | 

I  was    surrounded,    in    fact    actually    cajnured,    and,    only    for  \ 

the   prom])l  and  decisive  action  of   Colonel  Pickett,  togetlier  ■ 
vrith-   tlie  v\'ell  understood  su[>erior  disciplin.e  of  tl^e  oilicers  and 
men,  the  eniire  battalion  would  have  been  made  prisoners  and 
marched  to  Iiiehmonti.     The  order  of  the  Colonel  to  face  ab(vut 
and  charge  the  line  of   rebels  approaching  the  rear,  and  the 
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prompt  execution  of  the  order,  saved  tlie  regiment  from  the  \ 

horrors  of   a  rebel   prison   and   made  escape    possible.     Jnst  1 

previous    to   this,   the    Colonel    ordered    Company   K,    under  i 

command  of  Lieutenant  Daly,  to  move  to  t]]e  right  to  reconnoi-  j 

tre.     The  men  obeyed  tlie  order- — but  Tie^'er  more  reluctantly,  1 

for   the  Tvrenty-seventli    Massachusetts,   on   the    right    of   tlie  j 

Tweuty-Iifth,  had    been    attacked,  and    it    was   reported    that  [ 

the    enemy    \yas    covering    the    rear    in    OA-erwhelming    force.  j 

■  ■      Daly    and   the  men  of    Company   K  realized   the    hazardous  | 

nature  of  the  errand  upon  which  they  v/ore  sent.     In  less  tiian 
five  minutes,  they  found  themselves  surrounded  by  the  enemy, 
Avho,  fearful  of  firing  into  their  own  men.  retained  tlieir  shots, 
making  the  air  ring  with  the  cries  of  "suiTender!"  '- surrcn-  j 

der '"  but  tiie  men,  taught  in  the  school  of  the  Twenty-iifth ,  j 

did  not  know  the  jneaning  of  the  term,  and  returned  answer  | 

with    a    volley,   and   tiie    enemy   replied    with   bullets.     In    a  | 

moment  tbe  company  scattered  :    some  ^v  ero  killed,  a  number  | 

wounded,  seventeen  were  captured,  and  tlie  balance  escaped  j 

;  to  the  rear  and  rejoined  the  regiment.  I 

I  Immediately  after  leaving   the  regiment,  Daly  ran  back,  to  | 

I  Pickett  and  said,  ''  Colonel,  they  are  flanking  us  !  "     "  Then,'' 

:  said  tlie  Colonel,  "form  your  coTupany  at  right  angles  with 

the  regiment  and  hold  ilic  line  —  we  have  no  orders  to  leave 
this  position,  and  must  hold  it!''  Daly  |»roceeded  to  execute 
the  order,  but  m  a  mouient  ran  back  again,  saying  ''  Colonel, 
they  are  in  our  rear,  and  have  got  us  ilanked!"  '*  Go  back," 
said  the  Colonel,  •*  deploy  your  com|)any  at  right  angles  ajid 
hold  them  wliere  the}'  are."  Compaisy  A  was  then  ordered 
to  the  right,  '-to  iind  out  who  those  fellows  are  in  the  rear!" 
As  soon  as  Company  A  started  out,  they  became  nearly  sur- 
rounded. The  men  saw  the  on-coming  infantry  through  the 
;  fog,  a!)d  cried  out  *^who  are  you?"  and  were  answered  ''the 

I  Tliird  Virginia!"     Company  A  found  out '-who  those  felloys" 

i  were  '*  in  the  rear.''     Companies  K  and  A    thus  receiyeil   (lie 

onslaught   of   the  charging  enemy.     The  Twenty-hfth   Massa- 
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clinsetts  rniglit  have  sliared  the  fate  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts,  had  not  Company  K  made  its  diversion,  and 
had  not  Company  A  been  wisely  pushed  to  the  right,  ''to 
find  out  who  those  fellows  were  in    the  rear.'* 

The  Colonel  had  time  to  get  the  regiment  well  in  hand,  fix 
bayonets  and  charge.  The  battalion  charging,  executed  a 
flank,  keeping  well  together,  and  escaped  almost  miraculously. 
The  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  were  too  busy  with  the  fire 
in  front  to  notice  that  tlieir  flank  was  unprotected.  In  fact 
it  may  as  well  be  said  that  all  our  brigade  were  so  warmly 
engaged  at  the  front  that  little  thought  was  given  to  the 
real  danger  in  the  rear.  The  firing  became  terrific,  a  contin- 
uous roll  of  musketry.  In  the  meantime  tlie  enemy  cautiously 
approached  the  rear,  so  silently,  that  it  is,  no  wonder  tiiat 
our  wounded  attempting  to  reach  the  field  hospital,  suddenly 
became  prisoners  and  had  no  warning  until  they  heard  tlie 
command  to  '^  surrender  !  " 

Tiie  enemy  first  closed  in  upon  tlie  Twenty-seventh  Massa- 
I  chusetts,  wliicli  had  without  aid  gallantly  repulsed  the  enemy's 

I  assault  in  front.     The  officers  and  men  vrere  exhausted  and 

I  nearly   all  their  annnunition  was  expended.     Then  came  the 

I  volley   in  their  rear,   followed  by  the  frantic  charge   of   the 

I  rebels,   demanding   a   surrender.     Some   did  surrender,   while 

f  others  0].>encd   iii-e  and  otlicrs  clubbed   the  enemy  with  their 

rifles.     Captain  Sanford,  a  brave  and  dashing  soldier, 

"  not  only  refused  to  s^irreiider,  but  drew  his  sword  and  laid  about  him 
right  and  lefr,  cutting  down  some  of  the  euerny  before  they  bayoiiettod 
him  to  death.     [E.  T.  Wifhcrby.] 

Finally,  the  regiment  surrendered,  the  enemy  capturing  its 
colors  and  taking  |)risoners,  Colonel  Horace  C.  Lee  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ihiriliolomew,  but  not  until  both  were  so 
badly  wounded  that  they  could  neither  command  or  fight. 
Tin,'  Tvv'cnty-seventh  ^Massachusetts,  though  unfortunate,  need 
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not  be  ashamed  of  tlieir  gallant  defence  at  Drcwry's  blulT. 
The  'three  left  companies  ran  tlic  gauntlet  and  escaped.  A  few 
of  other  companies  cleared  themselves  from  the  enemy  in  that 
unaccountable  manner  by  which  some  lucky  ones  always  escape 


[  danger 


I  Extricating  his  regiment  from  its  entanglements  and  turning 

it  over  to  his  Lieutenant,  Moulton,  Colonel  Pickett  proceeded 
to  the  task  of  i-eforming  the  Star  Brigade,  which  he  found 
broken,  but  not  ca|)turecl  ;  sliattered  and  considerably  demoral- 
ized, but  not  conquered. 

Upon    returning   to   the   lines    at   I^crmuda   Ilundreds,  the 

I  Tenth   and    Eigliteenth    Corps    at    once    engaged    in   erecting 

I  earthworks  of  a  formidable  character,  engineered  by  Gilimore  | 

I  and   Weitzel.      Details   from    the   Twenty-fifth   Massachusetts  | 

worked  day   and    night,  beside   furnisliing   thc-recjuircd  men  | 

•     for  picket  duty.  I 

;  ■  .    The  intremflied  works  extended  from  the  angle  on  the  James 

Tiver  facing  the  Eovflet  house   and  fronting  nearly  opposite 

where  Dutch   Gap   canal   was  afterwards   constructed,  to  the 

j  Ap])omatox   river  above  Broadv/ay  landing,  and    below  Port 

i  Walthal.      Tb.ese    intrenchments    and  '  the    formation    of    the 

I  ground  in  front,  especially  tliat  part  hold  by  the  Eighteenth 

Corps,  together  Vv'ith   the  aV>atis  and  other  works  of  defence, 

>  ;  made    the   position    iinpregnable.      The   enemy    proceeded    to 

'  erect   parallel  Avorks   unci    evinced    a  purpose    to  coniinc    t]io 

army    of    the    James    v-'itliin    its   well    chosen    lines.      -Upon 

several  occasioiis    the  enemy  assauUx-d    our  works   and   v/ere 

■  easily    repulsed.     On    the   night   of    ^lo.y    21st    they    made    a 

determined  aitack,  during  which  they  cliarged  several  times, 

being  defeated  with  heavy  loss.     Our  gunboats  upon  eacli  river 

flank  \cvy  much  enhanced  tlie  strength  of  the  position. 

BOTTLED    UP. 

;  Butler  was  about  to  sti-ike  a  blow  for  tlie  capture  of  Peters- 

burg, v/]ien,  May  2Tth,  he  received  orders  to  seiid  the  greater 
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j)ortion  of  his  elTectivc  force  to  tlic  north  side  of  the  James. 
]>utlcr  })rouably  did  liot  quite  relish  this  way  of  being  deprived 
of  his  strength,  while,  as  he  said,  "  the  necessities  of  the  army  j 

I  of  the  Potomac  have  bottled  me  up  at  IJei-niuda  Hundreds."  ■ 

I  Henry   Coppee,  in   his   work  —  ^^  Grant  and  his    Campidgyis,''  ■ 

I  improves  the  phraseology  a  little  by  declaring  that  ''  General  | 

3  Butler   finds    his   army   hermetically  sealed   in   Bermuda   Hun-  [ 

'%  dreds."     Bccurrenee  to  ihe  instructions  from  Grant  to  Butler  y 

f^  will  elucidate  how  lie  ])ecame  sealed  up,  and  why  he  did  not  at  j 

^1  first  make  Petersburg  the  ol:yective.     Acting  closely  under  his  \ 

P.  instructions,   having    command  of   as   brave    a   body  of  men  1 

I  as  ever  wore  the  Ijlae.  liavincr  a?  lieutenants,  o'enerals  who  | 

cooperated  worm/ly  in  every  movement  made,  having  no  other 
rivalry  than  a  strife  to  determine  which  should  make  the  best 
record,  th.ere  can  be  no  claim  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Tenth  and  Eigliteenth  Corpb  did  not  at  all  times  perform  their  j 

full  d'dy  as  good  soldiers  should.     An  impartial  critic  would  j 

say  that  Petersburg  shotild  have  been  the  obicctive  point,  and  i 

an  attack  sliould  have  been  made  upon  that  |)lace  on  tlie  5th,  or  ; 

at  the  latest,  at  early  dawn  on  the  Cth  of  ]^.Iny.     Had  this  been  ,  l 

done,  the  *' Key  "  of  Riclimond  would    have  been  handed,   to  ! 

Grant  hy  Butler,  bur  tinii  tliis  Avas  not  done  was  not  {li^^t  faidt  of  ■  [ 

lu-  latt<;i- — and  with   this  remark,  we  leave  Butler   ''  liottled         .        j 
up''  or  "  hernioti;:ally  sealed"  at   Bermuda  Hundreds,  wliile 
v;e  follow  the  Eigliteenth  Corps   under  Smith   to  the   north  of 
lh(^  Jumes   river.  -  \ 

On  the  27th  of  May  two  divisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Oor})5  \ 

and  one  division  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  the  First  Division  com-  [ 

marided  l)y  Brooks,  tlie  Second   by  ^lartindale,  and  the  Third  } 

by  Charles  Devens,  Jr.,'  making  a  totid  of  a  little  more  than  j 

thirteen,  thousand  men  for  duty,  retired  a  few  miles  to  the  rear 
of  tlie  works  at  Cobb's  hill  and  went  into  canton.menis  ^ov  a 
lirief  rest.  Hcclvunin's  Star  Brigade  was  in  the  Second 
Pdvi^ion  and  v/as  commanded  l»y  Jjrigadier-Generol  George 
J.  Stannai'd. 
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We   cannot  better   give  an    account  of   the  movements  to  | 

cooi)crate  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  than  is  contained  in  | 

the  following  extracts  from  our  diary  of  tlie  dates  named  :  — '    '  | 


I                                 "May   27th.     The   Eighteenth   Corps    is  encamped    by  divisions,  I 

i                             corps  headquarters  being  located  at  tliC  highest  point  of  land  in  the  I 

I                             vicinity.     The  appearance  of  the  troops   spread  out  upon  the  fields  | 

!                              below,  is  very  beautiful  indeed.     This  eveniui--   I  rode  over  to  the  i 

\                             Second  Division,     Made   a  call  upon    Colonel  Pickett,  who   is  not  | 

feelino-  at  all  well.     lie  is  nearly  tired  out.     We  are  goinir  north  of  } 

\                             the  James  to  unite  v/itli  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.     I  really  feel  f 

I                             disa})[tointed  about  this  move.     I  can't  go  into  it  vritii  any  faith.     It  | 

\                            kn(vj]is  my  south-side  ideas  all  in  the  head  at  one  blow.     I  do  liope  | 

\                            vve  are  not  to  try  ]McClellan's  plan  over  a^ain.     We  liad  enous^h  of  I 

f                             that  in  1SG2.     But  there's  no  use  m  gruijibhng  —  a  wise  man  is  at  | 

I                             tiie  head.     The   country  believes  in   Graut — 'the  aruiy  believes  in  | 

;                             him,  and  so  we  ^vili  wait  and  see  how  it  comes  out.  | 

:      -                           "  I^Iay   28t]i.     We  are  getting  ready  to  move  —  tents  are  down,  \ 

I                            wagons   loaded   aud  confusion  reigns  among  the  troops.     At  six  and  | 

one-half  o'ckick,  r.  ii.,  General  Smith  mounted  and  the  staft*  followed  I 

him  to  tlie  headnuarters  of  General    Buth:r.     The  regiments  on  tlie  | 

j                             march,   cheered   •' Paldy  "   as  he   passed   them.     Smitli  supped  witli  | 

Butlm  —  tlie  staff  were  entertained  promiscuously  and  sumptuously.  j 

;                              I  took   supj/or  wiut    (Aiptain    Shalivr.     It  is  u  wet,  dreary  eveiiing.  | 

;                              A.t  nine  o'clo^.'k,  iviy  ci'derly  f.nt  m  an   appearance,  and  I  followed  | 

liinn,  for  lie  only  kiie-sv  the  'A"ay,  in   the  total  darkness,  to  Broadway  \ 

landing,  and   there  the  orderly,  the  horses  and  myself,  found  room  on  I 

board  the  steamer  jMa'arnora   which  is  to  convey  General  Smith  and  \ 

-  \ 

staff  TO  the  T\  hiie  I  lease  on  the  Pamunky  river.  \ 

'•■^lay  21tth.     This   morning  we  steamed  down  to  I'ermuda  ITun-  I 

'                              dreds    landing,   ^^h(.•re   v*c   found    most   of    the    cor|>s   embarked    on  \ 

trajisports,  and   at    Icdf-past  eleven   o'clock,   A.  3i.,  moved  down  the 

James  river,  reaching    Fortress  Monroe  at  half-past  five  o'clock,  p.  m.  J 

We   managed   to  get  a  g0i)d  supper  at  the   Ilygia,  a  sort  of  oasis  in  • 

{             .                 the  desert,  and  when    we  .^hall  get  anothci-  such  su[)per,  if  ever,  can-  ; 

I  not   now  be  tore! old.     a\t  nine  (f clock,  i'.  :.r.,  the  Jk'alaniora  steau)ed 

off  for  the  York  river. 
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"JMay  30th.  At  lialf-past  five  o'clock,  a.  m.,  we  reached  West 
Point  at  tlie  head  of  York  river,  and  found  some  transports  bad 
preceded  us  in  the  arrival.  One  brigade  was  disembarked  to  go 
overland  to  the  White  House,  and  at  half-past  six  o'clock,  a.  3I.,  the 
Mafaniora  took  the  advaiice  ii!)  the  Pamiinky,  a  very  narrow,  crooked 
stream  —  the  land  bordenno:;  it  for  miles  seemino-  to  be  low  and 
swampy.  After  passing  the  low  lands,  Smitli  directed  a  gunboat  to 
take  the  advance,  onr  boat  following  close  liehind.  We  reached 
White  House  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  without  any  incident  worthy 
of  note.  It  is  funny  enough.,  but  there  is  no  WJdte  Ilouse  here^  or 
is  there  a  house  of  any  other  color  vvithiu  sight  of  the  landing. 
The  place  where  the  White  House  once  stood  is  marked  by  stacks  of 
cliimneys.  The  conntry  looks  desolate.  The  long  railroad  bridge 
formerly  crossing  at  this  place,  was  burned,  and  soldiers  are  busy  at 
work  rebuilding  it  for  the  passage  of  the  brigade  marching  up  from 
West  Point.  Oilier  troops  arc  detailed  to  build  wharves,  for  this 
place  may  again  become  a  great  dej>ot  for  arniy  supplies. 

"'A  messenger  from.  Gseneral  Grant  arrived  this  evening.  There 
are  rumors  that  I>ee  has  retreated  south,  and  that  Grant  is  crossing 
to  the  south  of  tlie  Pamunky.  AVe  calculate  upon  some  hard 
fighting. 

'•2aay  31st.  A  very  hot  day.  The  troops  are  landing  rapidly. 
^\'e  are  under  orders  to  leave  here  this  afrernoon  to  march  to  iNevr 
('u-ilo,  a  lucalitv  u])on  the  Panaunky  river  some  miles  above  this 
i,!:ic..:.' 

"Smitli  and  the  staff  mounted  at  four  o'clock,  p.  ^r.  1  carry 
nothin.g  bui  a.  blanket  strajipcd  to  the  saddle.  After  passing  Tun- 
stalTs  stati'-Mi  four  miles"  from  White  House,  head  of  column  moved 
to  the  right  and  we  passed  tlu-ough  a  section  of  the  country  which 
has  not  apparently  b'een  heretofore  traversed  by  armies.  Here  we 
saw  green  iields  under  cultivation  and  acres  of  growiiig  clover,  farm 
houses  witli  fences  undestroyed  and  no  ap[)earance  of  the  devastation 
and  waste  of  war.  It  was  pleasant  to  lind  one  little  corner  in  Yir- 
CUiia  lookino;  fresh  and  prosperous.  We  nn;st  let  the  enjoyment  of 
fills  little  mart.-h  by  the  side  of  green  fields,  grou"  on  our  hands  ;  we 
must  be  like  the  man  v,ho  said  he  always  [)ut  on  spectacles  when 
eaiing  cherries,  ihat  they  might  look  all    the  larger  and  more  tempt- 
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i^f,^  The  faithful  liorses  will  not  need  spectacles  wliile  tethered  in 
the  clover  fields  to-rjio;lit,  neither  will  the  owner,  if  he  happens  to  be 
about  here,  need  any  glasses  to  discover  the  waste  and  ruin  of  his 
crop. 

"  Itiding  alonir,  I  came  upon  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  taking- 
rest  in  a  grass  field  by  the  side  of  the  road.  I  dismounted  and  sat 
down  by  the  side  of  some  of  my  comrades.  1  saw  Captain  O'Neill 
stretched  out  on  the  gras^,  and  I  laid  dov»'n  by  his  side.  We  spoke 
of  the  future,  of  the  probability  of  a  severe  battle,  and  tlie  possibility 
that  we  might  not  oieet  again  —  and  tlien  the  'fall  in'  rang  through 
the  fields,  and  once  more  tlie  battalions  took  up  tlie  line  of  march. 

"General  Smith,  after  dark,  stopped  for  the  night  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Bussett,  by  Av'bom  he  was  hospitably  entertained.  The  troops 
are  bivouaced  in  the  vicinity  of  Turner's  store.  I  have  placed 
cavalry  guards  around  most  of  the  houses  in  the  vicinity,  not  only 
as  a  protection  to  tlie  occupants  but  also  to  prevent  tlieni  from  going 
away  to  convey  info]-D:iation  of  onr  whereabouts  to  tlie  enemy,  l>eing  . 
carefid  to  tell  the  ]>eopie  that  if  they  left  their  Jiotrses  they  would  be  I 

shot  by  the  guards.  I 

"  We  are  near  New  C\u:tle  ferry,  bat  lienr  nothing  from  the  Army  l 

of  the  Potomac.     IMr.  Bassett  has  a  line  residence  a  little  off  the  | 

road,  and   he  appears  to   be  a  Vv'eli  preserved  gentleman  of  the  old  | 

Virginia  scliool.     Ilis    daughter,   the  wife   of    Colonel   Washington,  1 

novr  in  the  Confederale  ;irmy,  pre.-:ides  over  tlie  establishment.     3dr.  | 

Bassett  otl'crs  all   the  hospitality  lie  can,   but  his  cuisine  cannot  be  | 

more  tlian   sufricient   to  provide  for  Ids  own  lamilv,  which  includes  I 

quite   a   number  of  old  slaves,  colored  people  who  have  not  left  his  \ 

service.     Oar  mess-wagon  has  n.ot  comie  up,  [generally  the  case  when  f 

we  vraut   it  tiie  most]  or  if  it  has,  cannot  be  found,  so  tliat  the  staff  | 

officers   dependent   upon    it,   must   'grub'    as    we   can.     I  could   get  I 

nothing  whatever  to  eat,^and  laid  down  under  a  tree  for  such  sleep  I 

as  I  could   obtain,  but  Imnger   prevailed  and   con(|uered   desire  for  I 

sleep.     I  bethought  me   uf   my  orderly- — arose,  went  out  into  the  | 

orchard  and  found  tlie  orderly  by  the  side  of  our  horses.     It  was  a  i 

happ.y  sight!     The  oi-derly  was  preparing  suj^per  for  himself,      lie  \ 

liad  a  little  fire  ami  oll'ered   to  share  his  meagre  supper  with  me.      1  | 

ale  a  'hard  tack  '  and  a  slice  of  salt  [)ork  broiled  over  iiie  lire  on  tiie  ' 
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einl  of  a  stick,  and  with  ir,  drank  a  dish  of  liot  coffee  witlioufc  sugar 
or  milk.  It  was  really  palatable.  With  my  appetite  a[>peased,  1 
made  niy  bed  again  under  a  tree  near  the  house,  rolling  myself  up  in 
tlie  blanket.  Some  of  the  staff  slept  on  the  piazza  of  the  house,  but 
1  thought  the  grass  lawn  would  be  softer  than  the  hard  pine. 

"■'June  1st.  At  six  o'clock  we  mounted  and  rode  to  New  Castle 
ferry  on  the  Pamunky.  We  halted  at  the  house  of  ]Mrs.  Braxton, 
u|)on  whose  plantation  tlie  corps  is  massed.  We  can  hear  guns  off 
to  our  left,  at  a  distance,  but  get  no  reports.  Smitli  is  very  anxious, 
a!id  says  he  don't  knov/  what  to  do  or  where  to  go.  He  thinks  there 
must  be  a  mistake  in  his  orders  for  tliere  sterns  to  be  no  irood  reason 

o 

why  we  should  be  here. 

"  About  nine  o'clock,  a.  jr.,  a  courier  came  from  the  west,  riding 
with  all  speed,  his  horse  reeking  with  foam.  Ho  delivered  orders 
from  Grant  to  Smith,  and  now  we  are  to  march  with  all  possible 
speed  to  Cold  TIarbor.  It  seems  that  tlie  order  to  move  to  New 
Castlo  was  a  mistake,  tlie  blunderhead  wlio  transcribed  it,  wrote 
•  Ne\'.'  Castle  '  instead  of  •  New  Cold  Harbor '  as  Grant  had  it,  and 
so  we  have  had  a  useless  march  of  fifteen  miles  out  of  our  v;ay. 
General  Smith  directed  me  to  march  v/ith  the  provost  guard  con- 
sisting of  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in 
rt-ar  of  the  column,  and  prevent  straggling  from  tlie  column  on  the 
march.  Soldiers  too  fatigued  to  march,  are  provided  with  passes  or 
p*Tmi(s  to  go  to  the  rear,  and  arc  taken  into  the  ambulances.  During 
thb  day  over  a  thousand  stragglers  Vv'ere  inicrcepted  by  the  guards, 
lleckman's  iirigade  carried  olf  the  palm  upon  this  marcli,  for  less 
th;j,u  seventeen  of  the  mei!  of  that  brigade  were  challenged  by  the 
r-atrols.  One  of  these  only,  belonged  to  tlie  Tu'enty-fdlh  Massachu- 
setts, and  he  a  member  of  Comjjany  F,  wlioni  I  knew  very  v^-ell,  was 
really  unable  to  march,  and  was  furnished  a  place  in  tlie  ambulance. 
1  saw  or  heard  of  no  man  of  tlie  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  only  four  of 
the  Twerity-seveutli  ^Massachusetts,  who  came  to  the  rear  without 
permits." 


DUST    A^;D    DEAD    ANIMATES. 


The   fir^t  of  June, -ISG-l,  will   be   ronuMnborod   l»y  all  who 
inade  the  march  of   twentv-iive  milots  IVom  Now  Castle  fcrrv 
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to  Cokl  Harbor.  Tiio  clay  was  extreme! 3^  hot  and  clouds  of 
dust  enveloped  the  troops:  in, this  respect  the  march  of  June 
1st  was  like  the  march  of  the  Greeks  on  Troy,  so  eloquently 
described  by  Homer:™ 

"And  round  him  one  can  only  see  as  far 
As  one  can  hurl  a  stone  —  such  was  the  cloud 
Of  dust,  that  from  the  warriors'  traui|)Iiiig  feet 
Kose  round  their  rapid  march  and  filled  the  air." 

Eut,  added  to  the  intense  heat,  and  the  clouds  of  dust  which 
dressed  tlie  soldiers  in  the  grey  miifornis  of  our  foe  and 
smutched  tlie  face  so  that  one  wouki  not  know  his  own 
brother  if  he  chanced  to  meet  him  on  the  march— -added 
to  this  was  the  terrible  eliluvia  arising  from  the  hundreds 
of  dead  and  decaying  horses  and  muk^s,  the  debris  of  the 
recent  cavalry  raid  along  the  route  our  corps  was  marchir.g. 
The  stench  arising  from  these  putrihcd  animals  was  intoler- 
able. Wliile  upon  this  forced  march  uudcr  the  burning  sun, 
enveloped  in  clouds  -/f  dust  and  physically  demoralized  by  the 
stench  of  Kilpatrick's  dead  horses  and  mules,  we'  go  to  tlie 
Army  of  tlie  Potomac  and  bring  it  down  to  where  we  are  to 
join  at  Cold  Harbor. 


V 
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CHAPTER    XY. 

GENERAL     PLAN     OF     OPERATIONS ARMY     OF     THE     POTOMAC  — 

THE    '^' nAM^IERINQ  "    COMMENCED — EIGHTEENTH    CORPS    REACH 
COLD   HARBOR, 


f^^^-r  fe'^IIEiSr  describing  tlie  movement  upon  Bottom's  bridge 
.'  ,,  ;  D  in  a  previous  chapter,  Tre  found  the  Army  of  the 
I'-^^'t^  Potomac  ill  winter  quarters  between  tl^e  Rapidan 
ant]  tliC  Rappahaiinc-ck,  where  we  again  hnd  it  on  the  3rd 
duy  of  May  [ISG-i-J. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  an  order  of  President  Lincoln,  as 
we  have  already  noted,  assigned  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant 
t]i'}  command  of  oil  tiie  armies  in  the  field,  and  two  days  after, 
Major-Gencral  Balleck  was  relieved  as  General-in-Chief.  In 
malriuL^  his  Iiendquarters  with  tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Grant 
ii:<!icaied  tlio  im|u:)rtaut  part  that  army  was  to  ])lay  in  wiping 
(sut  Lee"s  army  of  Nortliern  Virginia.  Major-General  Sher- 
man was  in  coirimand  of  anotlier  large  army  between  the 
Alieghanies  and  the  Mississip|u  river,  which  vras  to  operate 
agahist  the  enemy  under  Johnston. 

The  hrst  point  to  settle,  was  tlie  general  plan  of  operations, 
whether  it  sliould  ])Q  hy  a  direct  iriarch  against  Riclimond  from 
tlie  nortli,  or  by  a  movement  south  of  the  James  river,  cutting 
i^ie  ciicmy's  communications,  and  rendering  his  position  at  or 
uurth  of  Richmond  untenaljle.  If  there  was  any  advantage  in 
a  north-side  movement  u})on  Richmond,  it  consisted  in  the  fact 
llmt  it  covered  our  National  Capital,  but,  in  any  movement 
souti!  of  the  James  which  might   Imve  been  contemplated,  a 
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I 
suilicieiit    garrison    in    the   works   about    Washington   would  I 

protect   it  from   auy   force  the   enemy  could   send  against  it.  \ 

The  plan  of  sending  a  large  arniv  to  tlic  seaboard,  thence  to  j 

act  against  the   Southern   communications  of   Richmond,  was 
discussed,  and  it  may  be  asserted  that  if  this  plan  had  been  i 

adopted,  thousands  of  lives  would  have  been  saved,  and  the  \ 

war  terminated  in  ISQ-^  instead  of  1S65.     However  opinions  | 

\  may  have  been   divided,  it  was  finally  determined  to  make  a 

I;  north-side  movement  against  Richmond,  or  Lee's  army,  which  | 

I  was  one  and  the  same  thing.  *  '  1 

|-  The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was   composed  of  three  army  | 

I  corps,  the  Second  Corps  commanded  by  Hancock,  the  Fifth  ^ 

I  by  Warren  and  the  Sixth  by  Sedgwick.  ^ 

f  The   Second   Corps  had   four  divisions   commanded  respec-  | 

.,  tively   in  numerical    order,    by   Barlow,   Gibbon,  Birney  and  | 

Carr. 

The    brigade    commandei-s    vv'ere    Generals    Webb,    Owen, 
Ward,   Hayes  and   I\[ott,  and    Colonels  N.  A.  Miles,  Smythe, 
Frank,  Brooke,  Carroll  and  Brewster. 
I  The  Fifth  Corps  had  four  divisions,  commanded  by  Griffin, 

i  Robinson,  Crawford  and  Wadsworth. 

The  brigade  commanders  were  Generals  Jos.  Barnes,  J.  J. 
I  l^artlett.    Ay  res,    Baxter,    Cutter,   J.    C.   Rice,    and    Colonels 

\    ■  Leonard,  Deniiison,  ^IcCandless,  Fisher  and  Roy  Stone. 

\  The   Sixth   Corps  had   three   divisions,   commanded   respec- 

.  I  tively  by  Generals  Wright,  Getty  and  Prince. 

1  The   lirigade   commanders  wei^e   Generals  Torbert,   Shaler, 

I  Vv'hoaton,  T.  H.  Neill,  Fastis,  Russell,  and  Colonels  E.  Upton, 

\  Burnham  and  L.  A.  Grant. 

I  Sheridan   was   placed  in   command   of    the    cavalry  of    the 

I  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Kilpatrick  assigned  to  command 

1  the  Ccivalry  of  Shermairs  army. 

\  To   this    fjrce   was   added    [April   23rd]    the    Ninth    Army  i 

\  Corps,  comniiinded   bv  Burnside,  wluch,  after  its  return  from  k 

*  Ea:-t  Tennessee,  was  I'ecruited  at  Annapolis,  | 
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With  these  four  army  corps,  and  the  cavalry  and  artillery, 
Grant  had  an  active  force  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
men,  while  Lee  had,  present  for  duty,  fifty-two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-six  men. 

Tlie  fact  that  the  enemy  as  a  general  rule,  moved  upon  much 
shorter  lines  of  operation,  and  wero  compelled  to  detach  no 
troops  to  hold  positions,  or  guard  their  rear  or  base  of  supplies, 
permitted  them  to  carry  on  a  defensive  campaign  effectively, 
witl'i  a  much  less  number  of  men  than  was  required  by  the 
f  Union  array.     General  Grant,  in  hi^  final  report  covering  the 

general  movement  in  May,  said  :  — 


I 


I                            ''The  resources  of  the  enemy,  and  his  lunnerical  strength,  were  far  | 

§                       inferior  to  ours  ;  bnt.  as  an  offset  to  this,  we  hud  a  vast  territory,  with  ! 

I  a  popuhition  hostile  to  the  government,  to  garrison,  and  long  lines  of 

I                        river  and  raih'oad  coinmuuication  to  proiect :    *   *     it  vras  a  question  j 

t'                       Vv'hother  our  numerical  streucth  and  resources  were  not  more  than  j 

*                                                                            "^^                                                              .  1 

balaiiced  by  these  disadvantages  and  tlie  enemy's  sujjerior  position."  j 

i 

On  the  3rd  day  of  May,  these  two  great  armies  of  Meade  j 

and  Lee,  confronted  each  other,  one  on  the  soutli,  the  other  on  j 

f                     the  north  bank  of  th.o  Raindan.     That  nig-ht  the  Army  of  tlie  \ 

t                     Pot'imac  crossed  tlie   river  at  Germanna  and  Elv's  fords,  and  j 

?                      l.ce  did  nut  disjnilo  thiO  p^assage.     He  vraited  with  silent  guns,  j 

\                     which,  by  noon  of  May  5th,  liegan  to  speak.  I 

1^                         Grant  did  not  intend   to  fight  a  battle  in  the  dismal  region  | 

I                      known   as  the  Wilderness,  but   it  was   tliere  that   Lee  struck  ! 

I                     ^\'arren's    Corps,    and    finally    compelled    the    Army    of    the  | 

l^:)lomac    to   fight    for   its   life,    upon    the    ground    where    he  ! 
[Lee]    ordained   a   battle. 

From   noon  of  May  5th  until  late  on  the   Gth,  the  terrible 
combat  continued,  and  when  the  morning  of  May  Tth  dawned 

n[von  that  ragged  field,  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  ] 
both  armies,  red  with  tlic  blood  of  friend  and  foe,  both  stood  at 

biiv  —  both  exhausted,  like  two  })rize  tightei's  when  brought  up  ! 
to  take  their  last  round  in  the  rine*. 


m 
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It  was  the  iirsi  opportunity  that  the  Licutcnaut-General  had 
found  to  ])ut  in  practice  hi.s  second  ])ro|')usitiou  regarding  tlie 
manner  he  Vv'ouhl  operate  —  '"to  hammer  continuously  against 
the  armed  force  of  the  enemy  and  his  resources  until  by  mere 
attrition,  if  in  no  other  way,  there  sliould  he  nothing  left  to  Irim 
but  an  equal  sul)mission  with  tlie  loyal  section  oi  our  common 
country  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land,"  In  the 
battle  of  tljc  Vrilderness,  *\Vad3worth,  comujanding  a  dlA'ision 
in  tlie  Fifili  Corps,  was  killed,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie 
enemy.  liOngsti'eet  was  wounded  and  disabled  for  several 
months.  Our  loss  was  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ten  men,  tlie  killed  being  tiiree  tlnousand  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eight,  while  six  {Jjousancl  were  prisoners  in  the  hands 
of  the  enem}-.  The  enemy's  loss  was  over  eleven  thousand. 
May  9th  General  Sedgwick  was  killed,  and  the  command  of 
the  Sixtii  CorjiS  devolved  up)on  iL.  G.  Wright. 

On  the  10th  of  May  tlie  first  Inittle  of  Spottsylvania  Court 
House  was  fouglit.  The  Union  loss  was  nine  thousand,  and 
the  Confederate  loss  eight  thioa^aud.  xkmong  our  killed  were 
Generals  Tiios.  G.  Stevenson  (formerly  Colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
lourtli  Massachusetts  A'olunteers)  and  J.  C.  Rice. 

It  was  on  tlie  day  at^ter  this  battle,  that  Grard.  sent  the  dis- 
potcii  to  AVasIvingiOii  giviiig  a  cheerfid  account  of  allairs,  and 
chjsing  wiili  these  words  —  "I  propose  to  fight  it  out  on  this 
line,  if  it'takes  all  summer/'  Exactly  what  line  the  Lieuteuant- 
Cienoral  laid  in  Ids  mind  at  tlie  time  of  sending  the  message,  is 
not  Icnown.  If  lie  mieant  tlie  line  of  operations  he  was  then 
pursuing,  he  CLrtain.ly  did  not  continue  on  thai  line  after  the 
l)attle  of  the  drd  of  June. 

On  i\iay  1  jtii  tliere  was  anotlier  struggle  between  the  con- 
tending armies,  kee  assaulted  our  lines  with  very  great  force, 
but  was  every  tinjc  re]>ulsed.  It  v^'as  bloody  work  all  day  arid 
up  to  midiiigkt.  Hancock  captured  from  thirty  to  forty  guns 
and  over  tliree  thousand  |.»risoners,  among  whom  were  Confed- 
erate Generals  Johnson  and  Chjo.  II.  8teA\art. 
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Oil  Mav  19tli   Grant  coimnenccd  his  flank  movement.     Lee 

suspected   whai.   was   p:oing  on,   and   attaeked    Meade's   right. 

Tiie  hircer  succeeded   in  grltiug   all   his  army  away,  and   then 

eonunenced  a  race   for  tlie   Noith  Anna  river,  in  which  Lee's 

army  had  the  best  of   il^  i^o  Uiat  when  our   army  came  to  its 

destination,  it  found  a  considerable  part  of  Lee's  army  on  tiie 

south    side    of    tlie    river,    Avatching   for   its    approach.    .  The 

I  (Jonfederates    were    intrenched    and    very   near   the    Virginia 

^  Central  railroad.     There  v/as  mucli   tigliting  arid  skirmishing 

I  May  24th,  aud  the  position  of  our  army  was  sucli  as  to  cause 

%  great  anxiety  for  the  result.     On  tlie  jnght  of  May  26th,  Grant 

\  connnenced    another  flank   movr^ment,  his   obiective  point  this 

tiu.io,  being  the  i/amunky  river.     This  would  ])ring  our  base  of 

;^  supplies  at  the  Wliite  House.     Lee  was  again  compelled  to  fall 

:  back. 

?  Sheridan    in    the    meantime    was    out    v/ith    his    cavalry, 

anil   at    ILnres'   stoi'e   met   the  rebel   cavalry  under  Hampton 

and     1^.    II.    Lee,    and    had     a    desperate    light,    resulting   in 

J  Sheridan's    holding    the    junction    of    roads    needed    for   the 

p:i:-sage   of   tdie   army.     Tiie   enem.y   lost   eight   hundred  nicri, 

£  and    the   Union   aruiv   about   four   hundred.      Lee   as   a   result 

i  of  M^veral  reconnoi^srumcs,  ^\■as  found  to  liO  beliind  {}\q  Cluck- 

aliomiuy,  liaving  Ids  pi»:kets  extended  to  Berhesda  church. 

Wright's    Corps    cros^rCil    thiC    I^amunky    at    Hanovertown, 

lU'ioen    niih?s   from    llidimosi  !,   otliers    followed,   and    by   May 

1-  2St]i,    (Sundiiy)    the    Army   of    the    Potomac   was    south    of 

f  i\\i\   river. 

I  zV  brigade  of   Crawfoi'd's  Division  of   the  Fifth   Corps  was 

}  sent    to    eovo]'    the    M.'>ehaiii''s\-ille    pike,    and     reaching    the 

^  ... 

vicinity  of  Betliesda  churtdi,  v/as  assailed  by  Rodes'  Division 

of  Ewelis'  Corps.     The  brigade  fell  back  to  tlie  Shady  Grove 

road,  pursued  by  tfie  Confederates.     Other  ti'oops  coming  up, 

they  w^n-e  hold,  and  at  night  tlie  left  was  extended  to  cover  tlue 

.Mechanicsvilic   pike.     Thi^  vas  on   May   2fMh,  and   Lee   was 

luiUid  to  fte  in  strong  jjosition  behiiui  the  Chiciwilioniiny. 
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Gram    determined   to   attempt   the   forcing   of   the   Chicka-  f 

hominy  at  Cold  Harbor,  which  was  considered  of  the  highest  I 

importance  as  a  strategic  point,  because  from  this  place  many  I 

roads  converged,   roads   leading  not    only   to  Richmond,  but  I 

also  to  White  House.     On  tlie  night  of  May  31st,  the  Sixth  | 

Corps  was  ordered  from  the  extreme  right  of  Meade's  army,  to  I 

march  on  Cold  Harbor.     As  we  have  seen,  orders  had  been  |. 

sent  to  General  W.  F.  Smith,  to  move  forward  and  aid   the  | 

army  at    Cold    Harbor,   but,   by    the  mistake   ab'eady   noted,  j 

the  Eighteenth  Corps  was  sent  entirely  out  of  position  to  be  of  | 

any  service  when  tlie  Sixth  Corps  should  arrive  at  its  desti-  j 

nation.     It  so  happened  that  Wright's   Corps  had  no  sooner  | 

marclied  from  the  right,  than  Lee,  who  was  always  watchful,  { 

detected  the  m.ovement  and  understood  its  object.     He  there-  j 

fore  detached  Longstreet's  Corps  from  his  lel't,  and  hastened  it  i 

to  Cold  Harbor  to  cover  tlio  crossing  of  the  Chickatiomin}-  at  I 

that   place,   by   doing   which,  he    checkmated   Wright.      The  I 

corps  of   Longstreet   was   in   position   in   a  tliick  wood,^  from  | 

which  opened  a  ^\ide  cleared   field,  over  wliich  troops  must  J 
pass  to  reach  the  Confedei-ate  lines.     Wright  vritli  the  Sixth 
Corps  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps. 

THE   EIGHTEENTH    CORPS   EEACH    COLD    HARBOR. 

It  was  about  four  o'clock,  p.  ivL,  of  June  1st,  tliat  the  first  | 

advance  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  reached  Cold  Harbor,  fatigued  j 

with  a  severe  march  in  a  burnin.g  sun,  Imngiy  and  thirsty,  and 
so  covered  wdth  dust  that  the  color  of  their  faces  or  uniforms 
could  not  be  detected.  The  corps  marched  up  solid  to  the 
music  of  Wright's  guus  that  had  already  commenced  ph\ving 
havoc  among  the  enemy.  The  morale  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps 
was  excellent.  General  Smith  had  the  most  perfect  confidence 
in  the  officers  and  men,  and  they  never  betrayed  tlmt  confidence 
for  a  moment.  While  he  ^veli  understood  tiuit  the  corps  was  in 
no  condition  to  go  into  battle,  yet,  coming  from  another  hehl, 
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and  seeing  at  a  glance  that  the  Sixtli  Corps  was  contending  ; 

against  odds  —  that  Grant  expected  liis  immediate  cooperation,  \ 

he  pkiced  tlie  divisions  and  brigades  under  fire  as  fast  as  they  ! 

arrived,  forming  line  of  battle  on  the  riglit  of  the  Sixtli  Corps.  I 
^lartindale's  Division  on  the  right.  Brooks  in  the  centre  and 
Devcns  on  the  left.     Duiing  the  whole  day,  Sheridan  with  his 
cavalry  had  been  engaged  in  trying  to  hold  the  roads  that  here 

converged.  He  had  contended  despei-ately,  Hokes'  Division  i-' 
liaving  made  several  furious  assaults  to  drive  him  off.  When  '  ; 
Wright  came  up,  Sheridan's  troopers  that  had  fought  so  tena-          '     '( 

ciously  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  by  the  time  Smith  arrived  | 

with   his  overtasked    men,   Wrigltt,  though  he  had    gallantly  j 

driven   the   enemy  from  a  part  of    his  first  line,  was  yet  iu  i 

great  danger  of  being  iiauked.  ■  ' 

Pj'ofcssor   Coppee,  in   his  historical  work  —  '•^  Grant  and  lih  \ 

Oampau/ns^' — in   speaking  of   the   opportune   arrival   of    the  j 

Eighteenth    Corps,    says  —  "It   vfas    now   past   three   o'clock,  ! 

when  Smith  brought  up  his  cor[>s.     Ujiimpaircd  by  the  fatigues  \ 

of  the  march,  these  splendid  frljows  rushed  at  once  upon  the  \ 

enemij  in  their  front,  crossing  an  open  space  and  a  small  fringe  | 

of  woods,  aiid  burst  upon  the  enemy's  riOe-pits,  capturinfj  five  \ 

Jtu/id/'cd  prisoners,^'  j 

Without  intending  to  dis}>arage  the  gallantry  of    the  Sixth  ■ 

Corjis,  whieli  deserved,  all  the  encomiums  made  upon  it,  the  ; 

fortunes  of  the  day  wi_'re  undoubtedly  sa\ed  by  the  Eighteenth  ,: 

Corps,  wliicli  went  into  the  fui'ht  with  an  impetuosity  that  was  [ 

rare,  even  with    the    fighting  divisions   of   the    Ai'my  of   the  ; 

Potomac.      The    combat    was    continued    until   late    at   night,  ; 

resulting  in  holding  Cold  IIarl)or,  but  with  a  loss  of  two  | 
thousand  meUj  about  eipially  divided  between  tlie  Sixtli  and 

Eighteenth    Corps.      The    enemy's   first    iiue    of    works    was  i 
carried,   but   an    attempt    to    carry   the    second   line  was   not 
considered  practicable,  and  therefore  the  troops  rested   upon 
their  arms.     Tiuit  night,  th.e  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  jMassa- 
chu^etts,  covered   with   tlie  dust  of  th<^  march  and  too  weary 
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'  ^  to  atteDipt  to  clean  up  or  even  to  eat  a  supper,  threw  them- 
selves down  upon  the  ground  and  slept  the  balance  of  the 
night. 

On  tlie  2nd  of  June,  the  army  was  in  line  as  follows  : 
.  Hancock's  Second  Corps  on  the  left,  then  Wrigiit's  Sixth, 
noxt,  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  then  Warren's  Fifth,  with  Barn- 
side's  Ninth  Corps  on  the  right.  Slieridan  covered  the  Chick- 
ahominy  crossings  on  our  left,  and  cavalry  under  Wilson 
covered   the   right  flank. 

Our  front  covered  an  extent  of  six  miles. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  June,  General  Grant  issued  orders  for  a 
general  assault  of  the  enemy's  lines  and  fi^r  a  special  efibrt  to 
break  the  lines  of  tlie  enemy  in  front  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps. 

The  writer  learned  of  the  intended  attack  in  tlie  evening, 
and  sent  necessary  orders  for  disposition  of  division  guards, 
wliile  our 'mess-mate.  Dr.  Snckley,  the  medical  directoi%  be- 
stined  himself  in  fur  war-ding  orders  concerning  the  care  of  the 
wounded.  At  dark,  rations  and  ammunition  were  distributed 
to  the  troops  in  front. 

That  evening,  late,  we  wrote  in  our  diary:  — 


"Our  loss  yesterday  was  compnratively  small,  but  to-morrow — how 
I  dread  to  think  about  it,  and  can  only  do  so  with  gi'oat  forebodings  of  | 

loss.     Many  a  poor  fellov/  is  takirig  Ids  last  earthly  sleep  —  we  know  | 

not  liow  mati}'  of  us  may  sleep  above  tlie  groujid  on  the  night  of  the  f 

morrow.     So  to-niglst  ue  sit  before  tlie  lire,  for  it  is  damp  and  chilly,  I 

and  calculate  tlie  cliances  for  to-mon-o\\-.  Shall  we  get  to  Kichiuond 
via  Gaines'  mill?  ]Most  of  us  think  it  is  folly  to  move  in  this  direc- 
tion—  vs  means  our  little  hou.-.ehold  of  to-night,  several  stall"  oflicers 
and  two  Xew  York  reporters.  We  liave  reason  to  think  General 
Smith  does  not  look  favorably  upon  a  movenjent  on  this  line.  He 
is  a  Southside  advocate.     *  *  *  " 


There  was  moj-e  or  less  tiring  during  all   day  of  June  2nd.  j 

It  was  a  damp,  chc('rlc>s  day  and  t(jw:irds  esoning  the  rain  fell.  "      j 
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'j1ie  enemy  made  many  attempts  to  force  ]}ack  our  lines,  but 
always  in  vain.  Just  at  dusk,  liowever,  a  position  on  the  rigiit 
of  our  brigade  was  attacked  and  the  Union  |)ickets  were  dri^■eu 
back.  Stannard  saw  this  movement  and  ordered  a  company  of 
tlie  Twenty-fifth  sent  out  to  help  hold  that  position.  Captain 
Tucker  was  directed  to  go  over  with  his  company  (C.)  The 
company  hurried  over,  and  Tucker  put  his  men  into  action, 
and  th.e  advance  of  the  enemy's  pickets  was  not  only  checked, 
but  they  were  driven  back  to  their  holes  and  compelled  to 
remain  there.  Accomplishing  this  work,  Tucker  returned  vnth 
his  compiany  to  the  regiment. 
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CHAPTEll     XYI. 

BATTLE   OF    COLD  HARBOR  —  THE  CHARGE  — THE  ''STAR"  BRIGADE 
•  — HICROISIM — RESCUt:     OF      DALY — OFFICERS      \W)UNDED -— 
CAPTALN    O'NEILL  —  KILLED    WOUNDED    AND    CAPTURED. 

W^^ONG  before  dayliglit  of  June  orcl,  [1864]  General  Smitli 
•  Ml -J  and  Ills  staff  were  lijounted  and  prepared  for  the  s^rcat 
v^^'i^  events  of  the  day  that  ^vas  soon  to  dawn.  About 
five  o'clock,  the  opening  guns  booming  along  from  the  left 
of  Hancock's  Corps,  indicated  that  the  nionient  for  battle 
had  come.  !Men  sprang  to  their  feet,  tightly  grasping  their 
muskets  —  officers  gave  their  orders  in  vrhispers  —  the  inove- 
]ncnt  uf  infantry  commenced,  while  cannon  roared  about  them. 
Forward  moved  the  divisions.  AYith  loud  cheers  they  rushed 
[  on  and  saw  lines  of  impregnable  works — cannon  to  the  left  of 

j  them,  to  their  right  and  in  their  front,  and  over  the  earthworks, 

j  men  standing  ready  to  recei\'e  them  with  the  bayonet.     As  they 

advanced,  they  saw  dead  men  behind  them,  dead  men  to  the 
right  and  left  —  wounded  men  creeping  to  the  rear  or  trying  to 
faid  slielter  from  other  wounds.  Tlie  loud-mouthed  cannon 
roared,  musketry  in  the  hands  of  fifty  thousand  foemen  joined 
the  volume  of  sound  that  s\\eUed  tlie  note  of  death.  With  tliis 
was  heard  sometimes  above  the  din  of  battle,  tlie  voices  of 
officers  giving  the  orcku's,  the  cries  of  distress,  and  the  yells  of 
those  who  looked  out  from  impregnable  positions. 
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xVs  we  have  already  said,  Plancock's  Corps  was  on  llie  left. 
The  left  of  that  corps  was  held  by  Barlow's  Division,  its  right 
bj  Gibborrs  Division.  These  divisions  assaulted.  Tiie  former 
advanced  in  two  lines  and  dislodged  the  enemy  from  a  road  in 
front  of  his  vv'orks,  taking  several  hundred  prisoners,  a  regi- 
mental color  and  three  guns.  ■  The  second  line  failed  in  doing 
its  part,  and  the  division  was  finally  forced  back  and  held 
a  position  some  sixty  yards  in  advance  of  the  one  they  ^lad  left. 
Gibbon's  Division  advanced  close  to  tlie  enemy's  works,  but 
Avas  repulsed.  Brigadier-General  Tyler  and  six  colonels  were 
killed  in  this  assault.  Hancock's  loss  was  more  tlian  three 
thousand. 

Behind  the  road  wlicrc  Hancock's  left  Division  dislodged  the 
enemy,  as  we  have  stated,  was  an  elevation  known  as  Watt's 
hill,  and  on  thot  ridge  tlie  Confederate  works  formed  a  salient. 
-At  the  time  of  the  general  assault,  tliat  position  was  held  by  a 
very  sninll  force  of  the  enemy,  and,  by  massing  a  body  of  troops 
there,  the  point  could  have  been  carried,  and  its  occupation  by 
our  troops  would  have  compelled  the  enemy  to  refuse  his  right 
and  to  abandon  his  line  on  the  Chickahominy.  The  advantage 
of  the  position  was  seen  too  late. 

The  Sixth  Corps  advanced  without  success  —  every  assault 
being  repulsed.  The  Fifth  Corps,  with  a  thin,  extended  line, 
attempted  nothing,  succeeded,  and  thus  accomplished  more  than 
any  other  c<*rps,  because  they  did  wiiat  they  attempted. 

'I'iie  Xinth  Corps  made  no  move  at  the  time  designated,  but 
about  noon  liad  posted  one  brigade  covering  the  Sluidy  Grove 
I  road,  which  was  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy.     Sometime  in 

j  the  aftei'noon,  Burnside.was  ready  to  assault  the  enemy's  left, 

but  by  that  time  the  general  engagement  had  ceased.  In  fact, 
the  real  action  did  not  last  much  over  ten  minutes.  It  requires 
but  a  very  iytv-r  minutes  after  an  ossanlting  colunm  is  v/cll  up  to 
the  enemy's  works,  to  decide  whctlier  tiiey  go  over  tlie  parapets 
or  return  to  a  safe  position  Ijeyond  Vhq^  range  of  guns.  ^'  The 
troops  went  forward  as   far  as  the  example  of  ofiicers  could 
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-     carry  them,"   \_IIuncoc¥s  report^    '*  nor  was  it  possible  to  urge  t 

them  beyond  ;   for  there  they  knew  lay  only  death,  witliout  | 

even  the  chance  of  victory."     \_S > chiton,  p.  4S7 .']  1' 

I  While  the  Eighteenth  Corps  as  a  body,  made  an  advance  in  | 

I  order  to  engage  the  enemy  all  along  his  line  in  from  of  the  j 

;  corps,  the  principal   work  to  be  accomplished,  was  a  special  | 

I  effort  to  carry  one  of  the  strongest  positions   on  the  enemy's  | 

I  line.      To    Heckman's    Brigade   was    assigned    the    duty    of  | 

I  attemptiiig    an    impossibility,    for    as    well    might    an    Erie  | 

f  '  Canal-boat  wdth  a  single  bow-gun,  try  to   capture  Gibraltar,  | 

!  as  attempt  to  take  by  the  assault  of  one  small  brigade,  the  | 

;  position   against  v>hich    Heckman's  "Siar"  soldiers  were  to  | 

I  be  hurled,  I 

i  ■  When  Smith  received  orders  to  assault  this  position,  he  was  .      | 

I  .'         directed  to  put  in  his  '•  best  brigade."     None  other  would  do,  j 

and,   as  the   General  said,  in  remarking  upon  it  before  the  I 

battle,  it  was  simply  an   order  to  slaughter  Ins  best  troops.  | 

There  was  no  discretion  left  with  him.  | 

The  brigade  was  considerably  to  the  rigkt  of  the  position  to  I 

j  be  assaulted.     The  regiments  formed  Ijy  divibions  and  marched  | 

i  left  obliquely,  until  reaching  about  the  ])oint  of  attack.     The  I 

»  regiments,  or  at  least  the  Twenty-fifth  ]\lassachusetts  which  was  | 

in  advance,  pas.^ed  the  rear  of  a  wooded  elevation  into  a  small  | 

;  ravine,  through  which  extcndi^d  a  ditch  about  eighteen  inches  | 

I  "  wide,  and  of  equal  depth..     Reaching  about  tlie  tenninatiou  of  | 

the  elevation  of  land  !;)etvv'cen  the  enemy's  works  and  tlie  regi- 
ment, an  oblique  movement  to  the  right  was  made,  followed 
immediately  Vty  a  charge  of  the  brigade.  Colonel  Piclcett  at 
the  head  of  the  battalion  ir.oving  up  under  a  severe  tire,  sup- 
ported by  Moulton  ajid  Attwood,  and  the  line  otheers  in  their 
places,  as  soon  as  the  ol)rup.ie  was  completed,  swung  his  sword 
and  gave  the  order  —  ^' For\\"ard  !  double-quick!  charge!" 
Tlie  charge  was  inqjctuous  —  there  was  rio  holding  back— no 
I  faltering,  every  man  nu;vcd  forward  —  furwai-d  to  attain   the 

victory,  but  in   vain  —  vaiidy  as  the  ocean   lullow,  wave  upon  I 
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wave,  })ushes  madly  before  the  storm-wind  and  dashes  against 
Ne\r  Enghand's   roclr-bound  coast — desperately  as    Napoleon 
stormed  the  bridge  of  Lodi,  moved  forward  the  Star  Brigade 
of  the  Eighteenth  Corps. 
!    I  Tennyson  portrayed  the  cliarge  of  the  gaUant  six  hundred 

at  Balaclava,  in  words  to  live  as  long  as  the  English  language 
survives.  Two  stanzas,  so  appropriate  in  application  to  the 
gallant  six  hundred  of  Heckman's  Brigade,  (for  no  more  than 
that  number  joined  the  charge  at  Cold  Harbor,)  we  transfer 
with  a  trifling  change  of  words,  to  this  page  :  — 


"  Forward  the  Star  Erig.-xiie  ! 
I  Was  there  a  man  dlsinay\l  ? 

Not  tho'  the  soldier  knew 
I  Some  one  had  blundered  : 

f  Theirs  not  to  make  reply, 

I  Theirs  not  to  reason  why, 

t  ■  Theirs  but  to  do  and  die,  -  1 

J  Into  tlie  Valley  of  Death  i 

f  Cliar2-ed  the  six  hundred.  1 

I  ^  i 

I                                                                 "    "  Cannon  to  ri^^-ht  of  them,  \ 

4  Cannon  to  left  of  them,  j 

I  Cannon  in  front  of  tlieni,  '  ."                    | 

I'  .           Volley'd  diid  thniidcred;      ,  j 

I  Storm  u  at  with  sliot  and  sliell,  • 

i  Boldly  thf-y  charged  aiul  well, 

I*  Into  tho  jaws  of    Dfaih,  .                         • 

i  Into  tlio  mouth  of  H-.d! 

I  Charged  tlte  six  hundred."  .   ' 

I 

I  Ilockman's  Star  Brigade  as  it  moved  to  the  cliarge  at  Cold  , 

llarljor.  composed   only  a  small   Itody  of  troops,  some  of   tlie  \ 

battalions,  as  for  instance,  the  Twentj-seventh  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  being  mere  skeletons  of  regiments,  and  the  Ninth 
^f^w  Jersey  Yolunteers,  absent  on  l^oard  of  a  transport  in 
tlio  river,  did  not  arrive  in  season  to  })articipate.  Tlie 
l)aitalions  engaged  were  as  follows  :  Twenty-firth  Alassachu- 
sctts  Yolanteers,  Colonel  Pickett  ;  Twenty-third  ^Ias>achusott- 
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ToiuTiteers,  Colonel  •  Elwcll ;  Tv.'enty-sevent]i  Massaclmsetts 
Yoluuteers,  Major  AValker,  and  the  Fifty-fiftli  FcDDsylvania 
Voluiitcerij,  Caiitaiii.  Xesbett. 

The  faiUire  of  tho  attempt  made  with  the  iitiiiost  gallantry  — 
a  gallantry  tliat  received  the  vrarmest  applause  of  tlie  com- 
inaiiding  General,  is  only  an  additional  evidence  of  the  folly 
whicli  assigns  tlie  duty  of  carryiiig  by  assault,  the  most 
impregnable  position  of  the  enemy,  to  a  single  brigade  [not 
as  large  as  a  full  legiment]  without  support.  It  may  be 
the  most  valiant  brigade  of  the  army,  and  none  exceeded 
Heckman's  Brigade  in  discipline  or  prowess  —  it  w^as  the 
"best"  of  the  Eigliteenth  Corps — but,  was  it  mucli  less 
than  slaughter  to  put  the  best  or  the  poorest  into  such  a 
position  without  su])port  'i  In  all  assaults,  we  hnd  tho  supreme 
moment  when  by  the  impetuous  onslauglit  of  a  second  and  a 
third  cobimn  of  attack,  victory  might  be  vron.  iNapoleon  at 
Vv^aterloo,  acted  upon  tliis  principle  when  he  assaulted  the 
Britisli  left,  holding  his  Guard  in  reserve  to  give  the  crowning- 
shock  of  arms.  Lord  Ilaglan  at  ^'ebastopol,  never  attacked 
fortihed  lines  without  abundant  supports — mass  upon  mass 
held  in  reserve  to  be  turned  upon  the  Avorks,  until  the  besieged 
became  exhausted  or  demoralized-.  At  Fredericksburg,  ]\[ca.de's 
Division,  in  i[s  splendid  attack,  was  defeated,  not  by  Greggs' 
Brigade  that  met  the  first  onslaught,  but  by  Early's  Division 
that  formed  Jackson's  second  line. 

Ileckinan's  noble  brigade,  almost  evei-y  man  a  Hercules,  was 
powerless  under  the  terrible  artillery  fire  from  the  front  and 
the  flanks,  and  tlic  galling  fusiladc  poured  directly  into  its 
advancing  line. 

The  position  assaulted  by  Heckman's  Brigade  was  an  im- 
portant point  as  commanding  the  road  to  Gaines'  IMill,  a 
route  which  Grant  determined  should  be  opened  to  allovr  tlic 
onward  march  to  Bichmorid.  Descrilung  the  position  in  its 
front,  there  was  Jirst  a  large  opeiung,  then  a  piece  of  timber 
land,  beyond  this  a  growth  of  small  trees  boj'dering  a  line  of 
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earthworks  whiclj  had  been  used  by  the  enemy  —  beyond  these 

work?  was  an  open,  level  space,  of  about  one  hundred  yards  in 

Avidth,  perhaps  less,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  was  a' ravine, 

\     I  through  which  the  brigade   moved  on  its  way  to  assault :  the 

ravine  was  fringed  by  a  long  narrow  knoll,  covered  wiih  trees, 

upun   the   crest   of  which   hundreds   of   men  were  killed,  and 

\    J  v.'ounded.     Crossing   this  knoll,   was  the  open  space  of   less 

than  one  hundred   yards  in  width,  upon   the  opposite  side  of 

which,  was  the  enemy,  behind  v/orks  made  of  earth  and  logs, 

rlie  right  and  left  turned  so  as  to  enfilade  our  line,  the  enemy 

i  in  these  works  being  about  fifteen  feet  above  the  second  line 

S     ^  of   \sorks,   foi'inerly  used   by  the    enemy,    a,nd   behind  vrhich 

>  our  trooj^s  fornied  as  soon  as  they  could  get  away  from  the 

I  knoll.     The  works  were  mounted  with  guns  having  a  perfect 

f  sweep  against    our  brigade.      Major  xVttwood,  who   gallantly  _  | 

1  charizcd   with    many  of  the    Twentv-ilfth    l^lassachusetts  over  i 

f  ^:  *  "^  .  j 

I  tlic   crest  of   the    knoll,    counted    nine    Confederate  battalion 

flags  in  our  front.     It  vras  near  this  spot  that  many  of  our  j 

officers  and  men  were  wounded   and  killed,  thouo-h  some  fell  I 

among  the  rifl<^-pils  on  the  left  of  tlie  knoll  and  others  upon 
the  cart-path,  which  extended  to  an  angle  in  the  enemy's  line 
of  works.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moulton  and  Lieutenant  Saul, 
.while  charging  with  a  remnant  of  the  regiment  o\er  the  0])en 
space,  found  themselves  where  they  could  not  return,  and, 
I  i;\Hing  down  fo.'  safety,  were  compelled  to  remain  there  uniil 

*'      "  dark,  when  tlie  enemy  came   out,  seising  them  and  all  otliers 

^  who  liad  not  escaped  previously.  . 

I  While  ]Moulion  lay  prone  u[Hjn  the  ground,  some  of  his  com- 

I  rabies  about  liini,  proposed  to  put  up  a  white  (lag  as  a  token  of 

I  surrender,  but  lie  at  once  vetoed  the  suggestion.     Supposing 

1  that  he  and  his  fellows  must   ultimately  fall  into  the  power  of 

I  the  rebels,  he   considerately  placed  his  sword   in  the  rifle-pit 

I  and  covered  it   Vrith   earth,   so   that  his   sword    might   not  l)e 

I  capt'.ued.,  if  he  was.     It  is   &uj)poscd  timt  the  sword  was  not 

I  uftervrards  discovered  by  tiio  encujy. 
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i  -         Soon  after  dark,  a  squad  of  the  enemy  under  a  major  came 

out  to  take  in  our  officers  and  men  who  were  living.  Seeing 
Moulton,  the  major  said  to  him  —  ^' You  un's  flag  is  out  here 
and  I'm  going  to  get  it."     He  went  and  returned  without  it. 

\  Moulton  asked  liiin  why  ho  did  not  get  the  flag?     Tlie  mojor 

I  '  said  he  could  not  find  it. 

;  .  That  was  the  flag  that  Casey  of  Conrpany  C  saved,  and  con- 

I  Toyed  to  tlie  rear  afier  the  battle. 

I     '     •  A  fevr  hours  after  the  failure  of  this  assault,  Meade  sent  an 

order  to  each   corps  conmiander   to  rejiew   the  attack  v/ithout 

,^  reference  to  the  troops  on  the  right  or  left.     The  order  was 

issued   from   corps    headquarters    to  subordinate  commanders, 

I     "  but  to  what  extent  it  went  below  brigade  headquaiTcrs,  we 

i  ■       have  no  means  of  knowing.     No  man  stirred  in  consequence 

of   this  order :    the  immobile  lines  pronounced   a    silent   but  j 

emphatic  verdict  against  further  slaughter.  | 

•     ■■  PERSONAL    HEROISM.  | 

There    were    many    instances    of    personal   heroism  —  one,  j 

which    we    will    relate,   is    worthy   a    pnge    in   tlie  history   of  I 

I            ■     ■      brave    deeds.       Sergeant    Ball,    Company    F,    of    Fitchburg,  | 

'■                       carried    the    State    colors,   a   blue    silk    ilag   witli    the    State  1 

;                        arms  on  one  side.     It  was  ])resen(cd  by  ladies  in  Worcester.  j 

•    ,   .                 T^Tiile    carrying   this    color,  tlie    Sergeant   fell   wounded    and  | 

'-                        Coi'|>orj.l  Jolm   E.  Levis  of  Coni],)any  K,  who  was  one  of  tlie  | 

.    color    guard,   caught    tljc   flag    as  it  fell    with   the    Sergeant.  i 

The  lines   were   broken  —  the   flying  iron  cruslied  bones  like  ■! 

li-lass,  and   me?i  and   officers   seemed   to  ])e    staa''-;'ered,  when  1 

tlic   Corpora],  bearing  tiie   colors   aloft,  ran   ahead,  shouting,  | 

*'  Come   on,  boys !  "     He   was   foHo\\  ed  by  many  of  the  regi-  | 

ment  who  were  upon   that  part  of  the  line.     A  number  fell, 

killed  or  wounded,  and  Jolnmy  Lev\'is  stood  alor\e  far  ahead 

I  of   his  comrades.     His   daring   Ici'l  him  without  support.     In 

\  such   a   storm  of   ludlcis  uu   man  could   li\e.     i\Ien    saw   him 

stngger.     He   toul:  the  staif  frora  the  socket  and  planted   it  In 
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the  groimd,  as  if  determined  tliat  if  he  fell,  tlie  colors  of  the 
T\Yeiity-llfth  should  not  fall. with  liim.  'Tis  but  for  a  moment. 
}{e  reeled  to  and  fro  as  if  tenacious  of  life  ;  lie  looked  toward 
the  enemy  ;  he  looked  up,  as  if  imploring  God  to  receive  his 
spirit,  and,  clutching  the  colors  in  his  dying  throe,  fell  to  the 
earth  enshrouded  in  the  flag  lie  loved  and  died  to  save !  Upon 
that  banner  his  rnanly  form  reposed  sweet  in  death,  while  its 
silken  folds  were  stained  with  his  gallant  blood.  The  flag  was 
considerably  in  advance  of  our  line,  but  the  brave  man  to  save  it 
was  found  in  David  Casey  of  Company  C,  ^v•ho  rushed  forward, 
and  seizing  the  standard  from  the  grasp  of  his  dead  comrade 
of  Company  K,  l)ore  it  safely  to.  the  line  still  held  by  the 
regiment  and  brigade.  The  love  which  young  Lewis  had 
for  his  flag — his  last  thought  in  death,  reminds  us  of  an 
incident  in  the  life  of  Napoleon.  After  the  victory  of 
Lutzen,  which  Napoleon  won  with  an  army  of  young  con- 
scripts, he  was  riding  ovoi-  the  field  of  battle  strewn  wdtli  tlie 
dead  an.d  wounded  of  the  contending  armies.  As  he  passed 
sadly  over  the  gory  plains,  he  came  to  the  dead  body  of  a 
young  Prussian  soldier,  who,  in  deatli,*  clasped  the  Prussian 
flag  most  tenaciously  to  his  bosom.  For  a  moment,  Na])olcon 
gazed  upon,  this  dead  hero  with  moistened  eye,  and,  with  a 
voice  t!'emuloas  with  emotion,  said  — '' Brave  lad  !  In-ave  lad  ! 
you  were  wortliy  to  have  been  born  a  Frenchman.  Gentlemen, 
(tiii'iring  to  liis  oflicers)  you  see  a  soldier  has  for  his  flag  a 
sentimeiit  approaching  to  idolatry.  It  is  the  object  of  Ids 
worship.  I  AN'ish  sonne  of  you  immediately  to  render  funeral 
honors  to  this  young  man,  1  regret  that  1  do  not  know  his 
name,  that  1  might  vrrite  to  ids  famdy.  Do  not  se{>arate  him 
from  his  flag.  These  folds  of  silk  will  be  for  him  an  lionorablc 
shroud,"  There  were  no  funeral  honors  for.  Johnny  Lewis  or 
his  comrade  brave  men  wh.o  fell  that  day !  The  roaring 
artillery  and  the  whistling  minies  were  their  requiem  —  both 
armies  guarded  the  place  where  they  fell,  and  the  carrion 
■  liirds   lioverc'd   over   their  lifeless,  uncovered   l.iodies,   seekimi; 


'fiV? 


r 


320 


T WENTY-'FIFTJI    MAS^A CHUSETTS. 


opportunity  to  make  a  feast.  For  some  time  after  the  assault, 
the  living  officers  and  men  of  tlic  brigade,  held  possession  of 
the  knoll,  sheltering  themselves  l)e]rind  the  crest,  In  the  ravine, 
and  behind  the  trees.  Oihers  were  too  far  advanced  to  think 
of  retreating — they  simply  lay  prostrate  and  still  —  the  man 
Avho  moved,  even  an  arm,  was  remorselessly  shot.  What  can 
we  tliiuk  of  the  liurnonity  of  an  enemy  that  wilfully  shot  its 
wounded  foemen  ?  Tims  laid  Lieuteriant-Colonel  MouUon, 
Lieutenant  Saul,  Corporal  Bugbee  and  a  large-  number  of 
soldiers,  during  the  day.  At  ciglit  o'clock,  p.  M.,  a  party  of 
the  enemy  came  out  as  before  stated,  and  took  them  all 
prisoners. 

Lieutenant  Daly,  niortally  wounde^L  was  prostrate  upon  the 
ground  about  fifteen  paces  in  front,  of  the  line  of  earthworks 
to  wkiicl*  the  brigade  liad  fallen  back.  This  line  was  that 
which  was  occupied  by  the  eneniy  on  the  1st  of  ^wwq^  and 
from  which  he  had  been  driven  by  the  advance  of  oar  arniy. 
From  this  earthwork,  the  distance  was  about  fiA^e  hundred  yards 
to  tlie  line  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Corporal  0.  P.  Boss, 
privates  Asahel  Aldrich  and  Wm.  E.  Battles,  of  Company 
F  vv'cre  ensconced  in  a  riiie-pit  about  half  way  between 
the  two  lines,  ilea  ring  a  call  for  the  Twenty-hi\h  Massa- 
cliusetts,  tliey  found  it  came  from  Daly  w\\o  begged  for  vrater. 
Boss  had  vrater  in  hi>  canteen,  and  he  crawled  out, from  his 
hole,  until  lie  was  able  to  throw  his  canteen  to  within  Daly's 
I'cach.  Finally  I>OhS  determined  to  make  an  elfort  to  get 
over  our  breastworks,  and  upon  making  known  his  deter- 
ndnaiion,  (many  of  oar  soldiers  had  been  shc+t  down  in 
making  the  attem])t)  .\ldncli,  v/ho  was  badly  wounded  and 
vreak  from  loss  of  blood,  determined  to  go  also,  saying  he 
might  as  well  be  shot  tiying  to  escape,  as  to  die  there, 
thougli  he  did  not  wish  to  f)e  sliot  in  tluj.  back.  The  Cor[>oral. 
knowing  tlurt  Aldriidi  was  too  weak  ever  to  reach  our  lines,  and 
yet  seeing  his  determinate  will  to  make  the  attempt,  told  him 
he  vronld  cany  him  over  on  liis  back.     The  ])lan  was  executed, 
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aiid  wonderful  as  it  nray  seem,  the  star  of  good  luck  was  ia  the 
a>ct?iidencv,  and  Boss  went  harriedij  over  the  breastwork  with 
Aldi'ich  clinging  to  hi?  neck.  Over  safely,  ■  Boss  reported 
Ihily's  condition  to  General  Stannard,  and  the  latter  proposed 
that  Daly  be  taken  out  by  digging  a  tunnel  under  the  earth- 
works. Tliis  idea  was  first  suggested  by  General  Smith,  when 
informed  by  the  writer  that  Daly  lay  vrounded  just  beyond  our 
line.  Smith  remarked  ''  that  so  brave  a  man  as  Daly  must  not 
be  left  to  die  without  help,"  and  an  order  to  make  the  cflbrt  to 
save  Daly  was  sent  to  the  front  by  the  w^riter. 
t  Boss   consulted  with    Privates  AYillard    D.  Bianchard    and 

'^  A.  ¥.  Bartlelt,  of  Company  H,  and    these   men  with  W.  0. 

I  Wilder  of  Company  H  and  a  member  of  Company  E,  whose 

1^  name  is  forgotten,  v^a^nt  to  work — three  of  them  excavating 

I  the  tunnel,  "^vhile  the  other  two,  Boss  and  Bianchard,  crawled 

^  over  the  works,  dug;  a  trench  to  where  Daly  lay  and  "got  him 

\         ■        upon  a  ruliber  blanket.     This  was  a  long  piece  of  work  and 
y  required  great  caution,  but  it  was  successfully  executed,  and 

upon  reaching  the  earthwork,  Boss  and  Blancliard,  by  digging, 
'  soon  met   Bartlett,  Wilder  and   tlie  Company  E  man,  on  the 

5  otlier  side.     The  hole  vv'as  finallv  made  larp;e  enoui2;h,  and  Daly 

I  drawn  through,  in  a  very  exhausted  condition.     Placed  upon  a 

siretcher,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  iield  liospital. 
[  Some  days  alter,  four  soldiers  of  the  regiment  volunteered 

f  fn-  tlie  duty,  and  conveyed  tlie  lieutenant  on  a  stretclier  to  tlie 

i  ^Vllilo  Jiuuse.     He  was    afterwards    removed  to  Washington, 

I  whei-c  he  died  Jane  23rd. 

f  After  the  severity  of  the  struggle  was  over,  and  officers  and 

I  Uien  clang  close  to  the  earth  to  avoid  the  fast-flying  bullets 

I  of   the  enemy,  ^lortindale,  the  Division  Commander,  who  had 

been  communing  with  himself  and  a  cigar,  ensconced  beliind  a 
l;uu'<'  tree,  suddenly  possessed  himself  of  wrikefalness  sufficient 
to  discover  that  the  Fifty-lifth  Pennsylvania  Yolunleers  were 
Very  mucli  demorali/.ed.  Seeing  Colonel  Pickett  upon  the 
'jr.iiuid   not  far  away,  he  asked  him  if  he  would  go  over  to  tlie 
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Fifry-fitlh  Ecgiment  aiid  sec  if  ho  could  '■  straiglUen  them  out." 
Woaiiued.  tlie  Colonel  saw  well  criondi  wliat  ought  to  be  done, 
but,  liuable  to  move,  lie  a!!^^ve^ed — •'■  It  I  had  two  legs,  General, 
I  would  go;"  "Are  you  wouudeil?"  queried  tiie  General; 
"I  rathiCr  tliiuk  1  am!  "  he  ans^\'ered,  and  so  the  men  of  the 
FifrwddYh  Perinsylvania  were  left  to  straighten  themselves  out 
as  best  thev  could. 

At  early  dawn  of  the  8rd,  General  Smith  fixed  his  head- 
qnartei's  upon  a  little  hillocl':  covered  witli  trees  about  a  (juarter 
of  a  mile  in  the  left  rear  of  the  position  to  be  assaulted,  and 
witliin  the  musketry  fire  of  the  enemy.  There  he  and  his  staff 
remained  during  the  dav  and  until  tlie  afternoon,  wdien  the 
baitle  ^\as  mosily  over.  There  wns  no  shelter  whatever,  and 
the  General  vrould  not  allow"  even  one  of  his  orderlies  to  secure 
himself  beldnd  a  friendly  tree.  During  the  day,  several  per- 
sons ■\>'ere  killed  on  that  hillock.  The  General  ^vas  very  much 
troubled  because  of  men  wlio  straggled  from  the  front  —  men 
who  soaglit  the  rear  to  avoid  the  hostile  bullet  and  to  add 
to  the  donger  of  their  comrades.  General  Snutli  ^vas  as  mucli- 
the  hater  oi  sii'agglers  as  was  the  Grecian  king  when  he  said 
at  the  fabled  siege  of  Troy — 


''  Wliosoover  ^h-'.M  be  founJ 

*  -''-  Skulkii!--  from  tiie  h  p 
Shall  be  the  feast  ox  birds  o**  ]n'v   o^.d  (^o^'-vi 


Wc  are  pretty  certain  that  some  of  these  stragglers  of  June  Srd 
would  be  surprised  to  know  hovr  very  nearly  tliey  l>ecame  food 
for  v^o^ms.  if  not  a  feast  for  ''  Inrds  of  |U'ey  and  dogs."  In 
the  discharge  of  our  official  duty,  and  under  positive  orders, 
we  Iiad  tlie  I'Ope  tightened  about  tlio  necks  of  two  stragglers, 
who  in  a  moment  would  have  been  non  ed  iavodus  to  tiieir 
regimciits,  if  the  General  had  rxot  reltTited.  I'he  numbeJ* 
of  stragglers  from  tlie  cor})S  was  com|)aratively  small,  and 
yet   it  v/as  too  largos 
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I  It  was  while  at  this  spot  that  Colonel  Pickett  Ys'as  brought  out 

I  wounded  in  the  hip,  and  was  conducted  to  our  little  knoll,  where 

f  General  Sinithx  congraiulated  him  upon  his  ability  to  be  broug^it 

out  at  all,  and  upon  the  bravery  of  theTwenty-iifth  Massachusetts 
and  Heckman's  Brigade.  Colonel  Pickett  was  taken  to  the 
iield  hospital,  evidently  suffering  great  pain  froin  his  severe 
wound.  In  his  retirement,  the  regiment  ^suffered  the  loss  of  a 
brave  and  discreet  leader  in  wliom  it  had  entire  confidence. 
Before  tlie  Colonel  came,  we  saw  Major  Attwood  approaching 
from  the  front.  He  was  holding  up  his  arm  which  was  lifeless 
from  a  severe  wound — his  face  was  pale  with  pain  and  exhaus- 
tion. Wq  aided  him  to  our  little  knoll,  and  listened  for  a 
moment  to  the  names  of  comrades  killed  or  wounded  so  far  as 
1  he  knew  —  and   tlieu  he  insisted  upon  going  back,  declining 

§  even  to  wait  for  a  surgeon  to  dress  his  arm.     \sq  expostulated, 

L  but  lie  said  Pickett  vras  alone,  for  Moulton  had   gone  down 

I*  (supposed  killed)  and  lie  would  not  desert  tlie  Colonel  in  tiiis 

I'  emergency,  and  so  he  went  back.     An  hour  or  t^-^'o  after  Pickett 

I  was  taken  to  the  rear,  Attwood  again  came  out,  and  by  tliis 

I  tinu3  his  arm  had  become  so  painful,  he  was  willing  to  retire  to 

1^  the  hospital,  but 'it  was  only  by  the  use  of  some  adjectives  on 

**  .      our  part,  that  he  vould  consent  to  sit  by  the  side  of  tlie  driver 

I  and  ri(hj   to  the   hospital,  a  mile   and  a  half    to  the  rear  — 

I         .  he  thought  he  could  walk,  that  others  worse  off  might  ride. 

Wounded  officers  wcj-c  not  always  so  thoughtful  of  the  needs  of 
othei's,  and  manv,  after  receiving;  one  wound,  were  not  anxious 
lo  expose  themselves  to  a  second,  or  to  death. 

Tiiis  was  the  last  day  of  service  the  young  ]^Iajor  performed 
with  liis  regiment,  for,  on  being  taken  to  the  hospital  at 
Washington,  I).  C,  far  away  from  the  responsibility  and 
excitement  of  tlie  batlle-tield^  the  ravages  which  chronic 
di;irrh(ra  had  been  making  upon  h.is  system  for  many  motitlis 
showed  their  eftecrs,  and,  coupled  with  his  wound,  soon  reduced 
p-  his  liealth  to  a  very  ]>i-ecarious  state.     A  leave  of  absen.ce  to  go 

I  liome   was    gi'anted    him,   and    for   some    two   months    he   was 
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confined  to  his  bouse,  his  fjuiiilv  fearing  his  days  were  num- 
bered, lie  hinjseir,  feeiiug  that  there  was  little  prospect  of 
returning  to  the  regiment,  and  especially  desiring  not  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  any  oflicer's  promotion,  resigned  upon  surgeon's 
certificate  of  disability,  and  was  honoraWj  disciiurged  xVugust 
18th,  1864,  having  entered  tlie  service  in  April,  1861. 

As  illustrating    the   friendship  existing    among   the  officers 
of   the  regiment,  we  insert  the  follosying:  — 


"Worcester,  Septemb'ftr  lOtli,  16G4. 

Major  C.  G.  Attv>  ood,  Boston, 

Mv  Dear  Mnjor:  —  Your  kind  letter  is  recei^  ed  and  read  \nt\x  mncli 
satisfaction.  The  sentiments  tlierein  expressed  arc  niuch  more  than  1  deserve, 
yet  it  is  \erv  u  rati  tying;  iu;leed  to  k.v.uw  that  tlie  liarinony  that  has  always 
existed  between  us  still  remains,  and  that  yon  are  charitable,  enough  to  overlook 
my-  iraperfcctions,  for  with  all  my  faults  —  and  they  are  many  —  I  can  truly  say 
I  never  desipiedly  caused  yon  an  unpleasant  feeling  or  thought,  my  onl}-  aim 
being  to  do  ray  duty  acceptably,  and  at  the  same  time  retain  the  goorl  will, 
if  possible,  of  the  officers  Avith  whom  1  was  associated  in  the  just,  and,  I  liope, 
soon  to  be  succe.T.>ful  cause  of  our  beloved  coiintry. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say,  that  I  regret  yoiir  loss,  for  I  have  counselled  with 
yon  bi.ith  o!lic;aliy  and  otlierwiso,  witli  profit  tv  niyirelt  aui.l  to  tlie  reginieid.  and 
I  shall  miss  you  greatly  in  uKiny  ways.  Yon.  h:ive  perfornied  your  duty  v.ith 
fidelity,  filling  the  respective  positions  of  Captain  and  ?Jajor  with  abiiiiy,  credit 
to  yourself  and  honor  to  che  service. 

Whenever  you  have  been  loft  iiM  co'annanil,  I  have  pbved  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  yoi; r  ju'lciUierJ  and  good  numagement  of  affairs,  leeL'ng  assured  that 
the  discijdine,  edicieucy  and  reputation  of  the  good  old  regiment  would  be  well 
sustained  under  your  administration,  and  I  have  never  been  disappointed. 

furthermore,  the  prompt  and  willing  assistance  rendered  me  on  all  occasions, 
tlio  courtesy,  re.-]iect  and  always  kind  treatmeiic  received  from  you,  willljo  lield 
in  grateful  reintitdjrance  to  tlie  end  of  my  exi.stence. 

True,  our  "dieial  coisnection  is  dis.^olved  ;  }ou  h.ave  returned  to  tlie  j)eaceful 
pursuits  of  civil  life,  }et  I  sh;vli  alwu}S  retlect  with  ])l'-;iviire  upoji  tlie  niatiy 
social  and  happy  bonis  we  have  ]>ass(;d,  thankful  to  die  Sapren.ie  Kulor  for 
carryin,u-  us  sat'^dy  through  tlie  perils  and  dangers  we  liave  faced  fugctlier,  and 
shall  consider  and  looi:  uj)0n  yon  as  one  of  tb.e  fevv  ^ve  meet  on  tlie  trouldi,-d 
stream  of  life,  :.  true,  tried  and  faithful  friend.  No  lunger  a  soldier,  still  t!ie 
same  corilial,  genial  conipaniini  as  ever. 

May  health  and  .-■ui-cess  atteu'l  yen,  and  that  every  l>les.4ing  may  be  sln>\\ cred 
up<m  you  tiiat  will  contribute  to  your  prosperity,  contentjiieut  and  ha]) [-in •;>.-.,  is 
the  must  ft  rvent  wisli  of 

Yunr  old  eomrade  in  iunis  and  .-in(M.'re  frierid, 

J.   I'r(  KKTT,  C<tic:(.l   TiCi  rdii-^fijili  M^'£><'f:liusiUs  Injaiifri/. 
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f  ^fajor  Attwood  was  afterwards  brevetted  Lieutenant-Colonel 

f  "for  gallant  and   meritorious   service- during  tlie  war."     His 

r  health    gradually    improved,    and,    settling   down    to   business 

in  ]>oston,  he  has  remained  there  to  this  time.  He  was 
appointed  Deputy  Collector  of  the  port  of  Boston  soon  after 
the  war,  whicli  position  he  iield  for  about  live  years,  resigning 
to  accept  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and, 
if  our  judgment  is  not  at  fault,  other  and  more  important 
■  ■  '         positions  will  yet  await  his  acceptance. 

in  187G  he  was  appointed  Inspector-General  of  Massacliu- 
setts,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  and,  during  liis 
V-  ■  occupancy  of  tliat  position,  covering  a  period  of  more  than 
.;  ;■  thi'eo  years,  the  entire  State  militia  was  several  times  carefully 
inspected  by  him,  tlie  poor  and.  surplus  companies  disbanded, 
and  tlie  troops  organized  into  a  force,  univers'ally  acknowiedgcd 
to  be  th.e  finest  and  most  efficient  in  tlie  country. 

PJarly  in  the  day,  learning  vrhere  the  wouinied  of  tlie  Twenty- 
,  ■  fifth  ilassachusetts  were  beinii'  broudit  out,  the  writer  asked 
General  Smith's  permission  to  go  there  to  their  succor,  "Yes, 
go,  of  course,  and  aid  the  poor  feliov\'s  as  mucii  as  you  can.'' 
Stern  in  requiring  strict  obedience  to  orders,  terrible  in  his 
ang'ci'  if  oniccT'S  ov  men  failed  to  do  their  duty  or  cravenly 
siiirked  it,  he  was  yet  as  tender  as  a  yoimg  girl  in  his  feelings, 
Willi  a  heart  full  of  sympatliy  for  all  vvho  sutfered.  His 
dv-epcst  feelings  were  stirred  up;  when  he  knew  tliat  Heckman's 
I:  Brigade  was  doomed  for  the  sacrifice,  and  when  tiie  anticipated 

I  result  came,  liis  lieart  was  full  of  sorrow  for  tlie  loss  of  brave 

I  oillcers  an.d  men  killed  and  wormded. 

I  AVe  fvrund  tiic  place  wliere  the  wounded  Vv'cre  being  brought 

L  our  by  thiC  strclclier-bearers.     Lying  in  a  long  row,  side  by  side 

upon  the  ground,  were  our  comra<les  of  tlie  Twenty-fifUi  Massa- 
chusetts, including  a  liumficr  of  Company  K,  among  them, 
S(Tg('ant  Luke  T.  Drury,  Corporal  Myron  W,  Davis,  Privates 
rhauncey  P.  Demond,  A.  P.  Davis,  Isaac  Creed  (three  wounds) 
and  many  others.  Of  the  terribly  wounded,  left  on  the  field, 
was  Private  Ed\\"a.rd  P.  Rockvvood  of  Company  H,  wounded  in 
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seven  places,  viz.:  face,  chin,  shoulder,  ribs  (broken),  calf  of 
leg,  instep  and  second  toe  (which  was  anipiitatcd  by  the  Con- 
federate surgeon).  The  rebels  intended  to  leave  Rockwood  on 
the  field,  thinknig  it  was  not  worth  the  trouble  to  try  to  save 
his  life,  V>ut  his  captured  comrades  put  him  into  a  blanket  and 
carried  him  to  an  ambulance  bound  for  llichmond,  and  Rock- 
wood  lived,  in  spite  of  his  many  wounds  and  the  neglect  of  the 
Confederates,  and  was  pai'oled  during  the  succeeding  autumn. 
Doing  the  best  we  could  v\'ith  the  means  at  hani:l,  to  aid  the 
wounded  of  the  Twenty-fifth  jMassachusetts  who  had  been 
brought  out,  vve  moved  further  into  tlie  u'oods,  wlien  we 
were  met  \iy  a  stretcher  borne  cai'efally  along,  arid  u})oa  it, 
pale  and  ghastly,  was  Captain  Thomas  O'Neill.  Ttie  death 
mark  v^'as  upon  his  brow,  as  we  clasped  liands  there  under 
the  trees,  the  stretcher-bearers  having  placed  the  Captain 
upon  the  ground,  and  taken  a  position  a  little  to  tlic  rear. 
During  our  conversation,  he  bade  iis  tell  his  mother  "  tliat 
I  die  f 07'  lay  country  ^^^  ■ami  then,  wishing  to  have  all  earthly 
matters  settled,  lie  made  to  us  his  nuncupative  vviil,  which 
finished,  we  bade  each  other  farewell,  and  never  again  did 
we  see  brave' Tom  O'xN'eil]  !  He  died  at  five  o'clock  the 
next  morning. 

We  are  indeljted  to  a  warm  ])crsorial  friend  of  Cav^tain, 
O'Neiirs,  resident  in  Worcester,  for  many  interesting  facts 
relating  to  the  life  of  the  Captain,  and  to  his  ancestral 
histosy. 

Captain  Tlionuis  O'Xeill  was  born  in  Worcester,  [jiass.] 
Augur^t  17th,  1S?)5..  He  was  descended  from  the  noblesi  and 
most,  martial  family  of  the  Irish  race,  the  •'  O'Neills.'' 

His  nncle  Arthur,  served  under  NeLon  and  vras  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Trafalgar.  Another  uncle,  James,  Avas  killed 
on  the  retreat  under  Pir  J.)hn  3.L)ore.  His  father,  Clmrles 
O'Neill,  was  borii  in  l>a!;(i:ilk,  Sijulh  County,  Ireland,  in 
June,  ITO-"^.  He  served  in  the  Feninswhi  canspaign  and  look 
part  in  tlu^  famed  batile  of  Waterloo,  un.der  Wellington,  where 
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Capt.  Thomas  O'Neill. 
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lie  wa?  wounded.  Cliarles  O'Neill  cmigTated  to  Canada  in 
1830,  and  soon  after  came  to  the  United  States,  sottlinp;  in 
AVorcester,  wliere  lie  died  Jane  IGrli,  1852. 

Thoraas,  possessing  all  the  milit;jry  ardor  of  his  family, 
united,  when  a  ineix-  l)oy,  with  the  •'  Jaekson  Guards,"  an 
Irish  niilltary  company  of  AYorcestcr.  remaining  in  that  organ- 
ization until  its  disbandment  by  Governor  Gardner,  January 
9th,  1855. 

In  18G1,  the  Emnjot  Guards  of  Worcester  received  a  chai'ter 
from  tlie  State,  and   Thomas  O'Neill  attaclied  himself  to  that 
organization,  and  was  elected  Third  Lieutenant.     He  followed 
I  that  company  into  tlie  ■^A'ar,  as  v>'e  have  already  stated. 

I  Cv:iptain  "  Tom,"  as  vve  always  crdled  liim.  had  tivo  charac- 

I  ters  —  one  like  that  of  a  gentle  woman,  mild,  genial,  affable 

and  modest,  with  a  vuice  so  modulated  that  he  often  spoke  as 
softly  as  a  young  cliild  —  another  character,  one  that  was 
necessiiry  to  get  through  the  world  witli,  one  necessary  to 
give  him  command  over  those  cominitted  to  his  cliarge  — 
brave,  dashing,  uudaunted,  v.ith  a  voice  that  would  i'oar  like 
a  lion,  and  eyes  that  would  flash  fire  against  opposition.  He 
possessed  unusual  strength,  and  was  thoroughly  trained  in  the 
pugilistic  art. 

I  After  the  death  of  Captain  O'Neill,  on  the  morninij;  of  June 

I  1th,   Ids  ])ody   was   embalmed  and    sent   home  for   interment. 

I  His  funeral  took  place  JuYxe  13th,  and  was  attended  by  the 

I  citv    ii"overnment    of    AVorcestcr,   tlie    Irish    societies,    and    an 

i      "  inmiense    concourse    of   yioople.     Escort    duty   was   |)erformed 

by  the  State  Guard.  At  St.  John's  churcli,  an  addi'oss  was 
delivered  by  Kev,  P.  T.  O^Ileillcy.  At  the  cemetery,  the 
obsequies  were  conduct<.'d  by  Ivcv.  John  J.  Power. 

Tlu,^  jicrsonal  appearance  of  Captain  O'Neill  vras  command- 
ing. Ill  stature,  he  was  a'>out  five  feet  ten  inches:  had  jet 
black  liair,  Ijlack  eyes,  a  Jtght  and  muscular  frame;  his  look, 
bearing  and  ijiilitary  carriage,  reminding  one  of  th.e  historic 
soldiei's  —  of  tlie  famous  O'Neills  of  I'h'in's  ureen  isle. 
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Among  the  ancients,  those  who  died  in  th,c  bloom  of  youili  "  i 

were    regarded    as   the   special    favorites    of   the   gods.      The  | 

Athenian  I'yrta^sus,  vdiose  pen  vied  v/ith  tlie  sliarjiness  of  his  | 

svv'ord,  most  beautifully  celebrates  the  death  of   the  youthful  'i 
upon  the  field  of  glory:  — 

"The  youth  —  the  lioro  youth  who  dies  in  blooniirig-  year.-, 
In  man's  regret  he  lives  and  woman's  tears  ; 
More  beautiful  in  death,  and  lovelier  far 
\  For  liavinj^  perished  in  tise  front  of  Avai." 


After  Captain   O'Neill  was  taken  to  the  field  liospiial,  he  | 

and  Lieutenant  McConviilc  were  provided  with  a  small  teut  | 

together.     Sui-geon   Rice  called    to  see  them   and  as  he  ap-  \ 

preached   O'Neill,  the  latter  grasped  his  hand  and  asked —  1 

''Doctor,  have  I   got  a  fatal  vround?"     "Yes,"  replied   the  j 

surgeon,   "I   fear   your  wound    is    mortal."      Just    then,  tlie  I 

Color    Sergeant,    McHugh   of    Company    E.    came    in,    and,  I 

drawing   tlie    National    colors   from    his   lii'east,    exclaiuied —  | 

*' Captain,   I    brought   off    the   flag;    here    it   is!"      Captain  | 

O'Neill    grasped    the    flag,    staining    it   with   his    blood,    and  | 

said  :  —  j 

"Doctor,  I  am  willing  to  die  for  that  dear  old  flag,  and  I  only  5 

wisli  I  iiad  two  lives  to  o;ivo  my  country!"  I 

During   the  battle,  th.c  staiT  became  broken,   and  in  orde'.'  \ 

to  save  the  flag,  Sergeant  TvIcHugh  tore  the   silk  fi'om  wliat  | 

was  left  of    the  stall"   and   placing  it  in  Ids  breast,  buitoniug  | 

his  coat  over  it,  bore  it  safely  from  the  field.     Learning  that  | 

his  brave  Captain  Avas  near  the  gates  of  death,  he  vrent  to  the  | 

rear  to  announce  to  hiui  tliat  the  flag  was  safe.  We  never 
think  of  these  incidents  connected  witlt  the  last  hours  of 
Captain  Tom  O'Neill,  and  the  thoughtfulne^s  of  Sergeant 
;^tcIIugh,  without  giving  a  kindly  thouglit  to  the  brave  men  of 
Company  E  whom  Cajjiain  Tom  commanded,  and  w^no  in  his 
hands,  were  like  clay  in  tiie  hands  of  t!ie  potter. 
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Xtar    Captain    O'Xoill   upon,  that   field   of   blood,   lay   his 
|K*i'so!ial    friend,   Lieutenant   Henry  McConville,    Adjutant   of  j 

the   Twenty-Mth    jMas.^achusetts.      He    was   wounded    in    the  1 

I  head,  and  there  was  a  death-like  expression  in  his  face.     We 

I  '  washed  the  blood  from  his  wound— he  asked  with  an  anxious 

|,  look,  if  it  was  a  fatal  wound  ?     He  was  told  that  there  was 

I  only  a  chance  for  his  life:  '-Well,"  said  he,  "if  there's  only 

f  one  chance,  .PR  take  that!'''     But  his  pluck  did  not  avail  him  ; 

h  he  died  some  days  o/ter  in  Washington,  laruented  by  all  who 

I''  k'lew  his  sweetness  of  disposition  and  maidy  character.     Lieu- 

\  tenant  McConville,  by   education,  acquired   endowments,  and 

■^  many  notural  gifts,  was  capable  of  adorning  any  position  he 

I  miglit  tin.     He  was  a  most  genial  companion -and  the  life  of 

every  circle  in  which  lie  moved.     He  was  proficient  in  the  art 
I  of  music  and  possessed  a  gift  of  oratory  which  would  fit  him 

^  for  a  leader  among    the  people.     Had   he  lived,  a  brilliant 

I  future  must  have  opened  before  him, 

I  Among  other  officers  wounded,  not  already  mentioned,  were 

I  Captain  Chas.  H.  Foss  of  Company  F,  Avounded  severely  in.  the 

tlitLdi ;  Captain  Wm.  Emery  of  Company  B  ;  Lieutenant  Henry 

i  iFathews,   Company    G,  morlally  vfouuded ;   Lieutenant  Chas. 

H.  Felton,  Company  B,  moi'tally  wounded ;  Lieutenant  James    • 
^  C.  Vrooilworth,  Company  H  (in  the  iirui)  ;  Lieutenant  Merritt  j 

1^  L.  Be-sey,  Co:])})aiiy  A  ('^•houlder).     [Lieutenant  F>essey  was  j 

f  si!i"e  of  a  wound  when  there  was  any  lighting.     This  was  so  [ 

r,Maeh  expected  as  a  matter  of  luck,  that  v\hen  our  ofilcers  met 
J  after  an   action,   the   usual   (|uest!on   was,   "  Where   is   Bessey 

J  wouuded  tliis  time  ?"]     Lieutenant  George  Burr,  Company  A 

I  (head)  ;    Lieutenant    Messcr   of    Company   C   and    Lieutenant 

*,  Johnson  of  Company  B;  Lieutenant  James  Graham  of  Com- 

I  |>any  F  was  instantly  killed  and  left  on  the  field.     Graham  vras 

i  a  iv>ident  of  Fltchbnrg  and  a  young  officer  of  more  than  ordi- 

I         ^        i'^'.iyy  merit. 

I  Ar)ropn;  to  tlie  death  of  Graham  is  an  incident  worth  relat- 

f  ihu".     Oil  ihii  nio-ht  i.receding-  the  battle,  the  Lieutenant  went  to 

I 
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;'  the   rear  in  ciiargo   of  a  sij^nad  of  men,  to  obtain  rations  or       ! 

y  ■  ^  ammunition.      Daring    his    absence,    he    visited    lieadquartei's,       1 

\^  and   n})on   relurning,   said    to    Captain    Foss  —  "Captain,    we        j- 

I  have  a  job  on  liand  for  to-morrow  morning,"  tidding,  tliat  lie       j 

I:  •  '   overheard    a    conversation    among    officers    of   the    stad".      He        j    " 

I  heard   them   soy  "that  near  by,  tlie  rebels  had  some  strung        \ 

I  works,  wliich  we  are  to  assault  in  the  morning."     The  Captain        i 

j  answered,  —  "Very  well,  Jim,  we  shall  undoubtedly  be  there! "        j 

j  The  LieiUenant  mused  for  a  moment,  and  then  said,  "  Captain,        1 

j  •  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  one  or  both  of  us  will  go  up  to-mor-        ! 

I  "  row  morning,  and  if  anything  happens  to  me,  I  want  you  to         \ 

i  i  take  care  of  me,  and  if  you  are  hurt  and  I  am  not.  I  will  take         » 

,  '  care  of  vou."     His  Oa})tain  answered  —  "  Yes,  Jim,  I  will  see       ■  \ 

i  to  that.     If  you  are  hurt  I  will  look  out  for  you,  if  I'm  alive."         \ 

I  The  morning,  tame,  and    both    officers  were   in   their  places,         I 

{':  working  up  througli  shot  and  sliell ^to  witliin  charging  distance         j 

of  the  enemy's  position  to  be  assaulted.  "  Forvrard  !  double-  ! 
quick,  charge  I  "  and  on  went  the  regiment  into  the  jaws  of  1 
.death.      Foss    fell   witli   a   shoi   through   his   thigh,   saying   to  S 

;;  Lieutenant  Graham  — "  Go  on,  Jim,  I  have  got  one  of  them  I  "  i 

I  Graham  replied  —  "I  will  tell  Captain  Tucker  that  he  is- in  | 

{       ,  •   .    command     '  the  di'  *  -^on.''     The  regiment  was  in  close  coluinn  | 

:  b}^    divisi<  n,    Foss    crmmanding    the    second    di\■i^ion    of    the  \ 

'-  column.     Graliam  immediately  leap'-d  over  a  low  breastwork.  | 

*  i;  and  in    doing  so,  was  shot  dead.        oss,  severely  wounded,  | 

•     '  could  not  help  his  Allien  Lieutenant,  and  Graham,  stift'ening  in  j 

-  -  death  could  not.  succor  his  woandci  Captain.     The  bi'ave  Lieu-  j 

tenant  laid  crossed  over  the  inver  and  laid  there  with  the  dead.,  { 

.      and  v\dien  the  time  for  burial  came,  lie  could  riot  be  recognized  \ 

by  his  late  comrades  who  sought  iov  him  where  lie  f?lL     Gra-  \ 

"ham,  in  speaking  as  he  did  the  night  before  tlie  battle,  evinced  1 

no  feeling  of  fear.     He   was  brave  and  fearless,  but  he  had  j 

inlbrnmtion  of  an  impcjiding  struggle- — he  realized  the  danger,  ; 

\  pcrha])S  had  a  pri.'sentiment  of  wounds  or  death.     He  had  never 

[    -  previously  spolcei^    in  that   manner,  but  it  is  })o>sihle  he  never 
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before  knew  as  well  previous  to  the  action,  what  the  movement 
vras  to  be  and  how  much,  clanger  attended  it.  ll  v/as  not  iinirsual, 
particularly  among  the  oQicei-s,  to  anticipate  wounds  and  death, 
and  we  think  it  is  true,  that  most  of  the  oflicers  had  confided 
to  some  comrade  such  little  details  as  tliey  wished  attended  to 
in  ca-^-e  of  mishap. 

The  sad  day  of  Cold  Harbor  resulted  in  a  serious  loss  to  the 
Twenty-iifth  Regiment  in  the  large  death  list  of  many  gallant 
f  non-commissioned  ofiicers  and  men.     Among  the  mauy.  vre  can 

^'     '  only  notice  a  few.     Sergeant  Orlando  Hodgkins  af  Conipany 

J  D,  a  brave  young   soldier,  modest  and   retiring  in  his  dispo- 

I  sition,   who  had   served   during   the  three  rnontlis'   service  in 

\  the  Worcester  Liglit  Infantry  with  the   Sixtli    Massachusetts, 

J      ■  was  killed  early  in  the  action,  and  his  body  was  never  recov- 

r  ered.     Sergeant  Wm.  J.  Bond  of  Company  K,  an  earnest,  true 

f  man,   was    instiiuily   killed,   and    tliongh    diligent    search   was 

I  made  at  the  time  of  the  truce,  his  body  could  not  be  identified 

I  on  the  field.     Private  Albei't  S.  Hard  of  Company  H,  an  only 

son,  patriotic  and  zealous,  who  entered  the  service  because  he 
I  '    believed  if  his  dut}/,  gave  rq)  his  life  on  the  bloody  field,  and 

>i  w^as  buried  wdiere  lie  fell. 

1  .  Cor]>oral  Geoige  W.  Br-'wer  of  Con.ipnny  1^,  a  beloved  son, 

I      ^  a  favorik^  vriili  his  earlv  associates,  and  esteemed  bv  all  for  the 

}  miritv  of  his  character,  went  cheerfuUv  to  the  service  of  his 

I  r  ./  "... 

I  country,  and   in  that  service  was  always  prompt  in  his  duties. 

i  •       Such  a  soldier,  we   need  -uot  say,  had  the  confidence   of   his 

I  ofiicers  and   the  love  of  his  comra<les.     Cor|,>oral  ]>rewer  fell 

i  '         mortally  wounded,  and  soon  expiring,  vras  buried  on  the  Held. 

I  in   tlie   pretty   cemetery  of  his   native   tov/n,   (J'^o^vlston)   kind 

friends  have  erected  a  tablet  to  his  memor}-,  ar<d,  as  the  first 
spring  flowers,  year  after  year,  blossom  witli  fragrance,  loving 
hands  fashion  th<Mn  in  vrreaths  n[)on  ilie  nnii'blc  that  perpetuates 
tht3  memory  of  the  brave  Corporal  of  Com|)any  I).' 

'*Our  children  and  our  children's  children,  will  read  v.ith  muistencd 
eves,  tlie   ^torv  of  the    rol»ellion  ;  anil   wiri\   \Y()ndor  and  admiration 
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dwell  upon  the  sublime  sacrifice,  and  deeds  of  heroism,  and  martyr- 
eudurance  of  that  peace-loving  host,  who,  to  save  their  country, 
periled  their  lives.  Though  dead  they  will  speak;  —  a  voice  that 
never  dies.  2so  length  of  years  ;  no  life  of  ease  ;  nor  wealtli,  nor 
station,  could  have  given  such  interest  or  value  to  their  lives,  as  this 
cue  offering  upon  the  altar  of  liberty. 

"Weep  for  your  loved  ones  slain,  but  let  your  grief  be  mingled 
with  joy  that  they  died  in  such  a  cause,  and  that  their  works  do 
follow  tlieni."     [Rev.  Merrill  Eichardson.] 

At  the  field  hospital,  Surgeon  Eice  of  the  Tweiity-flftli 
Massaciiusetts,  had  the  principal  care  of  amputations,  and  was 
unremitting  in  his  attentions  to  all. 

Soon  after  the  battle  was  over,  we  rode  down  to  the  field 
hospital  located  on  the  slopes  of  some  deep  ravines,  and  where, 
among  otliers,  the  wounded  of*  the  Tweiity-fifth  Massachusetts 
lay  suffering.  Pluman  power  could  do  no  more  than  was  done 
to  make  tliem  comfortable.  We  will  not  attempt  to  describe  tlie 
souibre  picture  of  snlTeriug  we  tliere  saw— the  distress  which 
oppressed  us  as  w^e  looked  upon  the  mangled  foj-ms,  and  into 
the  haggard,  smoke-begrimmed  faces  of  brave  men,  beloved 
compjanions,  comrades  in  arms  —  souie  of  wdiose  faces  we  knew 
would  soon  be  rigid  in  death.  Death  !  Yes,  welcome  death 
whicli  has  lost  its  sting — "welcome  that  death,  bringing  victory 
over  misery,  and  removing'  these  mangled  bodies  from  the 
scenes  of  horror  aljout  ns :  welcome  deatli  with  whatever 
future  it  brings,  for  nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  misery 
following  the  battle.  Is  it  strange  that  amid  such  scenes, 
the  face  of  the  youthful  soldier  wrinkles,  and  the  iiair  of  the 
strong  man  becomes  prematurely  grey?  Here,  amid  th^e 
wouuded  and  the  tlying,  we  were  so  far  in  the  rear  that  the 
incessant  roll  of  musketry  was  not  annoying,  and  yet  we  vv-ere 
so  ^near  the  front,  that  many  times  the  zip,  zip  of  the  flying 
minies,  an.d  oftener,  the  lieavier  discharge  of  ariiilery,  was 
lieard  mingling  its  echoes  with  the  moaning  of  the  distressed. 
During  one  of  the   davs  succeeding  the   battle,  one  man   was 
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I  WEABING   THE    BLUE.                                    i^oo 

I  killed  at  this  field  liospital  by  concussion  of  a  shell,  after  he 

I  had  suffered  araputation.                                           ,  \ 

I  .                                '    .                          "        .  i 

f  "I  looked  into   the  officers'  hospital   tent  on  the  morniujj  of  June  -! 

I  4th.     Daly  lay  on  the  outside  nearest  the  edge.     lie  was  suffering  ! 

I  acutely,  and   told   me  of  the  terrible  pain,  wliich  was  all  too  violent  j 

I  as  he   tossed   in   liis  agony.     Colonel    Pickett  just  below  him,  was 

I  sitting  half  upright.     Foss  and  Emery  lay  near,  while  further  on,  I  f 

I  remember  Pelton,  lying  on   liis  side,  verij  quiet  ;  they  said  he  could  j 

I  not  live,  and  it  was  true,  for  he  died  soon  after."     [E.  T.  Witherby.]  i^ 


But  we  draw  the  veil  and  hide  the  wounds  we  saw  upon  that 
hill-side ;  vre  draw  the  veil  and  conceal  the  mangled  forms 
there  outstretched  :  we  draw  the  veil  that  shuts  our  vision 
from  the  gasping  brave  men,  who,  from  that  gory  slope,  w^ent 
into  the  shades  of  the  unending  where  they  rest  forever,  beyond 
the  din  of  battle,  and  the  horrid  things  of  war. 

LIST    OF    KILI.Kr*    WOUXDED   AND    CAl'TUEED    OF    THE    TWEMY-FIFTH    ^MASSA- 
CHU5ETTS    VOT.rXTEERS    AT    EATTLE    OF    COLD    IIAKl'.OR,  VA.,    JUNE    3KI>,    1S64. 

Killed. 

Captain  Thomas  O'Xeiil,  Company  E.  " 

Secoud-Licnteiiaut  James  Graham,  Company  F. 

Sergeants  —  Cliaiios  S.  ^\';itki^^^,  Coinpanv  B'  Orlando  Ilodgkins,  Company  | 

1);  \s'm.  J.  Bond,  Company  ]v.  \ 

Corporul-s — Willis  Whipple,  Conipauy  B  ;    Gcorg-e  W,  Brewer,  Corapauy  D;  | 

I).  W\  Barnes,  Company  E;  -Moritz  Grumbacher,  Gompany  G;  Gustave  Kluge,  j 

Company  G;  Prederic  Kohule,  Company  G;  W.  J.  Jlolt,  Compan}'  I;   Francis       ,  i 

L.^Ioorc,  Company  I;  John  K.  Lewis,  Company  K, 

Company    A. 
Privates  —  P.  B.  Brock,  Ira  Lindsley,  Sidney  J.  Atkinson. 

Co  >r  FA  NY     Ji5. 
Privates  — Eli  G.  Ball,  xVlphonso  Comee,  Allen  C.  Price,  Samuel  W.  Smith, 
Charles  W.  Chihls. 

Company     C. 
I'rivates  —  James  Chaffee,  J  '  ^  Chaffee,  W.  H.  Ilutclunson,  Geo.  P.  Merriam, 
Michael  Pitzpatrick,  Lyman  Keyes,  .\uu-n.-t:n.s  J.  Leland,  Samuel  Learned,  Lewis 
Wri-ht. 

Company    J). 
Private:^-"  Wni,  P.  Ciiapmau,  Wm.  O.  Smitii,  N.  S.  Bartlett. 
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Company     E. 
Privates  — D.  O'Conncll,  Michael  Mc:Malior),  Patrick  Cuddy,  Thomas  O'Boyle, 
Daniel  Caniiavan. 

Company     F. 
Privates  —  Lyman  MouUon,  G.  W.  Gould,  Francis  J.  Barrett, 

COMFANY      G. 

Private    Samuel  Gleasou. 

Company     II. 
Privates  —  Frank  J.  Perry,    Albert    S.  Hard,   John    S.   Powers,    James   I). 
Adams,  W.  K.  Bryant,  Jr.,   Ciiarles  F.  Fislier,  Lyiuau  N.  Parker. 

Company   I. 
Pri"vates  —  Georcre  H.  Barnes,  John  S.  Chase. 

Co-mfany    K. 
Private  Charles  AV.  Handley. 

Wounded. 

Culoucl  Josiah  Pickett  (hip,  severe). 

2>Iajor  Cornelius  G.  Attwood  (arm,  severe). 

Captain  Charles  IT.  Foss  (tliigh,  severe),  Company  F. 

Captain  William  Fmery,  (shuuMer),  Company  B. 

Fii-st-Lieuteuant  Henry  McConville,  Adjutant,  (mortally). 

First-Lieutenant  William  Daly  (mortally),  Company  E. 

First-Lieutenant  ^1.  Fj.  Bessey  (shoulder),  Comi^atiy  A. 

First-Lieutenant  John  W.  I>avis  (chest).  Company  C. 

First-Lieutenant  Herjry  ^[athevss  (mortally),  Contpaii}'  G. 

Second-Lieutenant  Charles  II.  Pelt  on  (mort;il]y),  Company  B. 

Second-Lieutenant  Geo.  A.  Johnson  (severe),  Company  G. 

Second-Lieutenant  James  C.  Woodworth  (hand,  severe).  Company  11. 

Second-J^ieuteuant  George  Burr  (bead),  Compnay  A. 
Company    A. 

First-Seri;oant  Sam'l  II.  Pui?u'im  (head);  Ser^'eant  Frank  AVright  (si'ie); 
CoqioraLs  — G.  F.  Stearns  (h,ip);  L.  J.  Elwell  (shoulder);  I'rivates  — L.  V^. 
Stone  (severe);  A.  D.  Whitcomh  (h';ad);  J.  Madden  (-luin);  Augustus  Stone 
.(arm,  aniputated). 

Co>fPANY      B. 

Sergeant  C.  E.  BnHington  (arm);  Corporals  —  C.  Fanning  (body);  Geo. 
A.  Brown  (arm);  Privates  —  0.  C.  Taft  (slioulder);  Patrick  Powers  (slight); 
Michael  Keating  (hand);  C.  A.  Fisher  (hand);  C.  A.  Lewis  (knee);  GcuriiO 
Clere  (iiand):  Leander  AWiod  (shoulder);  James  Barns  (al)domon,  nmi-tally)  . 
Orlando  F.  Carpenter  (arm,  ampuiated) ;  J.  Cahill  (:>h(:);dder  and  leg);  Lle^\ - 
ellyn  Mowrey  (forehead,  sc\ere);  il.  E.  Fjetcher  (ana  an<l  thigh);  P.itrick 
BJyle  (thigh");    E.  M.  WiiPclork  (hand);   J.  M.  Fletcher  (aria).' 

Company     C. 

Corporals— A.  J.  Hus.^  (died);  W.  J.  Sro!i(i  (di,;d);  J.  IJyan  (head);  J. 
M.    Logan    (leg);    I'rivalvs  —  C   A\\>^u    ^ankle);     T.    Jiarphy    (shoulder);   J- 
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Brown  (le'^);  T.  iramilton  (head);  W.  Chaffee  (hip);  Andrew  Anono  (iule) ; 
J.  11.  Whirney  (thigh);  A.  K.  P.uckliii  (foot):  F.  Bartlett  (leo-  and  arm); 
C.  GiL'bj  (uiorrally);  N.  S.  Dickinson  (mortally);  Samuel  Healey  (mortally ) ; 
J.  IL  Beard   (tkigh). 

COTktPAXY      D". 

Sergeant  A.M.  Austin  (hand);  Corporals — E.  D.  Goodell  (ankle);  C.  A. 
^dcGaffey  (leg);  Privates  —  Benj.  F.  K.  Alden  (side);  Peter  Ilico  (severe); 
C.  E.  Motiit  (leg):  H.  A.  Browning  (lung,  died  June  17th,  18G4);  B.  B. 
IVirtletr.  (groin);  W.  "SI.  Park,  (side);  J.  E.  Bassett  (leg);  L.  IV.  Burr  (hand) ; 
G.  F.  Bartlett  (neck);  J.  D.  Pierce  (shoulder);  W.  H.  Webber  (severe). 

CoMrA.>Y    E. 

Sergeants  —  J.  McHaunon  (hip);  P.  McIIugh  (hip);  Corporals  —  James 
^[itchei  (leg);  J.  O'Connor  (arm  and  hand);  X.  Mooney  (arm  iractured) ; 
Privates  —  John  Jameson  (hand);  Thomas  ]N[cQuade  (abdomen);  Pat.  Hanna- 
gan  2nd  (kiiee);  Ten-ence  Heurity  (face  and  shoulder);  John  jSIcCarthy  (ai-m); 
Dan'l  Kivby  (ankle);  Isicholas  Xugent  (leg);  Wm.  H.  Kenuey  (thigh,  died 
June  3rd,  1SC4);  Mable  Nickett  (face);  J.  H.  :McLaughlin  (hand);  John  Lyon 
(foot);  Peter  Kenuey  (hand);  Hugh  Jameson  (hip);  Ross  McCann  (groin, 
severe). 

Coill-ANY      F. 

First-Sergeant  Charles  Hall  (uioitally) ;  Sergeant  J.  Calvin  Spaulding  (side); 
CorponiLs  —  C.  A.  Miller  (sliouLier);  John  A.  Sj-auldLug  (neck);  Privates  —  J. 
F.  Gardner  (head);  Artemas  W.  Ellen  wood  (leg,  amputated);  Asahel  xVldrich 
(slioulder,  mortally) ;  John  L.  }5rown  (hand);  George  W.  Kinsman  (severe); 
iJauiel  Lynch  ;  "Wallace  W.  Buttertield  (knee);  Thomas  McMorrow  (hand). 

COMIA-XY       G. 

Sergeant  I'billip  Peischer  (side);  Corporal  Frank  F.  Kiuipp  (thigh);  Privates 
—  Cliarl'S  Warren  (tliigh);  Leaiider  Fay  (arm,  amputated);  Fred'k  Apple 
(iliighi;  Fred'k  Way  (arm,  anij.tuated). 

CoMrAW    H. 

Corpor;.Ll  J.  D.  Hill  (leg);  Privates  —  E.  P.  Pockwood  (seven  wounds  and 
prisoner);  Edw.  P.  Lawrence  (leg);  Geo.  ^^^  Stone  (hand  and  head);  Hannibal 
'WhiUcn, ore  (thigh);  Ge*».  M.  E^  eleth  (slight);  Edward  P.  Lawren-e  (slight); 
Chas.  Vv'.  Adapas  (breast):  H-nry  S.  Johnson  (ear);  "Wilfred  Plant  (ann)  ; 
Walter  S.  Clemmence  (foot) ;  W.  H.  Bullard,  (morrally).     ■ 

COMl'AXY       L 

Corporal  Leamler  Harhaway  (arm)  ;^  Privates  —  Martin.  Burgess  (side);  A. 
W.  FIske  (sidf)  ;  Geo.  A.  Gk-isi.a  (thigli) ;  Hosea  A.  Bosworth  (thigh) ;  F.  M. 
Potter  {\'2^^)  ;  Marcus  H.  Ward  (l)reast). 

Com TAN V    K. 

Serg^^ant  Luke  T.  Drury  (knee,  severe)  ;  Corporal  Henry  L.  Brown  (Jxead); 
Prisates  —  Giis  Ciemence  (hand)  ;  Sam'l  A.  Clark  (fooL);  Chaancy  P.  JJemond 
Hcl:,  S'.'vere'j  ;  James  W.  Goodnow  ;  Isaac  Creni  (arm  and  hand)  ;  Angustns  E. 
!">.uis  (aria);  Leroy  S.  Currier  (arm)  ;  Iveul'eTi  Hunu^s  (leg);  Chester  Greeii- 
^vuod  (iu-a<lj  ;   lltnry  H.  Bellows  (hand);  M.  W.  Davis  (hand). 
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Captured.  . 

I  Lienteijant-C'olonel  Orson  3.[oultori. 

Second-Lieutenaut  Thomas  Sanl. 
;  •  Com PANT    A. 

.  Corporal  Walter  S.  Bugbee;  Privates  — Horace  Vv'.  Driden  ;  Charles  O'Xeili. 

COMJAXY      B. 

rirst-Sergeaut  Paran  C.  11.  Belcher ;  Privates  — 11.  ^X.  Ilorton ;  H.  C.  ]")iiutou. 
\  Company     C. 


Private  Juhn  F.  Hastings. 

Company    1).  j 

Private  Otis  K.  Ivnighfc.  -.  '  \ 

Company    E. 
Privates  —  Eob'fcCarsou;  Jo]iu]»urke;  Peter  Brady. 

Company     G. 
Privates  —  \\ni.  Jones;  Patrick  Hogan;  Luke  Biirgea  :  Joseph  Schiisser. 

Company     H. 
Private;^  —  E.  P.  Eockv.-ood  (with  many  wounds);    Saiiiiiel  T.  Hall ;    'Walter 
H.  Haydcn  ;  Stephen  B.  Kenip. 

Company     I. 
Corporal  Walter  Larah  ;  Privates  —  Francis  Barnes  ;   Geo.  W.  Blood;    David 
B.  Day. 

Company    K. 
Private  J.  W.  Goodnow. 

Summartj. 

Killed.  .  Wounded,  Captured. 

2  ofrloers,  51   men.  13  officers,  12G  men.  2  officers,  20  men. 

Total  loss 220.  i 

i 

This   o-ave   the  rea'iment   a  total    loss  of   two  liuridrecl   and        i 
I      -  -    .  twenty,  out  of  three  liiiiulred  reported  foi- duly  on  that  niornin^i:'.        ; 

I  Captain   Tucker,  who  wa.s  in  command,  Lieutenants   Davis,        1 

j;  Tew  and  Stratton  were  tlie  only  ofhcers  of  tlie  Tvrenty -fifth        | 

:  Massachusettts  engaged  with  the  regiment,  wiio  came  out  of        \ 

y  tlie  battle  uninjiired.     Captain  F.  E.  Goodwin,  returned  from 

I  detacluid  service  to  duty,  and,  as  senior  officer  present,  assumed 

j  *    .       'commatid  June -Itli,  on  which  day  the  regiment  had  sixty-two 

men  present  for  duty. 

The  losses    of    the    other    Massachusetts    regiments   of    the 
Star  Bri^-ade,  were:  — 
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Tu'euty-tlurd  Massachusetts  A^olunteers,  killed,  tliree ;  wound- 
ed, forty-six;  captured,  five.     Total,  fifty-four. 

Tweiity-seventli  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  killed,  tliirteen ; 
woiinded,  fifty-eight ;  captured,  seven.     Total,  seventy-eight.     . 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  was 
three  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

The  nuraher  engaged  was  less  than  six  hundred. 

Major  William  A.  Walker,  a  much  respected  oftlcer,  who 
was  in  command  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  was 
iastantly  killed.  Captain  Edward  K.  Wilcox  of  the  same  regi- 
njcnt,  serving  upon  the  stafl'  of  General  Martindale,  shared  the 
same  fate.  Captain  Wilcox  was  a  popular  ofiicer,  and  his 
death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  all  wdio  knew  him.  Lieu- 
tenant Morse  of  the  same  regiment  was  also  killed. 

The  loss  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  in  killed,  wounded  and 
missing,  was,  in  round  numbers,  three  thousand.  The  total 
loss,  including  that  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  which  is  not 
usually  included  in  other  aocounts,  was  sixteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  of  which  number  probably  over  three 
thousand  were  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  not  over 
one  thousand  three  hundi-ed. 

lUiriiig  our  narrative  of  the  work  of  the  3rd  of  June,  we 
have  had  occasion  to  sj>^'ak  of  many  brave  men,  killed  and 
wounded.  We  would  not  be  doing  our  full  duty,  if  we  failed 
to  speak  of  the  misfoi'turic  thnt  befell  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mouilon.  It  vras  his  last  day  of  service  in  the  regiment  — 
as  much  as  if  he  had  Ijeen  killed,  it  saw  his  last  service  for 
the  government  daring  the  war.  Of  an  ardent  temperament, 
those  who  knew  liim  in  ante-helliu/i  days  were  not  surprised 
liiai  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  for  the  service.  A  man 
with  his  pronounced  sentiments  and  a  natural  love  for  military 
life,  coidd  not  long  remnin  away  from  the  place  where  his 
country's  s(an»Uird  needed  defenders. 

i^ischargcd  from  the  tliree  nu^nths'  campaign,  he  united 
wills  others,  as  we  have  seen,  in  raising  the  companies  of  the 
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Tweiity-fifih  Regiment.  His  company  \vas  comjjosed  largely 
of  young  men,  the  best  of  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  while 
he  was  witli  thein,  they  had  confidence  in  his  leadership  and 
lioDored  him  and  the  cause,  by  their  best  service. 

During  most  of  the  remaining  period  of  the  war,  Lieuienant- 
Colonel  Mouiton  remained  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  He  was  one  of  the  officers  placed  under  the  fire  of 
the  Union  batteries  bombarding  Charleston.  Some  time  after 
the  war,  he  was  appointed  to  a  ptosition  in  the  Boston  Custom 
House,  afterwards  promoted  io  be  a  weiglier,'and  at  present  is 
the  deputy  surveyor  of  the  port. 

It  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  June  THi,  that  the  enemy 
would  giye  us  ijcrmission  to  bury  our  dead  under  protection  of 
a  flag  of  truce.  The  truce  for  that  purpose  was  of  two  hours' 
duration,  cpjite  too  sliort  to  allovv-  the  objoet  to  be  fully  accom- 
plished, but,  sliort  as  it  was,  there  was  really  coinfort  in  having 
two  hours  of  quiet  —  two  hours  wlicn  not  a  gun  was  fired,  and 
during  which  time,  tliose  not  engaged  with  the  burial  parties  on 
our  side,  moiuited  the  earthworks,  and  peered  into  the  rebel 
lines,  while  the  Confederates  mounted  their  works  and  looked 
at  us.     Each  side  looked  at  the  other. 

A  vievr  of  the  field  of  battle  stre^vn  with,  ilie  dead  in  all 
sorts  of  ])0?itions  as  lliey  fell,  is  not  calculated  to  have  a  good 
effect  upon  the  minds  of  soldiers  :  indeed,  wiili  tlie  accompany- 
ing eilluvia,  is  actuail;,'  peruicions,  particulariv  to  the  nwrale  of 
au  army.  Eveiy  soldier  of  exr)crience,  well  knows  what  tlie 
battlc-lield  must  be  after  a  deadly  engagement,  but,  liringiiig 
all  his  commoii  sense  and  ])hilosophy  into  play,  the  actual  sigh.t 
presses  luirtfuby  woow  liim.  He  must  be  more  tlian  a  man,  if, 
seeing  his  dead  and  distorted  comrades  before  liim  upon  a  field 
he  cannot  occupy,  he  is  not  induced  to  believe,  and  next  to  say, 
that  his  comra.des  Vv'cre  unnecessarily  sacrificed :  froiji  tliis 
tlierc  is  but  a  single  ste[)  to  tlie  belief  that  ttie  commanding 
general  lias  fearfully  blundered  or  liis  immediate  ofiicers  made 
mistakes,  and   tli ns,  it  may  iic  from  chimerical  causes  supfcrii!- 
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I  diiced    ijy  f.ru-;  sights  before  him,  he  loses   confidence    in   his 

I  ofliocrs  \M,'i  j.ext,  in  himself. 

I  I'^ic  day  after  the  engagement  was  comparatively  quiet,  but 

on  the  se<'/.nd  and  third  days  (5th  and  6th  June)  there  was 
constant  I'rmg.  Charges  were  made  on  both  sides  at  several 
points  upor.  the  line,  and  repulsed,  while  the  ambulances 
were  seen  hi  all  directions  conveying  the  wounded  to  the  rear. 
Grant  mb.'U:  eftbrts  for  a  mutual  ac'reement  to  cease  firin<>- 
I  until  tlic  '"^^-^^A  could  be  buried,  but  the  Confederate  authori- 

I  ties  refuw;-'!  and  therefore  the  dead  remained  where  thev  fell, 

I  and  the  f,t/mcfi  from  their  decaying  bodies  became  horrible. 

J  During  iij-,   forenoon   of   the   7th   June,  the  booming    of  the 

f  cannon  an'}  firins:  of  musketry  was  heard  incessantly  all  alonir 

f  the  line,  \jni  soon  after  noon  of  that  day  Grant  succeeded  in 

I  obtaining  h.  tnice  to  bury  the  dead,  as  we  have  stated. 

I  The  Sib  (A  June  was  a  very  hot  day  which  added  very  much 

I  to  the  sev^rrity  of  duty  in  the  rifie-pits.     A  large  number  of  men 

I  were  suii-uuck.     At  night  the  military  bands  of  both  armies 

I  played,  th-   (in ion  bands  scndinir  out  the  ijatriotic  strains  of 

I  "The  Su::?  Spangled  Banner"  and  ''Yankee  Doodle,"  while 

I  the   rebeJb   responded    with    ''The    Bonnie    Blue    Flag"    and 

f  '-Dixie." 

The   re-  /;r.  of  the   action   on   the   3rd   of   June   determined 

Gi'ant  to  :;.,'!-;<e  a  bold  flank  movement  to  the  James  river,  and 

X  m   this    d^z'^jmination    he   not  only   followed   the    example   of 

i  ^IcClellu:.    i:-;    18(j2,    but    made    a    movement,    which,    in    tlie 

I  opinion   <.:'  n.any  oificers  was  the   proper   thing  to  have  done 

f  before  \}:^-:  \vM\y  of  the  Potomac  moved  froiu  its  cantonmems 

I  on   the  it  ^^^ihjinnock.     It  has  been  said,  and  ^s'ith   much  of 

I  truth,  t!ia.l  U  Grant  had   made  the  James  river  or  some  }!oini 

I  south  oi    .•,.   ihe    base    for   operations,  instead   of   proceeding 

I  throu;i!i    ■;  .  •  vVilderness,  Spottsylvania  and   Cold  Harbor,  half 

I  a  hiuidi';-:;  ;,  ,*;u-and  men,  and  moi-e,  would  have  been  saved  to 

I  the  coiJ:.:^;    -an   army  of    men  I<:m/cr  tliuji  (lie  tri)\: dive  force 

f  ^'^'^^  Lt-  J.  iKiKcd  coiaiant  us  in  Mryuiia. 
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It  required  moral  courage  to  push  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
into  the  gory  fields  of  battle,  from  the  Ilapidan  to  the  Chicka- 
liomiiiy :  it  required  mor^  moral  courage  to  initiate  the  flank 
movement  to  the  James,  and  make  it  successful.  Grant  as  a 
rule,  was  opposed  to  manceuvring  an  army :  he  believed  in 
hard  blows,  or,  as  he  called  it,  continuous  liamQiering.  But 
the  ste«,'l-pointed  drill  will  sometime?  crumble  and  bi'cak  by 
constant  hammering  against  tlio  lliniy  rock,  and  so  the  great 
Jlammerer,  after  Cold  Harbor,  found  his  steel-htu'dcned  sol- 
diers in  no  condition  of  mind  or  body,  to  do"  any  more 
ponuiling  against  a  line  of  defense^  piMUounced  impregnable. 
After  Cold  JLiruor,  tlic  Lieuienant-Gcncral  looked)  iuove 
favorably  upon  manreuvres,  and  at  once  arranged  wliat 
turned  out  to  be  the  best  prepared  system  of  army  man^eu- 
Yring  e\er  displayed  upon  the  chess-board  of  war. 
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CHAPTER     XYII 


:  ATTACK    ON    PETERSBURG  —  FLANK    MOVEMENT    OF    TILE    ARMY 

I  THE   SIEGE    OF   PETERSBURG  —  MINE   EXPLOSION  —  A   TRUCE. 

f 

I 

t-  /^f^^HILE    the    Army  of    the   Potomac   is   on   its   flank 

I'  i-^J%j3  raarcli    to   the    James   river,   and    the    Eighteenth 


I  P%^1\~>S)    Corps  ^'ith  the    Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  is  well 

I  out  of  the  meshes   of  Cold  Plarbor,  we  will  return  to  But- 

I  ler's  command  between  the  James  and  Appomatox  rivers. 

I  On   the  1 0th  of  June,  Butler  sent  Gilluiore  with  a  part  of 

I  the  Tenth    Corps,   and   a  force   of    cavalry  imder   Kautz,  to 

I  attempt   the   capture    of  Petersburg,   a  town   of   considerable 

f  importance  (particularly  as  affecting  the  safety  of  Bichmond,) 

f  located  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  Appomatox  and  about  ten 

r  miles  above  its  juncturo  with  the  James.     Petersburg  was  also 

|-  a  railroad  centre,  the  road  from  Richmond  to  North  Carolina 

I  and  further  south,  fassins;  throutdi  it.     It  was  also  the  terminus 

!  of  tlie   SonlJiside  road  to   Lynchbui-g,  and  of  the   City  , Point 

t  railway,  and  the  railroad  to  Norfolk. 

When  Gillmore  moved  on  Petersburg,  the  gunboats  cooper- 
ated by  an  attack  upon  Fort  Clinton,  some  six  or  seven  miles 
up  tlic  Appomatox,  and  below  the  town. 

Kautz  moving  with  his  cavalry,  did  his  work  well,  capturing 
the  intrenchments  on  the  souih  side  of  the  city,  and  almost 
reaching  the  very  heart  of  tlie  town,  itself.  Gillmore  however, 
satisfied  himself  by  looking  at  the  works  on  the  City  Point 
side,  and  then  returrting  witliout  making  an  attack.     His  failure 
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3  *-    '    was  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  and  with  the  regrets,  mingled  an  i 

I  impression  that  Kautz  was  not  properly  supported.  I 

I  On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  June  12th,  tlie  Eighteenth  Corps  | ' 

^  moved  away  from  Cold  Harbor,  where  the  duty  had  been  very  | 

severe.     The  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  had  been  in  the  trenches  I 

I  very  near  the  rebel  lines.     xVt   night  details  for  picket  duty     _     I 

f  were   made,  and  marched   to  the  extreme   front,  where  thev  f 

f,  were  obliged  to  remain  until  the  next  night.     An  attempt  to  | 

relieve  pickets  by  daylight,  would  prove  a  costly  experiment.  | 

At  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  of  the  12th,  Captain  Parkhurst,  who  | 

had  been  sick  in  the  hospital  for  some  vv^eeks,  returned  for  duty  | 

in  the  trenches,  and,  as  senior  officer  present,  assumed  com- '         | 
maud  of  the  regiment,  promulgating  an  order  to  that  effect,  | 

and    naming    Lieutenant    Davis    as    acting    adjutant.      That  I 

evening  at  nine  o'clock  the  Twenty-liftli  Massachusetts  began  I 

the  movement  to  the  rear.     The  success  of  the  retreat  depended  I 

upon  the  noiseless  steps  of  the  soldiers.     As  if  to  add  to  the  I 

danger  of  discovery,  the  moon  shown  out  with  all  its  wonted  | 

brilliancy,  and  the  stars  twinkled  in  the  heavens,  which  gave 
appearance  of  no  clouds  to  act  as  a  curtain  in  concealing  the 
important  flank  movement  then  commenced. 

As  the  troops  emerged  from  the  trenches  and  took  the  roads 
for  the  White  House,  the  dust  was  so  thick  as  to  be  almost 
suftocating ;  yet  there  was  a  feeling  of  relief  as  men  came  in 
-  sight  of  the  open  fields.  '^I'hey  vrere  happy  as  tbey  moved 
away  from  the  trendies  of  Cold  Harbor.  IJap}>y,  and  yet 
sad,  for  they  were  leaving  the  fields  where  many  of  their  late 
comrades  rested  beneath  the  sod.  Tiiey  were  leaving  the 
graves  behind  them,  and  they  knew  not  how  many  open 
graves  awaited  them  whither  they  were  going.  Happily, 
soldiers  seldom  look  into  tlie  open  grave. 

White  House  was  reached  at  five  o'clock,  a.  xM.,  of  June 
loth,  and  here  Chaplain  Dodd,  recently  appointed,  joined  the 
regiment  for  duty  ;  from  this  time  on  he  shared  tlie  fortunes  of 
the  regiment,  endeavored  to  lift  up  the  sick  and  weary,  comroi-t 
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I  the  saiTOwfal  and    dislieartened,  and   in  every   possible  way 

(tried    to    be   and  ^vas,    a    helper   of    his    fellow-men.      About 
eleven    o'clock    the    regiment,    mustering    two    hundred    and 

I  twenty-five  men,  embarked  on  a  transport  steamer,  and  A\ith 

!  the  other  battalions   of   the    Eighteenth   Cor[)s,  moved    down 

I  tlie  Pamunky  and  York   rivers.     The  next  day  (June  14r.h) 

I  the  corps  steamed  up  the  James  river  to  City  Point,  thence 

I  up  the  Appomatox,  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  debarking 

I  at  Broadway  landing,  at   nine  o'clock,  p.  M.     Tlie  regiment 

I  marched   northward   from,  the   landing,  and   for  a  few  hours, 

I  bivouaced    in    an    open    field,    receiving   rations   and    ammu- 

^  nition. 

!  The    flank   movement   to  tlie  James   river  was   determined 

I 

I  upon   a  few  days   after  tlie  brattle  of   Cold  Harbor,  and  the 

I  Ninth  Corps  was  then   posted    between    the   Fifth    and    Eigh- 

I  teentli   Corps.      The   Fifth   Corps  retired,  and  was  posted  on 

\  the   flank  covering   Dispatch  station   on   the   York  river   rail- 

i  road.     A   line   of  heavv  earthworks   was    erected   a    mile    in 

I  rear  of  the  line   held   by  the  troops  in  front,  as  a   defeiisive 

I  point   in   case   of   emergency.      On    the  niglit   of  June   12th, 

I  the   movement   commenced,  the   Eighteenth    Corps    marchin<?- 

as  we    have  seen,  to   the    Wliite   House,  the   Fifth    Corps   to 

iiong  bridge,  nnd  tliero  masking  the  movemerit ;    the   Second 

Corps  following   the  Fifth  to  Long  bridge   and  thence   to  the 

!  James  rivei',  crossing  in   boats  at  AVilcox's  landing;  the  Sixth 

■  and   Ninth    Corps    moving   via    Tunstall's   station    and    Jones' 

I  bridge,  thence  to  Cliarles  City  Court  House  and  then  to  the 

I  James.     Tlie   pontoon    bridge    upon    which   they  crossed  Avas 

*  two  thousand  feet  in  length,  the  channel  boats  being  anchored 

I  in  thirteen  fathoms  of  water. 

I  When  our  army  commenced  the  evacuation  of  the  trenches 

I  -  ■  •  . 

?  at  Cold  Harbor,  a  line  of   dismounted  cavalrymen,  having  their 

I  horses  tetliered  in  the  rear,  occupied  the  front  as  the  infantry 

I  vacated,  and  tliese  dismounted  men  continued  the  usual  picket 

I  firing  during  the  nighi  of  the  F2th.     Just  before  daylight  they 

i 
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|,  ^-         went  noiselessly  to  the  rear,  mounted  their  horses  and  followed 

|i:  the  infantry  as  fast  as  possible.     Very  soon  the  enemy  became 

||  aware  that  there  was  no  foe  in  his  front,  ])ut  Lee  was  deceived 

f|  ■                in  believing  that  Grant  intended  to  attack  Richmond  by  the 

If  river  roads,  and,  not   until  the  loth,  did  he  become  satisfied 


that  the  line  of  operation  was  transferred  to  the  south  side  of 
the  James,  whereupon  he  hastened  troops  to  Petersburg  and 
those  troops  reached  there  on  the  night  of  the  loth. 

At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  June  15th,  "  Fall  in !  •' 
rang  down  tlie  thin  line  of  the  Twenty-hfth  Massachusetts,  and 
soon  after  the  regiment  crossed  the  Appomatox  upon  the 
pontoon  bridge  at  Broadway  landing.  Tlie  Twenty-fifth  ^las- 
sachusetts  led  the  column  of  the  Second  Division,  taking  the 
river  road  to  Petersburg. 

Hinck's  Division  of  colored  troops  were  with  the  Eighteenth 
Corps,  and  also  a  division  of  cavalry,  nnder  Kautz.  The  force 
moved  forward.  Vvdth  the  following  dispositions,  viz :  Kautz 
to  threaten  the  enemy's  lines  near  the  Norfolk  railroad,  pro- 
tecting also  the  left  flank  of  the  main  column  :  Hincks  to  move 
and  occupy  a  position  next  to  Kautz,  bringing  him  on  tiie  left 
of  tlie  infantry  line  :  Drooks'  First  Division  to  follow  Ilincks, 
and  Martindale's  (Second)  Division  to  hold  the  right,  occupy- 
ing the  river  road  at  Petersburg  and  striking  the  intrenchmeni'^  \ 
at  and  near  the  City  Point  railroad,  between  that  point  and  the  j 
Appomatox  river.  I 

Marching  for  some  distance  upon  the  road  by  the  hank,  the  \ 

Second  Division  de|)loyed  about  daylight  and  advanced  in  line  I 

of  battle,  the  Twenty-lifth  Massachusetts  having  the  right  of  j 

the  line-     It  was  at  live  oY'lock  in  the  morning,  while  marching  | 

over  a  slight  elevation  through  a  held,  that  the  Division  was  j 

saluted  by  the  first  shot  from  the  enemy's  pickets.     This  first  j 

shot  wounded    a   man   of    Company    G,     The   line    continued  | 

to  move   forward    slowly,   n-ceiving   an   occasional    bhot    from  | 

the  enemy,  until  half-past  six  o'clock,  when  the  Twerity-li!t[i 
}>Ias^acluisetts  came  to  a  dense  thicket  of  small  trees  covering 
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I  the   left  v\'ing  of   tlie  regiment.     Captain  Parkhurst    ordered 

I  a  flank  to  the  right,  clearing  the  thicket,  and  then  advanced 

I  through    a    cornfield    for    some    forty    rods,   reaching    a    point 

I  nearly  opposite   the    line   of    the  woods,  where  the  regiment 

I  was    assailed    by    a    well    directed    fire  of    schrapnel   from    a 

f  battery  located  upon  a  hill,  about  half  a  mile  distant  upon 

[  the  left  front.     By  the  Hank  movement  to  tlic  right,  a  wide  gap 

^  was  created  l.ietween  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  and  the 

;  right  of  the  division,  and  at  this  point,  Parkhurst  moved  the  \ 

regiment  by  the  left,  tlius  closing  the  space.     Then  advancing  j 

again,  they  crossed  a  deep,  vfide  ditch  between  the  wood  and  i 

corniield.     Upon  this  position  the  enemy  had  complete  range,  I 

and    poured    in    a   rapid    succession    of    shot    and    shell    from  | 

the   battery  on   the    hill.     In   order   to   escape   the    efiect   of  \ 

this  fire,  Parkhurst  moved  forward  double-qnick,  placing  our  } 

regiment   some    thirty    rods   in    advance    of    the    rest    of    the  j 

brigade,  but  out  of  range  of  tlic  shot,  which  passed  harmlessly  I 

I  over-  their  heads,  much   to  tiie   general   satisfaction,  because,  j 

I  within    a   very    fesv    minutes,   one    man,    Private    Stephens   of  | 

I  Company   B,   had   been  killed,   and    two   ofncers   and   sixteen 

I  men  wounded.     It  was  upon  this  advance  that  Captain  Francis 

r  E.  Goodwin,  a  young  and  intrepid  officer,  was  VNTuuided,  losing  j 

J  an   eye,  which    incapacitated    him  i'ov  lurihcr  service   during  | 

the    war.     Lieutenant    M.    Ij.   Pessey,   serving    on    Siannard's  | 

\  B)-io-ade    staff,    was    also    woanded,    (as    usual)    making    the  \ 

third    wound    for    liini    witliin.    a    short    time.     Tiie    regiment  [ 

was   now    ordered    to    lie    do\\n,    and    in    doing    so    obtained  1 

relief   from    the    burning    sun    ])y   pulling    up    the   corn-stalks  | 

which  were  about  fifteen  inches  high,  and  placing  them  over  \ 

their    heads.     Here,   under    })rotection   of    the   youthful    corn-  : 

stalks,  the  regiment  remained  during  the  day,  receiving  shots 
frequently  frotn  a  two-gun  battery  located  about  a  mile  to  the 
front  and  I'iglit,  upon  the  plain.  A  rebel  musketeer  connected 
with  the  hill-battery  before  mentioned,  amused  himself  l)y 
siiootinii-  at   tho<e   of    the   regiment   who   exposed   themselves, 
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and  finally  obtained  such  excellent  range  upon  Captain  Park- 
hurst  that  he  concluded  very  vrisely,  that  it  was  wisdom  to 
move  regimental  headquarters,  which  consisted  at  that  time, 
of  tliB  Ca]>tain  commanding  anil  a  good  si'zed  carpet-bag, 
containing  pen,  ink,  blanks  and  the  customary  sticks  of  red- 
tape.  Tliis  carpet-bag  was  a  fixture  in  the  regiment,  and, 
like  Mary's  little  lamb,  wherever  the  captain^  went,  the  cai-pel- 
bng  was  sure  to  go.  Jvegin.iental  lieadquarters  could  always  be 
found  by  discovei'iiig  the  locality  of  that  bag. 

At  about  twenty  minutes  after  six  on  the  evening  of  this 
day,  [June  lolls]  .  the  sudden  iK)oming  of  cannon  was  heard 
upon  the  left  of  our  line.  It  canuo  from  a  battery  of  the 
First  IMvision  of  Hancock's  Second  Corps,  (tlie  iirst  division  of 
that  corps  to  arrive  in  front  of  Fetersl)urg.)  The  cannonading 
soon,  became  trcneral.  Our  fi'uns  i)Oured  a  terrillc  lire  into  tlie 
battery  upon  the  hill  \\lncli  vras  soon  silenced,  after  Avhich,  the 
two-gun  battery  on  tlie  ])lain  was  attended  to  \\ii\\  the  same 
result,  and  at  seven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  our  line  advanced,  liaving 
remained  inaciivu  in  die  field,  without  firing  a  ^j:m\^  for  twelve 
weary  hours. 

Eeaching  the  fortiiieations  of  Petersburg  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  loth,  it  is,  perhaps,  true  tliat  Smith  found  the  works 
stronger  than  he  had  cUitieipaied.  lie  sa\v.^\'ell  built  trenches, 
and  redans  protected  by  ditcties  and  ravines,  tiie  iipproach  to 
which  on  th.e  right,  was  over  a  long,  flat,  open  space,  the  troops 
having  no  iirotection,  and  expo>ed  to  tlie  well-directed  lire  of 
tlie  artillery  in  thie  works.  The  centre  presented  a  stronger 
line  of  earthworks,  and  atterr.jits  to  place  our  batteries  in 
position  were  defeated  Ity  the  enmny's  closely  direcied  fire. 

Aside  however  from  tlie  artillery  of  the  enemy,  the  defenders 
behind  tlie  earthworks  were  not  numerous.  Theie  were  very 
few  soldiers  pre:-'ent  for  the  deferice  of  Petei'sburg,  not  a  siagle 
brigade  of  Lee's  army  having  cros^cd  the  A])ponmtiox  until  late 
on  the  evening  ul"  tiie  l-')t]t.  'j'hose  behind  tlie  enemy's  works 
were  mnstiy  the  niililhiUicn  and  boys,  ])ushed  into  the  intrench.- 
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\     I  ments  upon  the  eniergeucy.     The  morniug  of  June  15th  was 

\  evi'lentlv   Smith's  .li'olden    onnortunitv  ;    l^ut   he   hesitated   and 

I     "  vv-aitcd  for  recnforceaients.     Ilaucock  crossed  the  James  river  ■• 

I    t  early  on  the  morning  of  the  J5th,  and   j'ested  quietly  in  the 

I    I  green    ilehls    bordering    its   right   bank.     It   was   possible   for  . 

]    J  him  to  hiave  had  his  advanced  divisions  at  Petersburg  before  j 

'   I  noon.     lie   states   that  tlie  order  he  that  day  received  from  i 

Grant,  was  the  first  intimation  he  had   that  lie  was  to  assist  p 

in  Smith's  moveraeat  upon  Petersburg.  | 

The  three  divisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  advanced  about  \ 

I  seven   o'cloclv,    as   before    stated.      The    Twenty-fifth    Massa-  j 

chusetts  moved  forvv^ard  nearly  a  mile,  Jmlting  where  a  road  | 

crossed  the  fields.     Parkhurst  moved  forward  to  reconnoitre  1 

and  thought  he  saw  evidence  that  tlie  two-gun  battery,  now 
I  but  a  short  distance  in  front  and  to  the  rig!it,had  bee]i  deserted.  ' 

5  The  firing  from  those  guns  had  ceased.     Stannard  having  given  j 

I  has  consent,  Parkhurst  directed  Firsi-Sereeant  Samd  II.  Put-  i 

I  nam,  then  commanding  Comi)any   A,  to  move   forward.     The  1 

V  company  went  at  double-quick  over  t!ic  held  where  the  shells  j 

I  were   bursting  and   the   shot  was   falling"  like  hail ;    but  ''  for-  | 

i  ward"  was  tlie  woi'd,  and  over  the  breastwork  they  went,  only  | 

J  to  fiiid  tliat  the  enemy,  demoralized,  had  deserted  their  guns,  j 

which   proved    to    be    two    Napoleons  and    caissons   complete.  | 

Orhcer  Puinani  sent  back  word  to  Parkhurst  that  he  had  taken 
two  of   the  enemy's  guns,  Wiiereupon  Captain  Ilarririgton  was 
t  ordered    forward   vvith   a  number  of  iiien,  and   the  guns  were 

drawn  into  our  lines.     The.-e  guns  had  annoyed  our  suldiers  all  1 

i  day,  and  it  gave  our  regiment  not  a  little  gratification  to  see  | 

them  tarried   against  tlie  ericmy.     The  capture  of  these  guns  j 

occurred  at  about  nine  oYdock,  p.  M.  I'he  moon,  nearly  at  its 
fuill,  cast  a  mellow  light  over  the  scene,  while  the  early  evening 
dews  and  the  coolei'  nigh.t  air  was  refresliing  to  men  wlio  iiad 
been  pi'ostraled  all  day  under  the  buiming  rays  of  a  liot  June 
Sim.  A.i  lialf-past  nine  o'clock,  a  steady  roll  of  musketry  was 
hearil  ar  :^ome  distance  to  the  left,  and    tlien  eveiwthiriL!,'  was 
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silent,  and  at  half  after  ten  o'clock,  tlie  Twenty-fifili  ^Fassa- 
cliusetts  iX'tired  sonic  distance  and  sank  do^Yn  into  the  wet 
grass,  anxious  only  for  a  little  rest  and  sleep.  But  this  was 
not  to  l.>e,  for  the  re^ime^it,  with  a  Pennsylvania  battalion, 
was  ordered  upon  the  picket  line,  Captain  Parkhurst  being- 
appointed  oillcer  of  the  day. 

LIST      OF      KILLKD      AND      W0UXI)P:D     OF      TWEXT  Y-Fl  FTir      -MASSACHUSETTS 
V0LUNTJ:EKS      at      FKTEJiSBCKG,      VA.,      JUXE      loTlI,      18G4. 

KUIeJ. 

Private  Elliot  A.  E.  Stepbeus,  Company  B. 

Wounded. 

Captain  Franc-is  E.  Goodwin  (f;ice.and  arm),  Company  A. 

Pirst-Eieniennn.t  >[.  B.  Bessey  (foot),  Company  A. 

Eirst-Scrgeant  G.  Y.  Ball  (thi-li),  Company  E. 

Sergeant  Bohert  S.  Crane  (arm),  Company  11. 

Corpor.nls  —  Cbas.  A.  Miller  (arm,  amputated,  died  July  9t]i,  1SG4,  Hampton, 
Ya.],  Company  E;    C.R.  liiil  (foot),  Company  D. 

Privates  —  Company  D  —  Bonaj.il I  Hodge  (kne^);  J.  0.  Baitlett  (arm);  Com- 
pany E —  Zslartiu  Hearuey  (side);  Ambrose  MeKeiuia  (hand);  Company  E  — 
John  Glep.son  (shoulder) ;  Sidr.oy  L.  Beed  (arm,  amputnted) ;  Compnny  G  — 
Bernard  Brockt-nnan  (leg);  Erederick  Wenniug  (arm);  Coni|)any  11  —  ^Vm. 
11.  Metcalf  (ibigh)  ;  Company  I — Jas.  Davis  (side) ;  Company  K — Edward  B. 
Claik  (arm  and  head] ;  Albert  Stoekdale  (arm  and  head). 

1  man  killed;    2  otru-ers,  16   men  wounded. 

As  a  result  of  the  niovenncnt  between  si.\  and  nine  and  one- 
half  o'clock,  p.  M.,  when  the  divisions  of  Martindale,  Brooks 
and  Hincks  ^jressed  forward,  the  enemy  vras  dj-iven  from  his 
rifle-pits,  four  redoubts  and  a  line  of  intrenchmcnts  two  and 
one-half  miles  in  extent,  twenty  guns,  three  hundred  prisoners 
and  a  battle-flag  were  captured. 

Having  secured  those  results,  it  is  probabh:  if  Smith  had 
'pusliL'd  on,  Petersburg,  defended  by  a  \veak  line  of  infantry, 
might  have  been  taken.  Smith,  however,  as  he  says  in  his 
report, 

''deemed  it  wiser  to  hold  wliat  he  had,  than,  by  attempting  to  reacli 
the  bridges  [that,  spanned  the  A|)}H;mnttox  at  l^etersburg]  to  lose  what 
we  had  gained  and  have  the  troops  meet  with  disaster." 


WEARING    THE   BLUE.  o4:\)  \ 

•  i 
Again  he  says  : —  I 

i 

I 

"  Heavy  darkness  was  upon  us,  and  the  troops  were  placed  so  as  to  I 

occupy  the  comraaiiding  positions  and  wait  for  daylight."  1 

A  year  after  this,  Grant  writes,  in  his  report  of  this  aftair: — 

"  The  night  vras  clear,  the  moon  shining  brightly  and  favorable  to 
further  operations."  y 

He  also  says  he  threw  forward  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  by  [ 

divisions  ''as  rapidly  as  could  be  done."     Lossing,  in  his  work, 
says,  in  regard  to  the  evening — "  the  nearly  full  moon  shining    , 
brigbtl}'   until    past   midnight."     This  ocenrred    on    the    15th 
of  June,   and   the   moon  was   full   on  the    19th  June,  1S64.  I 

We  have  been  particular  in  stating  what  might  seem  to   be  i 

minor   details    in   rcL'^ard   to   hours,  minutes    and    the   moon's  j 

{>osition,    because   it    has    l»cen    a   matter   of    dispute.      Upon  .    ] 

the    point   of   time,  there   is   a    wide   variance    of  statement^  | 

the  Lieutenant-General   reporting  that    "  the  enemy's  pickets  1 

were  confronted  near  Petersburg  before  daylight."    Tluil  would     , 
be  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning;.     General  Smith  declares  j 

tliat  the  attacking  force  did  not  reach  its  assigned  position'uutil    "       .         ; 
at'icr  eleven  o'clocic  in.  the  tbrenoon,  and  all  of  the  troops  did  i 

not  arrive  until  noon.  ! 

llie  facts  we  have  <riven  in  rei^'ard  to  the  time  of  movements  r 

were  furnished  by  Captain  Parkhurst  from  memoranda  made 
at  the  time,  and  those  who  know  his  exoctness  in  all  such 
things,  will  not  question  the  accuracy  of  the  statement.  After, 
or  about  midinght  of  the  loth,  a  fog  came  up,  and  the  balance 
of  the  night  was  quite  dark. 

During  the  night  of  the  15th,  Petersburg  was  strongly 
reenforccd  from  Lee's  army,  tlie  division  of  tlic  enemy  un<ler 
General  A.  P.  Hill  having  reached  the  vicinity  of  Port 
Harling,  alsout  the  time  that  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac  began 
to   cross   the   James   rivei-.     P>oaure2,'ard   w^as   in  command   iu 
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that  vicinity,  and,  with  the  cooperation  of  Hill's  Division,  was 
ready  for  any  advance  that  Grant  uiight  attempt  upon  Ilich.- 
mond  from  tlie  south.  As  soon  as  Smith  moved  to  attack 
Petersburg,  the  Confederate  troops  were  hastened  forward  to 
that  place.  All  night  of  the  15th,  the  enemy  poured  into 
Petersburg,  and  on  the  moridng  of  the  16th,  the  strong  works 
that  environed  the  place,  were  fdled,  not  by  tlic  unpractised 
militia  and  unbearded  youth  of  the  day  previous,  but  by  the 
veteran  soldiers  of  Lee's  army. 

On  the  evening  of  \\\q  IGtli  the  greater  part  of  Grant's  army 
had  arrived,  and  were  in  position  around  Petersburg. 

Daring  the  day  and  night 'of  the  16th,  the  Twenty-liith 
^lassachusetts  rcniained  in  the  position  it  had  taken  late  on 
tile  evening  previous.  % 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  IGth  our  artillery  o|»ened  fire  upon 

Petersburg.      The    lire    Avas    maintained   with    great   rapidity 

all  niglit,  and  Ilaneoclr  witli  the  Second  Corps  and  Burnside 

with  the  Ninth  Corps,  made  severak  futile  efibrts  to  break  the 

(  enemy's  lines.     Birney's  Division  of  the    Second  Corps,  did 

hovrever,  l>y  a  gallant  charge,  carry  and  liold  a  ridge  in  its 

;  fi-ont,   and    Potter's    Division   of   the   Ninth    Corps    made    an 

^  onslaught  upon  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  the 

Niiiih  Cor]!S.     The  division  carried  the  works,  captured  lour 

guns  aiid  nearly   five  hundred    prisoners.     Tins   position   was 

[  hovrever,  recaptured  by  the  enemy  before  morning.     Botli  tlie 

\  Second  and  Ninth  Corps  lost  very  heavilv. 

\  Taking  advantage  of  this  general   movement  at  Petersburg, 

;  •  Tcrjy's  Division  of  the  Ter^th  Corps,  moved   on  the  sau'ie  day 

^        .  to  destroy  if  possiide,  the  Pichmond  railroad  at  or  near  the 

point  attacked   early  in  May,  as  before   stated.     Beauregard 

did  ]iot  prevent  Terry  from  reacldng  the  road,  and  the  object 

of  the  movement  might  have  been  accomplished   but  for  the 

fact,  th.at    Pickett's   Division   of    Longstreet's    Corps,  just  at  ! 

that  hour,  happened  to  I)e  mai'ching  from  Richmond  to  Peters- 

Inii'g,  and  so  joined  in  the  general  melee  against  Terry. 
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"  '         Supposing  that  Terry  might  find  hiin?elf  in  hot  water,  the 

Kighteenth    Corps,    excepting    Martindale's    Division,  vras   re- 

iioved   in   the   front   at  Petersburg,  by   the   Sixth  Corps,  and  I 

hastily  marched    to  the  other  side  of  the  Appomattox.     But 

our  corps  arrived   too  late,  for  Terry  had  retreated  back  to 

•      the  works  at  Bernmda  Hundreds.     The  enemy  now  took  full 

possession  of  the  line  of  works  in  front  of  the  intrenchments 

at  Bermuda  Hundreds,  and  were  as  well  prepared  to  defend 

.  this  line,  as  the  more  extensive  one  at  Petersburg.     By  the  { 

.    ITth  of  June,  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  im|)]'eghable,  and 

the  capture  of  Petersburg   depended  entirely  upon  the  lengtk 

'  of   time  the  Confederates  could   stand  a  constant  hammering, 

and  the  numbci"  of  times  the  .Richmond  government  could  fill 

up  the  gaps  made  by  death,  disease  and  desertions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  Twenty-hfth  Massachusetts  | 

made  an  advance,  and  about  noon,  readied  the  intrenchments  ] 

which  had  been  thro.vn  up  on  the  plain  near  the  river.     At  this  \ 

point  the  regiment  was  detached  from  tlie  brigade,  and  Captain  i 

'■    Parkhurst  was  ordered  to  report  to  an  officer  near  tlie  bank  of  j 

t'ue  river.     The  regiment  marched  by  flank  to  the  right,  into  a  j 

little  ravine,  where  the  men  lay  down  to  o]>tain  slielter  from  j 

tlie    enemy's   sh.ot,  which   continually    swept    over  the    plain,  ■  j 

l*arkhurst,   reporting    as    directovlj   was    ordered    to    take    the  | 

-  regiment  under  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  at  tins  point 
rose  abruptly  for  a.bout  fifty  i^^i  above  the  water,  and  at  an  , 
angle  of  about  sixty  degrees,  the  u|)per  bank  being  fringed 
with  a  line  of  bushes  and  small  trees.  Beyond  this,  tlie 
furniation  presen.tcil  a  perfectly  level  plain  to  the  iutrem-h- 
nients  of  the  enemy,  tliis  plain  being  commanded  by  the  rebel 
artillery  and  niuskctry.  Upon  the  op]tOsite  side  of  the  river, 
the  bank  was  but  a  little  elevated  above  tlie  high  water  mark, 
maintaining  that  level  to  a  considerable  distance,  ending  in  a 
hilly  background. 

The  re.Q'imcnt  moved   to  a  position    under  tlie   bank   of   the 
\  river,  and   i\\0M  cautionslv   \\\f  the  I'iver,  to  a  point  about  half 

%  .' 
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-  way  between  the  line  held  l)^  our  army  and  the  intrenchmeiit? 
of  tlie  enemy,  remaining  there  during  the  night,  and  until 
about  noon  of  the  18th.  Parkhurst  had  been  informed  that  a 
charge  was  to  be  made  that  afternoon  upon  the  rebel  lines,  and 
that  the  Twenty-fifth  ^NFassachusetts  from  its  position  under  the 
river  bank,  was  to  flank  the  enemy's  left,  if  possible,  and  the 
desire  was,  that  this  might  be  accomplished  by  moving  up 
under  the  bank  of  the  river.  Parkhurst  however  had  made  a 
personal  reconnoissance,  and  found  a  deep,  impassable  gully 
near  tlie  flank  of  the  rebel  works.  The  movement  under  the 
bank  being  impracticable,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  join, 
the  creneral  charp;e  when  the  Union  trooDS  should  reach  the 
point  it  occupied.  The  charging  column  moved  while  Park- 
hurst was  engaged  in  reconnoitring  and  before  he  had  time  to 
return,  and  Harrington  ordered  the  regiment  forward,  and  led 
the  way,  keeping  as  near  the  river  as  possible,  in  order,  if  the 
enemy's  line  was  reached,  to  flank  it  on  tiie  bank  of  the  river. 
The  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  ]Massac]ui?etts  sprang  up  from 
their  position  and  tried  to  advance.  They  were  met  by  a 
terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell  against  which  none  could  stand 
and  live.  Men  fell,  killed  and  wounded.  Au  advance  was 
impossible :  a  retreat  to.  the  position  just  left  was  ordered 
and  made  as  soon  as  it  could  be  accomplished.     In  this  move- 

;  ment  v>hich  occupied  but  a  very  few  minutes,  a  large  number 

•  were  killed  and  wounded. 

r.TST     OF     KILLED     A"S'D     "WOU.SDED     OF    THE     TWENTY-FIFTH     3f ASSACUl  sKTTS 
VOLCXTEEKS    AT    rETERSEUliG,    VA.,    JUNE    IStH,    1So4. 

;  -  Killed. 

Private  Jo.sepli  L.  Delaney,  Cuuipaiiy  A;  Sergeant  Clias.  E.  IloHu-ook,  Con\- 
pauy  C;  Privates  —  Orlando  liulniau,  Company  F  ;  Michael  Suess,  Jofte[)h 
Eppler,  Company  G;    Cl'.arlt-s  J.  AVitlterell,  Company  I. 

I  ■  Wou)ided. 

I  •  Captain  James  Tucker  (arm),  Con^pany  C. 

f  ScrL'-eant'^ — Charles  E.  Buffingtou  (thigh),  Company  P.;  Thomas  J.  I\r<^Kcoii 

(liea<l),  C<jmpaiiy  E. 
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Corporals  — Chas.  F.  Wirm  {leg-),  Ilezekiah  Davis,  John  D.  Hall  {h\\^ 
fractured),    Company    J). 

rrivate?  —  E.  3>.  Fairl<anks  (leg),  Company  A;  Eobert  Fleming  (hend), 
Company  C  ;  George  Newell,  Company  D  ;  Wni.  Eoaeh  (leg  amputated),  Wm. 
E.  Battles  (arm),  Company  F;  Gutfried  Speisser  (face,  severe).  Company  G ; 
A\"m.  L.  Eddy  (arm),  Company  K. 

6  men  killed.  1  officer,  12  men  wounded.  Total  IpsSj  19. 

At  the  time  this  cliarge  was  made,  the  Massachusetts  Twenty- 
fifth  was  not  more  than  twenty  rods  from  the  enemy's  line, 
holding  a  more  advanced  position  than  that  held  hj  any  other 
or^'anization.  The  regiment  remained  under  the  river  bank 
that  night,  but  tfie  next  doy  at  two  o'clock,  p.  M.,  retired  to 
the  line  of  works  which  had  been  thrown  up  near  the  river  by 
our  troops.  That  afternoon,  another  monber  of  the  regiment 
v\TcS  killed,  viz.  :  Private  John  i).  Pierce  of  Company  D.  On 
June  20th  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  with  the  Second 
Division,  crossed  the  Appomattox  at  Point  of  Pocks,  and  mov- 
ing to  a  field  about  half  a  mile  from  Butler's  headquarters, 
bivouaced  for  a  night.  This  was  the  only  night  that  the  regi- 
ment was  not  under  the  enemy's  fire,  from  the  15th  of  June  to 
the  1st  of  Septeml)er.  The  next  day,  June  21st,  the  regiment 
returned  to  Petersburg,  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  guiis.  I'iiat  wns  all  that  could  be  mustered  of  the  seven 
hundred  who  landed  at  Permuda  Hundreds  on  the  5th  of  May. 
Five  comi'.iissioned  ufllcers  wtvQ  ^\\\\\  the  regiment.  The  regi- 
ment lost  one-tliird  of  its  number  ])etween  the  15th  and  20th 
of  June  by  casualties  and  sickness.  Company  organizations 
were  nearly  obliterated,  some  companies  having  only  six  to 
eight  men  left.  The  regiment  was  formed  into  four  com- 
panies. 

Now  commenced  tlie  terrible  life  in  the  trenches,  and  they 
vrere  no  places  a  man  would  choose  for  comf)rt.  These 
trenches  were  shallow  earthworks  with  ])ara[)ets  formed  of 
tire  earth  thrown  out,  with  looj)-lu)les  made  usually  of  sand 
bags.      Tiiey     were    generally    ])rovided    witii    little    canvas 
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slieltci's  to  protect  from  the  sun.  In  many  cases  men  cluir 
cave<  in  tlie  eartti,  wliicli  afforded  protection  against  pieces 
of  shell  and  other  nrlssiles  thrown  in  the  frequent  artillery 
duels.  in  tlie  trendies  officers  and  men  lived  for  days, 
weeks  and  montlis.  Food  was  brought  to  them  by  the  com- 
pany cooks.  While  our  army  occupied  these  trenches,  the 
enemy  occupied  similar  ones  only  a  few  rods  away  in  front, 
and  each  lay  vratching  the  other,  watching  a  chance  to  get  a 
shot  tliat  would  send  some  one  to  his  death  or  to  the  hospital. 
Our  men  sometimes  took  delight  in  fooling  the  wary  Johnnies 
by  elevating  a  cap  upon  a  stick  over  the  |tarapet,  thus  instantly 
drawing  the  tire  of  the  ertemy,  generally  getting  a  hole  through 
the  ca[),  for  the  Confederate  soldiers  were  good  marksmen. 

In  rh.e  Petersburg  trenches,  commenced  the  practice  of  ex- 
changing papers  between  men  of  the  two  arinies.  One  of  our 
men  would  inake  knoAvn  to  tlie  enemy  tliat  he  wanted  to  change 
papers,  and  word  was  sent  along  our  lino  that  no  sliots  were  to 
be"  fired.  The  man  then  waved  a  pap^er  upon  a  ramrod  altove 
the  breastwork,  until  it  v/as  seen  by  the  enemy,  when,  from  tlie 
other  side  a  paper  V.  ould  be  waved  in  the  same  manner.  Our 
man  would  then  boldly  raise  himself,  head  and  shoulders  above 
the  vrorks,  still  vraving  Ids  paper,  the  enemy  doing  the  same. 
Oar  Uian  would  tlicn  jinn];  over  the  breastwork,  and  the  rebel 
woidd  do  the  same,  eacli  advancing  until  they  met  half  way 
between  the  lines.  Meeting,  they  would  shake  hands,  ex- 
change pa}>ers,  some  tinies  a  little  coflec  for  tobacco,  say  a 
few  friendly  words,  and  return  each  to  his  place,  and  the 
instant  they  were  in  their  respective  shelter,  firing  ^vas  again 
opened,  and  it  would  have  been  instant  death  to  any  man  who 
had  the  temerity  to  raJse  his  head  for  an  instant,  above  the 
parapet. 

The  cool  manner  in  ^^'hich  these  cxdianges  of  pajiers  were 
made,  reminds  us  of  an  incident  during  tin's  summer  campaign 
upon  tlie  Ik'rmuda  Hundreds  front.  A  spring  of  water  was 
iocaLi'd   u\)on  the   })iekel    line  occupied  by  uur  army,  and  our 
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soldiers  were  in  the  hal)it  of  permitting-  the  '^Johnnies"  to 
come  there  and  fdi  tlieir  canteens.  Tfiis  practice  had  con- 
tinued for  some  time,  but  one  day  there  happened  along,  a 
Pennsylvania  officer  who  was  on  his  rounds  as  oflicer  of  the 
day.  Seeing  a  rebel  soldier  filling  his  canteen  at  tliis  spring, 
he  ordered  his  arrest,  and  the  '^  Johnnie  "  went  to  the  rear 
under  a  guard.  His  "  taking  oft"'  was  immediately  followed 
by  a  den.^iand  for  his  surrender  from  the  rebel  authorities.  His 
arrest  under  the  circumstances,  was  considered  as  extra  ofLicial, 
and  he  was  immediately  conducted  to  the  spring  arid  allowed 
to  return  to  his  own  lines. 

Not  quite  so  sober  an  incident  was  that  which  occurred  at 
Mine  Eun,  where  the  armies  of  ]\Ieadc  and  Lee  were  looking 
at  each,  other  from,  eitlier  side.  One  bitter  cold  morn.ing  when 
the  two  armies  seemed  to  be  ready  to  spring  upon  each  other 
in  deadly  strife,  a  rebel  picket  near  the  Eun,  which  separated 
the  pickets  of  the  two  armies,  shot  arid  killed  a  slieep.  Dro}> 
ping  his  gun,  he  advanced  to  remove  the  prize.  In  an  instant 
he  was  covered  by  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  Union  i>icket,  who 
said:  ''  J)iYide  is  tlie  word,  or  you  are  a  dead  Johnny."  This 
proposition  was  assented  to,  and  there,  between  the  two  lines, 
!^[r.  Rebel  skinned  the  shoep,  took  one-half  and  moved  back 
Vyitli  it  to  his  post,  when  his  challenger,  dropping  his  gun, 
crossed  the  run,  took  possession  of  the  other  lialf  of  the  sheep, 
and  resumed  the  duties  of  his  post,  receiving  tlie  cheers  of  his 
comrades,  wlio  exj;ected  to  help  him  eat  it.  • 

The  afiair  of  June  ISih,  whidi  we  liave  described  as  taking 
place  near  th.e  bank  of  the  river,  was  a  general  assault  along 
the  entire  line.  Grant  thouglit  it  very  prolraljle  tluit  the  larger 
part  of  Lee's  array  was  in  Eichmond.  However  tliat  miglit 
be,  the  result  of  the  assault  was,  that  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered occupying  a  sti'origcr  position  on  an  inner  line,  mni 
in  the  attack,  our  forces  were  repulsed  with  ftcavy  loss,  arid 
only  the  Second  Division  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  in  wdiich 
was   the   Twetitv-fifth   ]\fas>achusetts  and   ail   that   was  left  of 
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the  ''Star''  Brigade,  had  any  success.  This  division  carried 
tlie  enemy's  line  in  its  front,  and  captured  a  number  of  prison- 
ers. The  Second  Division,  liaving  the  right  of  tlic  army, 
occupied  at  tliis  time  tlic  post  of  honor,  the  line  to  the  left 
being,  in  the  order  named,  the  Sixth,  Second,  Ninth  and 
Fifth  Corps.  The  total  Federal  loss  on  the  ISth  was  ten 
thousand  men.  The  conduct  of  Martindale's  Division  was 
warmly  applauded  l)y  ail.  Major-Gencral  Smith  considered 
tills  a  proper  time  to  issue  the  foUovring  congratulatory  address 
to  the  Eighteenth  Corps  :  — 

To  rh.o  Ei^2!iteentli  Army  Corps:  — 

Tiic  General  cornmnnding  desiros  to  express  to  In.-  comraand  his  appreciation  4 

of  tlic  suldicrly  qualities  displayed  during'  the  campaign  of  the  last  seventeen  | 

days.  ,  I 

^\  ithiu  tliat  time  t'ley  have  heen  coustiaUly  called  upon  to  undergo  the  hard-  | 

ships  of  a  :;(:'l^lio]•■:^  life  and  he  ex}>osed  to  all  of  its  dangers.  | 

}\larohos  lui'ler  a  hot  sun,  iiaae  ended  in  severe  battle;  after  the  battle,  watch-  | 

fnl  nighr^.  in  the  treuchf^s.  gallantly  taken  from  the  enemy  :  but  the  crov>-ning-  i 

point  oi  the  honor  tliey  are  entitled   to  jias  been  won  since  the   15th  instant  | 

when  a.  serieb  of  earth\vor]::^,  on  most  commamling  positions,  and  of  formiuaide  | 

streu'i'th  have  been  carried,  with  all  tlie  guns  and  material  of  war  of  the  enemy,  | 

including  prisoners  and  colors,     'i'lie  works  have  all  been  held  and  the  trophies  I 

remain  in  cur  hands.  j 

The  viciory  is  aii  tiir-  i);M]\-  ;rup,;7-tai)t  to  us,  as  the  tr.^ops  lune  never  been  I 

regui;iriv    oruani/.e^l   ii;   curnp,  v.ifh  time  to  ]i''arn  the  discifdine  necessary  to  a  \ 

well  e;-g:i:;;/,-.d  ^•/.'7•.^■  ;/'-•.'■;;, re,  bat  they  have  buirn  hastily  concentrated  and  snd-  J 

denly  snn^n::Oj!od  t(>  tak^-  p;ut  in  the  tr_\-ing  campaign  in  which  they  have 
engaged..     Sucli  honor  iU->  thry  have  won  will  rem-'iin  imperishable. 

To  the  colored  tronps.  cwmprisisig  tlie  Division  of  General  Ilincks,  the  General 
comnuunling  wouh!  cail  rb.e  attention  of  the  vctm-ans  of  the  Eighteejitli  Corps: 
they  liave  .stormed  the  works  of  the  enemy  ami  carried  them;  taken  guns  and 
prisoners,  and  in  the  wh^'le  aflair,  they  have  di-^played  the  cpuilities  of  good 
soldiers. 

JjV  comnrand  of 

jNIajor-General  Sviini. 

Wm.  liissELL,  Aiisi,<la}it  Adiutant-General. 
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"I  On  llie   20t]i  day  of  June,  General  Stannard  left  the  com- 

j  liiaiid   of  Heckniau's  Brigade  and  issued  the  following  order 

I  to  the  troops  :  — 


^  Head(|uarter.-^  Tirst  Rriicadc,  Socond  Divisiou,  Eigliteeutli  Army  Corps, 

I  In  the  Held  near  Bermuda  Ihnidreds,  Ya.,  Juno  SOth,  1S64. 

Ceuoral  Orders,  ) 
Xo.  15.  ) 

ILivinj,^  been  assi2:ned  to  niiotlier  coinmand,  tlie  General  com-  ■ 

juanding  desires  iu  takijig  leave  of  his  brigade,  to  convey  to  tliem  liis  pride  and  |. 

satisfaction,  in  approval  of  the  uniform  courage,  endurance  and  ready  obedience,  l 

wlncli  have  characterized   the  entire  command  dnriug-  liii?  short,  but  eventful  ' 

connection  with  it.  i 

f 
'Idic  record  of  the  ineniorable  3rd  of  June,  when   at  Cold  Ifarbor,  Colonel 

I'ickett  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachnsrtt^s,  ^lajor  Walker  with  the  Tweuty- 
sc'.enth  Massachu.setts,  Colonel  Elwell  N'^'ici\  the   Q'wenty-tlnrd   ISInssacliusetts 

and  Captain  Xesbctt  with  the  Fifty -tilth  Pennsylvania,  so  gallantly  charged  the  ; 
enemy's  almost  impre.t:nable  works,  and  iiirain  during'  the  more  trying;  cam- 
pai^n  in  front  of  Fetersburg,  v^iien  the  Fighty-niutii  New  York  under  Colonel 

]•  airchild,  the  Twenty-tilth.  ^^lassachusetts  under  Captain  ParkhursL,  tiie  Twenty-  | 

>-  seventh  Mass.;vchasett.--  ivuder  Captain  Moore,  and  the  Fifty-lifth  I'eunsylvania  | 

f  mjdcr  Captain  Hill,  h.ave  .<o  unllinclangly,  during  the  loth,  IGth  and  ISth  days  j 

;f  of  June  pre>sed  the  cneinv  to  his  last  earthworks,  will  remain  forever  engraven  ; 

I  on  my  heart.     To  wl!are\er  s]>here  of  duty  I  may  hereafter  be  called,  I  sliall  ; 

always  carry  with  me,  the  prouil  recollection  of  the  dced.s  of  the  First  Brigade,  \ 

and   the  calm  retlectiou  that  tliey  will  never  disgrace  the  laurels  which  they  [ 

liuvo  so  nobly  won  by  their  bdood.  .  \ 

I>y  com  man  d  oi  ■  '  | 

lirigadi.T-General  Gi;o.  J.  SrAXXATiD,  | 

Comraarsding  iJri'jade.  \ 

V.'.l..  Kkst,  Caj>Uiin  and  A.  J.  A.  G.  "  I 


It  was  with   deep  regi'et  that  tiie  Twenty-lifth  ^^fassaclinsctts  1 

and,   we  may   add,  the   entire  brigade,   parted   with  General  1 

Stannard.     He  was  every  inch  a  soldier,  brave,  fearless,  and  | 

as  firm  as  a  rock.     His  heart  was  always  in  the  right  place,  j 

and  though  to  some  he  ap})eared  like  a  rough  and  unfinished  | 

aslder  just  from  the  quarries,  it  needed  but  a  little  knowledge 
of  the  man  to  convince  any  one,  that  he  was  a  true  gentleman 
in  wliatever  })Osition  placed.  T]>c  arsllior  writes  thus,  not  from 
any  personal  actjuaintance  with  the  General,  but  upon  the 
exrtressed  jmlgmLiil  of  itiany  oriicers  and  men  who  served  iri 
his  briu.-ade. 
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The  Tweiity-litth  Miissacliusetts  ^vas  now  brigaded  under 
coniniaiid  of  Colonel  Fiy  of  the  Fifth  Maryland  Yoliinteers, 
and  occupied  trenches  upon  tlie  "  Race  Course."  For  some 
^veeks,  the  regiment  remained  forty-eight  hours  in  the 
trenches,  and  then  had  forty-eight  liours  of  relief,  occupy- 
ing a  gidly  in  the  rear  of  the  lines.  In  the  trendies,  the 
orders  were,  that  half  tlie  men  must  })e  awake  at  all  times, 
but  at  three  o'clock,  a.  m.,  all  the  men  must  be  awalvc  and 
ready  for  duty.  (The  corps  staff  was  also  mounted  at  the 
same  time  every  morning.)     The  excessive  heat  and  multitude  I 


of  flies,  to  say  notliing  of  other  insects,  prevented  sleep  in  the 

day  time,  unless  men  became  so  exhausted  as  to  be  insensible 

" '■  to  all  annoyances.     Tlie  distance  bet\'\"een  our  lines  and  those 

r   ,  of  tlie   enemy  was  only   about    fifteen   rods,   and   deaths   and 

!:       \  wounds  were  of    daily  occurrence.     During  the  summer,  tlie 

[;     ',  .    •  •  wounded  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  averciged  thirty  per  day. 

|,^\  Fifteen  ambukmces  were  parked  near  the  fi'ont,  in  readiness 

I     .  to  answer  any  call  to  remove  the  vv'ounded  and  sick.     From 

f  - 

r  .  :\       '  June  IStii  to  August  25th,  the  loss  of  the  Twenty-ilftli  Massachu- 

j:        ..  setts  ^^•as  six  killed,  one  of!icer  and  twenty-four  men  wounded. 

I'     ;  On  the  oOtli  of  June,  at  about  fire  o'clock,  p.  M.,  the  enemy 

f  opened  a  terrific  hre  upon  our  lines,  from  their  batteries  across 

the  river.     An  atiack  was  designed  on  our  part  at  six  o'clock 

••  ■      that  nigfit,  and  the  enemy  probably  discovered  our  intention  in 

\  ■,     .  :    consequence  of   a   movement  of   iroops   in   our  lines.     Puriiig 

:  ■  this  bombardment,  a  four-iricl!  Shell  struck  in  the  trench  wliej'C 

the  T\s-erity-fjftii  ^[assaclmsetts  were  lying,  wounding  privates 

George  Burr  and  Charles  F.  Stowe,  of  Company  K,  (botli  died 

in  hospital)   and  so  wounding  Private  Tliayer,  of  Company  D, 

that  he  died  after  reacliing  the  hospital.     The  latter's  wound 

was  very  singular.     Tlie   shell  struck   his  leg  just  belovv'  the 

knee,  passing  up  the  leg,  ifi^idc  the  ski,K  lodging  in  tlie  upper 

\  part  of  the  thigh,  from  wliere  it  was  removed  by  the  surgeons. 

I  Of  course,  the  shell  did  not  explode.    Jlad   it  exploded,  the 

result  Vvould  have  been  more  disastrous. 


I 


/ 


/ 


V 


..  .J 


x^ 


\ 


V 


/ 


y 


C.   A.    G.V.FILAMJ. 


S'^rz'tE.  A.  Moot.v, 


\ 


\ 


'.M'l.    V.    Ju.Ni 


■yi^jur.;.  W.  tMv.s. 


.;/ 


y 


J"ii,v  K.  Iln.L. 


Com  ['A  XV    C. 


^Y EARING   THE   BLUE. 


359 


Oil  the  4tli  of  July,  when  in  the  trenches,  Lieutenant 
J.  W.  Davis,  wishing  a  moment's  conversation  with  Sergeant 
Putnam,  advanced  for  that  purpose  in  a  stooping  posture, 
to  avoid  the  observation  of  the  enemy.  After  a  moment's 
talk,  he  unconsciously  raised  himself  for  an  instant,  when 
a  bullet  struck  him  in  the  left  shoulder,  passing  through  his 
])ody  and  lodged  in  the  ground.  The  Lieutenant  exclaimed  — 
''Sergeant,  I'm  a  dead  man!"  and  fell  to  the  ground.  He 
was  removed  to  the  hospital  and  survived  the  wound  two  years. 
He  resided  in  Worcester  and  died  there  August  2nd,  1866,' 
universally  respected  by  those  who  knew  him. 

On  the  ^Otli  of  July,  General  Smith  who  had  been  some  days 
absent  from  the  army,  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the 
Eighteenth  Corps.  The  loss  of  Smith  was  a  matter  of  deep 
regret  to  the  officers  and  men  of  tlie  corps. 

Upon  retirin.g,  General  Smith  issued  the  following  farewell 
to  the  trooDS  : —  ^ 


Ileailqnnrters  Ivigliteeritli  Array  Corjis. 
July   20tli,  18G-1. 
To  the  Orncers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Ei-!itoenth  Army  Corps  :  — 

I  part  from  you  iu  aecordauce  Avith  Orders  from  the  Lieuteuant- 
Gonoral  cominandiue-  the  armu'S  of  tlie  United  States,  witli  p-eat  regret^  and 
vny  hipd'.es'j  priJe  is  thai-  you  will  sluire  my  feelings.  Slrice  I  \\\\.\q  been  your 
CMjiiUiandcr,  I  hnve  tried  to  share  ^vith  you  your  dangers,  and  have  rejoiced 
with  you  iu  your  jrallaut  deeds. 

During  this  time,  yoar  reeord  has  been  bright  and  unsullied.  Whatever  in  it 
has  not  been  all  that  you  eould  wish,  I  assure  yon,  has  becu  for  no  fault  or 
■^iiort-coraijig  of  yours,  and  I  trust  you  will  believe  tluit  1  have  been  uo  mure 
eulpalde  thau  yourselves.  ]May  Goil  bless  aud  always  crown  your  efforts  with 
xiclory. 

W.  I'.  S^riTii,  Major- C7tiieraL 

(OFFICT.VL.) 

W.  r .  EissELL,  ^fajor  and  A.  A.  G. 


Oi>  the  22nd  day  of  July,  Major-General  E.  0.  0.  Ord 
an-ivcd  and  assumed  command  of  the  Eighteentli  Corps. 

On  tli'j  2Gtb.  of  July,  tlie  writer  spent  an  hour  with  his 
'•onirades  of   the  Twentv-iirth   Massachusetts.     Parkhurst   was 
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-  in  command,  tliough  he  had  every  appearance  of  being  worn 
out.  The  other  officers  present  were  Ca])tains  Emery  and 
Harrington,  Lieutenants  Burr,  Tew,  Stratton,  Pratt  and  Ken- 
dall. The  men  of  the  regiment  were  thoroughly  worn  down  — 
the  "continuous  hammering"  and  "force  of  attrition"  seemed 
to  work  both  ways,  like  an  old  Continental  musket.  Jaded, 
as  the  officers  and  men  appeared  to  be,  they  were  in  wonderful 
good  spirits  and  full  of  pluck.  The  regiment  had  less  than  one 
hundred  men  for  duty,  and  some  of  the  companies  really  had 
I  no  organization.     Company  A  was  reduced  to  one  sergeant, 

:  one  corporal  and  three  privates,  with  no  commissioned  officer. 

1  Up   to   this   time,  no   rain    had   fallen    for   several    weeks, 

5  but  suddenly  great  showers  descended  and  deluged  the  earths, 

1  filling  the  pits  and  trenches,  much  to  the  discomfort  of  the 

!  occupants.     A  great  flood  of  water  came  doAvn  the  "  gully," 

;  v.'asliing;  away  commissary  stores,  tents,  etc.     Several  soldiers 

'-  were  drowned  before  they  could  make  their  escape.     Except  in 

front  of  the  Ninth  Corps  and  the  constant  mutterings  of  the 
*'•  Petersburg  Express,"  a  thirty-two-pounder  battery  in  rear  of 
I  corps    headquarters,  the  firing  of  pickets  had    lessened  very 

I  mucli,  as  if  the  men  were  heartily  tired  of  shooting  at  each 

other.  .  I 

LIST    OF     KILLED    AND    WOUNDED     OF     THE     TWFNTY-FIFTH    MASSACHUSETTS  ^ 

\  TOLUNTEKES     IX    FRONT    OF    I'ETERSBUKG,    VA.,    AFTER   JUNE    IStII,    1864.  | 

I 

June   19th,  1S64.  | 

A'i7/aZ:  — Privates  — Charles  A.  McFarlaml,  Company  E;   John  D.  Pierce.  | 

Cornpauy  I). 

Wounfkd: — Privates  —  David  Casey   (slioulder),  Cornpauy  C;   Thomas  Mc- 
Chirenoc  (arm  fraorured),  Company  E. 

June  22ud,  1S64. 
i  Wounded:  —  Private  James  Laueraan  (head),  Company  E. 

June  23rd,  1864. 
;  KiUtd:  —  IVivate  Silas  H.  r^^fcKay,  Comjiany  C. 

I  Woiuukd:  —  Private  Wm.  C.  Hemenway,  Company  C. 

i  ^  Jun.^   24th,   1S64. 

Wmiiukd:  —  Private  Cornelius  Cop.ner,  CoiTipanv  E. 

I 


-^ 
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June  25t]i,  18C4-. 
Wonnded : — Private  Ilermaa  iloliiuiu,  Company  G. 

Jime  26th,  1864. 
]VoHndrd:  —  Trivate  ^lichael  Fit/.g-ibboo,  Company  F. 
^  June  27th,   1864. 

I  W'onndtd:  —  Private  AJon/.o  E.  Newton  (head,  loss  oi  eye)-,  Company  G. 

■^  June  30th,   1864. 

^  Wounded:  —  Privates  —  B.    I).    Thayer    (thigh);    ITeury    J.    Locke    (head), 

%  Company  ]);   Georg'e  Burr  (foot  amputated,  died);    Charles  R.  Stowe   (foot 

I"  amputated,  died);  CljarJes  A.  J'oland,  Company  K. 

J  July   4th,    1864. 

W  Wounded: — First-Lieuteuant  John  AV.  Davhs  (lung),  Company  C. 

§  Losses  of  Twenty-tiftli  .Massachusetts  Volunteers  since  May  1st.  to 

I  July  4th,  1864. 

M                                  Killed.                               .    Wounded.  Captured. 

^|.                            3  oilicers,  31  men.                   20  ofKcer.s,  2S6  men.  2  ofticers,  93  men. 

^'  Total  loss 435. 


\ 


THE    MINE    EXPLOSION, 


-^                      After  dail:   on  the  evoQing  of  July  29tli,  tlie   Twenty-fiftli  .      I 

I-                  ^lassachusetis,  ^\'\x\\  tlie  Eisiiteeuth  Corps,  were  relieved  from  I 

-•,                   the  trenches,  and,  moving  v>-ith  noiseless  tread  to  tlie  ^^  gully,"  j 

I'                   received  ratioFis  and  twenty  extra  rounds  of  amnmnition.     Xi  \ 

midnight,  the  corps  marclied  to  the  left,  i-eaching  the  position  | 


occupied  by  the  Ninth  Corps  commanded  by  General  Burnside.  \ 

The  object  of  the  movement  was  to  act  in  support  of  the  Niutii  j 

Corps  in  a  contemplated  attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  included  | 

tliC  explosion  of  a  mine  under  one  of  the  strongest  rebel  forts  [ 

in  iVout  of  tluit  command.     The  men  of  the  Forty-eiglith  Penn-  , 

sylva.nia  Volunteers  had  ]ierformed  tlie  v\'ork  of  sapping,  under 
direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  Fieasants.     Tliere  was  \ 

remo\ed  ir.  vrheelbarrows  eighteen  thousand  cubic  feet  of  earth  j 

'i'he  magazines  render  the  fort  Ijeing  completed,  were  charged  ! 

wiih  three  hundred  and  twenty  kegs  of  powder  weighing  eiglit  ;' 

thou-and  pounds.     The  Kighteenth  Corps  moved  to  the  rear  of 
the  Ninth   Corps,  as   stated,  being  relieved    in   front   by  the 
Second    Corj)S.     The   Eighteenth  acted    in    reserve,   only   one  " 
l.Tigiidc  was  i>rought  into  acLion,  though  all  were  under  fire. 

4';  I 


I 
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^Ye  do  not  purpose  going  into  the  details  of  this  affair.  Time 
was  lost  in  the  morning  by  the  failure  to  ignite  the  fuse  at  the 
pro|)er  time  —  this  remedied,  the  powder  ex}>loded,  throwing 
men,  guns,  caissons,  earth — two  hundred  feet  into  the  air, 
leaving  a  wide,  deep  chasm.  Then  there  was  an  unaccountable 
delav  —  finallv  a  chari'-e  —  men  tumbled  into  the  cliasm,  where 
most  of  them  remained  until  killed  or  captured.  The  Colored 
Division  was  put  in  —  cliarged  —  broke,  and  that  ended  it.  The 
division;  we  tlioug'ht,  was  not  well  led.     We  were  with  them  | 

until  tliey  broke.     It  was  a  terribly  hot  place,  and  that  division  % 

ought  not   to  have  been  put   to   the  work.     We  wished  the  | 

Eighteenth  Corps  had   been  in  its  place.     That  corps  would  | 

have  gone  into  Petersburg.     But  it  \ras  held  in  reserve.     Burn-  1 

side  ordered  well — the  plan  was  good,  but  he  was  unfortunate  | 

in    one    or   two    division    commanders  —  terribly    unfortunate.  | 

There  was  a  fearful  loss  of  life  —  fearful  wounds,  and  the  long  1 

list  of  suffering  captives  was  greaily  increased.  ^ 

A   court   of   inquiry  J  after  investigating  the  causes  of  the  \ 

failure,  stated  the  reasons  why  the  attack  ought  to  have  been  | 

successful,  as  follows  : —  | 

1.  The  evident  surprise  of  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  j 
of  the  mine,  and  for  some  time  after.  I 

2.  The  comparuti\'e] y  small  force  iu  the  enemy's  works.  I 
o.     Tlje  ineiTecilve  jlie  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry,  there 

being  scarcely  m\Y  for  al):;'nt  thirty  miiiiucs  after  the  exj-losion,  and 
our  artillery  being  just  tlie  reverse  as  to  time  and  power. 

-1.  The  tact  that  some  of  our  troops  were  able  to  get  tu'o  hundred 
yards  beyond  the  crater,  towards  tiie  crest,  but  could  not  remain 
there  or  proceed  further  for  want  of  supports,  or  because  they  were 
not  properly  formed  or  led. 

Our  loss  was,  killed,  forty-seven  oilicers,  three  hundred  and 
seventy-two  men  ;  wounded,  one  limidred  and  twenty-four  oili- 
cers, 0}ie  thousatul  live  hundred  and  ilfty-five  men  ;  prisoners, 
ninety-one  oilicers  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen 
men,  makiniz'  n.  total  <.)f  f  >ar  thousand  and  eiuht. 


w^ 
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I 

f  Al)(>ut  noon,  the  Eighteentli  Co]"ps  returned  to  the  trendies, 

I  hut   the   ^rassaclmsetts   I'wenty-iifth   had    a   ne\7   ])C)sltion,  tlfc 

I  lines  being  very  near  together.     A  sap  had  been  run  from  our 

i^  lines  now  occupied  by  the  Twenty-iifth  Massachusetts,  ending 

I  about  iifty  feet  fi-oni   the   rebel  works.     Sergeant  Putnam  in 

I  speaking  of  this,  says  :  — 

I  "In  looking  tlu'ough  the  loop-holes  lefi.  for  the  riflemen,  we  coukl 

.1  see  the   enemy  peering   at  us    through   their  ritie-holes,  and  a   rifie 

W  barrel  would  often  be  introduced  in  these  apertures  in  the  endeavor 

I  to  obtain  a  shot.     August  1st,  an  arrangement  was  made  under  ikig 

1^  of  truce  to  bury  the  dead,  and  parties  were  sent  out  from  both  white 

t^-  and  colored  reo'iments  to  do  the  work.     This  truce  lasted  from  six  to 

^.  eleven  o'ckK-k  in  the  Ibrenoon,  during  "which  time  there  was  no  firing 

1  on  either  side  along  tiie  whole  length  of  the  line.     In  our  immediate 

^.i  fi'ont,  the   enemy  displayed  a  white  flag,  and  a  truce  took  place  bc- 

P  twcen   our  reginnent  arid    the  enemy  directly  opposed   to   us.     This. 

p;  was  done  because  the  lines  were  so  near  together,  that  both  parlies 

Is  feared    to    sliow    themselves   under    the   general    truce.      I'^ach   party 

tlien  moiujted  tiieir  res[)ective  breastworks  and  coolly  sat  gaziiig 
each  n[)on  the  othei'.  Then  v/e  talked  together  lil-;c  old  friends.  The 
distance  was  so  short  that  small  shells  had  frequently  been  thrown 
from  one  line  to  the  other,  as  hand  grenades.  There  was  consider- 
able fun  passed  be'wet.-u  u^  arid  ■  th(;  Jolmni-'s,'  and  some  twitting  ujron 
|.  facts.     One  knion  soldier  asked  a  rebel,  •  how  do  you  like  ihat  style  of 

L  going  to  heaven,  Johnny?'  alluding  to  the  mine  ex[)losion.      Ikxcept- 

i  ing  some  close  hit-^.  ilu3  talk  was  generally  good  natnred.     The  burial 

of  the  dead  v,-as  a  dreadful  business.      Bo'lies  had   remaineil  uport  th.e 
I  gromu]  since  the  day  of  tlie  explosion,  and  being  exj'osed  to  the  hot 

sun  durinij  the  day,  and  tlie  cold  and  damj)ness  of  the  night,  were  in 
an  awful   condition.      Pits  were   dug,  ami   the  bodies  thi-ov/n  in  lun-- 
riedly,  and  when  the  work  v/as  completed,  a  signal  guii  was  tired  and 
p  the  troops  hastened  back  to  their  re3[)ective  intrenchments,  and  woe 

to  the  man  who  dared  to  show  his  iiea.l  above  the  wurks.  While 
occu;>vin""  this  })ositi<tu  in  the  trenches,  the  reliels  tiii?d  to  .^erve  us 
t!u:  same  trick  we  successfully  played  upon,  them,  tliat  of  blowing  up, 
l>Mt  it  proved  a  miserable  faihire.  The  Twenty-tifdi  bad  been  re- 
lievtM]  }>y  the  Twcuty-tiilnl  Ma,>sachu>.et!s,  and  we  had  fallen  back  to 
our   regular   place  of  rest,  when,  alxmt  si>:  o'clock,  r.  m..   vve   were 
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startled  by  a  sudden  explosion,  followed  by  volleys  of  musketry 
and  our  batteries  commenced  firing.  We  quickly  fell  into  line 
and  marched  to  the  scene  of  trouble.  We  found  the  rebels  had 
attempted  to  blow  up  that  portion  of  the  line  which  we  had  just 
vacated,  and  which  was  occupied  by  the  Twenty-third  ^Massachusetts. 
We  had  expected  this  attempt,  having  heard  the  enemy  digging  for  a 
couple  of  days  previously.  They  must  have  miscalculated  the  dis- 
tance, as  the  explosion  took  pkice  just  outside  of  our  line,  doing  no 
harm,  excepting  to  throw  a  few^  gabions  out  of  place  and  burying  for 
a  few  moments,  some  half-dozen  men.  Several  men  were  wounded 
by  the  rebel  guns  which  commenced  firing  directly  the  explosion 
occurred,  and  Colonel  Steadman  who  commanded  our  brigade,  was 
killed." 

August  IStb,  Warren's  Corps  took  possession  of  the  Weldon 
railroad,  and  held  it  at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  men,  killed;, 
wounded  and  missing.  Tliis  important  line  of  conimAinieation. 
■was,  from  this  time  lost  to  the  Confederates.  The  next  day, 
Lee  made  a  strong  effort  to  repossess  the  road  but  ^vas 
re})ulsed.  On  the  21st  Lee  made  smother  effort,  and  was 
repulsed  ^yitll  a  loss  of  one  thousand  t^yo  hundred  men. 
Warren  captured  five  hundred  prisoners. 

Angust  25th,  Hancock  had  a  severe  fight  north  of  Eeauis' 
station,  and  at  night  he  withdrew  with  a  loss  of  two  thousand 
four  hundred  men,  (out  of  eight  thousand,)  and  fne  guns. 
Hill  who  led  the  Confederates,  also  withdrew  with  about  the 
same  loss. 


^.|  25th  :ilaj-s.  \t*U.    % 
V^.  I*.   1 
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CHAPTER     XYIII. 


ANDER30NVILT.E  AND  OTHER  PRISONS  —  FA€TS  AND  INCIDENTS 
CONCEnNlNCx  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  —  PRISONERS  OF  THE 
MASSACHUSETTS  TWENTY-FIFTH  —  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  CRU- 
ELTY —  DEATHS  OF  31ASSACHUSETTS  TWENTY-FIFTH  IN 
REBEL    PRISONS. 

'%^N  comiiiOii  ^\"itll  other  rciiiraents,  the  Tweiitv-fifth  Ma-^sa-. 
^^*||!  chuhccts  has  its  record  of  those  who  sutTerecl  and  died 
G.'S  at  Andersouville  and  otlier  prison-pens  of  the  rebellion. 
We  slniU  speak  particahirly  of  Andersonvilie  —  a  place  where 
many  of  onr  regiment  endured  for  a  long  time,  inexpressible 
agony,  and  gave  np  their  lives. 

"^Vhat  has  become  and  will  always  remain  notorious  in 
diistory,  as  Andersonvilie,  is  a  little  handel  on  the  Soutli- 
western  railroad,  about  Miy  iniles  south  of  Macon  in  Georgia, 
and  about  one  hnndi-ed  and  fifty  ndles  north  of  the  Gulf  of, 
Mexico.  Not  far  west  of  the  raih-oad  station  at  tliat  place, 
twenty-seven  acres  vvere  selected  in  the  i'all  oi'  lSi33,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Hovreil  Col)b,  by  Captain  Winder,  son  of  the 
Confederate  commissary  of  prisoners,  as  a  location  for  a 
prison  for  Federal  soldiers  unfortunately  falling  into  their 
hands.  The  land  was  covered  with  heavy  timber  which  was 
felled  by  slaves,  and  a  palisade  erected,  within  which  en- 
closure, frons  thirty  to  forty  thousand  human  beings  could 
bo  crowded  without  shelter.  Not  a  tree  was  left  standing, 
'^wid  no  pii'isonei'  cuuld   even   find   })i'otection   from  the  heat  of 
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trie  sun,  Avbicli,  much  of  the  year,  raiiged  from  ninety  to  one 
hundred  and  five  degrees  in  tlie  shade.  When  Winder  gave 
orders  to  cut  down  all  the  trees,  a  spectator  who  felt  some 
generous  impulses,  suggested  that  a  sliade  would  alleviate  the 
suflerings  of  the  captives,  whereupon  Winder  replied  —  ''that 
is  just  what  I  am  not  going  to  do!  I  will  make  a  pen  here 
for  the  damned  Yankees,  where  they  vrill  rot  faster  than  they 
can  he   sent."     [Spenser's  narrative.] 

Another  stockade  about  eighteen  feet  high  -was  erected 
around  this  first  enclosure,  and  about  a  dozen  paces  from 
the  inner  palisade  was  a  little  fence  of  rails,  known  as  the 
"  dead  line,"  over  which  no  Yankee  could  stop,  and  live. 
ThrougJi  the  centre  of  this  prison  pen,  a  little  sluggish  si  ream 
of  almost  dead  water,  made  its  way.  Within  a  rifle-shot  dis- 
tance of  this  pi-ison-pen  flowed  a  large  brook,  fifteen  feet  wide 
.and  three  feet  deep,  of  pui'e,  delicious  water.  Had  this  been 
inclosed  within  the  prison  walls,  the  captives  might  have 
washed  and  bathed  as  much  as  \}\Qy  pleased,  [^li^s  Clara 
Barton.]  It  Vvas  not  the  policj'  of  Cobb  or  Winder  to  permit 
any  such  comfort  to  Yankee  prisoners.  And  it  was  there,  in 
that  unhealthy  location,  on  the  side  of  a  red-clay  hill,  aided  by 
a  })ack  of  fierce  blood-hounds,  with  fifty-two  sentinels  standing 
guard  upon  tlie  top  of  the  slockad.'j,  and  cannon  pointed  from 
the  front  and  Hanks,  that  Winder  and  his  son,  and  the  miser- 
able Wirtz,  jiorfornied  tlieir  murderous  work  as  the  trusted 
agents  of  the  tyrannical  oligarcltv  at  Riclimond.  The  lexico- 
graphers of  our  language,  luwe  not  yet  invented  the  words  of 
proper  strength,  to  express  condemnation  of  the  studied  inhu- 
manities of  Andersonville. 

Fov  a  moment,  imagine  over  thirty  thousand  human  beings 
herded  into  this  enclosure  of  twenty-seven  acres,  the  lieat  at 
one  hundred  and  five  degi'ces,  and  not  a  tree  branch,  or  a  bare 
])ole  to  ahbrd  a  shade,  and  then  think  of  th.ese  thirty  thousand 
human  beings,  reeking  in  their  ovni  fdtli,  generating  discar^e 
and  death,  exp.o.-ed  by  day  to  the  heat  of  the  sun  or  the  pouring 
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I  niins — by  night,  to  tlie  damps  and  miasma  of  the  localitj,  and 

I  all  the  tune  to  tliC  bullets  of  the  guardsmen   on  tbe  stockade. 

I  [Corporal  W.  S.  Bngbee  of  Company  A,  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 

I  chusetts,  states,  that  when  he  was  there  about  July  1st,  18G4,  ,' 

I  thirty-three    thousand    prisoners   were    within   the    stockade.]  j 

%  Add    to   this,    the    starvation    rations — rations    doled    out    in  | 

I  iiifinitesimal    doses,   until    the    victims   were    only   staggering  | 


I  '     skeletons,  and  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  some  oi"  the  horroi's  \ 

I  oi  the  place.     This   description  is   not  the  work  of  imagina-  j 

tion.     Would  that  it  was  only  tlie  fio-ment  of  some  diseased  : 

f  bi-ain,  a  picture  only  chimerical !     The  testimony  of  those  who  ( 

•  eiyerinired  x\ndersonvil]e   and    survived   its  horrors,  and    the  j 

;  graves  of  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  victims,  | 

describes  more  plainly  than  v.ords  can,  the  dreadful  reality  of  i- 

:  tliat  Gehenna !  ; 

'  The  Committee  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  after  making  an 

[  exhaustive  investigation  inio  the  charge  that  our  prisoners  were 

starved,  declare  that  — 


'•  The   conclusion    is    inevitable.     It   was   in    their   power   to   feed 

sufriciently,  and  to   clothe,  when   iiecesstiry,  their   jjnsoners  of  war. 

*  Tliey  were  perfectly  able  to  include  them  in   the  military  estahlish- 

f  uujut<,  but   they   cliose    to   exclnile   them   from    the   position  always 

"^  a.-si<Tiied  to  such,  and  in  tjO  respect   to  treat  them  like  men  taken  in 

^  hon.orable   warfare.     Their   commonest  soldier  was  never  com{)elled, 

])y  huriC!:er,  to  eat  t.he  disgusting  ratious  furnished  at  tlie  Litthy  prison 

^  to  United  States  olilcors.     Tiieirmost  exj)Osed  encampment,  however 

^'  temporarv,  never  belieltl   the  scenes  of  suflering  wln'ch  occurred  daily 

I  and  nightly  among  the    Tnited  States  soldiers  in  the  encampment  on 

I  Belle  Isle.     The  excuse  and  explanation  are  swept  away." 

I  It  is  said  that   tlie  lack  of  proper  or  sufficient  food  Avas  in. 

■|  consequence. of  its  scarcity,  but  the  Committee  report  — 

5  '-That   the   Souihern   army  has  been,  ever    since    its  organization, 

I'  conijilL'tely    cipiipiictl    in   all    necessuiw   res{)ects,  and    the    men    have 
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been   snp[)]leLl    with  everythiiu^  wliioli  would  keep  them  in  the  best 
condition  of  mind  and   bod^^  for   the  hard  and   desperate  service  in 


which  thev  were  enifaired.' 


It  may  be  added  too,  that  Georgia  was  a  great  j^i'oducing 
State,  especially  of  cereals,  that  no  ravaging  army  had  de- 
stroyed its  crops,  and  that  wdien  Sherman  marched  through 
tliat  sectiou  of  covuitry  in  18G5,  lie  found  an  abundance  of 
everything  necessary  for  man's  sustenance.  Upon  the  matter 
of  rations  furnished  to  our  prisoners  at  Andersonvillc,  we  quote 
a  little  at  length  from  the  excellent  Avork  upon  Andersonville 
Prison,  by  Dr.  Angu-tus  C.  Ilamlln  of  Bangor,  Me.,  late  Medi- 
cal In^pcctor  United  States  Army:  — 

"In  attempting  to  form  a  proper  estimate  of  the  alleged  rations 
furnished  by  the  rebels  to  their  prisoners  at  Andersonville,  we  will 
endeavor  to  arrive  at  just  conclusions  by  comparing  the  known  quan- 
tities wiih  the  dietaries  of  long  established  hospitals,  prisons,  and  tlie 
rations  of  armies  of  diiferent  periods  of  history. 

'•The  eflects  of  food  upon  the  civil  prisoners,  botli  of  the  long  and 
short  tenn,  have  been  carefully  studied  by  Christianson.  LiebJg, 
Banal,  and  }'>d wards  ;  and  it  is  conclusively  sho^vn  by  their  statistics 
of  the  prisons  of  Europe,  how  much  food  will  keep  the  prisoners  in 
athletic  con.dition  wLvi)  exposed  to  health}  influences.  The  quantity 
of  fot'd  required  depends  u[ion  tlio  wants  of  tlie  system  and  tlie 
quality  of  food  con-un-ed.  Some  articles  of  food  are  far  more 
nutritious  than  oihers,  and  are  far  less  bulky  ;  for  instance,  the  rice 
eater.^  of  China,  tlie  jx-ratt'  arid  milk  consumers  of  Ireland,  eat  enor- 
mously, compared  with  the  lieef-eating  people. 

''Ibjt  rarely  will  a  less  quantity  than  seventuen  ounces  suffice  for 
the  aiiimal  economy,  and  not  then,  even,  unless  it  is  the  concentrated 
essences  and  princip-les  of  cai'efully  selected  grains,  and  healthy  meat 
from  cattle  killed  in  their  native  pastu.res,  like  the  scien'ific  ration 
correctly  ]»i-oposed  by  l/rofesscjr  Ilorsford.  *  *  It  vvas  substan- 
tially tlte  same  ration  that  enabled  the  Romans  to  traverse  countries 
far  remote  from  their  main  depot  of  supr-lies,  and  tlie  Greeks  to 
advance  across,  witli  safetv,  the  immense  arid  deserts  of  Asia.     Any 
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of  our  splendidly  equipped  and  fed  armies  of  modern  .times  would 
pei-ish  in  a  few  days  along-  the  route  wliere  Xenophon  and  his  im- 
mortal ten  thoDSund  passed  with  safety,  and  without  mueh  loss.  *  * 
Besides  the  allowance  of  wheat  daily  —  one  to  two  pounds  —  the 
I  Komaii   sohliers   often   received   a   ration  of  pork,  mutton,  legumes, 

.^  chec>e,  oil,  salt,  wine,  and  vinegar.     "With  the  grain,  a  porridge-pot, 

I  a   spit,  the   casque   for   a   cup,  and  with   vinegar  to   mix  v.'ith  their 

!  v,-arer,   which   formed   the  regulation  drink  posea,  or  acetum  —  thej^ 

m:vfched    rapidly,    and    retained    their    extraordinary    vigor    in    the 
I  midst  of  pestilential   regions.     Every  soldier  carried   his  own   food 

J  for   a  given   lengtii  of  time,  which  was  from  eight  to  twenty-eight 

^  days.     *     *     *  . 

".  '•  In   the  prisons  and  hospitals  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and 

'^  Ciermany,  the  dietaries  furnish  from  seventeen  to  twenty-eight  ounces 

j'  of  nitrogenous  and  carbonaceous  food.     *     "*     In   England  we  find 

}  the  total  tpatitity  of  solid  food   to  be  as  follows :    the  British  soldier 

I  receives  in  home  service  fortv-live  ounces  ;  the  seamen  of  the  roval 

f.  li'ivy    forty-four   ounces;    convicts    fifty-four    ounces;    male    paupers 

I  twenty-nine  ounces  ;  male  lunatics  thirty-one  ounces.     The  full  diet 

of  tlie  hospitals  of  Loudon,   furnisli  from   twenty-five    to    thirty-one 
;  ounces  of  solid  food,  besides  from  one  to  five  pints  of  beer  daily. 

I  "The    Russian    soldier  has  about  fifty  ounces;   the  Turkish  more 

t  than  forty  ounces;   the   Hessian  thirty-three  ounces;   the  Yorkshire 

laborer  fiUv  r^uru-es;   I'nited  States  navy  fifty  ounces,  ainl  the  soldier 
'  of  the  United  States  army,  about  fifty  ounces  of  solid  food. 

t  "The  food  allowed  to  the  prisoners  at  Andersonville,  according  to 

I  tlie  statements  of  the  prisoners  and  other  witnes#s,  was  from  two  to 

f<)uv  ounees  of  bacon,  and  from  four  to  twelve  ounces  of  corn  bread 
d.dlv:  some  times  a  half  [)int  to  a  pint  of  bean,  pea,  or  sweet  potato 
soup,  of  dou])tful  value.  Vegetables  were  unknown.  Thus  giving  a 
total  vreiixht,  per  diem,  of  six  to  sixteen  ounces  of  solid  food.  The 
amount  was  not  constant:  some  days  the  prisoners  were  entirely 
without  food,  as  was  the  case  at  Belle  Isle  and  Sali.-bury.  Neither 
was  the  deficiency  afterwards  made  good.  The  amount  given,  was 
oftener  less  than  more  than  ten  ounces.  The  contrast  furnished  by 
tlie  dietaries  of  owv  own  military  prisons,  of  those  of  tiie  British 
imik>,  (>o  nuich  cursed  during  tlie  la-t  war,)  or  by  the  f>od  given  by 
th-  Alg.uine  pirates  to  their  prisoner.-^  and  slaves,  gi^•es  rise  to  terri- 
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ble  coiivictians  as  to  the  regard  the  rebel  aiUhoiities  placed  upon  tlie 
lives  of  their  prisoners.  T!se  United  States  allowed  to  the  rebel 
prisoners  held  by  them,  thirty-eight  ounces  of  solid  food  at  first;  but 
afterwards,  in  June,  1864,  they  reduced  the  ration  to  thirty-four  and 
one-half  ounces  per  day.  Tlie  range  of  articles  composing  the  rati<ni 
was  the  same  as  wiih  our  own  troops,  the  exception  being  in  the  rate 
of  bread.  In  the  Dartmoor  prison  in  England,  where  our  men  were 
confined  by  the  English,  when  taken  prisoners  during  the  last  war 
with  England,  and  of  wliich  so  much  crueliy  has  been  alleged,  the 
authorities  allowed  to  the  prisoners  for  the  first  five  days  in  the  week, 
twent}-four  ounces  of  coarse  brow^n  bi'ead,  eight  ounces  of  beef,  four 
ounces  of  barley,  one-third  ounce  of  salt,  one-third  ounce  of  onions, 
and  sixteen  ounces  of  turnips  dally  (or  more  than  fifty  ounces  of 
solid  food)  ;  and  for  the  remaining  two  days,  the  usual  allowance  of 
bread  was  given  v/ith  sixteen  ounces  of  pickled  fish.  The  daily 
allowance  to  our  men,  at  Melville  island  prison,  at  Halifax,  during 
the  last  English  war,  was  sixteen  ounces  bread,  sixteen  ounces  beef, 
and  one  gill  peas ;  the  American  agent  furnishing  coftee,  sngar, 
potatoes,  and  tobacco.  The  allowance  on  the  noted  Medway  hulks 
was  eight  ounces  of  beef,  twenty-four  ounces  of  bread,  and  one  gill 
of  barley,  daily,  for  five  d;iys  ;  and  sixteeii  ounces  of  codfish,  sixteen 
ounces  r.otatrjes,  or  sixteen  ounces  of  smoked  herrin"-,  the  remaining 
two  days  of  the  week.  Furthermore,  in  addition  to  these  generous 
allowances  of  tlie  ]'>ritisli  {'cople,  it  can  be  said  that  the  quality  of 
the  food  was  almost  always  excellent. 

'•The  writer,  with  one  exception,  knows  of  no  dietary  to  compare 
witli  that  adopted,  or  made  use  of  without  tlie  formality  of  adoption, 
by  the  reljel  autliorities  in  the  treatment  of  tlieir  prisoners.  This 
exception  is  found  in  ancient  history,  which  riutarch  has  handed 
down  to  us.  The  Athenians,  captured  at  the  siege  of  Syrncuse, 
were  placed  in  tlie  stone  quarries  of  Ortygia,  and  fed  upon  one 
pint  of  barley  and  half  a  junt  of  water  daily.  Most  of  them 
}>erished  from  this  treatnient." 


FACTS    AN1>    INCIDENTS. 


Corporal   Walter   vS.    J^ugbce,  of  Company   A,  Twenty-fii'ili 
!Mabsacliu<etis,  ca|)turod   at   Cold   Harbor,  experienced  prison 
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life  at  Belle  Isle  o  ?hort  time :  Andersonville  three  months, 
Charlcstoii  three  weeks,  Florence  a  little  more  tlmu  five 
months,  and  was  paroled  in  February,  1865,  (when  e7i  route 
between  Wilmington  and  Goldsboro')  in  consequence  of  Sher- 
man's march,  ending  a  captivity  of  more  than  nine  months. 
After  being  in  Andersonville  for  the  term  stated,  he  was  sent 
to  Charleston. 

We  quote  from  his  letter,  recently  furnished  tlie  writer  :  — 

"After  bein.g  three  weeks  in  Charleston,  we  were  removed  by  rail- 
road to  Florence,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Charleston  on  the 
Wilmington  road.  Here  we  ,were  put  into  a  stockade  like  that 
of  Andersonville.  iMucli  has  been  said  about  the  prison  at  Ander- 
sonville, but  Florence  v/as  the  hardest  place,  and  all  prisoners  Vv'ho 
have  suffered  at  both  places,  will  agree  that  in  all  things  except  the 
supply  of  wood,  [a  larger  quantity  required  at  Florerice,  because  of 
more  severe  cold]  Andersonville  was  better  than  Florence.  The 
amount  of  food  was  greater  at  the  former  prison,  and  the  deaths  at 
Florence  v/ere'  in  excess  of  Andersonville,  considered  ia  proportion 
to  the  number  of  prisoners.  We  were  less  able  to  stand  severe  treat- 
ment afier  our  summer  experience  at  Andersonville,  and  when  we 
were  compelled  to  go  tifry-six  hours  without  even  the  small  pittance 
usually  given  us  by  the  reliels,  and  meat  was  served  to  us  but  fJiree 
t)?n€^:  in  Jive  months.^  and  tlien  only  ttco  ouvces  per  man,  prisoners 
could  only  resign  tht-uiselves  to  despair  and  death. 

••  Our  rations  were  usually  a  small  })inL  of  corn-meab  and  less  than 
half  a  pint  of  bhick  beans,  daily,  issued  raw.  I  have  seen  uieu 
so  j-aveuouslv  huugry,  that  they  ("onsnrned  the  beaiis  antl  uieal  in  the 
same  state  as  received,  rather  than  wait  for  the  process  of  cookiug. 
1  have  seen  men  i^o  to  tlie  brook  v.here  the  sinks  were  located,  and 
gather  the  beans  from  the  bottom  of  the  stream  and  eat.  them,  Mt' 
same  beans  haviiKj  once  before  jjerforiaed  sere  ice  as  a  ration.'''' 


Corporal  Bun-bcc  gives  a  comical  accoutUt  of  his  reception  at 
Andersonville.  When  he  reached  tlie  stockade,  [June  15th, 
18G:}-]  he  found  Charles  E.  Jkurson,  of  Com])any  A  at  the  gate, 
who  staled   thuL  some  of   the  Twenty-liflh  .Massachusetts  had  a 
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place  for  liim  :  so  the  new  B  followed  the  old  B  to  a  place 
where  Coj-poral  Fuller  of  the  same  company  had  spread  an  old 
canvas  upon  some  poles.  Fuller  sold  a  watch  for  thirty  dollars 
in  greenbacks,  and  bought  the  canvas  of  a  '^  Johnnie  ''  for 
twenty  dollars.  He  spread  the  canvas  as  stated,  and  took  in 
locl/ers.  Under  this  canvas,  Bugbee  foupsd  himself  introduced. 
The  first  question  propounded  was,  "Are  you  lousy?"  -whicli 
was  not  considered  an  indelicate  question  to  ask  a  soldier. 
Upon  being  assured  that  no  vermin  contaminated  his  flesh. 
or  clothing,  Fuller  and  the  other  lodgers  "  allowed "  that 
Bugbee  might  remain  with  them.  Tlie  family  consisted  of 
Corjioral  J.  H.  Fuller,  of  Compan}^  A,  proprietor ;  Private 
C.  E.  Benson,  of  Company  A  ;  Sergeants  Joseph  S.  Moulton 
and  George  Trask  ;  Privates  George  J).  Browning,  Joel  S. 
Bosvrorth  and  Sumner  Frost,  of  Company  I  ;  Corporal  Corne- 
lius F.  Collins;  Privates  Eli  E.  Clark  and  Stanley  ST.  Edwards, 
of  Company  K.  Of  this  nuniber,  only  Corporals  Bugbee  and 
Collins  and  Private  Benson  survived  the  hoi'i'ors  of  captivity. 

Bugbee  having  lost  rest  for  a  couple  of  nights,  went  into  a 
ver}'  sound  sleep,  awakening  at  a  very  late  hour  the  next 
morning,  and,  upon  being  fully  aroused,  heard  tJte  cracking 
of  huncs :  he  looked  about  him,  and  to  his  great  surprise 
found  all  his  comrades  sitting  up,  engaged  busily  in  catching 
and  cracking  lice.  And  tlds  accounted  for  the  question  so 
seriously  put  to  him  the  day  before.  '" 

In  calling  tlie  roll  of  prisoners  at  Andersonville,  the  men 
were  divided  into  detachments  of  tvro  hundred  and  seventy. 

A  Confederate  sergeant  came  in  an.d  called  the  ruil  of 
each  detaclnnent  separately,  giving  ratioris  according  to  the 
number  answering  roll-call.  An  efibrt  was  made  to  have 
the  roll  called  in  each  detachment  at  the  same  time,  because 
the  prisoners  had  learned  how  to  '^  llaidv  "  on  the  detachments. 
that  is,  go  from  one  to  another,  like  a  I'cpeater  in  a  city 
election.  When  thirty-three  thousand  |)risoners  inhabited  the 
stuckade,   it  was    impossii)le    to   call    the   I'oU    in   each   squad 
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I  at  once,  as  there  was  no  nieans  of  separating  the  detachments 

I  one  from  the  other.     For  two  days  at  this  time  no  rations  were 

I  issued  whatever.     At  Florence,  at  one  time,  our  prisoners  went 

I  sixty-six    hours   witliuiit   food    on    account    of    suspicions    that 

I  a  tunnel  was  being  dug  as  a  means  of  escape. 

I  l>i"-  A-  K.  Gould,  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  who  for  seven  months 

I  and   two  days   was  a  prisoner  in   Andersonville,  excepting  a 

I  shoit    time    that    he  w^as  nnder   the   fire   of   our   batteries  at 

I  Charleston,  and  a  brief  time  at  Florence,  which  latter  place  he 

{  denounces  as  "a  most  damnable  prison-pen — a  second  Ander- 

I  sonville,"  furnished  an  account  of  prison  life  at  Andersonville, 

[  for  the  vs-ork  — "  FiteJibufr/  in  the  liehellion  ;  "  beginning  at  the 

[  one  hundred  and  ninety-third  page,  we  quote  as  follows  :  — 


"Well  do  1  remember  when  I  first  arrived  in  sioiit  of   this  terrible 
place,  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1864,  and  of  ray  first  iiitervievr  with  [ 

the  rebel  officer  in  charge  of  it,  Captaiu  Henry  Wirtz,  a  most  savage-  1 

looking  man,  and   \vho   v;as   as  brutal   as  liis  looks   would  seem   to  I 

indicate.     He  otlered  us  all  the  abuse  lie  was  capable  of,  and  the'i  j 

marched  us  into  pi'ison.     It  \vus  no  luicornmon  thing  for  this  brute  to  | 

strip  the   prisoners  of    tlieir  clothing,  and  everything  of   valitc  about  J 

them,  before  sending   them   iuside   tlie  stockade.     The   stockade   in      .  j 

v.hich,   we  were  conhned   was   made  by   setting  logs   upright  in    tf.e  \ 

ground  as  closely  as  they  could  be  driven,  standing  above  the  ground  ; 

about  fourteen  i^ei,  and  enclosing  al)out  nineteen  acres  of  land, 
about  hidf  as.  wide  as  it  was  long.  Running  through  or  across  tliis 
lot,  was  a  brook  about  four  feet  v.ide,  and  generally,  two  or  tlireo 
inches  in   depth,  thus   ^.dving   us  water    to   use,  but   of    tlie  filthiest  ; 

character,  on  account  of   there  l^eing  just,  above  r>s.  a  camp  of    three  : 

tliousaud  rebels,  and  as  many  more  negroes,   (serving  as  guard  over  ! 

us)  all  of  whose  lilth  and  refuse  was  emptied  into  tlie  brook  and 
s'^vept  down  to  us.  In  addition  to  this,  the  land  on  either  side  of  the 
biook,  to  the  extent  of  six  acres,  was  a  com[)Iete  swamp.  A  portion 
of  this  was  used  ]»y  the  thirty  thousand  prisoners,  more  or  less,  for 
'.Niuk'  pui-p(>.ses,  and  its  eilect  upon  tlic  water  can  better  }>e  imagined 
than  described.     *  *  ; 


>  't 


pTP' 


374 


T  WENTY-FIFTH   If  ASS  A  CflUSETTS. 


'"  To  see  my  fellow  men  sutTering  for  the  want  of  foojd  and 
clothing,  as  I  did ;  to  see  them  stretching  out  their  bony  hands 
for  the  merest  morsel  to  eat;  to  hear  their  piteous  inquiries  'shall  we 
ever  go  home ; '  to  see  how  they  died,  poor  fellows,  wasting  away, 
little  by  little,  exposed  to  the  scorching  rays  of  a  Georgia  sun  ;  this 
was  enough  to  break  the  hardest  heart. 

'•  It  may  be  interesting  to  know  how  we  lived.  We  dug  holes  or 
burrows  in  the  ground,  thus  forming  a  little  shelter  for  us.  Once  a 
day  we  had  oar  rations  brought  in  to  us,  whicli  consisted  of  one-half 
pint  of  cob  corn  meal,  coarsely  ground,  or  its  equivalent  of  beans  or 
rice,"  or  sometimes  bacon,  and  all  of  these  of  the  poorest  quality. 
One  of  the  most  dreaded  things  in  this  dreadful  place  w^as  the  Mea-;1 
line.'  This  was  a  furrow  turned  up,  about  twenty  feet  from  the 
stockade  all  aroiind,  and  was  called  the  'dead  line'  and  if  a  man 
dared  to  step  over  this  line,  or  cross  it  by  mistake,  he  was  at  once 
shot  by  the  guard,  without  a  word  being  said.  It  was  sickening  to 
see  the  dead  as  they  lay  in  prison.  It  was  the  custom  to  carry  them 
out  every  morning,  the  prisoners  being  hired  to  do  this,  their  pay 
being  an  extra  jation  and  a  chance  to  bring  in  an  armful  of  wood 
v.'hen  they  returned ;  and  tJiese  inducements  were  so  great,  that 
sometimes  one  squad  would  steal  a  dead  body  from  another,  in  order 
to  get  a  chance  to  go  out  to  get  wood  and  more  to  eat.  Others  were 
detailed  for  that  purpose,  and  they  also  got  extra  rations,  and  vrhen 
the  guard  Cdmo  for  iv^\y  such  puj'pc.-e,  how  eager  tb.e  men  v>'ere  to  get 
a  chance  to  go,  and  how  sav:igely  they  -were  tren.ted  v,iien  refused. 
So  many  of  these  barbarities  crowd  upon  my  mind,  that  I  hardly 
know  where  to  stop. 

'•Some  of  the  prisoners  thought  tliey  might  escape  if  they  got  out, 
l)Ut  the  bloodhounds  were  too  much  for  them.  A  pack  was  kept  for 
the  purpose  of  hunting  all  such,  an<l  very  savage  they  were  too,  so 
that  few  escaped  them  who  ever  tried.  I  found  in  the  prison  several 
men  from  Fitehburg  and  its  vicinity.     *   * 

"Another  feature  of  this  place  was  the  damnable  'stocks.'  I  never 
suffered  in  them,  but  have  often  seen  my  fellows  tortured  by  tiiem. 
Tiie  paia  was  excruciating  in  the  extreme.  The  men  v/ere  put  into  a 
hellish  machine,  th;>t  would  stretch  them  all  their  muscles  and  cords 
would   bear,  and  with  their  hxi*:^  turned  up  io  the  scorcliing  sun,  they 
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were  left  from  twenty -four  to  forty-elglit  hours.  This  was  the  most 
barbarous  act  of  all,  and  this  to  men  ah-eady  completely  emaciated  by 
sickness.  I  have  seen  men  taken  from  the  stocks  only  to  expire  in  a 
few  minutes.  All  tliis  was  done  by  authority  of  the  otHcers  in  charge. 
All  1  have  to  say  is,  let  just  retribution  be  their  reward.'' 


PRISONERS      OF     THE     MASSACHUSETTS'     TWENTY-FIFTH. 

Until  the  aflair  at  Drewry's  bluff,  the  list  of  prisoners  from 
the  Massacliusetts  Twenty-fifth  was  small.  Surgeon  Eice  and 
liis  orderly,  Private  Joiin  B.  Savage  of  Company  A,  were 
captured  near  Deep  Gully,  N.  C,  as  before  stated.  The 
Surgeon  was  taken  to  Richmond  and  exchanged  after  a  short 
captivity.  Private  Savage  went  to  Belle  isle,  wliere  he  died, 
!N[arcli  1st,  1864.  Sergeant  Chanipney,  transferred  to  the 
Signal  Corps  from  Company  D,  was  captured  near  Bachellor's 
creek,  N.  C,  and  died  at  x\.ndersonviiie.  Private  John  W. 
I'ariridge,  of  Company  D,  was  captured  with  Champney,  and 
also  died  at  Andersonville.  Private  Chas.  F.  Wood,  of  Com- 
p,any  D  was  captured  during  the  Gum  swamp  march,  and 
released  in  about  ten  days.  Private  W.  C.  Wisweli,  of  Com- 
pany G  was  captured  at  Deep  Gully,  and  released  after  a 
captivity  of  some  months. 

Then  came  Drevrry's  blulY,  where  about  sixty  of  the  Twenty-, 
fifth  Massachusetts  yvere  surrounded  and  captured.  Among 
these  ^vas  Sergeant  Emerson  Stone,  of  Company  K,  who 
suffered  amputation  of  an  arm,  and  was  early  jjaroled.  At  the 
time  of  the  caj.ture  of  Sergeant  Stune,  he  liad  l>een  appointed 
and  commissioned  a  Captain  of  United  States  Volunteers. 
Although  he  was  on  the  sick  list  and  not  released  from  lios- 
])ital,  he  insisted  upon  joining  the  march  towards  Richmond, 
with  the  result  stated,  at  Drewry's  blutf.  After  his  release 
iV'jm  prison,  minus  an  arm,  the  government  repaid  his  bravery 
by  refusing  to  allow  him  to  muster  in  upon  his  commission 
as  caf.tain,  making  as  a  first  excuse  tiiat  he  hr.d  not  been 
exchanged,    and    upon    a[)})lying    for    muster    after    exchange. 
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clecliniDg  to  muster  him  because  there  were  no  yacancies. 
Comment  is  unnecessary. 

Fifty-one  of  those  captured  at  Drcwry's  bluff  were  taken 
to  Andersonyille.  Of  those  captured  at  Cold  Harbor,  twenty- 
one  went  to  Andersonyille,  all  being  sent  first  to  Richmond. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moulton  and  Lieutenant  Saul  were  taken  to 
Macon  and  after\vards  to  Charleston,  where  they  were  placed 
under  the  fire  of  our  batteries  bombarding  the  city.  They 
receiyed  no  injury  however,  and  yrere  after\yards  paroled  in 
1865.  The  number  of  men  of  the  Twenty-fii'th  Massachusetts 
in  Andersonyille  prison  on  July  1st,  1864,  was  seventy-four,  as 
stated  by  Corporal  Bugbee. 

Four  of  these  were  of  Company  A  ;  one  of  Company  C  ; 
eight  of  Company  E  ;  three  or  four  each  of  Companies  F  and 
G :  five  each  from  D  and  11,  and  the  balance,  about  fifty,  were 
nearly  equally  divided  between  companies  E,  I  and  K.* 

C>f  tills  number,  about  fifty  died  in  prison,  and  two  died  on 
their  way  home,  after  being  paroled.  Priyate  Bosworth,  of 
Company  B,  was  the  first  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  t<:) 
die  at  Andersonyille. 

Private  Otis  H.  Knight,  of  Company  D,  was  shot  and  killed  by 
a  sentinel  03i  the  stockade,  at  Andersonyille,  July  22nd,  1861. 

*The  following  tnble  g-ives  LuterestiDg  d.ita  in  regard  to  Andersonvillc  ini:>ou. 


Ko.  of     i     No.  in     i      Average 
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On  tilt-  23rd  of  August,  1*^'31,  the  deaths  uf  re  one  hundred  and  twenty-sevfn,  or  one  In  every 
r-h-ven  minurfs. 
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EXCHANGE    OF    PRISONEHS. 

It   has   been    said,  apparently   without    much   reflection    or  ; 

knowledge  of  facts,  that  our  government  did  not  make  proper  \- 

effort  to  secure  the  release  of  prisoners  of  "\v'ar  by  exchange.  j 

In    December,    1863,    a   proposition    was   made    to    the    Con-  j 

federate  government  to  exchange  prisoners,  officer  for  officer,  | 

man  for  man,  and  up  to  August  10th,  1864,  tlie  pro]>osition  \ 

was  not  acce])ted.  There  was  trouble  because  the  Eiciiiiiond 
government  determined  not  to  include  colored  troops  in  an 
exchange,  decreeing  that  the  colored  soldiers  should  still  1)0 
deemed  slaves,  and  returned  to  their  masters  if  captured,  and 
that  oflicers  of  colored  troops  should  not  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war,  but  turned  over  for  punishment  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  where  captured,  August  10th,  1864,  the  proposition 
made  by  our  government  in  December,  1863,  as  above  stated, 
was  officially  accepted,  and  the  long  delay  in  exchanges  caused 
by  the  diiVerences'in  regard  to  the  status  of  colored  troops,  was 
over.  ■     '     V  ;■.■  ^     -  ■  .      ■  ■  ■• 

:'-"y    \,:.'         CONFEDERATE    POLICY.        :^  ,"    '  .\-/]  . 

I  The  Confederates  seemed    to  have  a  well-defined  policy  in 

,"■  the  treatment  of  Federal  prisoners.     Tliey  sent  to  the  United      ' 

I  States  ].)y  tlie  flag  of  truce  boats,  surviving  "  skeletons  "  ir^m 

I  the   prisons   uf    Andersonvillc,   Florence   and   other   places,   in 

I  such   phvsical   condition  as  to  unfit   many  of  them  for  a  lojig 

time,  and  otliers  for  all  the  future,  from  doing  the  duty  (^f  a 
soldier.  In.  return  tliey  received  the  well-fed  and  splendidly 
conditioned  soldiers  captured  by  the  United  States  armies, 
ready  for  active  service  against  our  flag.  This  was  the  con- 
trast—  the  Ihig  of  truce  boat  on  its  way  from  rebeldom,  was 
loaded  witli  feeble,  attenuated,  ragged,  fd.thy,  and  dying  men, 
illustrating  the  immanity  of  the  treatment  received  by  them  at 
the  hands  of  the  rebel  government.  That  same  boat  on  its 
return,  was  loaded  with  men  made  strong  and  hearty  l^y  the 
generous  treatment  received  from  our  government,  they  having 
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actually  received  in  kind  and  quantity,  letter  rations  hi  ever// 
respecf.  than  they  ever  received  in  their  ouni  service. 

That  it  may  be  seen  that  our  statement  is  not  chimcrico.l.  Ave 
sive  the  followinir  table  :  — 


KATIONS    rOR    PRISONERS    OF    WAK. 

"Ev  order  of  the  War  Departmeiit  of  the  United  States,  tlirongli.  the  oixiee 
of  Cominissary-Geaeral  of  Prisoners,  of  date  April  iOtli,  1SG4,  tlie  ratioij-  for  all 
prisoners  of  war  captured  by  the  array  or  navy  of  the  United  iStates  is  eoia- 
posed  as  follows :  — 

Hard  Bread —  14  ounces  per  one  ration,  or  18  ounces  soft  hread  one  ration. 

Corn  Meal — IS  ounces  per  on-.-;  ration. 

Beef — 14  ounces  per  one  ration.  . 

Bacon  or  Pork  — 10  ounces  per  one  ration.  ^    '       ;_ 

Beans  —  6  quart?  per  one  hundred  ineu. 

Hominy  or  Eice  —  S  pounds  per  one  hundred  men. 

Sugar— 14  pjounds  per  one  hundred  men. 

Bio  Coffee  —  b  pounds-ground  or  7  pounds  raw  per  one  hundred  men. 

Tea —  L'^  ounces  per  one  liundred  men,  ^ 

Soap  —  4  ounces  per  one  hundred  men. 

Adamantine  CandJes  —  .t  candles  per  one  hundred  men. 

Tallow  Cau'lles  —  G  candles  per  one  liundred  men.  .■■       ■■  •,     :  , 

Salt  —  3  quiuts  per  oue  hundred  men. 

Molas.ses  —  1  quart  per  oiie  huiulred  men. 

Potatoes  —  30  ponnds  per  one  hundred  men. 

When  beans  are  issued,  hominv  or  rice  will  not  be."  •  ..: 


RESFONSIBTLITIES    FOR    CRUELTIES    COMMITTED. 

In  writing  of  Auderson\  illc,  v-e  migiit  give  page  upon  ]>age 
of  sickening  detail^,  instances  of  heartless  cruelty  wliich  v.oid'.l 
curdle  the  blood  ;  vre  might  picture  tlie  etTects  of  tlie  starvation 
system  tliore  inaugurated  by  hideous  agents  of  the  Riclnrioud 
government,  leaving  thousands  of*- breathing,  animated  skeletons 
within  tliose  stockades.  But  we  liave  no  desire  to  excite  un- 
necessary liorror,  and,  wliile  giving  so  much  of  fact  as  is 
necessary  to  show  that  our  descriptions,  in  some  instances 
furnished  l)y  members  of  the  Tweuty-ilfth  ^Massachusetts  IvCgi- 
ment,  are  not  ovei'drawn  or  exaggerated,  ^\e  have  chosen  lo 
deal  with  the  o|i[)ressious  of  tlie  Andersonville  stockade  in  the 
abstract  rather  than  enter  lanrelv  into  details,- 
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III  depicting  the  cruelties  our  soldiers  underwent  during  their 
captivity  in  Andersonville  and  other  places  of  confmement,  we 
do  not  charge  the  responsibility  of  such  treaiinent  upon  Rol»ert 
E.  Lee,  or  any  considerable  number  of  the  armed  men  against 
whom  we  were  contending.  That  it  was  ap})roved  by  the 
aatJioritf'es  at  Illchmond,  and  incited  by  tb.e  demands  of  the 
masses  of  the  unarmed  populace,  cannot  be  doubted.  We 
cite  some  fVicts  to  sustain  tliis  assertion.  Dr.  Hamliu  in  his 
work  ^^  Blartyria^  or  Andersonville  PrUon^^'  already  noticed, 
says : — 

'"■  Even  v/omen  and  young  girls  can»e  from  a  distance  to  view  our 
soldiers  in  the  AndersonviUe  stockade.  The}''  climbed  the  parapets 
and  gloated  and  made  merry  over  the  scene  of  suffering.  They 
threw  crusts  of  bread  over  the  palisades,  to  see  tjie  starving  wretches 
strug!::le  for  the  rnorsel  of  life- 

'•They  even  reviled  tlie  condition  of  the  dying.  This  surpasses 
the  ferocity,  the  depravity,  the  wickedness  of  gladiatorial  times. 
'The  fury  of  women  -wheu  once  excited?'  siiys  the  French  his- 
torian, 'soon  ri^es  to  profanation  and  excess.'  Tvdieu  the  love  of 
humauity  vanislir^s  fron:-  our  breasts,  it  is  the  death  of  nature. 
There  were,  Isowever,  a  few  noble  exceptions  to  those  strange  acts 
of  delight  in  cruelty  :  and  the  deeds  of  kindness  of  a  few  woineri  in 
other  parts  of  the  South.,  shine  v/iih  increased  bjilliancy  from  the 
terrible  contrast." 

Tlie  Commitiee  on  the  Oonduci  of  tlic  Vvhtr,  after  an  ex- 
haustive investigation,  concbade  their  rcjoort  as  follows:  — 

''Your  committee,  therefore,  are  constrained  to  say  that  they  can 
hardly  avoid  the  conclusion,  expressed  by  so  many  of  our  released 
soldiers,  that  the  inliumaij  {.ra.r-tices  herein  referred  to  are  ihr.  recall 
of  a  defcnniudtLOii  on  ih.c  part  of  tJ'^  r^hcl  attflturitirs  to  reduce  our 
soldiers  in  their  power,  l»y  privation  of  tbod  and  clothing,  and  by 
exposure,  to  such  a  condition  tliat  those  who  may  survive  studi  never 
n;cover    so   as    to    be    abh^    to    render    anv    eitcciive    service    in    the 
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field.  *  *  In  respect  to  the  food  furnished  to  our  men  by  the 
rebel  authorities,  the  testiinoiiy  proves  that  the  ration  of  each' man 
was  totally  insufficient  in  (juantity  to  preserve  the  liealtli  of  a  cliild^ 
even  had  it  been  of  proper  quality,  which  it  was  not.  It  consisted 
usually,  at  the  most,  of  two  small  pieces  of  corn  bread,  made  in  many 
instances,  as  the  witnesses  state,  of  corn  and  cobs  ground  together, 
and  badly  prepared  and  cooked ;  of,  at  times,  about  two  ounces  of 
meat,  usually  of  poor  quality  and  unfit  to  be  eaten,  and  occasionally 
a  few  black,  worm-eaten  beans,  or  something  of  that  kind.  Many  of 
our  men  were  compelled  to  sell  to  their  guards  and  others,  for  what 
price  they  could  get,  such  clotiiing  and  blankefs  as  they  were  per- 
mitted to  receive  of  that  forwarded  for  their  use  by  our  government, 
in  order  tO' obtain  additional  food  sufficient  to  sustain  life;  thus,  by 
.endeavoring  to  avoid  one  privation,  reducing  themselves  to  the  same 
destitute  condition  in  respect  to  clothing  and  covering  that  tliey  were 
in  bef  ire  the}'  received  any  from  our  government.  'When  they  be- 
came sick  and  diseased  in  consequence  of  this  exposure  and  privation, 
and   were  admitted   into  the   hospitals,  their   treatment  v\'as  little,  if  i 

any,  improved  as  to  food,  though  they  doubtless  suffered  less  from 
exposure  to  cold  than  before.  Their  food  still  remained  insufficient 
in  quantity  and  altogether  unfit  in  quality." 

As  presenting  odditioiinl  evideiicc  of  the  fact  thut  the  treat- 
ment our  prisoners  received  was  for  a  purpose,  studied,  and  not 
concealed,  we  re[)ort  an  incident  recorded  by  General  Wm.  S. 
Lincoln  of  Worcester,  in  his  interestiii!;'  work  —  ^^  Life  un'th  the 
Tin rtil-fourtlr Massachiiutts  Infantn/,''  and  in  giving  the  quota- 
tion, we  premise  by  saying  that  ilie  incident  occurred  when 
General  Ijincoln  was  a  prisoner  of  vrar  Avith  otiiers,  in  the 
Yirginia  Valley,  and  that  tlie  conversation  given  was  between 
Major  Meem,  tlie  Confederate  Medical  Director,  and  the 
General:  — 

*'  Once,  before  our  Surgeon  (Dr.  Allen)  came  up,  as  he  (Meem) 
entered  the  room,  I  asked  him  if  he  w<.)uld  not  look  at  a  little  fellow 
of  ours,  whose  wrist  Wiis  terribly  shattered  by  a  minic  boll.     'I  sup- 
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pose  you  want  I  slioiild  look  at  you,  too?  Why  didn't  you  leave  one 
of  your  own  surgeons  to  take  care  of  you?'  sakl  lie:  but  the  little 
fellow  had  already  taken  off  his  handkerchief,  and  held  out  his  wrist^ 
swollen,  mangled,  and  of  a  dark,  drep  red  color.  '  Erysipelas  there, 
I  Major,  ij^n't  there?'     'Yes.'     '  Ilis  arm  will  have  to  be  amputated, 

7  won't  it?'     'Yes.'     'Won't   you  operate?'     '  We  can't  be  troubled 

I  with   your  men,  Colonel  I     We've  got  our  hands  full  with  our  own,' 

\  said  the  Major,  as  lie  turned  ofi'  and  walked  away.     So  life  went  on 

{i  with  us;  till,  on  the  afternoon  of  tlie  25th,  ten  days  after  the  battle. 

|;  we  were  gladdened  by  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Allen,  one  of  our  own  sur- 

?«  geons,  who  had  come  up  to  take  care  of  our  wounds.      Finding  that.  ■- 

1^  we  were  packed  too  closely,  he  at  once  applied  himself  to  procuring  j 

other  and  more  airy,  and  comfortable  quarters ;  and  having  effected  \ 

our  removal,  set   about  examining   our  v/ounds.      j'he  little  fellow,  ! 

whose  wrist  was  so  badly  shattered,  and  whose  arm  Major  Meem  had  ;. 

at  a  later  day  amputated,  was   among  the  first  to  receive  attention.  . ; 

Upon   removing  the  bandage  from  tlie  stump,  the  hoiie  iras  found  to  \ 

project  tJiree  and  one-half  inches  beyond  the  'flap':  this,  by  actual  ! 

measurem.ent.  WVis  this  accidejital?  or  was  it  in  furtherance  of  the 
interest,  as   explained   below,  in   the  case  of  Kyan,  wh.ose  left  knee-  i 

joint  was  shattered  badly,  and  who  now^  w^as  low  and  sinking.     '  This  i 

man,'   said   Dr.  Allen  to  Major  Meem,  'ought  to  have  had  his  leg  j 

amputated    immediately    after    being    wounded.'       'Yes!'    said    the  I 

!  Major,   'I  thougiit  eo.'     'You  saw  him,  then  ?'     '  Oh  yes ! '     'Well.  { 

I  whv  didn't  ^ou  operate?'     '  0:i,  Doct-^!-.'  was  the  3e}>ly,  'yoiilnoir  \ 

P  it's   for    our    interest    to    kill    cdl    your    raen    v:e   can'  —  and    the  ! 

E  conversation    er.oed.' 

\ 

MISS    CLAEA    BARTON.  f 

.  ! 

We  cannot  write  of  xVndersonville,  without  reference  to  Miss  | 

Clara  Darton,  a  native  of  Worcester  County,  wdiose  philanthro-^  j  . 

pic   efforts  during  all   the  war  in  behalf  of  our  soldiers,  called  ! 

forth  the  warm  acclamations  of  a  loyal  country.  When  the 
Sixth  Massachusetts  were  quartered  in  the  Natiorial  Capitol, 
she  was  the  iirst  lady  to  call,  bringing  o  basket  loaded  v>-ith 
delicacies  for  tlie  sick.  That  was  lier  pioneer  effort  for  the 
patriot    soldiers.      She  called    daily  at  the    Ca^'ltol  while  we 
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Vv'ere  tliere,  in  pursuit  of  her  noble  work,  which  from  that 
time  to  the  close  of  tlie  war,  distinguished  her  as  the  "  angel 
of  the  battle-field."  She  visited  Camp  Lincoln  at  Worcester 
before  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  left  for  Maryland,  and 
it  was  the  writer's  privilege  to  present  lier  to  the  members  of 
his  company,  and  their  privilege  to  give  her  hearty  cheers  in 
recognition  of  her  noble  services.  We  saw  her  many  times 
during  the  following  years  of  suffering,  always  about  her  noble 
work.  After  the  war,  she  hastened  to  Andersonville  to  honor 
the  graves  of  those  sh.e  could  not  succor  v/hile  in  prison. 
There  she  caused  the  graves  to  be  identified  and  properly 
marked,  causing  a  list  of  the  deod  to  be  made,  which  has 
]>een  of  incalculable  value  to  the  countrv  and  to  the  friends 
of  the  deceased.     In  her  report  of  that  v>-ork,  she  says  :  — 


''  But  after  this,  whenever  any  man  v/ho  has  lain  a  prisoner  v/itliin 
ihe  stockade  vi  Andersonville,  would  tell  you  of  his  sutferirigs.  liow 
he  fainted,  scorched,  dreuclied,  hungered,  sickened;  was  scoffed, 
scour^'ed,  hunted  and  persecuted,  thoudi  the  tale  be  loni;-,  and  twice- 
told,  as  }'oa  Vv-ould  luive  your  own  wrongs  appreciated,  your  own 
woes  pitied,  your  own  cries  for  mercy  heard,  I  charge  you,  Usf.cn  and 
helievc  lain.  However  definitely  he  niay  have  s})oken,  know  tliat  he 
lias  not  told  you  all.  '  However  strorsgly  lie  may  have  ontlineil,  or 
dee^ily  he  in.-i}'  have  colored  his  picture, 'know  that  tlie  reality  calls 
for  a.  better  light,  and  a  uearer  view  than  yonr  cloudeil,  distant  gaze 
will  ever  get.  Aiid  your  sympathies  need  not  be  confined  to  Anuer- 
sonvillc  v/hile  similar  horrors  glared  in  the  suimy  light,  and  spotted 
the  flower-girt  gar<len  fields  of  that  whole  desperate,  misguided, 
and  bewildered  people.  Wherever  stretched  tlie  fonu  of  a  Uru'on 
prisoner,  there  rose  the  signal  for  cruelty  and  the  cry  of  agony, 
and  there,  day  by  day,  gre^v  the  skeleton  graves  of  the  'nameless 
dead.'" 


Many  of  the  Southern   newspapers,  representing  the  senti- 
ment of   tlie   masses   in   their  loeaiitv,   just  died    the   atrocities 
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committed    iu    tlie    prison-pens.       The    Riclimond    Exarnlner 
exclaimed  :  — 

"  Let  the  Yankee  prisoners  be  put  where  the  cold  weather  and 
scant  fare  ivill  thin  them  out  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  nature/' 


Northrop,  rebel  Commissary-General,  urged  the  Confederate 
Secretary  of  War,  to  reduce  the  rations  to  gruel  and  bread, 
I       I  but  Seddon  refused  to  comply.     Northrop,  talcing  the  niatt^-^r 

I       I  into  his  own  hands,  wdthdrcw  the  meat  ration 'in  the  prisons 

about  I^ichmond,  and    the   Davis   government   sustained    him,         ; 
refusing  to  allow  supplies  to  be  sent  prisoners  by  the  United 
States  authorities. 

Northrop  and  Winder  were  both  denounced  iu  the  Confed-  \ 
crate  Congress,  and  Mr.  Foote  proclaimed  the  former  to  be  a  f 
Monster^  but  Davis  and  his.  coterie  took  no  notice  of  the  | 
deniinciaLion  and  continued  the  twain  in  their  positions.  \ 

'  The  fiendish  Winder  asserted  that  he  ^^as  "doing  more  for        \ 
I        ■  the   Confederacy  tiian  a  dozen  regiments   at   the   front,''   ami 

Howell  Co'ob,  pointing  to  the  graves  of  our  dead,  exclaimed  — 
'-'  Lhai  is  the  way  I  would  do  for  tliem.'" 

In   this  connection,  we   cite    Confederate.   autJiorit//  to  shovv'        j 

that  our  picture   of  cruelty  is    not  overdravv'u.     We    present        j 

•;.■■        the    inspection    repoj't    of    Colonel    Cliandloi-,    a    Conrcderaie        j 

ofiiccr,  of  date,  July  5th,  18G4,  which  was  forwarded  to  the        1 

■■'■\        Conicderate  government  at  Richmond: —  [ 

*•' No  fheker  whatever,  nor  materials  for  constructing  any,  has  been 
})i-o\-ide(]  by  the  \n-i=^on  authoriries.  and  the  grouisd  being  eutircly  bare 
of  trees,  none  is  within  reach  of  the  prisoners;   nor  has  it  been  pos- 
I  sible,  from  the  overcrowded  state  of  tlie  enclosure,   [Andersonvilie]         j 

f  ■'  ■  to  arran<Te  the  camp  with  nnv  svstem.     Kacli  man  has  lieen  permitted 

I  to  protect  liiii.-cLf  as  l>est  he  can,  by  stretching  liis  bhiukct,  or  wluit-        j 

I  ever  he  niav  have  about  him,  on  such  sticks  as  he  can   procure.     Of        f 

}  other  sheUer  iliere  h.as  been  none.     There  is  uo  medical  atternlance 

■!  wiTaiii  the  stockade,     ^banv,  [tweutv  vcsterdav]  are  carted  out  .laiiv, 

I  .  -    >  .  ^ 
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j  who  have  died  from  unhiown  causes,  and  whom  the  medical  officers 

1 .  have  never  seen.     The  dead  are  hauled  out  by  the  wagon-load,  and 

'  buried    witliout   cothni,    tlieir    hands    in    many    instanr:es,    being  first 

mutilated  icith  an  axe  m  the  removal  of  any  finger-rings  they  may 

:  have.     Raw  rations  have  to  be  issued  to  a  very  large  portion,  who 

(.  are  entirely  unprovided  with  proper  utensils,  and  furnished  so  limited 

I  a  supply  of  fuel   they  are  compelled  to  dig  v/ith  their  hands  in  the 

1  fdthy  marsh  before  meutioned  for  roots,  etc.     Xo  soap  or  clothing 

\  have  ever  been  issued.     After  inquiry,  the  w^'iter  is  conildent  that, 

I  with   slight  exertions,  green   corn    and    other    anti-scorbutics    could 

\  readihj  he  obtained.     The  present  hos['ital  arrangements  were  only 

!  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  are  totally 

i  iiisui>lcient,  both  in  character  and  extent,  for  the  present  need  —  the, 

i  number  of  prisoners  being  nou'  more  titan  three  times  as  great.     The 

I  number  of  cases  requiring  medical  treatment  is  in  an  increased  ratio. 

■  '  It  is  impossible  to  state  the  number  of  sick,  many  dying  v/ithin   the 

;  stockade   whom  the  medical  otiicers  have  never  seen  or  heard  of,  till 

their  remains  are  brouirlit  out  for  intern.ent." 


THE   GUILTY    KNOWLEDGE    OF   JEFFERSON    DAVIS. 

Tliat  oflicial  report  of  Coloiicl  Chandler  and  others  of  tlie 
like  general  tenor,  made  by  the  same  Confederate  officer,  were, 
with  tlie  endorsement  of  the  Confederate  war  olFicc,  foricarded 
to  Jefferson  Davis  at  tlie  executive  chamber  of  the  Confederate 
gOYeriiiLieni,  That  govcriunent  never  iiderfored  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  Federal  prisoners  of  war  and  Jefferson  Davis 
never  exercised  his  aiuhority  to  cause  a  change  in  the  treat- 
ment ol"  Unnjn  prisoners.  The  inhuman  tools  of  the  Eiclimond 
dyimsty  —  Winder  and  Wirtz,  were  allowed  to  go  on  in  their 
fiendish  work.  Thus,  by  tlie  evidence  of  their  own  witnesses. 
the  crime  of  inhumanity,  equalling  anything  ever  known  amoiig 
the  Algerinc  pirates  nnd  in  excess  of  llie  barbarism  of  slaver}' 
itself,  is  brouglit  home  to  the  Executive  chamber  at  Tvichmoad, 
where  let  it  rest,  until  God  shall  pardon  or  decree  the  punish- 
ment a  too  generous  nation  did  not  imp»ose. 
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DFLITHS    OF   TWENTY-FIFTH    MASSACHUSETTS   IX   REBEL   PRISONS. 

The  following  named  soldiers  of  the  'T^^entJ-flft]l  Massachu- 
setts Yolunteers  died  in  the  prisons  and  at  the  dates  designated. 
The  table  is  mostly  prepared  from  data  fnrnislied  hy  John  B. 
Moulton,  of  Company  K,  obtained  while  in  Anderson viile  and 
other  prisons,  and  brought  home  with  him,  and  also  from  data 
furnished  by  Corporal  Bugbee,  of  Company  A.  We  confess 
that  the  table  is  not  perfect  — we  only  claim  that  it  is  as  mucli 
so  as  one  can  be  made. 


Total  deaths  in  rebel  prisons  < 


..61. 


Kank. 

Co. 

i    Date 

of   De.itb. 

Place  of  Deatli. 

Jerome  H.  Fuller 

Corporal. 

A. 

1 

Oct. 

25 

18f:4. 

Florence,  S.  C. 

John  B.   Sava^-e . 

Private. 

" 

I.Mare 

ri! 

a 

Ricuniond,   Ta. 

r>enj.  C.  Greeut 

(C 

,Sept. 

n, 

" 

J. 

Charles  O'Xeill 

" 

'AUQ-. 

20, 

<' 

L'li  known. 

HeTirv  C  Diinton .... 

Corporal. 

B. 

Julv 

3l' 

" 

RichTnoiid,   Ya. 

Ko'.icrt  Cottreli 

Private. 

" 

iAnir. 

«' 

Auder.sor.vlile,  Ga. 

IFarri.^ou  T.  Bo.swortli 

a 

;July 

S; 

" 

Heuvy  H.  Gil>son 

" 

" 

;Sept. 

9, 

" 

" 

Pre--ron  A.Chiunpnev*' 

Ser2-eant. 

D. 

.... 

(I 

Ji>i::i   \\'.  l'arrri.i-e<  . 

Private. 

'•■ 

" 

(*tls   n.  Ivni-hti 

'• 

" 

J^;lv 

22, 

1SG4. 

..- 

Patri-k  M.-I)onu..i-]i.. 

C.vj.ornl. 

E. 

'Sfi'ir, 

18, 

••' 

" 

Alfred  riper.....:... 

" 

,A\l^. 

2G, 

" 

" 

Aii'lreNV  .[.   Gcio'hiow. 

" 

a 

Ocf. 

2^ 

<i 

Charlestou,   S.  C. 

IVtrr  j^rady 

ll-iv;'.te. 

" 

(Jrt. 

o 

'• 

"■ 

l.'iiiicrt  Gai-soii 

" 

Nov. 

2+, 

" 

.Floreiiro,  S.  C. 

AVilliiun  Fernlev 

'' 

Aiu-. 

7 

" 

ADderr-onville,  Ga. 

Williaju  Mei).virt.... 

i< 

" 

Jnlv 

31,' 

<< 

" 

Dcimi.^  O'Xeiil 

li 

<i- 

AuL--. 

G, 

" 

Unknown. 

Timothv  MeCart.liv..  . 

u 

" 

S,^pt. 

2, 

" 

Ander,-.<>nville.  Ga. 

l';.-tri.-k'Lanih....;... 

'•' 

is 

'X^r,-. 

2:.! 

«' 

iFlo!-t.'iice,  S.  C 

liohert  Knipoy 

" 

" 

Ju!v 

16, 

" 

:AiuI(-rs:.uville,  Ga. 

C(H*ueHu.-j  Farrel 

'■' 

«< 

Ftb. 

23, 

ISGj. 

Clinvlesron.  S.  C. 

]>avid  Gardner 

(C 

" 

:Sept. 

1, 

1SG4. 

Ander.'^onvillo,  Ga. 

Gvrus  Tut  nam   ...... 

ii 

F. 

(Jet. 

18, 

" 

Florence,  S.  C 

(iius.  n,  NVal 

" 

'• 

NVri).  F.  .\d.vnis . . 

'•' 

<i 

Jnlv 

23, 

*■' 

iJicliHioud,    A'a. 

GeorL^e  V.  Cottiiiir-.    . 

" 

iDec. 

29, 

tc 

Anuapob\s,  after  exch'ge. 

i 

nVarisiVirc-l  t 

0   Si-I.ul    Cm 

n>'. 

tKilh 

'([  by  a  seutiTu^l. 

4 

) 
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i^ames. 

1 

i      Rank. 

i 

1  Private. 

T 

Date  of  Death. 

Place  of  Dealh. 

WiJliam  ^fcTntire 

Aug.    26, 

1S64. 

Andersonviile,  Ga. 

Luke-  ]^)Cr2on 

I 

a 

Aug.   28, 
Awj:.   16, 

" 

'< 

Joseph  ScluTsser 

<( 

Patrick  Ho^-an 

" 

July    20, 

ii 

(( 

Geo.  A.  Bixbv 

1  Corporal. 

H. 

' 

Richmond,  Ya. 

David  0.  LoVell 

\  Private. 

" 

June    17, 

1864. 

" 

Ilenrv  H.  ^\'al■c■ 

i         a 

<«  ' 

Xot  known. 

" 

Cha.s.'L.  Eice 

" 

C( 

Aug.   29, 

1864. 

Andersonviile,  Ga. 

Aarou  B.  MeCealf 

'' 

it 

Mav    18. 

" 

Bichmondj   Va. 

Amasa  S.  Hyde 

" 

li 

Not  kn 

"iwn. 

"  - 

Joseph  F.  Moiilton. . . 

Sergeant. 

1. 

Ot:t.         6, 

1864. 

Charleston,  S.  C 

George  Trask 

" 

" 

March., 

1S65. 

After  parole,ou  wayhome. 

Clarence  W.  Jeimison 

Private. 

" 

Feb.    26, 

<• 

Florence,  S.  C. 

Saml  A.  SufAr 

" 

Oct      30, 

1S64 

" 

Geo.  D.  lJro^rnin2■.  . . 

a 

" 

link  no 

',vn . 

A ndersotivillc,  G a. 

Geo.  W.  Blood../:... 

« 

" 

An,^.  29, 

1 864. 

<•- 

Silas  Flag-g 

•  a 

" 

June    15, 

'• 

Bichrnond,   Va. 

Frank  Loverly 

<' 

it 

Sept.  11, 

•' 

Andersonviile,  Ga. 

John  W.  Hnntin-.]-.  .  . . 

c. 

"' 

Juiv    SO, 

" 

" 

Geo.  11.  Barrett.' 

" 

li 

Aug.  29, 

"' 

" 

David  B.  Day 

" 

Au^.   30, 

<c 

"  ^ 

Sumuer  Frost 

: 

^, 

Dec.    28, 

" 

Annapolis,  on  way  home. 

Bobert  T.  Chapman.  . 

:  Sergeaut. 

K. 

Nov.      1, 

'• 

Florence,  S.  C.    ' 

Angustus  Adams 

'■  Corporal. 

'•' 

Fei).    10, 

1865. 

" 

James  Vv'.  Goodnow.. 

1  Privatt-. 

June, 

1864. 

Riclinioud,   \ii. 

Gardner  F.  Barnes.  . . 

!            11 

] 

May    26, 

" 

'> 

Andrew  Shaw 

" 

Aug.   24, 

<£ 

Andcrbonville,  Ga. 

Lli  E.  Clark 

!            '' 

<•' 

Sr.pt.   12, 

" 

" 

AVilliara  Latiiam.  . . . . 

1            " 

" 

Sept.  24, 

" 

Jeim  Perrv 

1            (( 

:; 

Oct.       7, 
Nov.    26, 

K 

Charlo.^ton,   S.  C. 

Clayton  Witt 

Florcjice,  S.  C 

vStunley  \\  .  Edwards. 

"  " 

" 

Fe]>.       9, 

1865. 

i< 

Jerome  Joltnson 

i 

Feb.    26, 

*' 

'. 

"^ 

-^ 

""            /    .f       ->    A..,     -V..^... 

;^;># 
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CHAPTER     XIX.  -    . 

MEDICAL    DErART.^IENT   OF   THE   REGIMENT — OUR   HOSPITAL   JsURSB 
—  EOSTER   OF   MEDICAL   OFFICERS. 


.(%:  T  tin's  time  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  briefly  the  medical 
^•4  department  of  the  Twenty-fiftii  Massacliusctt-,  a  branch 
'(&i"^  of  the  service  more  important  than  any  oiher,  l^ecause 
to  it  is  committed  tlie  lives  of  every  member  of  the  battalion. 
Indeed,  the  commissariat  may  farnisli  something  more  palatable 
than  qnioine  or  ipills,  but  without  liealth,  the  supplies  of  the 
commissary  would  be  vain  oilerings  to  the  soldiers.  Upon  the 
watcliful  care  of  tlie  surgeon,  de|)ends  very  much,  tlie  number 
of  duty-men,  and  ai'ter  a  battle,  many  oOicers  and  sohliers  v/ere 
grateful  that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  conscientious  medical 
men,  skilled  in  their  profession,  and  tenderly  careful  to  save 
life  and  liml>.  In  having  experienced  surgeons,  the  Twenty- 
fdlh  Massachusetts  was  peculiarly  fortunate  during  its  term 
of  service,  and  this  remark  may  be  extended  to  the  surgeons  of 
the  Eiglueenih  Corps.  A  more  devoted,  conscientious  body  of 
men,  than  the  medical  officers  who  had  charge  of  the  field  and 
corps  hospitals  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
produce. 

The  medical   ollicers  of  tlic  Twenty-fifth   ]\[assachusetts,  at 
the  cummencement  of  tiie  service,  were,  Surgeon,  J.  Marcus 
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Itiee,  M.  D.,  of  Worcester,  and  ilssistant  Sarj.rGoii  Theron 
Temple,  M.  D.,  of  Belcliertown,  both  of  ^vl]om  joined  at 
Worcester,  and  proceeded  with  the  regiment  to  Annapolis. 
While  in  Camp  '•  llicks,"  at  Annapolis,  the  battalion  snfi'ered 
from  the  ordinai'v  diseases  incident  to  camp  life  among  newly 
eniisted  troops.  As  cold  weather  came  on,  ^- camp  measles  " 
were  prevalent  and  quite  severe,  and  a  few  cases  of  diphtheria 
also  occnrred.  An  ambulance  organization  was  completed, 
and  the  men  detailed  for  this  service  were  trained  in  the 
removal  of  tlie  wounded  from  the  field.  A  detail  of  men  from 
the  regiment  was  also  made,  to  act  as  hospital  attendants. 
AVhen  the  battalion  embarked  at  Annapolis,  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  tiie  men  was  good,  and  all  endured  the  privations 
and  exposures  on  transports  with  cheerfulness.  The  niglit 
of  February  7th,  after  the  regiment  landed  at  Roanoke,  was 
cold  and  rainy,  and  all  were  exposed  without  siiclter  to  the 
pitiless  storm,  yet,  wlien  the  morning  of  the  Sth  broke,  with  the 
storm  unabated,  the  morale  of  the  battalion  was  good,  and  not 
a  man  was  reported  as  unfit  for  duty  when  tlie  line  of  march 
was  Ibrmed. 

As  no  horses  had  been  landed,  ,the  medical  officers  and 
attendants,  carrying  the  most  necessary  articles  with  them, 
marchc-d  on  foot  with  the  regiment,  and,  after  th.e  engagement  \ 

coniinenced,  selected  a  place  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle,  and  f 

becan  to  care  for  tliC  wounded  as  they  were  bi'ouc-ht  in.     ^Vhilc  '^ 

thus  enirai!-ed.  ^^unreon  Rice  was  struck  in   the  chest  wiih  a  ^ 

piece  of  shell,  which  produced  a  fractured  rib,  and  disabled  him  | 

from  further  service  in  the  field  daring  the  dav,  although  he  I 

was  able  to  assist  in  the  care  of  the  wounded  Avho  were  sent  on  | 

board  the  transports.     The  further  [nofcssional  treatment  of  the  | 

wounded   during   the   day,   devolved    upon  Assistant    Suigcon  | 

Temple,  and  tlie  medical  officers  of  other  regiments  -ju-esent.  | 

Soon  after  tliis  engagement.  Assistant  Surgeon  Temple  ob-  I 

tained  leave  of  aljsen.ce,  and  not  being  able  to  return  at  its  I 

expiration,  resigned  his  commission.  | 
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J.  Makcus  Rke,  U.  D. 
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i  The  regiaient  remained  ^vithout  an  Assistant  Surgeon  until 

]\[arcli  81st,  18G2,  Tvhen   Dr.  J.  C.  Batchelder  was  appointed, 
r  He  was  compelled  to  leave  tlie  service  by  reason  of  disability, 

resigning    his    commission    August   19th,   18G2.     Dr.    Samuel 
^l  '^'\^gg^,  ^vho  went  out  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  as 

Vz  Hospital  Steward,  was   appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.     ^Vfter 

N  more  than  a  year's  service  in  that  capacity,  Dr.  Flagg  resigned 

August  9ih,  IbGo  ;    Dr.  Horace  Mecorney,  who  was  appointed 

^f                 Assistant   Surgeon  in  September,  1862,  resigned  his  position  | 

I                 July  loth,  lSi53.     The  next  Assistant  Surgeon  was  Dr.  Samuel  \ 

i                 E.  Shantz,  of  Boston,  who  was  appointed  July  16th,  1863,  and  \ 

f                 resigiiod  in  December  of  the  same  year.     Dr.  Alpheos  E.  Hoyt  1 

I                 was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  in  1863,  and  upon  the  expira-  j 

t                 tion  of  the  commission  of  Surgeon  Rice,  was  appointed  Surgeon,  .  '■  = 

I                  in  ^rhich  cav-acity  he  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  j 

Surgeon  Rice,  upon  expiration  of  the  terra  of  his  service   .  1 

v>dth   tne   Twenty-lifth    Massachusetts   in    October,   1861,  was  | 

apppointed   to  the  corps  of  staff   surgeons,  and  remained  on  | 

duty  to  the  close  of  the  war.     During  the  campaign  of  1864,  j 

Dr.  Rice  was  stationed  at  tlie  ]']ighteenth  Corps  held  hospital,  | 

and    was    one    of    the    consulting    surgeons.     For    some    time  j 
lio  served  as  ^Medical  Director  of  the  corps. 

I                      TJit;  liisiorv  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Twcntv-lifth  i 

I                  MassachusetLs  VtOuld  not  be  complete,  without  reference  to  the  ■ 

{:                 service  rendered  tlie  sick  and  Avounded  soldiers  by  Ivliss  Ellen  l' 

I'                  E.  Whelan,  a  native  of  Boston,  devoted  to  the  loyal  cause,  and  i 

I                 who  felt  it  her  duty  to  conlril>ute  her  service  to  the  country.  j 

I                  Under  the  aasfvices  of  Chaplain  James,  she  volunteered  as  a  | 

I.                 hospiial  nur^o,  and  moved  with  the  regiment  from  Worcester,  j 

^                 and  from  thnt  time,  wdule  remaining  at  her  post  of  dutv,  reii-  1 

I                 dered  most  efiicient  service,  caring  tenderly,  and  only  as  woman  ; 
I                 can,  for  those  who,  sick  aud  wounded,  knew  liow  to  appreciate 

I                her  delicate   administrations.     Unfortunately  for  our  hospital  ; 
I                 service,  an  attacliment  o-rew  up  between  Miss  AS'helan  and  orie 

^                 of  tliC  oflicers  of  our  reidmeiit,  and  at  New  Berne,  on  tlie  6th  i 
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of  Maj,  1S62,  Captain  Wiiliain  Emeiy  and  Miss  Wlielan  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  married  life  of  this  couple,  thus 
united,  ^vas  happy,  but  terminated  August  19th,  1877,  by  the 
lamented  death,  at  Milford,  Mass.,  of  Mrs.  Emery. 


ROSTER    OF    3IE1J1CAL    OFFICERS    OF    TWENTY-FIFTH    REGIMENT 
MASSACHUSETTS    VOLUNTEERS. 


Names. 

Hank. 

Residence. 

Date  of  Muster. 

Expirrrfion  of  Service 
and  caihse. 

J.  Marcus  Eico. 

Surgeon. 

"\rorcester. 

Sept.  16,  1  Sol. 

Oct.  20,  1S64,  expira- 
tion ol  service. 

Myh^i  E.  Hovt. 

Surgooa. 

Ass't 

Milford. 

Uct.  21,  18G4. 

Jiiue  29,  1865,  expira- 
tion of  service. 

Tli«n-ou  Teiuple. 

Surgcou, 

B^ilclier- 

Oct.  15,  1801. 

Marcli   27,    1862,    re- 

Ass't 

town. 

■ 

signed. 

Jos.  C.  Batchelder. 

Sar2-'"^oij. 

Temple  ton. 

March  31,1862. 

August  19,  1862,  re- 
signed. 

Samuel  riairGr. 

Suiueon. 

Worcester. 

July  31,  18G2. 

August    9,    1863    re- 

A>.Vt 

signed. 

Horace  ]Mecorney. 

Surceoii. 

A<s't 

Worcester. 

Sept.  2G,  KS62. 

July  13,  18G3,  re- 
si  ^Ticd. 

SuDiuc-1  E.  Shaiitz. 

Surgeon. 

Ass't 

Boston. 

July  1(3,  1863. 

Dec.  15,  1863,  re- 
sigued. 

Alpheus  E.  Hovt. 

S  Virgo  on. 

Milford. 

Stpt.  25,  1863. 

Oct.    21,    1864,    pro- 

moted. 

\    J       iNth  C   r 


Nf.A 


.... 
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RELIEVED    FROM    THE    TRENCHES RETURN    TO    NORTH    CAROLINA 

YELLOW     FEVER HO^IEWA  RD     JOURNEY ESCAPE     FR031 

FORTRESS     MONROE — OUARANTINE     IN     NEW     YORK  —  RECEP- 
TION   IN    WORCESTER  —  MUSTER    OUT.      - 


t^f>fl^'£i  iG^ft  tire  Tvreiitv-fifUi  Massacliusetts  Yolunteors  in 
c-'^lfi/W'l)  tiie  trenches  at  Petersburg,  and  we  fully  realize 
r\;^''^ivS)  how  inadequately  v>-e  liave  portrayed  the  hardsliips 
there  experienced.  From  the  loth  of  June  to  the  25th  of 
Auo-ust,  it  was  one  continued  cno-ao'ement,  even  the  darkness 
of  nighit  did  not  prevent  tlie  constant  rattle  of  musketry,  tlie 
booming  of  cannon  and  the  whizzing  of  shell.  A  Spartan 
band  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massacluisetts  passed  tlirough  all  this 
service,  and  lived  day  and  night  in  tlie  trenches,  lialf  under 
ground.  Olllcers  and  men,  ab^^olutely  worn  out  by  the  Inird- 
ships  and  privations  of  such  a  life,  yet  served  v/ith  equal 
fidelity,  and  all  of  them  deserve  the  highest  meed  of  praise 
that  men  can  bestovr  upon  their  feHows.  On  tlie  12th  of 
August,  Captain  Foster  returned  to  the  regiment  for  duty, 
and  being  senior  in  rank,  assumed  the  connnand,  thus  reliev- 
ing Captain  Parkhurst  who  had  led  the  l^ottalion  from  Cold 
Harbor,  and  sliared  with  his  comrades,  oihcers  and  men,  all 
tlie  fortunes  and  dangers  of  the  siege  of  Petersburg.  Park- 
hurst commanded  daring  tlic  nujst  eventful  weeks  the  regiment 
had  seen.  Tlvdi  he  commanded  well,  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that,  during  all  thut  season,  diough  ex[)Osed  at  times  to  unusual 
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dangers,  the  regiraenfc  met  no  disaster,  and  maintained  its  repu- 
\  tation  as  a  fipcliting  battalion. 

1  Upon  assuming  command,  Foster  promulgated  the  following 

f  General  Orders  :  — 

\ 

{  Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Massacliusetts  Volunteer  Infantry. 

I  In  the  field,  near  Petersburg,  Ya.,  August  12th,  1864. 

f  General  Orders, 

j  Ko.  16. 

i  I.     The  undersigned  Leing  senior  officer  pre&ent  for  duty,  hereby  assumes 

I  command  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry. 

1  II.     Lieutenant  Cliarles  T>.  Eondall  is  hereby  appointed  Adjutant,  and  will 

'  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordinglv. 

I  '                                              ^  "                          A.  IT.  Fo^TEu, 

i  Captain  Tianhj-jlfth  MassncJuu^ctts  }'oIunt€er  Infanfry. 

\ 

\  Another  order  followed  on  tlie  same  day  as  follows  :  — 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Massachusecls  Volunteer  Infantry, 
'  .  In  the  flehl  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  Augu,t  12th,  1SG4. 

General  Orders,  ] 
;  Xo.  17.  ( 

I.     The  following  disposition  is  nia^le  of  the  companies  of  tins  regiment;  — 

Companies  ''  Y,"  "  G ''  and  "I"  to  be  under  comn-iand  of  Captain  V.  P.  P:irk- 

I  hurst,  taking  position   on  the  riglit.     Companies  ''A,''  •'•' B  "  and  "  C ''  to  be 

1  under  command  of  Captain   Wni.  Emery,  taking  ])osition  on  the  left  of  t]i<* 

'  line.     Companies  "II  "  and  "  K"  under  command  of  Captain  Samuel  Harrina- 

tou,  v.ill  take  th-j  Ti;;i!t  centre  and  be  designated  as  the  color  division.     Com- 

pauies  "' I) ''  ami  -E"  under  command  of   Lieuteuani;  Chas.  F.  Tew,  will  !■•• 

■  df.-ignaled  as  the  left  centre  division. 

■)  11.     Lieutenant  Geo.  Burr  is  liercby  relieved  of  1)1^  duties  as  Acting  Adiutaiit 

of  rbis  regiment,  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Captain  \.  P.  Parkb.urst. 

JII.     Lieutenatjt   Chas.  IF.  Strarton   is  hereby  relieved  of  tbe  command  oi 
Companies  "  E  "  and  "  G,"  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Ci'.ptain  \Vm.  Emery. 

liy  order  of 

Captain  A.  11.  Fostki?, 
Cofiimaiidhig  Ttrenti/Jijlli  loyimcut  Massadntsetts   \'oluiit,er  Jvfantrij. 
CitA-S.  B.  Kkxdall,  First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant. 

On  tiiC  2oth  of  August,  the  Tv/euty-fifih  .Massachusetts  with 

the   old    Stnr    In-igade.   recrossed    the    Appomatto.\   and    took 

;  position  un  the  Icii  of  tlie  Hue  at  JJenuuda  Hundreds,  ar,  ih-' 

■  old  location   kuown  as   Col^h^s   hlli.     The  order  that  scut  lh«^ 
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brigade  from  the  trenches  at  Petersburg  to  the  comparatively 
pleasant  duty  on  Cobb's  hill.  "'  relieved  men  as  completely 
worn  out  as  it  was  possible  for  men  to  be,  and  live."  [Letter 
of  Captain  Farkhurst  to  the  author.]  During  the  siege,  the 
regiment  was  reduced  to  a  mere  skeleton.  Deducting  the  num- 
ber killed,  wounded  and  captured  in  engagements  since  May 
5th,  also  those  sick  in  hospitals  and  -detailed  for  duty  outside 
the  battalion,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  men  left  for  duty  wos 
very  meagre,  sometimes  falling  as  low  as  ninety  officers  and 
men.  As  an  illustration  of  this,  we  cite  Company  A,  reduced" 
at  one  time  to  an  aggregate  of  four  for  duty,  and  to  Company 
K,  after  the  second  engagement  at  Petersburg,  June  18tli, 
having  only  nine  men  for  duty,  and  a  corporal,  the  highest 
officer  present.  Two  of  the  "  nine  "  were  mortally  wounded 
in  tlie  action  of  June  30th. 

The  morning  report,  of  Company  '-  JI.^^  for  September  loth, 
(after  the  regiment  had  reached  North  Carolina,)  was  as 
follows :  — 


!i 


Present  for  duty — Ciiptain,  1;    Sergeants,  2;   Corporals,  1;   Musiciaus,  1; 
Privates,  17. 

On  daily  duty  —  yon-comuiissioued  officer,  1 ;  Privates,  3. 

0)1  ?>pe>.'ial  duty- — First-Lieutenant.  1; 

]^r(>?Mit  sick — Seconu-Lioateiiaut,  1  ;  Privates,  G. 
1''.tal  present,  conunissioued  ol^icer:?,  3;  eulisted  men,  3i. 

Ahsmt. 

On  detacLed  ser\ice  —  Enlisted  men 13 

Witiiout  leave  —  Knlisted  mau 1 

Sick— Enlisted  men 26 

Total  absent 40 

Total,  i)rosenL  and  absent,  3  coinniissioaed  otlicers  and  71  enlisted  men. 

This  report  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  illustration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  regiment  at  that  time,  which  would  show  three 
luindre*!  and  ten  enUslc<l  men  preserit  for  duty. 

The  Star  Brigade  was  so  much  reduced  in  numbers,  and  the 
physical  condition  of  those  present  for  duty  was  such,  tlmt  the 

5<1 


.•u:.-  ■;  ■;-: 


.&  ,,y- ;,:,.; ;-■?!■ 


394 


TWEyTY-FlFTH   MASS  A  CUUSETTS. 


autborities  -svisely  determiiied  to  give  tlio  brigade  a  surcease 
from  active  duty  in  the  trcuclies,  and  send  it  to  its  old  crnnping 
grounds  in  North  Carolina,  drawing  from  there  the  full  regi- 
ments to  augment  the  streugtli  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  in 
^'^ii'giriia. 

Consequently  the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fifth  Massachu- 
setts Regiments  were  withdrawn  from  the  front  at  Col>b*s  hill, 
[Septemljer  6th]  and,  taking  transports  at  ]]ernuida  HuutlrL-ds 
landing,  reached  Nevv  Berne,  N.  C,  on  Sunday,  Septemher 
11th.  The  Twenty-seventh  Massacluisetts  anxl  Ninth  New 
Jersey  followed  soon  after.  The  writer,  relieved  from  staif 
duty  in  Virginia,  rejoined  the  regiment  in  North  Carolir.a, 
and  assumed  command,  tinding  Captain  A.  II.  Foster  who 
liad  been  in  command,  dangei'ously  111  of  malarial  fever  at 
the  camp  near  Fort  Ppinola,  the  headquarters  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  consequently  Captam  Parkhurst  in  tenj]u)]-a)-y 
command.*'  -  -•:  ..: .        • 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  lieu-iiuent  ^Massachusetts  Voh.iiiteer  Infar.try, 
New  Berne,  In.  C,  September  Si'ud,  1SG4. 
Genera]  Orders,  ) 
No.  -20.        '  \ 

Tlie  iindersi;:ned  bein^'  senior  ofiicer  present  for  duty,  liereby 
assui)~'»>-  c^irniuaiid  of  tlio  Tv/enty-tii'th  Kegi^r.ent  TvJassaehnserts  \"ohiiittfr 
Iniaiitt'.-. 

J.  ^Y.  Df.nnv, 
Captain  Tv:enti!-pJ'rh  lurjiintiit  MasaacJa'cicti-i  ^'olu^^te€r  ] iijltntrii. 


'*-  HeaJiiuartevs  ']'\vf,-iity-fifth  T'egiiiu.-r.t  Massav-liu^t-tcs  Vfluuteer  Tniaiitry, 
Nfvv  r.eviie,  X.  C.,  Seiitember  l^lli,  l.-^n. 
Spe,'ial  Oruers,  )  .         /    •    ■       ■ 

No.  ih.         )        ^       ■  ■  •     -  '-  " 

I.  Jnau'S  ?tl.  Dreniian.  Tvri-nty-fifta  Kv-iiin-iit  Mas.-:a.;;ii:><:'T:t^  ^"ouiutee^  Infantry,  liuvii:;;' 
been  coiiimis-iLon-"!  and  rau^tf-riil  int)  ilu/  raited  Stat>>s  strvi'.'c  as  a  Captain,  i.^  licrcly 
assigned  to  duty  in  Cuuijiuny  "E,''  lue;it\-tjfili  IMa.-siuhu-.'tt.^  Voluuteor  Infaiitry- 

II.  Captain  J.  1A.  nreiman,  Coinvai.y  ''  E,""  Tucury-iift h  :Ma->-a.'l,n-^ tf  ^  V..luiit.:.'r  Iiifar.try, 
is  hereby  (!.;;:,ul.d,  for  -,-tj./;,il  d;iry,  i"  rni.i.!,i,i!.d  Ci'.a;Muirs  "E'"  and  '"K,"  Tv.Hty-rnh 
iLi>sacI.n=i;tis  V..iuii:.',T  Iniauiiy. 

By  I'f'iuniand  of 

V.  P.  PAY.Kin-iisr, 

Ct!/i^iiiii  Coiiii::andiii(i  i.''.;/ 'z^' ?'"•'■ 
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For  four  long  months,  the  Tvrenty-lifth  Massachusetts  had 
l)cen  in  active  service,  and  nearly  all  that  time  constantly 
under  fire.  During  no  time,  day  or  night,  were  their  ears 
relieved  from  the  l)ooming  cannon,  the  crashing  thug  of  the 
mortars  and  the  cracking  musketry.  From  morning  until 
jiight,  and  from  the  going  down  of  the  sun  to  its  rising,  there 
was  this  constant  din  of  v^^arfare. 

The  constant  noise  of  battle  murdered  sleep  and  made  men 
nervous.  Added  to  this,  the  terriljle  heats  of  that  summer, 
the  constant  ex})0sures  and  lack  of  reguhir  food,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  that  the  physical  condition  of  those  remaining  for 
duty  was  seriously  impaired  ? 

As  we  left  the  battle  front  and  moved  dov>m  the  waters  of 
tlic  James,  there  was,  for  the  first  time  for  montlis,  the  absolute 
happiness  of  silence  —  tlie  oxqalsiio  delight  of  being  quiet. 
Taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  time  that  liad  intervened, 
between  the  first  going  up  and  the  present  going  down  the 
great  water  cliannel  to  and  from  Richmond,  the  regiment  felt 
liow  much  had  been  crowded  into  those  four  months.  Com- 
rades v.'cnt  up  in  ^lay  under  all  tlie  stinaulation  of  hope  —  ho])C 
that  springs  eternal  in  the  limnan  breast;  alas,  that  they  did 
not  return  vxdili  us  as  they  went.  Some  were  sleeping  tlie 
d<  ;iih  that  ends  all  tuitiioil,  others,  })rostrated  Vy  disease  or 
suffering  from  wounds,  were  carecl  for  in  our  hos[ntals,  while 
many   nsore  were   languishing,  sulTering  worse  than  death,  in 


tl 
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lveturnin(2:  a^'aln  to  New  Berne,  the  I'ogiment  found  itself  in 
a  new  danger  ;  it  reached  a  stridden  city,  for  the  yellow  fever 
had  just  become  epidemic,  and  then  men  felt  iiuleed,  that 


"' Xo  liiaa  of  "\voni;\ii  born, 
Coward  or  brave,  eau  shuu  his  <K-stiiiy.' 


Thev  had  come  from  one  danger  only  to  lace  another,  and 
they  felt  tliut  if  the  wind  ehxms  the  corn,  so  is  the  soul  purified 
bv  clia-reniim- ;  that  the  same  C'od  tliat  had  drawn  tlie  circle  of 


;96 


r  WENTY-FIFTII  .V^1.S'.S'.4  CI! T^SETTS. 


preservation  around  tliem  in  the  clay  of  battle,  would  still  shield 
from  the  pestilence.  And  then,  whiJc  everything  looked  dark, 
it  was  only  the  darkness  tlnit  gave  thcni  sight  of  the  eternal 
stars  sliining  out,  and  in  tliat  darkness,  seeing  the  stars,  they 
laid  hold  of  the  anchor  of  hope ! 

What  a  blessed  thing  is  hope!  ho})e  of  something  good  — 
anticipation  of  joy  to  conae,  of  success  somehow  to  be  achieved. 
Some  writer  has  said,  that  the  pilot  who  is  always  dreading  a 
rock  or  a  tempest,  must  not  complain  if  he  remains  a  poor 
fisherman,  Tli.is  remark  v.ill  aptly  apply  to  those  Avho  are 
compelled  to  face  yellow  fever,  for  it  is  said,  and  with  much 
of  truth  withal,  that  OTie  who  fears  the  disease  and  dreads  its 
approach,  will  be  the  most  likely  to  become  its  victim. 

Fortunately,  the  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts 
were  assigned  to  camps  outside  the  city,  upoii  the  south  side  of 
the  Trent  river,  two  companies  being  stationed  at  Fort  Spinola, 
two  companies  at  Briees'  creek,  and  th.e  remainder,  upon  the 
railroad  between  New  Berne  and  Morehead  City. 

The  time  was  so  near  at  hand  when  that  portion  of  tbe 
regiment  vv'hose  term  of  service  was  expiring,  would  leave 
for  Massachusetts,  and  the  new  organization  would  be  coui- 
pleted,  that  very  little  interest  in  tiie  necessary  esprit  da  corp^ 
was  maniiesied.  Measures  were  taken  in  ]^]-eparation  for  mu- 
ter out  of  those  not  reenlisted,  and,  to  this  end,  General  Orders 
Ko.  21  were  issued,  as  follows:  — 


Ileaii(iuarters  Tweuty-fifth  Kegimcut  Massachusetts  Vohmtccr  Infautry, 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  September  2'Jva],  1S64, 
General  Orders,  [ 
Ko.  21.  ) 

111  comjiliance  Avith  instructions  from  Headquarters  Districi: 
of  Xorth  Carolina,  all  commissioned  ofiicers  of  this  command  will  send  to  those 
head!|uarters  immediately,  tlieir  election  in  tlie  matter  of  being-  mustered  out  of 
service  Avitli  the  regiment,  or  remaining. 

By  command  of 

J.  AVaido  Dknnv, 
Captain  Coi/L!iuiiidin<j  JiOjiui' >•:. 
Chas.  B.  Kem>all,  AdjuUiuL 
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Under  this  order,  ten  coiDhussioiied  officers  elected  to  remain 
for  the  additional  term,  viz. :  Captains  Tucker  and  Harrington; 
Lieutenants  Davis,  For])es,  Pratt,  Kendall,  Hooker,  Murdock, 
Ward  and  Schlenker.  T^Y0  of  these  were  of  the  original  regi- 
mental officers,  viz. :  Captains  Tucker  and  Harrington.  The 
^  I  remaining  officers,  fifteen  in  number,  elected  to  be  mustered  out 

^vith  the  regiment.     With  these,  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 
i-  enlisted   men,  whose  term  of  enlistment  vvas  ending,  were  to 

;  return  to  Massachusetts  to  be  mustered  out.  while  three  hun- 

^  dred  and  sixty  enlisted  men  remained,  a  considerable  number 

I  of   these   being  recruits  from   depot,  added    since   December, 

^  1863. 

f  In  the  meantime,  the  pestilence  continued  in  New  Berne,  and 

*"  a  panic  seized,  upon  its  populace.     Death  numbered  its  victims 

^  by  hundreds.     Stores  and  places  of  business  \A"ere  closed,  the 

I  streets  were  deserted,  and,  save  some  army  wagons  conveying 

{  commissary  stores  to  the  caiiips,  no  vehicle  was  seen  but  the 

|-  dismal  looking  hearse,  going  about  gathering  in  the  dead.     At 

I  nighty  largo  fires  v/ere  kindled  upon  the  street  corners,  for  the 

I  purpose  as  was  said,  of  killing  the  malaria  in  the  otmospliere, 

^.  producing  probably,  very  little,  if  any  effect  in  that  direction. 

Major  Lawson,  Chief  Provost- Alarshal,  the  writer's  successor 
in  that  position,  took  tlio  ftnxr  and  died.     We  vrere  with  hira 
I  wlien  he  saccuinbcd  to  the  disease  and  gave  up  business.     Ho 

I'  was  soon  numbered  with  tlie  dead.    The  writer  was  importuned 

I  by  the  Commanding  General  to  become  the  successor  of  Major 

I  l^^awson  and  continue  in  tlie  service.     Put  our  own  health  seri- 

I  ously  impaired,  the  near  approach  of  the  time  when  we  could 

find  a  Jiomc  where  physical  wastes  could  be  repaired,  and 
health  restored  before  it  was  too  late,  seemed  to  put  a  veio 
upon  tiic  acceptance  of  such  a  propositioru  With  many  others, 
we  were  like  a  ship  that  had  been  tossed  upon  the  waves  and 
so  damaged  that  it  was  necessary  to  put  into  port  for  repairs, 
and  the  hope  oi  reaching  that  port,  nerved  the  sailors  to  work 
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vigorously  at  tlio  pumps.     Home  was  our  port  for  repairs,  an*! 
the  Jiopc  of  soon  reacliing  it,  kept  soul  and  body  together. 

YELLOW    FETER    SUNDAY. 

Sunday,  Septomlier  25lh,  was  a  dismal  day  in  Xew  Berne  — 
none  of  tlie  churches  were  open,  and  only  the  hearse  went 
rumbling  up  and  down  tlie  deseited  streets.  We  met  Cha|H 
lain  Rouse,  a  iailhful,  earnest  chaplain  among  tlie  soldiers  :  he 
looked  worn  out.  We  knevr  him.  where  ho  officiated  in  tlie 
little  Tillage  of  Rochdale,  in  Leicester ;  and  as  we  met  him 
npon  this  Sabbath  day,  he  v/as  hun-ying  from  one  hospital  to 
another,  intent  upon  his  work.  He  said  he  had  buried  thirteen 
soldiers  that  forenoon,  and  as  many  more  vraited  liis  ollices. 
We  said  to  him,  ''Chaplain,  you  are  not  able  to  do  this  work 
—  you  look  \A'or)i  out  and  ougdit  to  leave  immediately  in  order 
to  save  your  own  life."  "  No,"  replied  the  Chaplain,  ^'  1  am 
sick  and  weary,  some  one  may  bo  called  upon  to  l)ury  me  next, 
but  I  must  not  leave  these  soldiers  ;  if  I mitst  die.  1  'wiU  die  at 
7)11/  pod  of  didi/,''  and  as  he  moved  otf,  we  turned  and  looked 
at  the  man  who  wwld.  not  leave  Jiis  pod  of  didij  to  save  Jus  oicn 
lifc^  and  we  thought  there,  as  he  vanisiied  toward,  the  hospitc d, 
"good  Cira plain  Rouse,  you  were  never  half  aippLeciated  jit 
In'jme  :  \'our  own  }ieople  never  knew  whtit  a  kind,  self  sacri- 
ficing lieart  was  yours — -indeed  circumstances  eh  nmke  tht/. 
man.''  [Cha})iain  Rouse  had  the  fcver,  recovered,  bui  since 
the  v,ar,  died  at  home.]  Headquarters  of  tlie  district  were 
removed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  Tiie  chief  clerk  of  our 
late  Ciui|»lain  James,  was  taken  witli  tlie  k'XQv  at  rY)rt  .^[)innla. 
and  was  removed  by  Chaplain  James  to  hi>  own  resideuci.'. 
The  Chaplain  was  afterwards  seized  with  the  u^xqv,  but  sur- 
vived the  attack.  The  fever  invaded  our  camp,  but  there  were 
very  few  deatlr-^. 

Octol'cr  4t]i,  the  treasury  and  telegra}-»h  offices  were  closed, 
no  clerks  being  in  attendance  for  duty,  and  all  officers  and 
citizens  who  could  do  so,  iled  from  ihe  city. 
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October  2ncl  orders  were  issued  in  preparation  for  departure 
for  ^lassacliusetts.* 

THE    TWENTY-FIFTH    MASSACHUSETTS    MOTES    HOMEWARD. 

At  one  o'clock,  i".  m.,  of  October  5th,  the  Tweiity-iifth  ]\[assa- 
cliasetts  Vobjnteers  left  jSew  Berne  for  Massachusetts.  Those 
of  the  regiment  not  present  to  take  the  cars  near  Fort  Spinola, 
were  gathered  up  on  the  wr,y  to  Morehead,  wliere  we  embarked 
on  the  JJadlcii  Bnc/c,  Captain  Merriman,  for  New  York,  via 
Fortress  Moni'oe.     While  at  the  wharf  in  Moreliead,"a  thorough 


*  Ht^adqiiarters  T\v€uty-fif  tli  Kegiment  JMussar-hiiselts  Yolraiteer  Infantry, 
^e\v  Berne,  X.  C,  October  'iurl,  1S64. 
General  Orders,  ) 
No.  23.  j 

In  corir|>liance  with  instrvn'tions  from  Headquarters  Distriot  of  TsVittli 
Carolina,  comniandcrs  of  coutpanies  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  to  Jlassachusetts  upon  au 
lioui-'s  notice,  after  ilonday,  October  ord. 

Tuesday  morning',  October  4tli,  four  days's  liitions  will  be  cooked  for  the  men  entitled  to  bo 
mustered  out,  ajid  all  public  x)Toperty  not  necesso-ry  for  the  conifort  of  the  men  on  the  voyage, 
will  bo  turned  over  as  follows  :  Quartermaster's  stores  to  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Pratt,  A.  R.  Q.  M., 
and  ordnanre  stores  to  Captain  Samuel  HarriDgtoa,  and  those  oincers  vnll  receipt  for  tlie  same 
in  such  conditit'u  as  received. 

One  copy  of  the  muster-out  roll  and  the  (4)  four  copies  of  muster  and  descriptive  roils   will 
be  forw-ardedto  these  beadquarters  hyiour  o'cLick,  p.  m.,  Monday,  October,  3rd,  without  fail. 
•      .  i>y  command  of 

J.  Wat-i  0   DF.X.Vi, 

C'Jj<iain  Co)uviaiidi-ng  JlegiinenL  ■ 
Chks.'B.Kt.sdmx,  A'ii'Jl'in/. 


Hea^iquarters  Tueaiy-Eifth  liegiutcnt  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry, 
'  - '  ^  New  Eerne,  N.  C,  October  4th,  1SG4. 

Spfvi;xl  Orders.  )  .  .  ,. 

X...-J4.       ■)•  ■    .^       •    ■ 

[extract.] 

In  accoruauce  with,  instructions  from  Headquarters  Di.^tricr  of  Nortli  Carolina,  those  men 
who  are  entitled  t.)  be  niii-^tered  out  with  the  regiment,  wdl  be  in  readiness  to  depart  at  (1)  one 
n'ciock,  I'.  >!.,  to-morrow  (Octobi-r  ;jth,  lSt'4). 

A  special  train  of  cars  will  proceed  from  the  point  opposite  tills  cueip,  at  one  o'clock,  r.  >i., 
am!  -  ommanders  of  cfiinpanics  will  ^oe  th.it  exerytlung  is  in  readiness  and  that  there  is  no 
d-Li\.  CoiiM.arues  "  A,'"  "' B.''  '■!),"  '"  E,"'  '-G^au'l  *'!"'  v.  ill  i«3  at  the  track  opposite  tins 
ciuijp  promptlv.it  -.ne  o'cl<ck,  r.  M.  As  transportation  is  lijui  ted,  only  such  ba'^Lrage  will  be 
l;iken  as  is  ab-oliaeiy  necessary. 

A  pers.jv,  d  in-p.'eti.'U  will  be  made  previ>>us  to  departing  by  each  company  commander, 
and  all  suriiiu-,  l.-ag^age  will  be  thuasn  out.  .  .       •       .      ■     ;■       ■'■     •;- 

l>y  ortier  of 
,:  .  :  .■  .       ,        \      (■         J.  W.MSiO  T>i-.-^ST, 

C'lpUiijt  Com niaiuUDfj  ll^'jlni flit. 
x:n\'>..Y>.Kv.-:;\-\\.h,  Adjxlintl. 
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examination  was  made  of  all  on  board,  for  tlie  purpose  of  ex- 
cluding all  who  were  infected  with  yellow  fever.     Many  citizens  | 
were  ordered  oil"  the  steamer,  and  some  soldiers  were  sent  to  I 
the  hospital.     But,  in   spite  of   all  precautions,  it  was  found  1 
after  we  had  got  outside,  tliat  a  number  of  persons  had  smug-  | 
eded  themselves  on  board  who  were  in  the  first  staQ;e  of  the  I 
dreaded   disease.      Going  to  the   state-room  which  had  been  | 
i                          assigned   to  us,  we  found  it  occupied  by  a  citizen  who  v\'as  I 
\                         quite    sick.     [He    died  just  after  w^e  reached   quarantine   in  I 
New  Yo]'k.]     'SVe  gave  u[>  all  claim  to  tliat  state-room,  and  | 
Captain  Merrlman  kindly  prepared  a  sleeping  place  for  us  in  | 
the  wheel-house,  wliich  we  occupied  during  the  voyage.     Cap-  | 
\                        tain  Prciinan  was  among  our  sick,  and  occupied  one  of  the  j 
I                        state-rooms.      Sergeant    Whitney,   our   hospital    steward,  was  'l 
\                        provided    with    medicine  —  quinine    and    calomel,    which    was  1 
1                        o-iven  in  lar2,e  doses  to  those  having;  the  fever.     There  was 
\                        no   snrge<)n  aboard,   and  the   writer   found   himself  compelled 
to  act  that  role  in  unison  wiili  Sergeant  Whitney.      AYe  all 
dreaded    Fortress     ^.lonroe.      Vessels    arriving     there     were 
ordered     into     quarantine.       Our    salvation     depended     upon 
'               .       reaching  a  more   northern   latitude. 

ESCAPE    FROyi.    FORTKESS    MONROE. 

»  !                          We  reached   Fortress   Monroe  about  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  of  | 

October   7tli.     As  we  entered   the  straits  lu'tween  the  capes,  | 

we  saw  a  large  nmnljer  of  steamers  and  vessels  anchoi'ed  in  p 

quarantine,    the   last    steamer   from    New    Berne    among    the  i 

number.     Our  faces  became  elongated  and  our  'Miearts  cann:^  | 

up  into  our  mouths,"  every  man  feeling  that    his   doom   wns  1 

sealed,  for  quarnntine  at  Fortress  Monroe,  with  twelve  men  I 

already  sick  on  board  with  yellow  fever,  meant  death  to  many  % 

of   the   remainder.      The    men    looked    anxious  —  sighing   for  | 

home,  and    yet   with    chances    decidedly  against   ever   reacli-  I 

!                  ine  it.  * 
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We  approochcd  tlie  "  guard-ship "   and   saw  a  portly  and 

fierce  looking  officer  pacing  the  quarter-deck,  hjoking   at   us 

sharply,  and   there  is  no  doubt  we  v^'atched  him  Avith  as  much 

interest  as  he  did  us.  I 

Pretty  soon  the  dreaded  voice  came  swelling  over  the  wave  | 

— "Where  from?"     ^' From  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,"  was  | 

]  our  reply,  and  then  we  hoped  that  he  would  remember  Beau-  ' 

fort  was  rxA  New  Berne,  and  Ave  vrislied  we  could  tell  him  that 

I  yellovf  Jack  had  not  attacked  Beaufort,  but,  before  we  had 

'■  time  to  think  much  or  wish   mrjch  either,  as  to  that,  the  portly 

i  and   herce  looking  officer  pacing  the 'quarter-deck,  sent  over- 

5  another  voice,  louder  and  moic  authoritative  than  tlie  first  — 

f  ''  About  ship  and  anchor  [  "     Turning  to   Cat)tain   Merriman, 

f  Avho  was  as  anxious  to  reach  New  York  as  any  of  us,  we 

:  transmitted   the  order,  and  heard  the  Captain  cry  out  —  "hard 

I  aport!"     "Stand  by  tlie  aiiclior  chains!"  and  very  soon  the 

'{  steamer's   anchor  was  fast  irt  the  mud  and  the  I)udh:ij  Bud: 

i  swuno-   round  under   the    suiis   of   the    craard-ship.      We  h.ad 

;  anchored    to    our    doom,  and    blank    despair    sat    u})on    every  j 

I  countenance.      And   was   this   our    destiny  —  to   pass    througli  j 

!  battle   after  battle  —  the  iieats  of  tliree  summers,  and   all  the  '     j 

i  mid.arial  inihienccs  of  Eastern  North  Carolina,  to  die  of  yellow  I 

'.  ,  i 

i  fever  on  our  way  home  ^t 

>  '     "                                                    ,                 .    •       ■  ' 

%  After  waitino'  more  thnn   an  hour  filled  v:i(h  forebodiiie-s  of  ! 

what  might  be,  a  tug-boat  was  seen  approaching.     ^len,  anxious  !■ 

for  release,  besieged  us  to  do  all  tliat  could  be  done  to  get  them  \ 

f  away  from  Fortress  ^[o'lroe.     The  lag  was  soon  by  oe.r  side,  j 

3?  >■  .       ^  \ 

f  and  the  port  surgeon  announced  himself  and  was  informed  tliat  \ 

fen  f 

t  we  had  twelve  cases  ^yi  yellow  {^so^w     As  he  did  not  incline  to 

come  aboard,  the  writer  descended  to  the  tug  and  seized  the  \ 

port  surgeon  by  the  biitton-liole.  He  said  he  could  only  order 
us  into  quarantine.  Slill  clinging  to  his  button-hole,  we  pro- 
tested on  the  ground  of  humanity,  telling  him  that  with  many 
on  board,  it  was  a  question  of  life  or  deaih.  ITc  iinally  agreed 
to  report  the  facts  to  the  Comuumding  G'Uieral  at  Norlblk,  and 
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promised  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  i^'et  us  ordered  to  New 
York. 

We  asked  the  surgeon  to  board  tlie  steamer,  look  at  the  sick 
and  advise  us  vrhat  to  do,  but  h.e  ivas  pleased  to  say  that  v.e 
"  knew  better  how  to  treat  yellow  fever  than  he  did,"  (which 
we  kncAv  better  than  to  believe,)  sim})lj  meaning  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  expose  himself.  Vv^e  are  glad  to  say  from  vrhat 
■\ve  have  seen  of  the  pi'ofession,  that  surgeons  do  not  usuallv 
decline  to  take  all  such  risks  in  the  line  of  duty;  It  is  almost 
universally  true,  that  surgeons  are  willing  to  expose  their  own 
lives  to  save  others. 

Tlie  little  tug  steamed  avay,  v^diile  the  portly  and  fierce 
looking  officer  paced  the  quarter-deck  of  iho  guard-sliip,  and  ^\'e 
had  four  more  lioufs  of  anxious  waiting.  Again  tlie  little  tug- 
boat was  seen  approaching.  The  men  ci'owdcd  on  deck  doun 
to  the  rails.     Our  doom  was  comiiig  on  that  little  tug-boat! 

Soon  the  boat  was  alongside  the  steamer,  and  the  port  sur- 
geon handed  up  a  large  cnveJoije.  Not  a  Avord  1  not  a  brenfli ! 
but  cvQVY  licart  beat  quick.  We  tore  open  the  paper  —  it  was 
an  order  to  proceed  to  Xcav  York  !  We  announced  it  to  the 
crov/d  on  decl:,  and  loud  and  hearty  were  the  clieers  that  testi- 


fied to  11:0  general  joy,      i 

[lirMiipN.     inr    ^Ci'li'eni 


iC   suro;eon  lianded  u 


a  pacKage 
of  jnodicincs,  ibr  yci-ge;uit  Whiiney's  supply  was  nearly  ex- 
hausted. Thien  tlie  anchor  was  weigiicd,  and  the  Jjadley  Buck 
moved  off — ofi'  from  tluit  terrible  guard-shi[)  u]!onv\diose  quarfer- 
deck  we  left  the  j^ortly  aiul  fierce  looking  o'licer,  still  piiciiig 
backward  aud  forward,  looking  toward  the  blue  sea  between 
the  capes,  seeking  another  unlbrtunaie  to  vrhom  lie  might  serid 
the  voice  over  the  wave  —  "about  ship  and  anchor  !  " 


DEATHS    AT    SEA. 


October  8th. —  the  wind  Idevr  a  gale,  the  sea  was  very  lieavy 
and  the  steamer  rolled  fearfully.  At  early  morn,  a  young  mari, 
said   to   be  from  Vennun!:,  vho   went   to  Norili   Carolina  with 
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I  ^  government  cattle,  died  of  the  fever.     Fastening  a  bag  of  coal 
I  to  his  feet  and  wrapping  hira  in  a  blanket,  we  passed  him  over 

I  the  steamer's  side,  the  sea  opening  to  receive  him.     That  aftcr- 

I  noon  his   chum  also  died,  and  he  too,  found  his  grave  in  the 

f  ocean.     These  two  youu''-  men  had  come  aboard  at  Beaufort 

I  and  hid  themselves  among  the  barrels  and  boxes.     They  had 

I  the    symptoms    of  the    fever   strongly   marked.      In    exposing 

^  others,  thev  lost  their  own  lives  and  found  watery  graves. 

"  ■    I 

I  QUARANTINE    IN    NEW    YORK    HARBOR.  \ 

1  ■  '  I 

I  On  Sunday,  October  9ih,  we  passed  up  throuo'h  the  narrows  I 

I  about  ten  o'clock,  a.  m,,  and  stopped  at  the  upper  quarantine.  | 

I  A  physician  came  aboard,  examined  our  condition  and  oi'dcred 

I  us  to  return  to  the  lower  quarantine  at  Staten  Island,  near  the  ; 

I  Ilio'hlaiids.     We    anchored    there    soon    after    noon,   an.d    Dr.  1 

I  Walser,  the  I)epui:y  Health  Officer,  came  aboard.     He  ordered  \ 

I  the  removal  of  several  sick  passengers  and  one  soldier,  Private  j 

i  Samuel   G.   Champney,  of   Company  1),  to  the  hospital  ship.  ; 

I  Champney  was  aii  excellent  young  man,  and  a  ftivorite  with  [ 

I  his  comrades.     He  had  anticipated  great  happiness  in  seeing 

I  home  after  years  of  absence,  and  was  very  reluctant  to  leave  ; 

I  us.     He  came   up  out   of   the   cabin  without   assistance,   and  ; 

I  walked    to    the    chair   \>'liieh    was    to   transfer   him    over   the 

steamer's   side   to  the   hospital    tug.     We  bade  him  farewell,  '. 

and    felt    some    surprise    that    he    should    be    ordered    away.  ; 

I  [Champney  died  the  next  morning.]  '  [ 

That  evening  we  vi>ited   ihe  hospital  ship  by  invitation  of  j 


I 

i  Dr.  Walser,  shook  hands  and  conversed  with  those  taken  from 

1  the  Dudley  Buck^  and  then,  by  permission  of  Hr.  Walser,  went 

I  to  New  York  to  obtain  leave  to  remove  tlie  regiment  from 

"i  quarantine.     The  port  officers  would  not  object  to  our  leaving, 

provided  the  sanction  of  the  Medical  Director  could  be 
%^  ol)tained.     It    Avas   impossiljle    to    prevail    upon    the    Director 

to  interfere,  and  he  was  probably  rigiit  in  liis  refusal. 


I 
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OUT    OF    QUARANTINE. 

We  returned  Monday  night  to  tlie  Dudlei/  Jyucl\  and  fnially 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  port  officers  that  the  regiment 
might  leave  on  Wednesday  for  Worcester,  and  at  ihree  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  of  October  12th,  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  was 
landed  at  the  Norwich  S'teamer  pier,  and  had  the  "  liberty 
*  of    the    city   for   an   hoar.."     xVt   five    o'clock,   p.    M.,   every 

man  was  on  board  tlie  steamer,  and  Ave  reached  New  London  J 

at  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  October  13th,  in  a  lieavy  rainstorm.  I 

1  .  ^       Here  we  met  several  friends  from  Worcester  who  had  come  to  | 

'  o-reet  the  returning;  soldiers.     At  Norwich,  we  halted  for  the  ^ 

'  purpose  of  obtaining  a  special  train  to  Worcester,  in  accordance  '| 

1  with  the  request  of  the  Honorable  JX  Waldo  Lincoln,  Mayor  of  % 

I  the  city,  who  desired    our  arrival   to  be   dclaved  until  nine  i 

o'clock,  A.  3L,  but  the  officers  of  the  Norwicli  road  very  kindly  .  | 

refused  to  make  any  arrangements  for  an  extra  train,  insisting 

that  we  should  go  tlirough  on  the  regular  express  train.     We 

felt  like  complying  with  tlie  desires  of  our  friends  at  home,  for 

their  sakes  —  but  it  was  true  enough  tJuit  the  ofiicers  and  men 

i  of  the  battalion  desired  most  heartily  to  avoid  a  parade  and 

public  reception  at  Worcester.     The  soldiers'  anxiety  under  | 

such  circumstances  is,  to  get  home.     He  has  seen  enoagn  of  | 

parades    and    had    enon^h    of    marchiufr.     Home    to    hini,    is  I 

the  sweetest  spot  on  eartli,  and  he  stands  horrified  at  anytliing  | 

that  interposes  between  himself  and  that.  «  j 


ARraVAI.     AND     IIECP:PTI0N     at    WORCESTER. 

And  so  it  was,  coming  into  Worcester  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  on  the  regular  express  train,  Arhile  all  our  friends, 
official  and  otherwise,  were  soundly  sleeping  in  their  beds, 
which  they  bad  taken  wifh  the  idea  that  tlie  regiment  would  not 
arrive  until  nine  o'clock;  so  it  was,  that  we  came  upon  tlie 
familiar  Worcester  common,  which  we  left  three  years  before 
amid  th(;  fure\\ell  clieers  of  thousands  of  tlie  peo[)le,  at  this 
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^  early  niorning  hour,  while  the  rain  was  pouring  in  torrents,  to 

;v  find  ourselves  received  at  the  Front  street  crossing,  ly  exacilij 

i  one.  man  ivith  a  lantern.     That  one  man  was  a  patriotic  fellow 

I  — perhaps  he  had  been  to  the  v\'ar  and  returned  before  us  —  he 

%  swung  his  lantern  and  he  cheered  lustily,  and  the  cheers  were  ; 

f  just  as  hearty  as  if  the  volume  of  sound'  had  been  swelled  by  I 

I  ten   thousand  voices,  for   that  sin^'le    man  with   his   lantern,  t 

I  cheeriiig  there  at  the  Front  street  crossing,  voiced  the  welcome  j- 

I  of  a  sleep>ing  city,  and  the  greetings  from  many  a  little  hill-side  [ 

i  cottage   in   the   country,  v;hich   awaited   the  veteran   soldiers  j 

f  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Twenty-fifth,  returned  from  the  war. 
£  At  nine  o'clock,  the  City  Hall  being  fdled  with  people,  tlio  j 

£  regiment    filed    in,    after   having   exchanged    salutations   with  »    \ 

I  Colonel  Pickett.     Ills  Honor  JMayor  Lincoln,  made  a  welcome 

f  speech  and    then    Colonel    Pickett   oftered  "ss'ell-chosen  words 

I  of  greeting,  followed   by  patriotic  remarks  from  Colonel  Wil- 

^'  liam  S.  Lincoln,. of  ihe  ThirtyMX)urth.  Massachusetts  Yclunteers, 

I  who  liad  successfully  escaped  from  Soutliern  captivity.     After 

y  a  breakfiist  provided  by  the  city,  the  regimxcnt  was  dismissed  to 

I  gather  again  for  muster-ont  of  service  en  October  20th.     There 

f  were  manv  hand-shakiD!2:s,  raanv  kind  vrords  spoken,  as  coni- 

I  rndcs  of  three  years'  service  separated  from  each  other  on  that 

\  cold,  dreary  and  wet  October  mornirig. 

I  V.'e  rested  from  u'ar's  alarms — our  officers  and  men  returned 

I  with  no  stain  upon  their  character.     There  vv'as  only  one  tiling 

I  to  regi-et,  and  that  was  frequently  spoken,  that  all  our  regiment 
did  not  come  home  together.  But  this  could  not  be.  and  as  we 
left  our  comrades  in  North  Carolina,  we  will  return  there  once 
more,  and  with  them  travel  for  a  time  in  these  pages,  the  old 
faniiliar  vrar-path. 
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CHxlPTER     XXI. 


REBEL    RAM    ALBEMARLE    DESTROYED  —  FORT    FISHER  —  SCHOFIELD 

L\    NORTH    CAROLLN'A — WJSE's    FORKS ARMIES    OF   SHERMAN 

AND    SCHOFIELD    UNITE SURRENDER    OF    JOHNSTON — CHAR- 
LOTTE. 


1^*?-^^^  fc^ l']  left  the  recnli.'^ted  men  and  recmiis  of  the  Twenty- 
^'^%''lJ^  Gfih  ]\Ias.sacbu?ett:S  in  the  vicinitj  of  New  Berne, 
i'l^/i\>S)  X.  C,  ^v'h.e^e  tlicy  remained  under  command  of 
Captain  James  Tucker.  The  regiment  vras  consolidated  into 
four  companies,  viz:  xi.,  B,  G  and  1>,  the  other  companies 
merging  their  orgauizatious  into  the  four  companies  named. 
Tiie  above  companies  were  stationed  at  Brice's  creek,  and  near 
Foi't  Spinola  opposite  New  Ecnie,  and  were  engaged  in  ordinary 
caiiip  and  picket  duty  durii'g  tlie  iali  and  winter  Ibllowiug,  and 
up  to  March,  18G5,  vfhcii,  as  wc  shall  see,  the  regiment 
participated  in  the  movements  connected  Mith  the  important 
events  closing  tiie  war. 

As  many  of  our  regimen i  are  interested  in  the  iiistory  of  tliC 
rebel  ram  AlhKinarle^  wliu.-e  coming  down  th.e  IJoanoke  rivr>r 
was  tlie  occasion  of  tlie  death  of  Commander  FLusser,  as  stated 
in  a  previous  cliaptei',  we  |>roj;ose  a  digression  for  the  purpose 
of  brietlv  narrating  the  manner  this  formidable  war  vessel  uK^t 
its   destrtiction. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  ISCd,  Lieutenant  William  B. 
Gushing,  a  young  and  dashin.g  navol  oilicer,  in  command  of 
a  small  steam-lanncli  prepai'cd  as  a  toi'ficdo  boat,  moved  toward 
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I  Plymouth,  N.  C,  for  the  purpose  of  destroj^ing  th.e  Alhemayle^ 

which  was  anchored  in  the  stream  opposite  that  town.     The 

night  sehDcted  foi*  the  enterprise  was  very  dark,  and  Gushing 

I  was  within  twenty  yards  of  the  ram  before   those  on  board 

I  discovered  their  danger.     Gushing,  nn.der  a  heavy  fire  moved 

I  np  to  the  attack,  lowered  the  torpedo  boom,  drove  it  directly 

\i  under  the  overhang  of  the  ram,  when  the  torpedo  exploded  at 

the  verv  moment   a   shot  went  crashing:  throuo-h  the  launch. 

I  The  enemy  summoned  Gushing  to  surrender.     He  told  his  men  j 

I  to  save  themselves,  and  then  jumped  into  the  water.     Gushing 

f  and  one  otlier  man  were  alone  saved  from  death,  and  after  the 

I  intrepid  Lieutenant  reached  the  Valleij  City  the  next  day,  he  | 

^  was  made  happy  by  the  information  that  the  Albemarle  was 

t  sunk   in  the  mud    at   Plymouth.     Soon   after,   Plymouth   w^os 

recaptured  bv  our  forces. 

I  i 

!  FORT    FISHER.  .  ! 


4 


I  During  the  latter  part  of  December,  [186-1]  General  Butler, 

^  in  unison  with  the  naval  fleet  under  Admiral  Porter,  attacked 

I  Fort  Fisher  at  the  entrance  of   Gape  Fear  j-iver,  X.   C.     A 

powder  lioat  was  exploded,  but  without  accomplishment  of 
any  good,  and  afterwards  Porter  concentrated  a  fii-e  npon 
tlie  fort,  which  he  labored  under  the  mistake  of  believing 
had  eilectually  silenced  its  guns.  He  informed  General  P)U[ler 
that  •*  there  was  not  a  rebel  within  five  miles  of  tlie  fort.  You 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  march  in  and  take  it."  Tiie  iacr 
was,  the  garrison  had  jiot  beeen  reduced,  but  increased  two 
liundred  and  fifty  men  since  the  previous  day.  General  Whit- 
ing, the  chief  commander  of  troops  about  Fort  Fisher,  says  — 
"The  garrison  was  at  no  time  driven  from  its  guns,  and  fired 
In  return  according  to  orders,  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  shot 
and  shell." 

Dutler  at  last,  satisiicd  that  a  force  of  tlie  enemy  larger  than 
his  own  vais  near  at  hand,  and,  under  the  advice  of  General 
^Vrit/.el.   a  tiiorouiili  enu'ineer  olUccr,  who   said    a   siicce.-sfiil 
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assault  would  bo  iinpossible  —  gave  the  order  for  the  return  of 
the  troops  to  Petersburg. 

1'here  wa.^  iiuich  controversy  about  this  attack  upon:  Fort 
Fisher,  and  attempts  were  made  to  damage  the  military  capac- 
ity of  Genera!  Butler,  Admiral  Porter  joining  in  the  cry  raised 
against  him.  Those  who  examine  tlie  facts  impartially,  can  only 
reach  the  conclusion  that  Butler  was  wise  in  withdrawing  the 
troops  as  he  did.  Colonel  Lamb,  the  immediate  commander 
of  Fort  Fisher,  said  :  — 

"  If  I  were  a  friend  of  General  Butler,  1  could  tell  hini  facts  whicli 
would  prove  he  did  perfectly  right  in  not  attackiug  Fore  Fisher  when 
he  was  before  the  place.  My  buttery  of  nineteen  heavy  giios  so 
contmanded  the  land  approacl),  that  not  a  man  could  live  to  reach  my 
works.  It  v»TiS  only  afier  the  navy  had.  with  beautiful  precision, 
dismounted  gun  after  gun,  in  regular  order,  [at  the  second  attempt] 
leaving  only  oue  in  place,  that  the  attackiug  party  had  iiny  chance  of 
success." 

On  the  '6th  of  January,  1SG5,  a  new  military  expedition 
under  General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  of  the  Tcntli  Corps,  leh 
Ifampton  Eoads  for  a  second  attack  upon  Foit  Fislier.  The 
cO'']jeration  of  tlie  navy  was  fully  secured,  and  tlic  operations 
of  the  mililary  were  of  the  nature  of  a  siege.  'J'erry  lauded 
tin:  trooi'S  far  up  the  beach  and  intrenched.  The  next  day, 
[January  13th,]  the  assault  was  raade  under  the  heavy  fire  of 
Porter's  guns.  From  half-past  tliree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
wlien  tlie  assault  commenced,  uritil  nearly  nine  o'clock,  tlie 
fightiPig  continued  uud  was  very  severe.  The  Confederates 
were  gradually  puslied  back,  losing  traverses,  one  after  another, 
until  the  occupation  of  the  Avork  was  complete.  The  entire 
garrison  was  captured,  including  Colonel  Lamb,  and  General 
Whiting  was  mortally  wounded.  Our  loss  was  eighty-eight 
killed,  five  hundred  aud  one  wouuded  and  ninety-two  missing. 
General  Terry  captui-ed  two  thousand  and  eighty-three  })ris- 
oners. 
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!^  The  day  after  the  capture,  one  of  the  magazines  accideiitally 

i%  exploded,  kiUing  two  hundred  and  grounding  one  hundred  men. 

ll  Wilmington  \v-as   now  closed   to  blockade-runners,  and  the 

J  next  movement  was  for  tlie  capture  of   that  place.     (General 

1^  Hoke  was  holding  Foit  Anderson,  half-way  up  the  river  tovrards 

p-  Wilmington,  and,  in  various  fortified  positions,  from  the  river 

I  to  the  ocean,  he  had  a  force  of   six  thousand   Confederates, 

General   Bragg  w^as  in  chief  command  v/ith  headquarters  at 

Wilmington. 

SCHOriELD     IX    KOUTil     CAROLINA. 

General  Scliofield,  vrlio  was  in 'winter  quarters  with  the 
"  Twenty-third  Corps,  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  was  ordered  by  Lieu- 
tenand-General  Grant  to  move  to  the  North  Carolina  coast 
with.out  delay.  Tiiis  order  Avas  given  for  the  purpose  of 
concentrating  a  column  of  troops  to  niove  itito  the  interior 
of  North  Carolina  in  sbpport  of  the  movement  of  General 
Sherman,  whose  army  was  then  'advancing  upon  its  famous 
march    from   Atlanta    to    the   sea,      Schofield    moved   with   oJl  ; 

possible  celerity,  but  it  was  not  until  the  9th  of  February  that  I 

the  Third  Division,  under  Major-General  Theo.  Cox  arrived  at  j 

Fort  Fisher.-    Tlie  other  divisions  soon  follow^ed,  some  of  the  } 

troops    going    to   New   Berne.     North    Carolina   was   made   a  I 

department,  and   General  Sa!ioG<d.d  assigned  to  the  command,  I 

having  in  all,  a!)out  twenty  tlR)usand  troops.     It  was  expected  ^       : 

that  Sherman  ^^ould  be  in  tlie  >icinity  of  Goldsi)oro'  al)oat  the  \ 

last  of  February,  and   it  was  arranged  that  Sohoiield  should  r 

advance  from  Wilmington  and   New  ]>erne,  and,  if  possible,  | 

checknmle  Johnston,  who  was  concentrating  an.  army  in  North  1 

Carolina  *to  oppose  the  progress  of  Sherman,  and  prevent  him  ; 

from  forming  a  junction  with  the  .Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  took  upon  himself  the  tabk  of  pre- 
veiiting  Lee's  escapio  from  the  vicinity  of  Bichmond,  and 
defeating  any  attempt  he  might  make  to  unite  with  Johnston's  ; 

armv  in  Xort'i  Carolimi. 


^':^v.  ji    1,^:, 
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Two  days  after  Scliofjcld  readied  Fort  Fisher,  Terry  was 
moved  forward  and  succeeded  i)i  lurning  Hoke's  right  fiank. 
The  garrison  at  Fort  Anderson  fled,  leaving  ten  guns  and  much 
other  property.  General  Cox  followed  llie  fugitives,  routed 
them,  they  losing  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  and  two 
guns.  Wilmington  v\-as  finally  evacuated  by  the  Confederates, 
and.  our  troops  marched  in  on  t.lie  morning  of  the  22nd  of 
Februarv. 


TWENTr-FlFTII    MASSACHUSETTS    VOLUNTEERS. 

When  the  time  arrived  for  the  consolidation  of  the  Twenty-f.ftli 
Massachusetts  into  four  companies,  as  stated,  a  question  of  some 
delicacy  arose  as  to  seiriority  of  rank  beivreen  Captains  Tucker 
and  Harrington."  In  the  discussion  of  t))e  cpaestion,  there  was 
not  the  slightest  manifestation  of  personal  feeling,  indeed,  both 
ofiicers  desired  only  exact  justice  in  the  matter,  and  each 
honestly  believed  that  he  ranked  the  other.  Tucker  hovvever 
assumed  command,  as  v;c  have  stated,  and  Harrington  yielded 
strict  obc'lience  to  liim.  vSo  mucli  however  was  said  upon  tliC 
sulyject,  pro  and  con,  that  Tucker  invited  Harrington  to  appeal  to 
the  War  Department,  but  thi.-j  the  latter  declined  to  do,  ^vhere- 
upon  Tucker  made  a  staipii^.ent  and  rcfiucsted  'the  Adjutant 
General  of  tho  uvmy  to  give  a  decision  as  to  seniority  between 
liimself  ami  H'arriisglon.  On  or  acboul  the  lirst  of  March  and 
just  prior  to  the  moveui.:'iit  from  New  Berne,  Adjutant-Generi'i 
Townsend  forwarded  an  order,  directing  Ca])ta.in  Harrington 
to  assume  command  of  the  regiment  as  senior  oilicer.  This 
vexed  question  being  tit  us  oUicialiy  settled,  both  officers  did 
tlicir  best  for  the  general  \veltare  of  the  regiment,  and  Tucker 
assumed  commamt  of  Company  (k 

Daring  the  autumn  of  iSti-i,  not  long  after  the  reorganization 
of  the  Twentv-iitth  Massacluisetts,  tlic  regiment  joined  an  ex- 
pedition, composed  of  a  brigade  of  infantry  under  command  of 
Colonel  Uphani  of  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and 
marched   to  near   Kinston  and   l.ivonaced   for  the  night.     The 
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object  of  tlie  expedition  was  to  destroy  a  steam-ram  wliich  "\vas 
being  constructed  upon  the  Neuse  river  near  Kinston,  to  be 
used  in  an  attack  upon  New  Berne.  The  troops  suffered  very 
mucli  through  the  night  from  the  severe  cold.  Upon  the  march 
lip,  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  under  Captain  Tucker,  had 
the  advance.  Early  in  the  morning,  Colonel  Upham  learned 
thai  the  enemy  had  been  reenforced  and  was  in  very  large 
number  at  Kinston.  Not  deeming  an  attack  advisal)le,  he 
ordered  a  return  march,  placing  Captain  Tucker  wiili  his 
regiment  in  the  rear,  as  a  guard  to  protect  the  returning 
column  from  disaster.  The  enemy  follo^ved  our  troops  down 
tlie  road  several  miles,  giving  the  rear  guard  much  annoyance. 
It  was  about  this  time  (November,  lS6-i,)  that  the  veterans 
of  tlie  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  were  agreeably  surprised  by 
a  visit  f]  om  Colonel  Fiekett.  He  was  still  suQerino-  from  the 
k  wound  received   at  Cold   Harljor,  the  bullet  not  haviiig  been 

I  extracted.     He  went  to  North  Carolina  u])on  regimental  busi- 

t  ness,  completing  which,  he  took  leave  of  his  old  comrades  on 

!:  the  2Tth  of  Decemi)er  and  returned  to  M'^assachusetts.     He  had 

I  now  been  in  service  nearly  four  years  and  left  it  only  because 

[  he   was    disabled    from    further  duty,  regretting   very   deeply 

t  tliat  he  was  unable   to  continue  and  join  in  the  fmal  triuniph 

i  that  he  always'  felt  coniident  wos  sure  to  come,  thus  crowning 

l  the  clYorts   of    our  brave   and   loyal   soldiers   Avit.li   a   glorious 

I  victory  for  the  Union  cause.     He  tlierefore  reluctantly  I'ctired, 

I  carrying  with  him  tiic  respect  and  good  wishes  of  the  otficei's 

I  and   men,   Aviio,  under   his   command,  had   performed   duty  so 

I  faitlifuUy  and  fought  so  gallantly,  to  sustain  the  honor  of  the 

I  fhig  and  supremacy  of  the  government. 

\  Schofitvld,    pi'eparatory  to    the  general    movement,   directed 

r  Brigadier-General  I.  N.  Palmer  at  New   Berne   to  move   for- 

'  ward   five  thousand   troops   from  tlmt   jtlacc,  on  Kinston,  and 

I  there    estaijiisii   a   depot   of   supplies,    while    Avorkmen    should 

I  engage   repairing   the  railroad    connecting  Kinston  with  New 

I  l>erne  nu'l   Moreliead   City.     The  following  order  was  issued 

I  to  tile  Twentv-tiftli  i\rassachusetts:  — 
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Headquarters  Second  l)ivision,  Districr  of  Beaufort, 
Xew  Berne,  N.  C,  I\Iareb  2ud,  1865. 
Couunandirip-  Ofiioer,  ) 

Twenty-fiftli  Massachusetts  Infantry.  \ 

Sir  —  The  General  Cominaudiiig  the  division  directs  you  to  draw  in 
the  companies  of  your  regiment,  now  absent  on  picket  doty,  and  move  yoTii- 
command  at  seven  (7)  o'clock,  a.  m.,  to-morrow,  to  Dover  crossing  on  Core 
creek. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  TnojfAS, 

Assistant  Acljuta/it- General. 

The  T^Yenty-flfth  Massachusetts  was  assigned  to  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Divisiou,  District  of  Beaufort,  General  S. 
P.  Carter  of  Tennessee,  ^\\\o  h.nd  been  conijccted  ^rith  the 
western  armies,  was  in  cornmand  of  the  division,  and  Lieuteu- 
ant-Coionel  ITenry  Splaine  of  tlie  Seventeenth  Massachuseits 
YoluDteers  was  in  conanand  of  ttie  brigade.  The  regiment 
was  fortunate  in  'uciug  under  the  general  direction  of  these 
officers.  The  Division  Commander  brought  with  him  a  high 
reputation  for  eveiy  soldierly  Cjualit3%  and  the  Brigade  Coui- 
luander  was  personally  known  as  a  brave  and  gallant  otiicer, 
whose  lead  it  would  be  safe  to  follovv'.  ■ 

March  4th.  Brio-ade  Orders  vv'ere  issued  as  follows:  — 


•   Jleado^uurters  Tlurd  I'rlgade,  ISecoud  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  X.  C. 

Ill  the  field,  Mareli  4th,  18G5. 
General  Orders,  | 
No.  I.  i" 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders  No.  2  fro.-u  Headquarters 
Second  Divi^iion,  District  of  Beaufort,  tlie  undersip-ned  liereby  assumes  com- 
maud  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  consistinir- 
of  the  follow  in,::'  regiments  and  batteries,  viz.;:  — 

Seventeenth  .'Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twenty-lltlh  ^Nlassacliusetts 
Volunteer  Infant jy. 
Battery  ''.A,"  Third  Xew  York  Artillery  (dismounted). 
The  following-  otllcers  of  the  staff  arc  announced:  — 

laeateuaut  J,  A.  ^Vfoore,  Seventeentli  ]Massacliirsetts  Vcdnnteer  Infantry. 
Acting-  Assistant  Adjutant-General  ;;nd  Acting  Aide-dt.'-Camp ;  Lieut«'n;iiit 
Horace  Dexter,  Seventeenth  ]Massachusetts  ^'oluntt•e^  Infantry,  ActinLr  inig- 
ad.e  Quarternuister;  Assistant  Surgeon  John  T.  "WaJton,  Onediundred-au-i- 
th.ird  Peunsvlv^inia  Volunteers,  Acting  Brigade  Surgeon. 
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;  Tiio  following  will  be  the  formntlon  of  the  brigade  line  :  — 

4  Seventeenth   IMaf^^admsetts   Volunteer  Infantry,  Battery  '-'A,"  Third   Xew 

I  York  Artillery,  Twenty-Fifth  !\ras?aclrasetts  Volunteer  Infantry. 

I  *  '  Hf:NrwY  Splaine,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

f  Seventeenth  JSlassachusctts  Yohinteer  Infantry  Coniinandirnj. 

I 

I  Palmer,    for   some   reason,  was  not   ready  to  advance  tlie 

I  troops   as  early  as  tbey  were  required,  consequently  General 

f  Cox    went    uji   from    AYilniington,  and,   March   4tli,   assumed 

command,  moving  the  troops  at  once. 

I  Company    C,   siationed   at  Brice's   creek,  niarched    at  two 

t  o'clock  on  the  moj-ning  of  March  3rd,  and  at  daylight,  united 

I  with  tlie  other  companies  of  the  regim.ent  neai-  Fort  Spinola, 

J  Two  hundred    Indiana  men  of  General    Mahar's   Provisional 

I  Division  vrere  attached  to  the  Twenty-fifLli  Massachusetts,  and 

I  remaiued   thus  aiiiiched  until   tlie  arrival  at  Goldsboro',  where 

I  they  were  transferred  to  tlieir  ]'egiments  in  Sherman's  army. 

:  On    March    4th,    the   Twenty-fifLh    Massachusetts   left   New 

I  -P/erne,  and  on  the  Tth  i-eached  Vf  jse's  forks  below  Southwest 

\  creek,  and  that  night  bivouaced  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Gum  swamp 

^  in  a-  pine  grove.     At  this  point,  the  troops  of  Schoiield  joined 

I  Ruger's  Division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  marching  with  the 

I  troops  from  New  Berne.     Upon  this  advance.  Chaplain  Dodd 

accompanied  llic  regiment,  and  vv-hile  upon  the  marcli,  wrote  as 

?  follov^'s  of  the  Twenty -fifth  Massachusetts  : ; — 

^^  '"  With  this  graiid  campaigD  commences  a  new  era  in  the  history  of 

?  the   Tweutv-fifth.     Tlie  ori'jinal  three  years"  term  of  service  exinred 

'^  m   October  last.     The  record  of   the   regiment   up    to   that    time   is 

\  bright   and   iinsulhed,   second    to   none.     Everywhere    true,   prompt, 

foreiiiost  at  Koanoke  island,  at  New  Berne,  at  Goldsboro/  at  Arrow- 
|.  tit'ld  Cliurch   near  Pt,'tersburg,  where  it  so  gallantly  met  and  repulsed 

the  charge  of  the  South  Carolina   Tv/enty-tifth,  at   Drewry's  Blutf 

cheeking  the  rebel  advance,  at  Cold  Harbor  leading  tlie  brigade  in 
t  the  bloody  charge  on  the  enemy's  works,  again  at  Petersburg  on  the 

I  15th  and   iStli  of  June,  sustaining  a  galling  fire  for  hours,  and  tliere- 

afVor.  throui:h   all    tlie  summer's   heat,  persistent  in  the  trenches,  in 
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.  spite  of  exhaustion  and  sickness,  this  noble  regiment,  constituted  by 
■  volunteers  with  no  bounties  to  allure  them,  has  sustained  the  nation's 

flag  and  the  honor  of  the  old  Bay  State.     Under  the  brave  and  ener- 
'  getic  junior  otlieers  who  have  now  assumed  command,  its  future  will 

;  not  disgrace  the  past.    "We  miss  our  old  commander,  Colonel  Pickett, 

(  disabled  for  service   by  a  wound  in  battle,  and  now  mustered  out. 

I  The  retirement  of  so  spirited,  experienced  and  efficient  an  officer  is 

1  a  serious  loss   to  the  service.     All  honor  to  the  gallant  men  whose 

1  heroism  and  skill  have  sustained  and  advanced  our  cause  thns  far. 

1        *  "Ileckraan's  Star  Brigade  is  now  entirely  broken  up  and  scattered, 

;  The  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Tvv-entY-seventh  Massachusetts  and  Twenty- 

third  Massachusetts  are  here,  but  in  different  brigades. 
;  ■  "As   I   close,  the  crack  of  musketry  along  our  skirmish  line   is 

\  echoing  among  the  pines. 

j  "The    Twenty-fifth    Miissachusetts,    Captain   Samuel    Harrington, 

!  ,     is  brigaded   now  with  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  and  Butteiy 

"A"  Third  New  York  Artillery,  dismounted." 


WISES   FORKS. 

The  march  from  New  Berne  over  roads  softened  by  recent 
storms,  and  throagli  swamps  tilled  with  water,  was  very  severe. 
and  tasked  the  strength  of  the  troops  to  tlie  utmost.  But  the 
oflicers  and  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  ^vlassaclinceMs,  endured  it        ■        ^i 

all  with   the  old-time  patience,  and  reached   Wise's  forks  in  ^ 

good  spirits.                                                                      •  i 

It  was  found  that  Gcnei'al  Hoke  who  was  in  conmiand  of  >| 

the  Confederate  army  at  this  point,  an  army  that  bow  stood  ^ 

confronting   the  battalions   nnder   Schofield,   Cox   and   Kuger,  | 

w^as  determined  to  prevent  a  anion  of  these  with  the  expected  ^ 

army  of  Slierman  then  sweeping  uj>  from  the  sea.  | 

The  rebel  Hoke,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  those  wdio  served  | 

long  in  North  Carolina,  just  re<-n forced  by  troops  under  Cheat-  1 

ham,  felt  verv  strong,  aiid,  Vv-lien  the   Second  Brigade  of  our  .| 

troops,  conjmanded  by   Colonel  Upham  of  the  Fifteenth  Con-  | 
necticut  Vulnnteers,  holding  the  right /a  brigade  composed  oi' 
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\  the  Fifteentli   Conuccticiit  and  the  Twenty-seveLith  ^lassachu- 

I  setts,  ^vas  ordered  to  seize  the   crossiug  of  the   creek  on  the 

I  Dover  road,   and  attempted    to   do  so,  a  large  force   of   the  \ 

I  enemy    fell    upon    Upham's   rear,  and   seven   hundred  of    his  ! 

I  brigade  were  captured.     Finding  success  so  easy,  the  enemy  | 

I  attempted  to  work  in   between  Generals  Carter  and  Palmer,  j 

I  but  IxQger's  Division  interfered,  and  Hoke  was  checked.  t 

I  And  yet  the  enemy  was  undaunted.     Hoke  was  fighting  for  '' 

I  Eichmond.     Schofield,  a  superb  commander,  and  at  this  time  I 

I  exceedingly  fortunate  in  having  for  his  Lieutenants  such  ener- 

(  getic  oSicers  as  Cox,  Eager,  Terry  and  Carter,  was  the  proper  ; 

[  instrument  to  accomplisli  results.     Grant  selected  well,  when  -j 

I  lie   determined   that   Schofield   should  pusli  matters  in  Xorth  ■  j 

!  Carolina,  and  open  the  way  for  Sherman  to  make  a  successful  ' 

marcli    from    Atlanta    to   the  eastern    coast.     Tiie    success   of  \ 

\  Sherman  depended  upon  the  ability  of  Schofield  to  keep  the  j 

{  Confederates,  in  check  and  prevent  tliem  from  massing  against  \ 

him.     The  fall  of  Richmond,  tlie  breakimz*  of  the  shell  of  the  i 

;  Confederac}',  depended  upon  the  success  of  Sherman.     What  | 

I  vast  interests   centred   upon   our  valiant  -army   penetrating  to  **'i 

I  middle  North  Carolina !  ""  I 

-  The  army  of  Hoke  was  quite   equal  to  that  of  Schofield.  ! 

Hoke,  as  we  have  said,  was  fighting  for  Richmond,     Having  \ 

been  successful  against  tlie  Second  Brigade,  tliougii  afterwards 
checked  by  Ruger,  he  determined  upon  another  efibrt  to  drive  ' 

f  Schofieh.rs  army  back   to  the  coast.     Schofiehi  however  hehl 

\  his  divisions  well  in  hand.     He  Vv'as  himself  a  fighting  General 

',  and  he  commanded  fiiiditinsj'  men,  tlie  veterans  of  raanv  a  hard  i 

fought  field.     While  Schofield  was  possessed  of  generous  ini-  | 

'  pulses,    duty    required    that    lie   slionld    be   able    by   a  proper  ; 

discipline  of  mind,  to  mask  all   those   kindly  feelings  of  the 
Jicart    wliicli   Vrould    make    a    grand    victory  over   the  enemy 
secoudury   to   the   comfort  or   even    the    lives  of    his  soldiers. 
Every  commanding  general  who  would  win  success,  must  pos-  : 

sess  a  natural  instinct  for  fighting.     Fighting  is  his  profession, 

i 
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~  .  ■  I 

and  without  a  love  for  it,  he  had  better  be  engineering  for  a  I 

railroad  or  digging  potatoes.     The  able  author  of  the  *'  Inva-  -> 

sion  of  the    Crimea,''    (Kingiake)    declares    that   lie    who    is  | 

without  the  "  bodily  ardor  "  for  fighting  is  without  the  quality'  -J" 

of  a  general,  and  goes  on  to  say  : — ■ 

"For  warfare  is  so_ anxious  and  complex  a  business,  that,  against 
every  vigorous  movement  heaps  of  reasons  can  forever  be  found  : 
and  if  a  man  is  so  cold  a  lover  of  battle  as  to  have  no  stranger  guide 
than  the  poor  balance  of  the  arguments  and  counter  arguments  whicli 
he  addresses  to  his  troubled  spirit,  his  mind,  driven  first  one  way  and 
then  another,  will  oscillate,  or  even  revolve,  turning  miserably  on  its 
own  axis  and  making  no  movement  straight  forward." 

Sir  Colin  Campbell,  coramanding  the  Guards  Brigade  at  the 
battle  of  the  Alma,  illustrated  the  characteristics  of  a  true 
soldier,  wlien,  upon  hearing  the  remark  that  if  he  put  the 
brigade  over  the  Alma,  'Uhe  Guards  will  be  destroyed;" 
replied  —  "It  is  better,  sir,  that  every  man  of  Her  Majesty's 
Guards  should  lie  dead  upon  the  lield,  than  that  they  should 
now  turn  their  backs  upon  the  enemy." 

Would"  it  be  too  severe  a  criticism  to  say  that  some  of  our 
comnianders  subordinated  whatever  "  bodily  ardor  "  for  fight- 
ing they  possessed,  to  that  other  fueling,  fatal  to  success — 
desire  to  spare  the  troops  from  the  enemy's  bullets  ?  Armies 
can  win  victory  only  by  fighting  for  it.  A  commanding  orticer 
can  never  gain  applause  for  liimself  or  success  for  the  cause, 
except  it  be  over  fields  of  gore  —  over  iields  where  fall  his 
bravest  men  and  most  loved  comrades. 

Neither  Schofield  or  Hoke,  now  pitted  against  each  other  in 
North  Carolina,  lacked  any  of  the  '•  bodily  ardor  "  for  fighting. 
Grant,  watching  tlie  field  from  the  nortli,  and  Sin^rnuiu  march- 
ing   up   from    the    south,   were    equally    impetuous — e<pudly^ 
determined. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  [1865]  the  Twenty-fifth  M:is>achu- 
setts    was   conunamled     l)y    Captain     Harrington.      The    tw'> 
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luindrcd    Indiana   men    were   still    attaclied    to    tlie  regiment. 

and   were  great   favorites   with  our  Eastern   veterans.     Upon 

this   day,  the   brigade  of  Splainc  oceiipred   the  extreme  left  of 

tlie  Union  Ihie.     Captain  Tucker  liad  eonimand  of  the  brigade  j 

line    of   skirmisliers,  while  .  Captain    Arthur   P.   Forbes    com-  ] 

manded  Company  D,  upon  the  skirmish  line.     It  was  this  line 

of  skirmishers  whicli  was  to  receive  the  first  shock  of  Hoke's 

impending   onslaught,   for   Hoke,  vratchful    for   victory,   deter-  [ 

mined   tliai   the  time   liad  come   when    the    Confederate   army  i 

massed    behind    Southwest    creek,    near    "Wise's    forks,    could  \ 

break   the   Union   line   and   disperse   tlie    tlireatening  army  of 

Schofield. 

The  brigades  of  the  enemy  made  a  sudden  attack,  and  so 
little  was  it  expected  at  the  moment  it  was  delivered,  that  the  '  . 
horses  at  tlie  artillery  park  w^erc  not  in  harness.  A  road  lead- 
ing directly  to  this  T)ark,  was  covered  by  that  portion  of  the 
'  skirmish  line  commanded  by  Forbes.  lie  held  that  road  with 
a  stubborn  iirmness  which  undoubtedly  saved  tlie  artillery,  at 
all  events  it  gave  the  artillerists  time  to  get  the  pieces  into 
position.  The  brigade  line  of  skirmishers  urider  Tucker, 
^  rallied  bravely  fi-om  the  first  surprise,  and  held  the  advanced 

'  line  for  some  time  against  overwhelming  masses  of  the  enemy, 

^  but  w"ere   liiially   compelled    to   I'ctire.     Forlics  was  seriously    , 

|.  wounded  in  die  neck  early  in  the  action,  but  remained  on  the 

f  field  leading  and  encouraging  his  men,  until,  weak  from  the 

I  loss  of  blood,  Tucker  dii-ected  some  of  ilie  men  to  remove  him 

r  carefully  to  ilie  rear.     It  was  at  this  time  tliat  our  troops  fell 

f  back,  and  had  not  some  of  the  skii'uushers  taken  the  wounded 

I  officer  in  their  arms,  he  must  have  been  cajjtured  by  the  enemy. 

I  Tliis  serious  wound  which   nearly  ended  his  lii'e,  closed  his  ser- 

I  ^vice,  he  being  mustered-out  for  disability  by  order  of  the  War 

\  Pepartment,  June   2''^'th,  ISGo.     Turing  the   war  he   liad  ren- 

i  dered  efficieJit  service  upon  the  stall's  of  Generals  Ord,  Weitzel, 

f  Ames  and  Heckman.     Since  the  war  he  has  engaged  in  business 

I'  in  ilie  citv  of  St.  Louis. 
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DriviDg  in  our  skirmish  line,  the  enemy  charged  with  great    . 
I       *  vigor  upon  our  main  body  of  troops,  concealed  behind  extem- 

porized breastworks,  hastily  tlirown  up  the  day  before  with  tin 
,  cups  and  plates,  instead  of  shovels. 

;                             The  Twenty-fifth  and   Seventeenth  Massachusetts  held  the  I 

.;                         extreme   left  of   the  line,  and    received    a    charo-e  and  most  I 

I                         galling  fire  from  one  of  Hoke's  brigades.     Rugers   Division  I 

holding  the  centre,  fought  with  great  gallantry.  .1' 

After  several  charges,  satisfied  he  could  not  ilafik  the  Union  | 

troops  or  pierce  tlie  Federal  lines  at  any  point,  Hoke  suddenly  .| 

withdrew  li'om  our  fi'orit,  with  a  loss,  as  rej)orted  by  Schofield,  | 

of  one  thousand  five  hundred  men.     The  Union  loss  was  three  1 

hundred.  ^ 

A   few  days  after  this  decisive  battle,  which  proved  to  be  | 

the  last  in  which  tlie  Tvs-enty-liftli  MasFachusetls  was  engaged,  ;| 

General  Carter  promulgated  the  following  General  Order: —  | 

Head(|narter.s  Second  Division,  District  of  Eeauforl-,  X.  C,  1 

111  rlie  field,  lUnvh  13th,  1S65.  | 

General  FieM  Orders,  }                                                                                       "  I 

yo.5.                (                                          ...  1 

The  General  commanding  desires  to  exjiress  hi^:  tliauks  "^ 

to  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command  for  tlieir  gallantry  in  the  action  of  the  1 

loth  instant — v/hich  v,ith  the  cooperation  of  a  portion  of  the  hrave  men  of  the  i| 

IVentv-lhird  Corns,  repi.ihsed  a  r^e-verc  attack  of  tlie  eueniv  wiio  adva'sced   in  i 

snperior  force,  confident  of  tuniinu-  our  left.     Tlie  veteran  troop,^  of  Sherman's  "'3 

army,  and  the  old  Army  oi  the  I'otomac,  vied  with  each  other  in  coolness  and  ^ 

.steadiness,  v.hile  the  recruits  ^v]lo  were  noAv  for  tlie  hrst  time  uudt.'r  fire,  ex-  | 

hluited  a    spirit  of  emnhiiion  v^hich  promises  to  make  t'.iem  tlie  eipials  cif  the  S 

Acteraius  of  so  many  helds.     'Fhe  General  trusts  tliat  the  campaign  thns  anspic-  I 

iously  opened,  may  keep  brigiit  tlie  reputation  which  the  Second  ]')ivisioii  lias  ^| 

already  gained.  '% 

By  command    of  ^ 

Briaadier-General  S.  V.  CAr.xKK.  .^ 

H.   H.  Thomas  A.  A.  C                                 "  | 

[OFFICTAl,.]  I 

J.  A.  Moore,  Captain  and  J...1..-1.  G. 

Jluke  njtreated  to  the  Neuse  river,  and  crossing,  burned  the 

r,  bridge   behind   liim.     Oil    tiie  night  of  tlie   10th   (Marcii)  tlie 

di\ision   of    Genei-al    Concli    joined    Scliolield,  and    the  latter 
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'v  moved  forward  in  pursuit  of  Hoke.     Reaching  ilie  river,  the 

\  bridge  was  foiiad  to  be  destroyed,  wlierenpon  Schiofiehl  set  to 

I  work  to  rei)uild  the  same.     Having  no  pontoons  (witli  whicli 

I  he  should  have   been   provided)   his  army  was   compelled  to 

%  remain  idle  until  the  14th.     At  that  time  the  troo[»s  crossed 

I.  the  river  and  occupied  Kinston. 

Sherman  was  hasteiiing  up  as  fast  as  possible.     On  the  12th 
|:  of  Llarch  he  was  at  Fayettesville,  N.  C,  and  there  received  a 

^  message  from  Schofield,  sent  by  a  special  courier  who  escaped 

I  many  dangers  in  reaching  the  daring  chieftain.    "  Iloke  con- 

I  tinned   moving,  hoping   to  join    General   Johnston,  who  was 

^'  concentrating    the    Confederate    army    on    the    road    between 

Raleigh  and  Smithfield. 

On   March   21st,  the  army  of  Schofield  entered  Goldsboro', 

meetiiig  with  no  general  opposition,  and  on  the  nexi   day  was 

joined  there  by  the  troops  of  Terry  vrho  had  marched  up  from 

I  Wilmington,     On   the  same    day  tlie   great   army  of   Sherman , 

r  tired    and   weary  from   its   long   march,  came    into   tlie   same 

%  vicinity  and   into  communication  with   Schofield.     .V  few  days 

!  afior  Sherman's  approach,  the  railroad  connecting  Goldsboro' 

^  with  tlic  sea  at  Morehead  City,  was  fully  repaired,  over  which 

supplies    for    the    concentrated    arrnies   could    be    received    as 

reqiiired.     The   army  now  united,  amounted   to   an  aggrep:ate 

of  about   sixty  thousand   men  of  oil  arms,  by   far  t<>o  Itu'ge   a 

'  force   for  Johnston   to   successfully   o[)pose,   and   so,   after  the 

!  battle   of    Avera^boro'    (March    IGth)    vritli    Shermnn's   army, 

't  and   the   severe  battle  of  Eentonville,   (March   lOlh)  tlie  Con- 

I  federates    fell    back    to    Smithheld    where    they    assumed    the 

J  defensive.     xVfter    tfiis,   during    the    remainder    of   the    month 

I  and  into   April,  the  cavalry  was   busy,  doing  great  damage  in 

I  many  localities. 

f  On  March  28rd,  Captain  Tucker  having  received  a  commis- 

I  sioQ   from    the   Governor   of  Massachusetts,   was   mustered   as 

I  Lieutenant-Colonel,   to    date   from    January    1st,  IStJo.     I.ieu- 

tena?it-Colon.el    Tucker    assumed    command    of    tlic    regiment, 
i  and    v>as   licartilv  congratulated   l)y   Captain    Harrinulrui. 
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Tucker,  immcdlalely  after,  received  a  commission  as  Colonel, 
to  date  from  January  lOtli,  18G5,  on  which  however,  he  could 
not  be  mustered  because  the  aggregate  fell  below  the  minimum 
of  eight  hundred  and  two  men. 

Captain  Harringion  at  the  sainc  time  received  a  commission 
as  Lieutenant-Colonel,  r.pon  which  he  was  not  mustered  for  the 
same  reason. 

These  oflicers  wlio  had  thus  alternately  commanded  the 
regiment,  were  distinguished  for  their  bravery  at  all  timet^, 
and  nien  who  are  brave,  who  have  tented  together  and  stood 
shoulder  to  shonlder  ii|)0n  many  bloody  fields,  could  under  no 
circumstance  of  dijlerence,  antagonize  each  other.  Therefore, 
whether  commanding  or  subordinate,  tliey  were  fi'iends. 


COLONEL    JAMES    TUCKER. 

James  Tucker,  tlie  youngest  commissioiied  Colonel  in  the 
regiment,  evinced  a  love  for  military  science  in  early  lii'e, 
and  when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  [ISo-f]  obtained  the 
consent  of  his  parents  to  nnite  with  a  military  organization 
of  Boston,  and  joined  the  Fifth  Ivegiment  of  Artillery,  then 
acting  as  infantry,  uiider"  command  of  the  late  General  Robert 
Cowdin.  It  was  not  lung  that  lie  vvaited  for  promotion,  for, 
npon  the  iirst  parade  of  the  regiment  afler  his  connectuin  ^\i[h 
it,  he  held  a  commij;sion  as  Fonrth-Lien tenant  of  the  conjpaiiy 
to  wliicli  he  was  attached,  and  tliis  vras  n|)un., the  occasion  v,'hen 
the  militia  was  called  out  by  superior  au.Lhorlty,  to  assist 
in  returning  Anthony  ]:^urns,  a  fugitive  from  slaveiy,  w]i«;> 
had  been  successfully  hunted  down  u])on  the  h'eo  soil  of 
2ilassachusetts. 

Yovjng  Tucker  coritinued  actively  identified  with  tlie  militia 
of  Boston  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  v;ar,  when  lie  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Conijiany  1),  under  tlie  late  Captain  Alliert 
IX)dd,  which  united  Vv'itli  tlie  Third  Battalion  of  Riik-^s,  ]MaJor 
Devens.  After  ids  enlistment,  he  was  promoted  to  bo  First- 
Sergeurit  of  his  com|)any. 
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Duriiig  tliis  service  of  tlirec  moiiths,  he  was  presented  by  his 
company  in  Ikiltimore,  with  an  elegant  sword,  indicating  the 

high  regard  entertained  for  him.  by  the  men  of  tlie  company.  i 

Before    the    discharge  of   the   battalion,  he   was  offered    a  • 

captaincy  in  the  Xincteentii  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  after  .  j 

his  rnnster  out,  was  solicited  to  accept  a  captain's  commission  j 

in  the  Twenty-second  Massachnsetts,  both  of  which  ofiers  he  ] 

declined,  preferring   to   unite   his   fortunes  Avith  other  ofiicers  [■. 


\  i  of  the  Tlurd  Eattalion,  wlio  were  about  to  cncrage  in  recraitinii- 

A  coo 

T  the  Twenty-hfth  Massaclmsetts  Volunteers.     In   this  regiment 

I  he  was  commissioned  First-Lieutenant,  and  his  honorable  record 

>   r  is  fully  ijoted  in  these  pages.     After  the  war  closed,  Colonel 

;'  Tucker   commenced  a  successfid   business    career  in    Boston, 

f  and    is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hawthorne  k  Tucker, 

"J  Phmibers,  on   Pj-ovincc  street. 

jl  'On  the  Twenly-fifth  of  Marcli,  the  armies  of  Sherman  and 

J  Schohcld  united.     It  may  as  well  be  admitted,  that  until  this 

iuncture  was  made,  an  uneasy  feeling  had  fastened  u])on  the 
troo])S  of  Schofield,  for  the  danger  was  imminent.     The  troops 
^  intrenched   as  well   as  they  could,  witliout  sufficient  tools  to 

work  with.     Lieutenant  ^Seagrave  of  the  Tweuty-fiftli  Massa- 
chusetts was  sent  out  to  forage  for  spades  and  axes.     He  was 
ordered   to   give   receipls   for   all    he   took,   but   he   found   tlio 
.^4  ovrners  so  very  bitter  against   the  Yaid-:ees,  t'nat  lie  tooh  and 

'■^  receipted  not.     He  was  able  to  return  with  a  largo  supply  of 

'>  tools,  wliicli  were  made  useful  in  the  work  of  intrenching. 

'•  On  tlie  2nd   of  April,  the  very   pleasant  connection  of  the 

f:  Twenty-fifth  Massacliusetts  Volunteers  v^ith  the  bi'igade  under 

I->^  Colonel   Splaine  was   brought   to   a   close,  tlie  regiment  being 

'i  assigned  by  the  following  Order  to  General  Tlionuis'  Brigade 

\  of  Buger's  Division  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 

i  Headquarters  Tweuty-ihinl  Army  Corj's, 

I  GoMsboro',  X.  C,  Ai.ril  ■2\\^\,  iSGj. 

§  Sperial  Orilt-rs.  \ 

TSo.    I.  )  p:XTUVCT.] 

IV.     Tlif  'J'weiitv-fifih  Ma.<-a;!'U.^<as  Volnutccr  Iuf;uitry  havin-- 
been  'iii^i^iuiuil  to  tlie  Tu  outy-tliird  Army  Cor}).-  by  Special  Onlors  Xo  T.),  par.  I., 
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from  Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina,  is  hereby  assigned  to  tlie 
Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  and  will  report  for 
duty  without  delay. 

By  command  of 

Major-General  Cox. 
Theo.  Cox,  Major  and  A.  A.  G. 
[orriciAL.] 
Geo.  W.  Buttekfield,  Lievtenant  and  A.  A.  A.  G. 

That  order  was  received  at  nine  o'clock,  i\  m.,  and  the 
regiment  was  required  to  report  at  Mosely  Hallj  easterly  of 
Goldsboro'  some  twenty-seven  railes,  at  nine  o'clock  the  next 
inorning.  Tucker  hastened  the  march  and  reached  Mosely 
Hall  at  the  time  appointed,  and  received  a  veiy  flattering- 
reception  froni  General  Thonjus  and  other  Western  officers. 

The  brigade  was  made  up  of  the  following  regiments ; 
One-liimdred-and-seveuty-fourth  and  {3ue-handred-and-sevenry- 
eighth  Ohio  Tolunteers,  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteers  and 
the  Twenty-hfth  Massachusetts  Tolunteers. 

On  the  9th  of  April  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  retui'ned 
to  Goldsboro',  and  on  the  10th  of  April,  Sherman  commenced 
his  last  ofieusivc  movement.  Upon  reaching  Smithiield  it  was 
found  that  Johnston's  army  was  in  retreat  towards  IJillsboro'. 
At  Smithiield  [xVpril  11th]  Sliermau  hicard  of  the  surrender 
of  Lee.  He  immediaiely  pushed  on  after  Joimston,  and  on  ilie 
14th,  received  a  note  fi'om  the  latter,  asking  for  a  temporaj-y 
suspension  of  active  operations.  Slierman  made  a  favorable 
reply,  stating  that  lie  would  hidt  his  advance  at  Morrisville,  a 
few  miles  west  of  Raleigh.  (The  Tv/enty-hfth  Massachusetis 
i-emained  in  Raleigh,  until  May  8rd.)  On  the  ITtli  of  A})ril 
the  two  comir.andcrs  met  at  Dai-Juun's  station,  half-way  between 
Raleigh  and  Iliilsboro',  an.d  on  the  18th  of  April  a  memo- 
randum of  agieement  was  signed  by  Sherman  and  Johnston, 
drawn  up  in  such  manner  as  to  yield  to  the  Confederates 
all  that  had  been  in  dispute  during  the  vrar,  and  v.hieh 
was  prompily  rejected  i)y  tliC  government  at  AVashington. 

It  is  claimed  thai  General  Shcnmin  consented  to  the  mem- 
orainlum  for  the  }iui-p'0se  of  gaining  time,  and  with  no  idea  I  lie 
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terms  would  be  approved.  On  the  11th  of  April,  President 
Lincoln  was  assassinated  at  Washington,  and  an  attempt  also 
made  upon  the  life  of  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  also 
upon  that  of  his  son,  Frederick  ^Vm.  Seward.  The  assassina- 
tion of  the  President  increased  the  intensity  of  public  feeling 
and  complicated  any  advance  made  towards  a  settlement  of 
difficulties. 

Lieutenant-Gcneral   Grant  reached   Sherman's  headquarters 
on  the  day  fixed  by  the  latter  for  a  grand  review  of  his  whole 
I  arnw  at  Paleigh.     Grant  arrived  during,  and  participated  in 

I  tlie   review.     It  is   remembered   with  lively   satisfaction,  that 

I  when  the  veterans  of  the  Twenty-fifth  ]\Iassachusetts  marched 

I  opposite  the  brilliant  array  of  General  and  StaiY  officers,  the 

I  battalion  received  a  hearty  round  of  ap|»lanse  for  its  splendid 

f  marching  qualities.     The  Twenty-tlurd  Corps  had  the  right  of 

I  the  line,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  held  the  right  of 

I  that  corps. 

.1  After  this  revievv',  Sherman,  under  the  instructions  of  Grant, 

t 

I  notified  Johnston  of  the  decision  of  the  government,  that  the 

i  ■    truce  would  close  in  forty-eight  hours,  and  demanded  an  imme- 

f  diate   surrender  of   his   army.     The   cor])S  commanders  were 

I  ordered  to  move  against  Johnston  on  the  2Gth.  j 

I  Johnston  a-kcd   iln;  another  oufcronce,  ^hieli  request  vas  | 

granted,  and  ihe  two  eonnnanders  met  at  the  liouse  of  James  | 

Bennett,  near  Durham's  station,  on  the  26th  of  April.     At  this  | 

conference,  Johnston  consented  to  the  same  terms  of  capituhi-  i 

tion  tliat  were  ap;reed  to  by  General  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  | 

iloase.     Johnston  surrendered  about  twenty-five  thousand  men,  | 

one   hundred   and   eight   pieces   of   artillery   and   some   hf[cen  | 

thousand    small    arms.      Th.is    included    Joluiston's    command,  '; 

xccpting    Wade    Hanqiton    and    some    of    his    cavalry,    who. 


"f  refusing  to  surrender,  rode  otY  to  join  Jeff  Davir^. 
'I  The   Twenty-iifth   .MassachusL-tts   liaviug   cnau-ged    from   the 

S  toils  of  active  war  duties,  marclied  to  G]-eensboro',  and  thence 

^  bv  rail  to  Charlotte,  X.  C,  anivir.g  there  :May  loth,  where  it 
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remained  for  guard  and  such  otlier  duty  as  the  exigency  of 
the  service  required.  While  there,  early  in  July,  Lieutenant 
Charles  C.  Murdoch,  having  been  commissioned  and  mustered 
as  Captain,  Avas  assigned  to  the  conmiand  of  Company  A ; 
Second-Lieutenant  Lyman  F.  Hooker,  commissioned  and  mus- 
tered as  First-Lieutenant,  was  assigned  to  the  command  .of 
Company  D  :  and  Quartermaster-Sergeant  John  Simonds,  com- 
m.issioned  and  mustered  as  Second-Lieutenant,  was  assigned  to 
Company  C  for  duty. 

At  Charbtte,  the  Twenty-fiiUi  Massachusetts  had  a  camp 
just  outside  the  town,  and  here  our  tired  soh:]icrs  found  rest  — 
rest  at  the  end  of  weary  nutrches  and  anxious  bivouacs. 

In  that  pleasant  town,  the  shire  of  Mechlcnburg  County, 
they  found  a  pleasant  military  home — no  more  wars'  alarms  — 
pickets  to  the  lear  I 

Charlotte  is  south  and  west  of  the  centre  of  North  Carolina, 
located  upon  Little  Sugar  creek,  a  tribuiai'v  of  the  Catawba 
river  tliat  flows  soutlierly,  and,  uniting  itself  Avith  tlic  Santee 
river,  merges  its  waters  witli  those  of  the  Atlantic,  many  miles 
nortli  of  Charleston. 

Charlotte  has  been  celebrated  for  its  mines  of  gold,  and  tlio 
United  States  government  establislied  a  mint  there.  The  town 
v;us  celebrated  also,  more  than  a  century  ago,  for  its  golden 
mine  of  revolutionary  patriots.  Two  gold  mines  in  one  locality. 
So  too,  it  was  distinguished,  if  that  could  distinguish  it,  as  being 
for  a  brief  time  the  military  residence  and  headquarters  of  Lord 
CoruAvallis,  commanding  the  British  army. 

The  inhabitanls  of  the  Carolinas  were  generally  united  in 
sustaining  the  patriot  cause,  and,  under  Sumter,  Rutherford 
and  others,  rendered  valiant  service  to  Generals  Gates  and 
Greene,  in  checking  the  ad\ai*(je  of  the  British  under  Cui'u- 
Asallis  nnd  Tarleton. 

Charlotte  derives  its  greater  significance  in  revolurionnry 
l'5^i«.»rv',  as  being  the  town  vrlicre  was  held  the  Mecklenburi.:- 
C'iimty    Convention,   from    wh.ieh,   in    ^Jay,   1775,  issued    Ui'' 


,L 


>    \n{\    'U:     :\\\,.'\: 


rr 


WEARING   THE  BLUE.  425 

first  Declaration  of  American  ladependerice.  That  first  decla- 
ration sent  to  Philadelpliia,  found  the  delegates  in  Congress, 
not  prepared  for  so  bold  a  step.  Samuel  Adams  and  Benjamin 
Franklin,  among  the  great  leaders  of  that  day,  stood  almost 
alone  for  Independence. 

The  majority  in  Congress  at  that  time,  believed  in  recon- 
ciliation. Thej  saw  the  great  chasm  between  England  and 
America,  ar.d  helped  to  make  it.  They  believed  in  shaking 
liands  over  it  1  The  Mecklenburg  declaration  came  too  soon. 
Ideas  often  come  before  their  time.  They  are  smothered. 
And  so  this  early  declaration  was  smothered,  the  North 
Carolina  delegates  accojnplishing  it  in  a  delicate  way,  by  a 
joint  letter  to  the  Mecklenburg  patriots,  complimenting  tlrem 
upon  their  patriotism,  and  expressing  a  belief  that  the  wliole 
continent  v/ould  soon  follow  their  example,  if  the  grievances 
I  complained  of  were  not  speedily  redi-essed.     They  were  not 

I  redressed,  and  Fhiiadelphia,  representing  the  United  Colonies, 

I  during  the  succeeding  year,  (1776)  followed  the  Mecklenburg 

I  patriots  in   giving  to  the   vv'orld  the  immortal  Declaration  of 

f  American  Independence. 

I  While  the  Twcnty-fiftli  Massachusetts  had  a  camp  inside  the 

I  town,  as  we  have  stated,  the  entire  Twenty-third  Corps  was  in 

I  the  vicinity  of  Cliarlottc.     During  some  of  th.e   time,  Colonel 

%  Tucker  was  the  Post  Coimnnndant,  but  during  the  greater  part 

of  the  time  at  Charlotte,  Tucker  commanded  Thomas'  Brigade, 
^  General  Thomas  commandinQ:  tiie  Division,  the  command  of  ttie 


Twenty-iifih  ]\lassachusetts  devolving  upon  Lieutenant-Colunel  \ 

Harrington,  who,  previous  to  this  had  served  u[)on  division  and  { 

brio-ade  staffs.  \ 

j 

]\Iany  of  the   details   for   forage  duty  were  made  from  tlie  i 

Twenty-fifih,  and  one  detail  of  a  Lieutenant  (Seagrave)  and  | 

fiftv  men   was  ordered   to  I'cport  to  tlie   department  quarter-  ; 
master  for  duty.     That  duty  was  to  convoy  tlie   rebel  archives 
from    Chariotte    to   Raleigh,    a    distance   of  sixty   miles.     At 
Raleidi,  Lieutenant  Reairrave  turned  the  papers  over  to  Qqw- 
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eral  Schofield,  who  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  raanner  in 
wlvich  the  duty  w^as  performed,  and  the  ap}>earancc  of  the 
men,  that, lie  offered  to  send  the  detail  to  Washington  to  join 
the  Grand  Review.  For  many  reasons,  one  good  one  being, 
that  the  men  not  liaving  been  paid  oft\  had  empty  poekets, 
the  proflered  honor  was  declined. 

Before  Wise's  forks,  the  Western  soldiers  looked  with  some 
little  feeling  of  jealousy  upon  the  Twenty-fjftli  and  other 
Eastern  soldiers — but,  after  they  liad  bec:u  with  them  on  a 
march,  and  fo'ind  tliem  thei?'  equals  upon  the  road  —  after 
they  beheld  their  undaunted  courage  at  Yfisc's  forks,  all  un- 
kind feeling  was  removed,  and  there  was  no  place  too  good 
for  the  ^^tlassacliusetts  soldiers. 


m 


'^^ 


\ 


1  ^  -Tw  \  J 


-~.)TJ^ 


4  ,' 


C..ri)-lGEO.  AV.  Bi;Ku-ti 


*^;. 


X 


Corp'l  F.  A>-TjKE\Vi 


./ 


HknkY  a.  1!):osvm: 


N.  ToLi:rf:i.i.')Tn:. 


CuMPAN'V    D. 


l!d^,tjj><  Priniiij  C\ 


i  I 


CHAPTEE    XXII. 

liEVIEW  '0?  MOVEMENTS  OX  THE  JAMES  IlIVER  —  FIVE  FORKS 
—  APPOMATTOX  — -  THE  SHELL  BROKEN  —  FINAL  MUSTER 
OUT. 


C«s^^^>AYlNG  witnessed  the  ilnal  aiinilillatio]!  of  Johnston's 
^;""'1a  army  in  North  Carolina,  after  the  successful  union  of 
k^'^V'J  tiie  armies  of  Shcnnan  and  Schofield,  let  us  return  to 
tlic  annics  of  the  Potomac  and  James,  wliere  we  left  them  in 
September,  IST)-!,  holding  the  positions  at  Petersburg  and  Ber- 
muda Hundreds.  During  the  ^YinLer,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  General  x>icade.  held  the  Weldon  railroad,  and  the  Army 
of  the  James  under  General  E.  0.  C.  Ord,  guarded  the  lines  at 
Lermuda  Hundreds,  and  also  oocuoied  a  stroiig  position  on  llie 
left  bank  of  the  James  river,  throwing  fc)rward  its  pickets  very 
near  Richmond. 

Hurino'  the  month  of  December,  ISG-i,  the  Confederate  naval 
vessels  [three  iron-clads  and  five  wooden  steamers]  came  down 
the  river  and  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  divide  tlie  Union 
forces  upon  the  two  sides  of  the  James.  The  obstructions  at 
Dutch  gap  were  broken,  an>d  some  of  the  vessels  passed  through, 
but  tlie  l>reivr;i,  cnrrying  tvv'o  guns,  grounded,  was  abandoned, 
and  finally  bloum  up  by  a  siiell  from  oue  of  our  batteries.  The 
afl'air  lasted  all  tlie  day,  but  at  night  tiie  Confederate  vesbcls 
were  withdrawn,  ami  nnjvcd  up-  tiie  rivei'. 
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On  the  otli  of  Februaiy,  18G5,  a  iiiovemcrit  Avas  made  on  the 
left  of  our  lines  at  Petersburg,  its  object  being  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  the  Southside  railroad,  which,  if  secured,  would  cut 
off  the  means  of  furnishing  Petersburg  with  supplies.  The 
Fifth  Corps  under  Yfarren,  and  the  Second  nndcr  Humphreys, 
and  Gregg's  Cavalry,  was  the  force  engaged.  There  was  some 
severe  fighting  vliich  resulted  at  last  in  the  extension  of  our 
lines  to  Hatcher's  Kuu. 

About  the  njiddlc  of  Februaiy,  Sheridan  moved  with  some 
ten  thousand  troopers,  upon  a  roid  against  the  Confederate 
connnunications  north  of  Riclimond,  intending  to  strike  Lynch- 
burg, if  possible.  Tlie  First  Division  was  commanded  by 
General  Merritt,  and  the  Third  was  under  General  George  A. 
Custer.  j\Iovirig  vm  Staunton,  tliey  found  Early  at  Waynes- 
boro', whe]"e  Custer  paid  his  respects  to  him  witli  his  usual 
impetuosity.  Early  had  twenty-live  liundred  troops  and  Custer 
made  prisoners  of  sixteen  hundred  of  tliem.  Yla  also  took 
eleven  guns,  seventeen  battle  flogs  and  two  hundred  loaded 
wagons.  Early  was  finislied.  Custer  ended  the  military  career 
of  Eai'ly,  who,  drawing  about  him  wliatever  was  left  of  his 
cloak,  rode  rapidly  away.  Sliei-ii-hin  destroyed  bridges,  facto- 
ries, depots  and  railroads,  but,  believing  Lynchburg  too  strong 
ior  snccessfid  nfiack,  he  pushed  columns  in  diflerent  directions, 
passing  behind  Lee's  army  to  White  House  on  tlie  Pamunky 
river,  and  thence  to  the  Army  of  the  James. 

Tlie  everits  crowding  upon  him  so  ra])idly,  satisfied  Lee  that 
he  must  make  a  retreat  from  Petersburg  and  Kichmond.  He 
determined  to  retreat  into  Nortli.  Carolina  and  unite  his  army 
with  that  of  Johnston.  His  plan  was,  to  make  a  general  attack 
upon  the  lines  confronting  Petersburg  to  mask  a  movement  in 
retreat,  whicli  lie  intended  should  be  down  the  line  of  the 
Sou  ill  side  railroad. 

Grant  in  the  meantime,  determined  upon  a  general  attack  on 
the  "20t]i  of  ^larch,  and  issut^d  instructions  to  Generals  ^leade, 
Ord  and  Sheridan,  for  the  movement. 
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At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  JMarcli  25t]i5  Lee  opened 
by  an  assault  upon  T^'ort  Steadman,  wliich  was  captured,  and  its 
guns,  taken  almost  -svitliout  a  strug;o-le,  were  turned  upon  neigh- 
lioring  batteries.  This  was  Lee's  golden  opportunity.  Such 
an  one  does  not  occur  often,  but  now  it  did,  and  had  the  Con- 
federates moved  to  the  hill  and  crowned  it  v,-ith  their  guns,  it  is 
difficult  to  say  what  might  have  happened  of  disastei'  to  our 
army.  Happily  tlie  enemy  did  not  see  the  opportunity,  or  if 
they  did,  it  was  not  seized.  Nov/  came  up  Hartranft's  Division 
of  the  Ninth  Corps.  They  rushed  to  the  assault,  pouring 
in  a  murderous  fire.  The  Confederates  recoiled  —  nineteen 
hundred  men  surrendered  —  Fort  Steadman  was  retaken,  and 
then  General  Meade,  seeing  his  opportunity,  ordered  an  ad- 
vance of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  along  the  front  of  their 
lines,  on  the  left  of  Fort  Steadman,  The  Confederate  picket 
line  was  seized  and  held,  and  then  Lee  discovered  that  his 
game  was  up. 

On  the  morn.ing  of  ^Larch  29th,  Grant  commenced  his  grand 
movemenl  to  Hank  the  Confederate  right  and  gain  possession  of 
the  Souths] de  road. 

Sheridan  and  his  troopers  marched  down  the  Jerusalem 
Plank  road,  and  pushed  on  to  Dinwiddle  Court  House,  which 
vras  a  few  miles  in  front  of  Five  Forks,  the  key  to  tlie  Southside 
road. 

The  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  crossed  Rov\'anty  creek  and 
moved  along  the  Quaker  road.  Warren  first  met  tlio  Con- 
federate line  of  battle,  and  a  severe  contest  ensued.  Sheridan 
intended,  according  to  the  prearranged  plan,  to  cut  away  from 
the  army  on  the  morning  of  March  30th,  and  make  a  raid  on 
the  Southside  and  Danville  railroads.  But  Grant  concluded 
upon  a  dilTerent  movement,  and  wrote  to  Sheridan,  saying — 

•'I  want  to  end  tliC  matter  if  possible,  before  going  t)ack.  Leave 
the  railwnvs  at  present;  push  around  the  enemy  in  tlie  morning  (of 
the  oOtli)  and  get  to  his  rertr,  and  we  will  act  all  together,  as  one 
aruu',  until  we  >hall  ?ce  wh:\t  can  be  done  with  the  forces  beiore  us." 
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Consequently  Sheridan  sent  a  part  of  liis  cavalry  to  Five 
Forks  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  arid  they  were  driven  back, 
drenched  also  with  a  severe  rain  storm  that  for  two  days  had 
been  deepening  the  mud  and'dampening  the  ardor  of  the  troops 
for  active  service. 

Lee  determined  that  the  rain  storm  should  not  keep  him  > 
quiet.  He  had  left  Longstreet's  Corps  (eight  thousand)  on 
the  north  side  of  the  James,  unaware  that  most  of  Ord's  troops 
had  come  to  the  Petersburg  front.  Mahon's  Division  was  in 
front  of  the  small  force  vre  had  in  the  Bermuda  Hundreds 
trenches,  while  the  divisions  of  Pickett,  Wilcox  and  Johnson, 
with  what  there  was  left  of  Ewell's  Coi^ps,  held  the  Confederate 
lines  before  Petersburg.  Lee  concentrated  some  fifteen  thou- 
sarid  troops,  and  Fitzhugh  Lee's  Cavalry,  in  front  of  the  Second 
and  Fifth   Corps  on  our  exti^eme  left.     The   Confederates  fell  | 

with  a  terrible  onslaught  upon  the  Fifth  Corps,  almost  crushing  | 

the  divisions  of  Ay  res  and  Crawford.     The  onset  was  like  the  | 

last  flickering  of  a  candle  light  —  the  candle,  burned  down  to  :| 

its  socket,  flashed  up  with  unwonted  brilliancy.     But  it  was  1 

momentary.      Griffin's    Division    moved   forward,    and    put   a  | 

clieck  upon   the   Confederates.     Tlie   enemy   fought   witli    the  I 

desperation  of  despair,  and  no  iliir  mail  can  inn  i:o  give  them       .  | 

credit  for  all  the  dash  and  bravery  that  any  good  soldier  can  !| 

claim.  ^ 

Warren  now  took  the   oiTensive.     The   Confederates   wc]-e  ,| 

driven  behind  their  earthworks  on  the  White  Oak  road.  | 

Slieridan  held  tlie  Five  Forks,  and  Lee  sent  the  divisions  of  -] 

Pickett  and  Johnson  to  regain  the  position.     The  lighting  was 
severe,  and  Sheridan  was  Irarled  back  to  Dinwiddie. 

On  the  morning  of  April  1st  the  Confederates  retreated  from 
the  front  of  the  cavalry  at  Dinwiddie,  and  Sh.n-idan  pursued 
them.  Our  forces  regained  Five  Forks,  and  at  four  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  made  a  general  assault  upon  the  enemy.  Grilhn's 
Division  seized  the  iiitrencltnK'nfs  ond  captured  li fieen  hundred 
men  ;  Crawford's  Division  on  tlie  Ford  road  cut  ofl'  the  retreat 


WEAR  TNG    THE  BLUE. 


431 


in  the  direction  of  Lee's  main  force,  Warren  was  upon  their 
fiank  and  rear,  and  finally,  the  cavalry  charged  over  their 
^vorks,  just  as  t\vo  of  our  infantry  divisions  [Ayres  and 
Crawford]  bore  down  upon  them  with  such  fury-,  that  many 
of  the  enemy,  tired  of  war,  convinced  of  their  defeat,  threw 
down  their  arms  and  surrendered,  while  the  remainder  fled 
towards  the  Appomattox.  The  only  drawback  to  the  full  glory 
of  Five  Forks  is  the  fact  tliat  Sheridan,  impatient  about 
a  fancied  tardiness  of  AYarreu  in  making  some  movement,  put 
that  officer  under  arrest  and  sent  him  to  the  rear. 

Warren  at  Five  Forks  was  superb.  We  have  studied  every 
movement  of  his  management,  on  that  day,  and  we  have  only 
admiration  for  his  valor,  and  believe  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
that  no  braver  or  more  earnest  man  exposed  his  life  in  that 
most  warmly  contested  battle. 

As  tlie  thundering  echoes  from  Five  Forks  died  avray,  all  of 
our  artillery  in  front  of  Petersburg  opened  fire. 

At  daybreak  of  April  2nd,  following  closely  the  bombard- 
ment, our  troops  moved  to  a  general  assault. 

Ord's  Corps  on  the  Boydton  road  and  Hatcher's  Run,  drove 
everything  l)efore  it,  and,  swinging  round  to  the  right,  moved 
u[>  toward  Petersburg.  Sheridan's  Cavalry  and  the  other  corps 
struck  i]v-i  Soutliside  raihvay  at  three  points,  and  Lee's  com.mu- 
nic^'tions  were  cut  and  his  retieat  by  that  road,  and  on  the  right 
lumk  of  the  Appomattox,  v^'as  defeated.  Forts  Gregg  and 
Ahjxunder,  on  the  south  side  of  Petersburg,  were  captured  by 
Gibi}on's  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  the  enemy 
vras  confined  to  the  inner  line,  almost  within  Petersburg.  At 
ten  o'clock,  Lee  ordered  one  more  assault  by  Hetlfs  Division 
upon  woi'ks  held  by  the  Ninth  Corps  on  Lee's  left,  but  this 
assault  vras  repulsed. 

At  this  hour,  Lee  telegraplied  to  JetT  Davis,  who  was  then  in 
one  of  the  churches  of  .  Ri(?hmond,  for  it  was  Sunday,  —  *' My 
lines  are  broken  in  three  places.  Richmond  must  be  evacuated 
this  overling.     Robert  E.  Lee."     The  chief  conspirator  immc- 
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diately  left  tlie  church,  tlie  services  were  closed,  and  the  rebel 
capilal  was  in  confusion.  As  darkness  came  over  the  city, 
there  was  a  hurrying  to  and  fro,  packing  of  boxes  and  trunks, 
■anxious  eyes  peering  into  others  just  as  anxious,  as  if  to  read 
the  heart — the  heart  many  times  lacerated  by  grief,  now  to  be 
deluged  by  despair.  I'he  Confederate  "  Executive  "  departed 
— the  *•  Congress''  fled  from  the  doomed  capital,  and  those  who 
vrcie  left — those  who  could  not  go  —  citizens,  women  and 
children,  remembering  tiie  threats  that  had  Ireen  made  to 
execute  the  cruel  order  of  the  Confederate  congress,  to  destroy 
public  property  in  case  of  an  evacuation,  looked  on  tremblingly. 
The  city  authorities,  desiring  to'  stay  all  acts  of  violence, 
ordered  all  liquors  to  be  turned  into  the  sti'cets.  This  was 
done,  but  men  scooped  it  up,  and  were  maddened  by  the  very 
means  the  authorities  thought  would  avert  excesses.  | 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  3rd,  li^well  ordej'cd  | 

the  warehouses  to  be  fired.     Citizens  protested  in  vain,  and  the  | 

torch  was  applied.     A  mob  of  both  sexes  went  rampant  through  | 

the  city,  and  ere  long  the  greater  part  of  the  business  portion  | 

of  Richmond  was  in  iiames.     The  magazines  were  blown  up,  | 

and    so  was  the  re])el   ram    Viri/hda,  and  finally,  as  the  last  j 

retreating  soldier  moved  over  Mayo's  bridge  and  the  railroad  | 

hridges,  tliey  were  hred  and  destroyed.     Troops  under  General  | 

AVeitzel  entered  Iliclmiond,  and  the  surrender  of  the  city  being  I 

demanded,  the  keys  of  the  public  buildings  were  placed  in  the  i 

hands   of    Mojor   Atherton    II.    Stevens,   Jr.,   of    the    Fourih  1 

]\[assachnsetts  Cavalry,  by  Joseph  Mayo,  the  Mayor.  '\ 

General  Weitzel  took  possession  of  the  late  residence  of  JelT  l 

Davis.     General    Shepley  was  appointed   Military    Governor,  1 

and  Lieutenant-Colonel  ^lanndng,  Provost-Marslial  of  the  city. 
.  The  work  was  not  done. 

Lee's  arniv  was  retreating.    He  liad  issued  orders  to  conccPi- 
trate  at  Amelia  Court  house,  on  the  line  of  the  Danville  road. 

Long  trains  of  supplies  for  the  army  were  ordered  to  thl:: 
point.     The  su])plies  arrived  Sunday  afternoon,  and  were  al^so- 
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lately  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  the  Confederates.  A 
stupid  Confederate  otTicer  at  Amelia  Court  House,  receiving 
orders  from  Eiciimond  to  send  the  trains  there,  that  tlie 
gOYerameut  might  have  tlie  use  of  the  empty  cars,  for  luggage, 
etc.,  forwarded  the  trams  without  imloadhi;/  the  precious  food  ! 
On,  the  trains  went  to  Richmond,  reaching  there  just  in  time  to 
be  destroyed,  cars,  food  and  all,  by  the  conflagration  eating  out 
tlie  heart  of  the  city,  in  this  way  Lee  and  his  army  were 
absolutely  destitute,  and  yet  they  fought  several' engagements 
with  our  army-  or  portions  of  it  who  were  in  hot  pursuit  of 
them. 

Lee's  men  were  starving.  I'hcy  were  so  reduced  in  strengtli 
that  thousands  of  them  could  not  carry  their  muskets,  and  so 
they  dropped  tlicm  in  tlicir  tracks. 

Lee  succeeded  in  crossing  the  i-\ppon-iattox  at  Farmville,  and 
was  on  the  planlc  road  to  Ijynchburg.  On  the  7th  of  April  he 
attacked  the  divisions  of  I^Iiies  and  Do  Trobriaud,  of  the 
Second  Corps,  with  some  success,  and  it  was  immediately  after 
this  that  Lee  received  from.  General  Grant  a  missive  containing 
these  lines :  — 

"Tlie  result  of  the  last  week  must  convince  yon  of  the  hopeless- 
ness of  fiirtiier  rf>istance  ou  tlie  part  of  the  Array  of  Isorthern 
Virginia  iu  tliis  struj^isle.  I  leel  th:it  it  is  so;  txiid  regard  it  as  my 
dutv  to  shift  from  myself  tlie  responsibility  of  any  further  ellusion  of 
blood,  bv  asking  of  you  ibe  siuTt-nder  of  that  })ortion  of  the  (Confed- 
erate States  Army  known  as  tlie  Army  of  Xorthern  Virginia." 

Le e  a  n  s  w e re  d  :  — 

*'Thou'di  not  entertaining  t]\c  opinion  you  express  on  tlie  hopeless- 
ness of  further  reslstanee  on  the  part  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Yiro;Inia,  I  reciprocate  your  desire  to  avoid  useless  effusion  of  blood, 
and,  tliei-f  >re,  betbre  considering  voiir  propo'-ition,  ask  the  terms  you 
will  otfer  on  condition  of  its  surrender." 

Wriiing  thus,  Lee  reconnncnced  the  reireat. 
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Oil  the  morning  of  April  8th,  Grant  received  Lee's  reply, 
and  the  former  sent  a  messenger  with  this  response  :  — 

"Peace  Ijeing  my  great  desire,  there  is  hut  one  condition  I  would 
insist  upon,  namely,  that  the  men  and  officers  sui-rendered,  shall  he 
disqualified  for  taking  up  arms  again  against  the  Government  of  tliO 
United  States,  until  properly  exchanged," 

And  then  Grant  pushed  tlie  whole  army  after  Lee. 

Sheridan  moved  swiftly  to  flank*  the  enemy  and  cut  off  his 
progress  towards  Lynchburg. 

Lee,  hoping  to  keep  ahead  and  reach  the  mountains,  sent 
back  this  answer  to  Licutenant-General  Grant's  last  note  :  — 

'•In  mine  of  yesterday,  I  did  not  intend  to  propose  the  surrender 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Yirgiuia.  but  to  ask  the  terms  of  your 
proposition.  To  be  frank,  I  do  not  think  tlie  emergency  has  arisen  to 
call  for  the  surrender  of  this  Army;  but  as  the  restoration  of  peace 
sliould  be  the  sole  object  of  all,  I  desired  to  know  whether  your 
proposals  would  ie;id  to  that  end.  I  cannot,  therefore,  meet  you  witli 
a  view  to  sui-]-ender  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  as  fir  as 
your  proposal  may  aifect  the  Confederate  States  forces  under  my 
comm.and,  and  tend  to  the  restoration  of  p'eace,  I  should  be  pleased 
to  meet  you  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  to-morrow,  on  the  old  stage  road  to 
Kichmond,  bctwcvMi  the  jiicket  iines  of  the  two  armies." 

In  this  malter  of  surrender,  Lee's  ofiieers  had  already  acted. 
A  council  of  war  had  !>een  liold,  at  whicli  Lee  was  not  present, 
and  it  had  been  concluded  to  advise  the  (bjneral-in-Chief 
that  the  time  had  come  when  lie  should  nmke  the  best  term- 
possii.de. 

it  was  a  singular  coincidence,  that  rendlelon,  who  was 
Lieutenant-Gen.eral  at  Vicksburg,  and  who  surrendered  tliat 
place  to  Grant,  now  acting  as  a  Colonel,  was  made  the  bearer  nf 
this  conclusion  of  the  Conioderate  ofticers  to  their  comnmndcr. 
Lee  pretended  to  believe  the  time  for  surrender  had  not  arrived, 
and  hence  dis[)HU:lu'd  tlio  n<:.te  to  Grant  which  we  hav(^  Ju.-' 
i;iv(Mi. 
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On  the  morning  of  April  8th,  Lioutenaut-General  Grant 
replied  that  he  had  no  authority  to  treat  upon  general  terms 
pr  peace,  and  therefore  was  of  opinion,  tliat  a  meeting  between 
them  would  do  no  good. 

Sheridan  settled  the  questiori. 

He  pushed  forward  Custer  on  a  forced  march,  who  succeeded 
in    getting  upon    th.e    line    Lee  was  marching  over,   reaching 
Appomattox  Couil  House,  on  the  Lynchburg  railway,  before 
*  the    Confederate    advance    had    come   up.     Sheridan    hurried 

up  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  and  dismounted  them,  and 
t  there  they  stood  in  serried  lines  directly  across  the  path  that 

^  Lee  must  take  in  order  to  escape.     Four  trains  of  cars  loaded 

f  .  with  provisions  for  the  Confederates  were  cai)tured  and  sent  to 

I  tlie  rear,  thus  knocking  away  thiC  last  hope  tlie  starving  Confed- 

f  crates  had  of  obtainiCiO"  soniethin!:'  to  eat. 

I  The   Confederates   came  up  in   force,   and  Lee  determined 

I  to   make    one    more    struggle.      At    daybreak    of    April    9th, 

I  he  ordered  his  troops  to  assault  and  break  the  Federal  lines  at 

i  all  iiazards.     Sheridan's  men  o-radualk/  fell  back,  knowius-  that 

%  in.fantry  supports   would   soon   arrive.     Tlie   corps   of   Gritlin, 

f  of  the  Army  of  the  James  reached  Appomattox  station,  and 

though  weary  from  marching,  foriiied  a  line  of  battle  in  rear  of 

I  the  cavalry.     Tiie  latler  immecliatcly  mounted  and  h)rmed  on  the 

?  left  of  tiie  infantry,  \\in:rcu|.on,  Lee  advajiciug,  was  astonished 

to  find  a  long  line  of  infantry  in  hi?  front.     1-ee  lielievod  that 

f  the  cavalrv  alone  had   time  to  roach  a  iiosition  to  impede  him. 

I  Hearing  the  bugles  sounding  a  charge,  a  white  hag  vras  advanced 

^:  to  the  Confederate  front,  and  movements  were  suspended. 

I      -  Just  at   this   interesting   moment,   when    Lee   found   himself 

I  checkmated,  he  sent  a  letter  to  Grant,  as  follows:  — 

} 

f  ''I  receivc'l   your  note  this  monhiig  on  the  picket  line,  whither  I 

^j,  h:-d    come  '  to    meet    you,   and    Msetrtaln  (ietiniteiy    \\1j;U    terms    wert' 

euibraeeil     in    your    proposal    of    yesterdiiy.    with    reference    to    the 

surroDfler  of  tliis  armv.     1  now  ask  an  iuterviow,  in  accordance  witli 

an  otfer  containe-l  in  xowi'  letter  of  yesterday,  f^>r  t'.uit  purpose." 
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-  Grant  consenting  to  this  interview,  the  two  cliicftains  met 
that  day,  [April  9th]  Sunday,  at  two  o'clock,  r.  ?.[.,  at  the 
house  of  Wilraer  McLean.  It  is  a  very  singular  coincidence, 
(as  stated  by  Lossing)  that  Mr.  McLean  had  a  residence  upon 
the  Bull  Run  battle-field.  He  was  so  disgusted  ^vith  war  and 
its  alarms,  that  he  sold  out  liis  homestead  and  left  that  locality, 
saying  he  would  settle  where  he  could  be  free  from  the 
marchings  and  fightings  of  contending  armies.  Be  settled 
at  Appomattox,  and  here  heard  the  last  guns  of  a  war  that  had 
desolated  Virginia,  and  was  fmally  compelled,  in  liis  own 
house,  to  witness  the  surrender  of  tlic  brave  army  of  Northern 
Yirginia.     ^IcLean  saw  the  first  and  last  battle  in  Yirginia,  the  -^ 

Alplia  and  Omega  of  armed  rebellion,  | 

Grant,    at   the    conference,   was   magnanimous.     He   asked  | 

nothing  that  could   riot  be  granted  without  dishonor.  ^ 

Lee  appreciated  the  generosity  of  his  contjueror.  | 

The  two  following  papers  made  np  the  terms  of  suriender: —  % 

■| 

Appomattox  Court  House,  \i\.  1 

April  9tb,  1865.  i 

General:  —  Tu  accordance  with  the  snb:>t<ance  of  uiy  letter  to  you  of  the  Sth  ^'^ 

instant,  1  propose  to  receive  the  surrender  of  tlie  Army  of  Kortliern  Virg-iniu  -| 

on  the  following-  terms,  to  wit : — rolls  of  all  the  ofucers  and  nieu  to  he  made  in  ■  g 

duplicate:  one  copy  to  be  given  to  r.a  olncrr  to  be  designated  hy  me,  the  other  '- 

to  be  retained   by  such  other  otliccr  or  oOk-ers   as  you  niay  designate.     The  | 

officers  to  give  tlieir  individual  j^aroles  not  to  take  up  arms  against  tlie  Govern-  I 

meat  of   tlie  United  States  unril   properly  ex'diauged ;   and  encli  C(^mj'any  or  | 

regimental  commander  to  sign  a  like  parole  for  flie  men  of  their  couKuands.  ^ 

The  arms,  artillery  and  public  property  to  be  parked  and  stacked,  and  turned  g 

over  to  the  ofhcers  appointed  by  mc  to  receive  them.  This  will  jiot  embrace 
the  side-arms  of  the  orlicers,  noi-  their  private  h.u>t'S  or  baggage.  Tiiis  donf, 
each  officer  and  man  will  be  allov.ed  to  return  to  liis  lir^nie,  net  to  be  disturbed 
by  United  States  authority,  so  long  as  tb.ey  observe  their  jiaroles  and  the  laws 
iu  force  where  they  reside. 

U.   S.  Grant,  LkuUnant-CLntruL 

General  H.  E.  Lee. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
April  Otli,  186:"i. 
General:— I  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  containing  the  terms  uf  the 
surrender  of  the  Army  of  N'.rth.rn  Virgi!;i;i,  as  proposed  by  you.     As  they  are 
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substantially  the  same  as  those  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
they  are  accepted.     I  will  proceed  to  designate  the  proper  officers  to  carry  the 
stipulations  into  effect, 
•  R.  E-  Lee,   General 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

By  this  capitulation  twenty-six  thousand  men  of  the  Con- 
federate army,  of  which  number  however,  only  about  nine 
thousand  had  arms,  were  paroled.  A  large  number  deserted 
on  the  retreat  to  Appomattox,  and  thousands  of  others,  too 
much  weakened  by  hunger  and  fatigue,  left  their  muskets  by 
the  side  of  the  roads.  These  were  gatliered  up,  and  with 
those  stacked  on  the  field,  amounted  to  sixteen  thousand. 
There  were  also  surrendered,  one  hundred  and  hftv  pieces  of 
i  artillery,  seventy  colors,  over  a  thousand  wagons  and  about 

four  thousand  horses  artd  mules. 

Lee  lost  in  this  campaign  of  fourteen  days,  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand men,  twenty-five  thousand  of  whom  were  prisoners- in  our 
;:  -  hands. 

I  As  soon  as  the  capitulation  was  announced,  the  Army  of  the 

I  Potomac,  that,  durins^  all   the  war  had  foui2,-ht  the  Armv  of 

;  Northern  Tirgiijia  as  vigorously  as  it  had   been   led   to    the 

I  combat,  gave  way  to  the  vrildest  demonstrations  of  joy.    Cheer 

I  upon  cheer  resounded  all  along, our  lines,  the  bands  joining  in 

I  the  general  acclaim  witli  the  soul  iusjiiring  Xational  airs  that 

had  so  many  times  given  new  liie  to  the  soldiers  in  tbeir  camps.  \ 

'|,  ]]ut  these  b-rave  rnen  who  had  been  wearing  the  blue  for 

i  three   years  and  more,  in  this  moment  of  their  proud  exulta-  \ 

I  tion,  forgot  not  that  heaven-inspired    sentiment  of   Abraham 

f  Lincoln — -'With  malice  toward  none"  —  and  the  demonstra-  | 

tions  of  joy   ceased,  that    they  migiit   feed   the   half-starved,  \ 

4  attenuated    men    who    stood    before    them.      Now    these   two  'l 

I  armies    mingled    together.      The   men    in   blue   and   those    in 

I"  homespun,    looked    into   each    others'    faces,    and    they   were 

I  enemies  no  more  ! 

I  Thus,  on  the  9th  of  A.jiril,  1SG5,  ended  the  great  civil  war  I 

I  For  some  months  thercafler,  isolated  detachments  of  the  army, 
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in  ignorance  of  the  capitulation  of  Lee,  maintained  belliger- 
ency, a  regiment  of  colored  troops  [Sixty-^^econd  United  States 
C.  T.]  firing  tlie  last  gun  of  the  war  on  May  IStli,  in  Texas. 

MUSTER   OUT. 

We  left  the  IVenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  at  Char- 
lotte, N.  C,  where  it  remained  until,  by  order  of  the  War 
Department,  it  was  to  return  to  ^^lassachusetts  to  be  mustered 
out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The"  regiment  com- 
menced its  journey  home,  moving  to  Petersburg,  passing  over 
the  fields  where  many  a  sanguinary  struggle  had  been  witnessed 
and  in  wdiich,  mauy  of  these  returning  veterans  liad  partici- 
pated. Coming  up  from  the  South,  before  reacliing  the  town, 
Colonel  Tucker  stopped  the  train  and  gave  the  soldiers  an 
opportunity  to  visit  and  exa,mine  the  localities  with  wliich  they 
w^ere  familiar.  This  inspection  ended,  the.  troops  entered 
Petersburg,  and  after  a  short  stop,  moved  down  to  City  Point 
and  from  tliere  proceeded  by  steamer  to  Baltimore,  thence 
homeward,  reaching  Boston  and  proceeding  immediately  to 
Readville,  wliere  they  arrived  on  the  lotli  of  July,  1SG5,  and, 
on  the  21st  day  of  tliat  moiuh,  tlie  officers  and  men,  having 
performed  honorable  duty,  were  formally  mustered  out,  and 
from  that  day  ceased  wearing  tlie  blue  and  returned  to  tlic 
occupations  of  civil  life.  I 

As  we  close  tills  record,  tender  memories  of  oar  comrades  'I 

wdio  gave  their  lives   for  the-  Union  —  one  country,  and  one  | 

Hag  —  cro^rd  upon  us,  and  we  picture  upon  our  mind's  mirror  J 

the  ])laces  where  they  sleep  beneath  tlu^  sod, —  \ 

•6 
"And  ever  tlicre  the  siuiheains  wait,  ^ 

xVnd  ever  ilioro  the  shailows  tall,  1 

The  beams  are  from  tlie  pearly  gate —  *% 

The  .<hadii\vs  iwm  tite  uuMeii  wall."  | 
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ORGAXIZATIOX    OF    COMPANY    B. 

Some  papers  coucerning  the  organization  of  Company  E,  reaching-  us  too 
late  to  Lc  eiabadied  in  the  main  part  of  our  work,  we  have  deteraniied  to 
utilize  them  in  the  appendix. 

The  idea  of  enlisting;  a  compan.y  for  national  service  from  the  town  of 
ISIilford,  vras  lirj-t  suggested  hy  George  Draper,  Esip,  a  patriotic  and  ])ul)lic 
spirited  citiz-:  n  of  liopedale,  in  Milford.  It  was  not  only  his  idta,  but  he  fur- 
nished a  lilieral  supjdy  of  funds  to  meet  the  expense,  and  induced  otl^er 
patriotic  citizen^  of  the  place  to  unite  with  him  in  tlie  effort. 

Willarii  Clark,  "Wijliam  j>n)ery  and  William  F.  Draper  uuited  in  the  enter- 
prise, and  commenced  recruiting  on  the  Gtli  of  September,  1801,  and,  iu 
thirteen  days  tlieir  efforts  were  crov/ned  ^^ith  success,  a  full  com])Hny  !)eiiig 
recruited  and  ready  for  st;rvice.  On  tlie  ISth  of  September  tliosc  who  had 
eu'isted  were  sworn  into  the  service  by  T.  G.  Kent,  Esq.,  of  ?.[ilford.  Tiie 
company  was  daily  drilled  iu  the  manual  of  arras  and  company  nio-^X'ments, 
until  ordered  into  camp  at  Worcester,  eacli  man  receiving  one  dollar  per  day 
for  his  tinie. 

Oa  the  morning  of  Septeinlier  25th  the  company  puraded  with  full  ranks, 
and  was  es.-orted  to  tlie  depot  l^y  the  ililford  ban'l  ond  ;!  large  number  of  t!ie 
citi/.en.s  of  Milford.  At  the  depot,  tliey  received  tlie  tirsi  prartical  proof  that 
thev  were  siddiers.  by  being  compelled  to  take  j'HS-age  for  Scuth  Framin.gliain 
'wifrf.iqht  curs.  It  was  really  belter  transportation  than  they  always  had  during 
the  three  years  uf  their  service,  l^ut  it  must  be  said,  that  tlie  soldiers  did  not 
consider  themselves  ver\-  nundi  jJattered  by  that  mode  of  conveyance.  At 
South  Framingham.  tlie  company  was  transferred  to  passenger  cars  and  pro- 
ceeiling  ox\,  readied  Worcester  at  nine  o'clock,  a.  >r.  They  marched  to  lite 
A2-ricultural  Crrorinds.  afterwards  Curup  Lincoln,  and  Avas  tlie  first  company  of 
the  'i'nenrv-tif'.  h  Kr-Juient  to  :ro  into  camp.  The  conip;iny  had  an  aggrf^uate 
of  on*:'  ]inii<ia<!  and  three-  nu-n.  That  night,  tlie  company  ipiartered  in  Agri- 
CuUiinil  ll;ili,  a;ul  juxt  day,  receiving  tents,  pitched  them  upon  tle^  cauip  line, 
and  cnt-nT'd  upon  tliC  regal.tr  routine  of  canij)  duty. 
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Not  loBg  since,  Mr.  Dra7)er,  the  father  of  die  Milford  Conipany  B,  furnished 
to  Captain  Enierr  an  interesting  account  o£  the  formation  of  that  company, 
which  we  take  pleasure  in  giving-  a  permanent  phice  in  hi,-tory. 

The  letter  is  as  follows :  — 

IIopEi>ALE,  (Mast;.)  Scpteml)er  Lst,  1879. 
Captain  W3t.  Ejieky, 

Dear  Sir:  —  In  answer  to  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  early 
history  of  Company  B,  Twenty-tifth  Eegiment  MavSsachusetts  Volunteers, 
recruited  in  September,  18GI,  I  accept  the  opportunity  of  saying,  tliat  my 
first  thoughts  in  regard  to  enlisting  a  company  from  Milford, -v.-ere  the  result  I 

of  the  expressed  determination  of   my  son,  William  F.  Draper,  to  enter  the  '^^ 

service  for  the  Union.     I  determined  if    possible,  with  such  assistance  as  I  | 

could  obtain,  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteers  from  Milford  and  its  vicinity.  I 

I  made  a  proposition  to  ^Messrs.  A.  C.  Mayhew,   Samuel  Walker,  Charles  F.  ;fi 

Clafliu  and  Ei bridge  IMann,  some  of   our  patriotic  citizens,  that  if   they  would  -^ 

contribute  tlfty  dollars  each  and  lend  me  their  intiuonce,  I  would  contribute  an  | 

eijual  amount  and  as  much,  more  as  m.ii^^ht  be  necessary,  and  ijive  mv  entire  -^ 

time  towards  the  accomplishment  of  tiie  object.     They  cheerfully  responded  to  4 

the  proposid,  and,  in  addition  to  the  pecuniary  aid,  furnislied  by  ttiem,  gave  also  | 

their  much  valued  personal  assistance,  whicli  enabled  me  to  succeo<l  in  the  vrork.  | 

Having  determined  to  raise  tlie  company,  I  went  with  Ca}>tain  "Willard  Clark  | 

to  see   Governor   Andrew  and   received  tlie  necessary  authority  to   proceed.  | 

Captain  Clark,  yourself,  and  my  son,  Wm.  E.  Draper,  entered  immediately 
upon  the  enterprise.  I  gave  all  my  time  to  the  work,  and  it  Avas  prosecuted  by 
idl  interested  with  a  zeal  worthy  of  the  cause.  Tliose  vho  enlisted  were  patri- 
otic an-l  earnest  and  joined  in  efforts  to  llll  up  the  company.  Under  those 
circumstances,  success  was  certain,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  succeeded  in 
putting  the  tirst  company  iiUo  Camp  Lincoln,  to  unite  its  fortunes  with  the 
jNIassachiisetis  T%\enty-rifth. 

The  alacrit}'  of  the  young  men  to  enlist  was  such,  that   the  entire  cost  of  | 

recruiting  the  comjrany,  oiuside  of   the  amount  paid  by  tlie  State,  including  ■  | 

something  of  a  company  fund,  so  far  as  I  know,  v.-as  o.n^y  ^ix  huii'hvtl  dolku-s  |. 

in  atldition  to  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  subscribed  as  before  stated,  | 

which  I  paid  cheerfully,  and  liave  always  felt  it  was  one  of  the  best  investments  | 

I  ever  made.     In  regard  to  tlie  suras  of  money  paid,  I  write  from  memory,  and  4 

if  I  make  ativ  mistake  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  it  corrected.  i 

The  liistorv  of  this  lieroic  company  and   the  gb)rious  regiment  of  v.hich  it  * 

formed  a  part,  is  written  in  blood  upon  m:iny  l^ittle  fields  —  the  cliaracter  (/t  v 

t]je  company  and  tlie  regiment  was  never  stained  with  dishonor,  aud,  n  iiectimr  | 

upon  the  brave  deeils  of  tho-e  who  formed  tliat  company  and  the  regiment,  the  | 

favt  tltat  I  assisted  in  forming  the  company,  is  one  of  the  iucid';j)t>  iji  m\  liK*  * 

that  I  love  best  to  tlunk  of.     To  me,  it  is  a  source  of  pride,  tliat  in  lioing  \\  hat  | 

I  could  tu  Stud  heroic  Company  B  into  tiie  National  service,  I  rcnd^nd  tliar  | 

compaiiv  and   my  country  t'.u'n  impcrilr-d,  and   whieh  it  so  'gallantly  li.fend.d,  | 


'   . '! 


WEARIXG   THE  BLUE. 


441 


some  little  service.  Accept  for  yourself  and  all  -svho  formed  a  part  of  glorious 
Company  B  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massaclmsetts  Volunteers,  my  most  sincere 
gratitude. 

Geougk  Drater. 

Kev.    Horace    Jasies. 

Chaplain  James  reniaiueil  in  servii^o  during  the  war,  and  was  one  of  the  last 
officers  to  be  musteretl  out.  T'etnrning  to  his  home,  he  became  connected  witli 
the  publication  of  Th;  Con(jrejation'ilist,  and  v/as  also  settled  over  a  parisli  in 
Lowell.  His  health,  hov.-ever, 'was  l)Voken,  and  he  at  last  succumbed  to  .disease, 
retiring  to  Hillside  Cottage,  in  Boylston,  where  he  died  June  9th,  1875. 

On  the  Sthof  Pebraary  of  that  year,  the  Tenth  Reunion  of  the  Twenty -hftli 
Massachusetts  Regimental  Association  was  held,  the  Chaplain  remembering  the 
occasion  by  forvvarJiug  the  following  letter,  the  last  from  his  pen.  which  was 
read  at  the  table  :  — 

ITiEESiDE  CoTTA'jE,  January  22nd,  1ST5. 

J.  W.  Gould,  Esq.,Secr('tary  Twenty-tifth  Ro^'imcnt  Associaiiou. 

Dear  Comrades:  —  It  rr^ally  pnius  rue  to  think  tliat  I  sliall  be  so  near  to 
vonr  approaching  reuniMu  and  unable  to  ])e  with  you.  ^\l\  state  of  healtb. 
is  such  that  my  only  safety  consists  in  keeping  myself  surrounded  by  an 
atnu)sphere  of  tropical  warmth  arid  extreme  purity,  and  in  nsing  the  most 
sedulous  care  about  every  kind  of  exposure,  I  hardly  expect  to  ride  to 
Worcester  all  winter. 

Be  sure  to  j)resent  to  my  comrades  of  the  TMenty-fiflh  Regiment,  one  and 
al!  a,^surances  of  luy  luicliangiug  reii'ard  and  esteem.  I  rejoice  in  their  welfare, 
and  prav  Gosl  to  give  theiu  succ-'.-^.-  iu  f-vcr.'  enierpri-e  of  industry,  and  in  pvery 
department  of  just  endeavor.  The  disease  which  is  holding  me  with  the  grasp 
of  a  criant  admonisiics  me  that  the  tics  of  our  association  are  to  be  severcl,  :Mid 
tliat  death-bearing  shafts  are  ^j'>v\^  about  almost  as  freely  as  did  the  l-adtn 
rain  aid  iron  hail  of  tlie  batile-lieid.  Tiiis  is  our  Tenth  Reunion.  '\W\o  ^vill  Ijo 
Iierc  on  tfie  Twentieth  ;  V.'ho  on  the  Tidrtietli  '.  We  cau  fores'?e  tlu:'  d.av 
when  not  a  man  will  answer  to  tb.c  roll-call.  We  <\vA\  have  gone  over  i\v 
river.  Not  even  a  sentinel  left  on  guard  upon  the  hither  shore.  Will  ^\e  hot 
liold  our  reuuiors  tlien  in  the  fields  of  Raradise^  Following:  our  -rcat  Reader, 
will  we  not  asjiire  to  that  promotion  wh.ich  will  att.adi  us  tu  iiis  person  aud  lli^ 
service  forever  ?  Vrifh  res[)ect  to  all  my  comra.les  in  the  .lear  old  Twenty-liftli, 
this  is  mv  warmest;  wish  anvl  my  ]-rofouudest  longing. 

Trn-^t::i::  t'mt  evervtiiin-  may  cr.-<pire  to  niuke  this  ''Tenth  Rciminn ''  just 
as  pieasa;it  as  anythiug  can  he  which  has  cumected  wich  it  ef  T:eces^Ily  souie 
.saddeuiiig  assoi'iations  aud  meu^)ri>;S, 

J  am,  as  CAcr,  most  faithfully  y(.>urs, 

IIOUACE     J\ME>i. 
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At  the  Eleventli  Eenniou  in  1S76,  the  death  of  Chaplain  James  was 
appropriaielj  EOticed.  Gcn.er.il  A.  B.  K.  Sprague,  General  Pickett,  Colonel 
1).  M.  Woodward  and  Quarferma.'ster  \\'m.  0.  Brown  were  ap]>ointed  a 
comniictee    to   draft    resolutions.      The   following    series   were    reported  and 

cordially  adopted:—  ..  ,. .     /   ',  ■  ,.,    ,     ,,■, 


Rfisolrtd,  That  in  the  deorh  of  Chaplain  Jaines  we  are  aL'-ain  leniinded  tliat 
"we  niahtly  pitch  our  v.andering  tents  a  day's  march  nearer  honic;"  and  while 
we  recognize  our  Father's  hand  in  all  oi^r  joys  and  all  our  soiruws,  we  do 
especially  now  louk  iipv.ard  to  the  cloud  that  overshadows  our  pathway,  assured 
that  thougli  we  see  it  not,  it  bt^-ars  a  silver  lining. 

We  acknowledge  and  bear  testimony  to  the  faithful  service  he  rendered  as  a 
coinrado  in  the  line  of  duty,  in  the  camp,  the  field,  the  hospital — whose  voice, 
and  pen,  and  ami  were  ever  ready  in  the  cause  of  loyalty  and  human  rights  — 
whose  ii;<piring  presence  and  cheerful  greeting  have  served  to  lielp  us  hear  the 
discomforts  and  discouragements  incident  to  array  life. 

XoNV  tiiat  his  name  is  added  to  the  long  roll  of  comrades  ''Not  lost  l-ut  gone 
before,"'  we  will  ever  cherish  Ids  memory  wicb.  tlieirs,  grateful  that  we  have  had 
for  fello'-.vs  in  life's  sterner  dutic-s,  such  as  these  who  hved  and  died. 

A\  e  deeply  sympathi'/o  with  his  loved  ones  in  the  family  circle,  and  confi- 
dently commend  them  to  Ilim  who  is  able  to  conifort  and  sustain  his  sorrowing 
ciiildren. 

An  incidemt  connected  with  tlie  sickness  of  Chaplain  James,  we  find  noted  in 
our  diary  under  date  of  September  4th,  1875:  "A  few  days  befuro  the  death 
of  Mr.  Ja^iies,  our  lace  Quartermaster,  Wn\.  U.  Brown,  between  whom  and  t!ie 
Chaplain,  a  warm  persoharfriendship  had  long  existed,  called  at  his  sick  !.ed 
to  extend  liis  syrapathif  s  and  look  once  more  into  the  beloved  face  that  would 
soon  be  seen  no  more.  Tb.e  Chajdain  was  much,  emaciated^,  and,  as  he  raised 
his  arm,  tlie  shirt  sleeve  slipjied  down  over  the  bones,  v,  hero\i])Ou,  he  said  — 
'There,  Qiiartermaster,  yuu  see  I'ni  getting  into  light  n-iarchitig  order  I'  The 
ronvivk  vvas  :t  happv  one  and  entirely  chanv/teristic  of  tlie  Chaj^bun.  Jf, 
pbvsiv-.tllv,,  lie  was  in  'light  manddng  order'  :indi  ready  for  tlie  call  tbnt  v,-ould 
rtdicve  him  from  suffering,  his  mind  was  furtiiied  by  tluic  faith  which  he  had 
elotjuently  luccdied  to  others,  and  whicii  enabled  him  to  wait  with  calm 
sereijirv  for  that  'assemblv  call'  whicli  would  muster  bim  again  with  the 
maiiv    d^'ar  connado  \\h>j  had  <2cme  bt.fi>if 
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25th  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 


[CoXTAININCf    THE    NaMES    OF    1,3G5    Me^IBERS.] 


Dis.  disability. 

Wd,  wounaoil. 

C'ld  Har.  Cold  Harbor. 

Mus.  out,  mustered  out. 

Wd.-«,  -vvouuds. 

D.^Died. 

Pris.  PTlsoner. 

Ex.  of  set.  expiratiou  of  service. 

M.  V.  M.  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia, 

D'ry  B'ff,  Drewry  Bluff. 

R'ke  I?*'d,  Pvoaiioke  Island. 

X.  li'De,  New  Berne. 


ABBREVIATIONS    IX    ROSTER. 

R.-en,  rei!nllsted. 


D'chd,  discharged. 

P'rg-,  Petersburg. 

PTtW'al,  Port  Waltlial. 

A'lid  Ch.  Arrowfltild  Church. 

Pro.  promoted. 

0.  "War  D'lit,  OrJ.  r  ^"^ar  Departmeut. 

V.  R.  C.  Veteran  Reserve  Co'-ps. 

R.  resigned. 

T'f'rd,  transferred. 

Fl'ce,  Florence. 

An'ville,  Andersouville. 


Xot  a  little  time  and  patience  has  been  expended  iu  niaking  the  fi.'lio'-\  ing  paLj''S  uh  conip!ci<- 
and  correct  a?  pos.-ibie.  Errors  are  acknnvvledsied  to  exist.  In  m,u\y  iastoriccs  the  records 
are  incomplete,  and  in  monthly  reports  wl.irli  JM-.e  b^'en  consiiito.],  lunnes  ai-e  often  report*'.  1 
■wrong,  and  men  are  credited  to  companies  iiM-Mrri-rly.  A^  i:u-  us  ii.':.>ible,  these  errors  are 
corrr<:ted.  A  raunb-->r  of  nau.i'_-s  will  bt-  fouii.t  njM.u  C^nspany  rolls,  '>l  uien  who  will  be  unrocojj- 
liized  by  those  servin-  in  tL-:  couipjiii.'-.  Thr  nu-n  hi.wtvcv,  \x.t,'  .i>^;;.;iu-d  to  the  companies 
as  rvi  i.'i\.l-:.l,  th.'U;4h  in  soiiio  instances  tlit-y  m-vcr  rep'-Tted  for  duty  \:\  th.'  ilfv,'inient. 

YVirn  all  its  in;perfections,  this  Roster  is  submitted  as  tho  best  tiiat  conll  bo  made  un-!.'r 

the  circuHisiances. 

J.  W.  D. 
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